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Half of Pittsburgh's Cafes May Fold 
Due to Inability to Pay for Licenses 


Pittsburgh, May 7. 
Nitery biz here is worst in years 
and present indications are that cafes 
will be cut more than half after May 


1. Applications for new booze li- 
censes in this district, which must 
be filed within next couple of weeks, 
are more than 50% less than they 
were at same time last year. 

Lot of the niteries have been un- 
able to raise the $640 necessary for 
new licenses. There’s an additional 
$120 charge if a spot has music or 
entertainment. 

Operators of the smaller spots are 
complaining, and there’s been some 
talk of organization to register pro- 
tests before the state legislature. 
They claim it’s not fair to charge 
them, the same as the bigger places. 





Frisco Niteries Rap 
Sacramento, March 7. 

More than 95% of San Francisco’s 
bars, cocktail lounges, night clubs 
and similar establishments face 
eradication under provisions of a 
proposed law now pending before 
the legislature. 

The bill, introducea by Senator 
John Phillips, provides that ‘no 
retail liquor license for premises 
located within 1,500 feet of a pub- 
lic school, parochial school, chil- 
dren’s playground, public library, 
church or hospital shall hereafter be 
issued, renewed or transferred.’ 

The measure is said to have been 
introduced at the request of the Cali- 
fornia Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. 


FILMS TO SPACE LEGIT 





AS STRAWHAT B.0. AID 


Films may be used at certain 
strawhat theatres this summer as a 
substitute for regular legit shows to 


hypo the boxoffice on normally slack | 


nights. 
last season at the Playhouse, Wood- 
Stock, N. Y., and the thought is to 


extend it this summer to numerous | 


Stock outfits througnout the east. 
Venture is being pushed by How- 
ard Lesser, who for the last 12 years 
operated various neighborhood pic- 
ture houses in Brooklyn. He tested 
the plan on Monday and Tuesday 
nights at the Woodstock spot last 
Summer and rang up a higher take 
(Continued on page 61) 





Heiping Daddy 


Marilyn Hare, 15-year old daugh- 





ter of Ernie Hare, is pinch-hitting | 
for her dad on the Sachs furniture | 
Store program on WMCA, N. Y., Sun- | 
days at 3 p.m. She is a student at! 


Flushing high school. Father is 
Seriously ill in hospital and was to 


undergo operation yesterday (Tues- | 


day), 
In taking his place, Miss Hare 
eeps intact the 20-year old partner- 
Ship of Jones and Hare. 





Idea was tried successfully | 


Umbrella Man 


Paris, Feb. 28. 
The latest dance here is the 
Chamberlaine. 
It’s being done with an um- 
brella. 











Since B’way Cinemas 
Will Derive Benefit, 
Trade to Baily Fair 


Several major circuits last week 
laid plans for giving ballyhoo break 
to the New York World’s Fair on 
their theatre screens throughout the 
country. This will be done by means 
of special trailers and emphasis in 
newsreels controlled by the parent 
producing - distributing companies. 
Result was that more motion picture 
camera crews were active in shoot- 
ing the fair, grounds and buildings 
from. every angle than at any time 
since the exposition was launched. 

Decision to give special publicity 
on cinema screen was made after 
film executives had cross-checked 


(Continued on page 61) 





CURIOUS STATUS 
PREVAILS FRIDAY 


NBC Red, Particularly, 
Loaded with Old Accounts 
That Stick to Entertain- 
ment Patterns Oddly Con- 
trasting with Other Nights 
on Networks 








CBS’ NIGHT 





Network commercials as a whole 
may, from year to year, show a 
steady improvement in highpowered 
entertainment values, but Friday 
night on the NBC red (WEAF) con- 
tinues to live in a world by itself. 
Were it not for the inclusion this 
season of Guy Lombardo, the red’s 
Friday evening schedule would rate 
as a museum piece of broadcasting. 
Critical listeners consider this night 
pretty much of a stage-wait. 


What goes on over the red between 
8 and 10.30 p.m. of a Friday not only 
is a sharp letdown from Thursday 
night’s parade of sock entertainment 
but a curious study in sponsor con- 


(Continued on page 62) 

















Boston’s Sedate Beacon Hill Houses 





Group Devoted to ‘Significant’ Plays 


All in the Family 


There’s a repertoire company 
of legiters playing the town hall 
and church basement circuit of 
northwestern Pennsylvania with 
a cast of 15—Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry F. Meyers and their 13 
children, ranging in age from 
12 to 29. 

Family does everything itself, 
from stage carpenter to ticket 
taker, 


WNYC to Give Tourists 


Home Town News; Tieup 
With Local Newspapers 


WNYC, New York City-owned 
transmitter, will serve home-town 
news to New York World Fair visi- 
tors this summer through tieups wtih 
out-of-town newspapers. It has al- 
ready been arranged with one sheet 
in various cities throughout the coun- 
try to wire leading local items daily. 

These will be condensed into a 
daily news report, with each paper 
given credit. It’s tentatively titled 
‘Your Home Town News.’ 




















London, Feb. 28. 


The popularity and success of th 
recent theatre television broadcast 


the British Broadcasting Corp. seri-| 


ously embarrassed. It looks like the- 


|atre television may do a runaway | 
and BBC may not be able to recap- | 


Shrewd private en- 
out-stepping the 


| ture its control, 
| trepreneurs are 


| BBC. 


| pears to have been a jump behind 
ithe other fellows all the time, and 
the visio transmitter. of the non- 
commercial government radio web 
stands in immediate peril of becom- 
ing merely a vassal of commercial 
interests, 

In a matter of days, situation has 
changed so violently that monopoly 
powers exercised by BBC look to 
have gone completely by the board; 
far as television 
sponsored radio is in, and the broad- 
| casting unit has got to set about a 
| complete readjustment of ideas. 
business, with its control of a heavy 
bankroll, jumped in and forced the 


as is 


ment or BBC to stem the tide may 
now result in wet feet. 

| Here’s just how the situation got 
}out of hand. BBC, backed by Gov- 
|ernment authority, unti] now held 
‘fast to its charter right of radio 
monopoly. Before visio, they had no 


| serious competition; but coming of 


As present tendencies go, BBC ap- | 


concerned, | 


Big | 


issue; any attempt by the Govern- | 





Non-Commercial BBC Embarrassed 
By Runaway Theatre Television 


the latter raised new problems of, BBC was desperately keen to get 


e | theatre transmission, forcing to an| television rights because it came 


issue the question of whether broad-| right slap in the middle of their big 


| ploitation. Official attitude 


| which Oscar Deutsch and his back- 
'ers are involved, proceeded with 
research for projecting programs on 
theatre screens; both have reached a 
| high degree of technical perfection. 
Many Huddles 

Month after month of powwows 
took place last year, involving Os- 
trers with BBC, the Television Ad- 
visory Committee (government ap- 
pointed) and the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, who is the state’s overlord of 
radio. And they couldn’t beat out 
a formula. Theatr. side were will- 
ing to cooperate all along, helping 
' BBC with its production side, but 
latter sheltered behind obvious copy- 
right and reproduction snags 
| were beund to arise. Gov't stood in 
| the background supporting this re- 
sistance, fearing a powerful propa- 
ganda medium might slip out of its 
grasp. 


Fight Started It 
Then the Ostrers were really 
smart. The Boon-Danahar fight had 
been built up as one of the biggest 
events in British boxing in years; 
public interest was colossal, and 





that | 





of the Boon-Dar.ahar prize fight has | casts must be held sacred for home publicity campaign, and could be ex- 
use only, and not for commercial ex- pected to sell more sets than any 
re- | other 
mained firm, although visio manu-| representing both Gaumont-British 
facturers, notably the Ostrer-financed | theatres and Baird, offered Syd Hulls 
| Baird system, and Scophony, with| and John Harding, promoting the 


possible program.  Ostrers, 


(Continued on page 2) 





Boston, March 7. 

Sedate Beacon Hill is housing a 
little theatre group devoted to the 
production of ‘significant,’ timely 
plays. 

In an antiquated little theatre 
called The Barn, the Ford Hall 
Forum Players are now presenting 
a dramatic plea for socialized medi- 
cine by Paul Sifton, Assistant Wages 
and Hours Administrator, and his 
wife. ‘The Doctors’ begin the 10th 
season for this group which has in- 
cubated Jeffrey Lynn and Philip 
Bourneuf, among others. 

With the sponsorship of the Forum, 
which is ‘organized on the lines 
of New York’s Town Hall, the 
Players were formed in 1929 under 
the direction of Charles Flato. Lilian 
Arnold, the present director, suc- 
ceeded him the following year and 
has guided the policy from the usual 
amateur predilection for classic re- 
vivals to plays of ‘peace, labor and 
general contemporary problems.’ 
Local authors are also encouraged 
to submit originals. 

Members all work during the day 
and meet at night. The director is a 
librarian, the business manager a 
lawyer. Players’ eventual hope is a 
permanent community theatre, play- 
ing professional repertory and filling 
a ‘long-felt need’ for Boston legit. 
They believe that half-baked tryouts 
dumped on Boston have soured the 
public, but that a serious and sin- 
cere group could win support. 


Hanging Hurts 


A $25,000 damage suit was filed 
Friday (3) in the N.Y. supreme court 
by Boris Demitroff, wrestler and ac- 
tor, against Universal Pictures for 
personal injuries suffered while ap- 
pearing in a scene for Universal 
Newsreel last year. 

Plaintiff claims that he was sup- 
posed to be hanged in the scene, 
which was shot in N.Y. As a result, 
Demitroff claims he suffered a neck 
infection. 
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Suit Charges Loew’ 


s Execs Hurt 


Own Co. by Helping Organize 20th 





Wilmington, Del., March 7. 
A conspiracy to defraud Loew’s 
stockholders in the organization of 


20th Century-Fox Pictures is 
charged in a suit filed in Chancery 
by Arnold Hermann, New York, 
Loew’s stockholder, Exorbitant 


salaries and bonuses, and granting 
relatives concessions and privileges 
at too high salaries, is charged in the 
complaint, which also asserts Darryl 
F. Zanuck was induced to resign 
fromm Warners and use his influence 
to persuade George Arliss to enter 
employment of the new company. 
Defendants named are: Loew’s, 
Inc., David Bernstein, Isadore Frey, 
Leopold Friedman, William A. 
Phillips, J. Robert Rubin, Nicholas 
M. Schenck, David Warfield, David 
Loew, Arthur Loew, Louis B. Mayer, 





Darryl F. Zanuck, Joseph M. 
Schenck,. William F. Goetz, J. E. 
Searle, J. R. Hazel, George N. 


Armsby and William A. Parker. 

In the organization of 20th-Fox | 
plaintiff charges the defendants, es- 
pecially Nicholas Schenck and 
Mayer, with inspiring loans and pro- 
viding the capital funds for a com- 
pany which has become the ‘strong- 
est competitor’ of Loew’s. After or- 
ganization, bill charges, the defend- 
ants loaned actors, artists, directors, 
writers, and other talent from 
Loew’s to 20th ‘for grossly inade- 
quate compensation.’ 

Suit asks that the defendants be 
enjoined from disposing of any 20th 
stock they hold; that their stock be 
sequestered to compel appearance; 
that the 20th stock of the defendants 
be impressed with a trust in favor 
of Loew’s and be decreed Loew’s 
property; that the defendants ac- 
count for alleged misappropriation of 
money and for loan of Loew’s stars 
and other talent to Selznick, Inc. 


PIC COMMITTEE 
TO STUDY VISIO 


In order that the picture industry 
may develop a policy of cooperation 
with television, when the latter 
passes from experimental to com- 
mercial operation, the Hays organi- 
zation has named a committee, with 
J. Robert Rubin, chairman, to in- 
vestigate and recommend. 

Hays office also has engaged 
Courtland Smith, formerly head of 
Pathe News and one-time secretary 
of the Motion Picture Producers & 
Distributors Assn, to conduct a full 
survey for the committee. 

Smith also was editor of Fox 
Movietone and is known in the trade 
as an inventor entirely familiar with 
the technical phases of television. He 
will conduct his survey mainly from 








| General 





New York. 

The Hays office made a television 
survey scveral years ago. The pres- 
ent one consequently is to inform 
the picture industry on its current 
status, if anything important has de- 
veloped that should be laid before 
film executives and any phase of 
television that may effect the film 
business. 





Keaton’s Comeback 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Buster Keaton is trying a come- 
back as a comic in a new deal with | 
Columbia. 
Pact calls for a pair of two-reelers, 
with _—s for ateitions! shorts. 


Neagle in ‘Title Role Of 


‘Marie Loyd’ in London 


London, March 7 
First Hollywood feature to be 
made by Imperadio Pictures, RKO- 
English production company, will be 








hall entertainer. Anne Neagle is set 
for the femme lead, with negotia- 


star. Film will be in color. 

Miss Lloyd attracted attention in | 
America as e2rly as 1907. Her songs | 
in the U. 


and elsewhere S. 


was originally revicwed by VARIETY. | 
A sistér, Alice Lloyd, is still head- | 
lining in English show biz. 











17 VISIO LICENSES 


ISSUED IN AMERICA 





Washington, March 7. 
There are 17 television plants cur- 
rently conducting experiments in vis- 
ual transmission, according to most 
recent FCC check. Revision of li- 
cense lists showed six more transmit- 


ters in course of construction, due to | 


take the air in the immediate future. 

List was headed by General Elec- 
tric, which recently has been 
awarded four construction permits 
for image plants at Bridgeport, 
Schenectady and Albany. RCA had 
tickets for three stations, NBC and 
Phileo for two each. Others cata- 
loged were: 

CBS, Don Lee, Allen B. DuMont 
Laboratories, Farnsworth Television, 
Inc., First National Television, Inc., 
Television Corp., Kansas 
State College of Agriculture, Purdue 
University, Radio Pictures, Inc., Uni- 
versity of Iowa, and Zenith Radio 
Corp. 

Power assignments vary widely, 
from 15 watts in the case of the 
Philco plant at Philadelphia, W3XP, 
to the 30 kw outlet of RCA, W3XEP, 
at Camden. Including construction 
permits in existence, nine of the ex- 
perimenters are using 1 kw or more 
juice, 


RKO’s Net ’38 Profits 
Placed at $173,578 


The consolidated net earnings of 
RKO for the year ended Dec. 31, 
1938, was $173,578, as against $1,821,- 
165 the year previous, according to 
O. C. Doering, attorney representing 
Irving Trust, who disclosed the fig- 
ures in an application for allowances 
to Federal Judge William Bondy on 
Monday (6). 

The judge reserved decision on the 
application of $85,000 for Irving 
Trust and $95,000 for William J. 
Donovan, attorney for Irving Trust, 
who are seeking ad-interim fees for 
their services covering the period 
of Oct., 1937-Oct., 1938. 








SAILINGS 


April 15 (Los Angeles to Tahiti), 
Del Lord (Haraki). 

March 11 (New York to London), 
George Sanders, Morris Helprin 
(Queen Mary). 

March 4 (West [Indies Cruise), 
Mr. and Mrs. Abel Green, Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur ‘Burs’ Baer, Arthur 
Schwartz (Champlain). 

March 4 (London to New York), 
Charles P. Skouras, Alfred Hitch- 
cock, Eric Boon, Sid Hulls, Sir Har- 
old Wernhar (Queen Mary). 

March 3 (London to New York), 
Eddie ~ Peabody, Dorothy Buccola 
(President Harding). 

March 3 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu), Erskine Caldwell (Lurline). 

March 3 (New York to Paris), 
Claire Luce, Tchelitcheff, Henry 
Hector Bolitho, George White, Rene 
Le Roy, E. L. ‘Curly’ Lambeau, 
Count and Countess von Tripp 

(Normandie). 

March 2 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 

Jan Rubini (Mariposa). 


ARRIVALS 


(At the Port of New York) 
Bruno Walter, Margaret Williams, 








story of Marie Lloyd, English music | 


tions now on for Cary Grant te co- | 


won her acclaim at the Palace, N. Y., | 
She | 
again appeared at the Palace in No- | 
vember, 1913, six years after her act | 


| Stell Anderson, Ogden Nash, God- 
frey Tearle, Leo Genn, Roger Max- 
| well, Eve Curie, Anthony Ireland, 
Laurier Lister, Patricia Godfrey, 
George Cross, Karl Schnabel, Mar- 
raret Rawlings. 


LESLIE HOWARD PROD. 
TO BE BACKED BY RKO 


London, March 7. 

Phil Reisman, foreign manager for 
RXO, has announced that his New 
York office has approved a deal 
whereby his company will finance a 
Leslie Howard unit here on the same 
basis as Imperadio Pictures. Impe- 
radio, an English producing com- 
| pany, is reported here to have been 
entirely financed by RKO, which 
will distribute at cost, the producer 
getting the first coin and the dis- 
tributor participating after the pro- 
duction cost is out of the way. 
peradio will make several features 
in Great Britain annually and one 
or two in Hollywood. 

Anne Neagle is set to appear in the 
initial U. S. film, and sails shortly. 
First feature in England will be 
‘Kitchener of Khartoum,’ in color, 
with many Hollywood stars used. 

Imperadio was formét so that Her- 
bert Wilcox could continue making 
films for RKO release. Wilcox ar- 
rived here with Reisman March 3. 


WB'S $6,000,000 
39 LOAN PLAN 


Official confirmation of a bank 
loan to swing its 1939 bond exchange 
plan was made by Warner Bros. yes- 
terday (Tuesday) in a letter to bond- 
holders. Company has finished ar- 
rangements for a bank credit agree- 
ment covering a secured loan in 
maximum amount of $6,000,000, ma- 
turing in varying amounts every six 
months starting April 1, 1940, and 
ending April 1, 1944. How much the 
loan will be depends on how many 
bonds have not been exchanged 
when the 6% convertible deben- 
tures come due next September. 
Copy of the agreement has been 
filed with the Securities & Exchange 
Commission, 

Statement to holders of bonds 
showed that $19,266,000 principal 
amount of debentures have been de- 
posited under the plan of exchange, 
announced last July, certificates of 
deposit having been issued in that 
amount, It also stated that the com- 
pany has purchased in the open mar- 
ket $471,000 principal amount of 
these certificates to be used for sink- 
ing fund purposes for the proposed 
new debentures, also bearing 6%. 
Company also has purchased in the 
open market $3,102,000 principal 
amount of debentures, of which $1,- 
700,000 have been retired and the 
remaining $1,402,000 held in the 
treasury for retirement in due 
course. 

WB’s statement was that after al- 
lowing for these purchases, there re- 
main outstanding $25,827,000 princi- 
pal amount of certificates of deposit 
and debentures. Same statement es- 
timates that second quarter earnings 
for the three-month period ending 
Feb. 25, this year, will be in excess 
of the similar quarter last year, 
when they totalled $1,139,018. 


Chaplin and UA May 


Examine French Tobis 




















An application by Charles Chap- 
lin, Chaplin Film Corp. and United 
Artists to examine the president and 
secretary of Films Sonores Tobis, 
S. A., before trial was granted last 
week by Federal Judge Alfred C. 
Coxe in New York. 

Chaplin and UA are being sued 
for an injunction and an accounting 





‘on ‘Modern Times,’ which Tobis 
claims plagiarizes ‘A Nous La 
Liberte,’ French film vroduced by 


Films Sonores Tobis. 





CGiher News of 


Interest to Films 





ASCAP vs. Radio skirmishing 
Amos ’n’ Andy shift to CBS 


Radio. reviews: 


/ 





Joe Cook. Gloria Dickson, Bonita Granville. .. 
Hepburn’s ‘Philadelphia Story’ record gross....... 


23 
23 
39 
41 
41 
41 


48 
59 
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Non-Commercial Television 


Wednesday, March 8, 1939 














Visi 10 Fisio Prize 


Fisht Chicks 





seigneur, 


the ringside. 


London, Feb. 28. 


Boon-Danahar fight, as seen on theatre television, was a thrill, and 
has got the whole film industry intensely worried with its indication 
of a virile new form of entertainment that may change the whole 
structure of the business. Show was seen on two systems, Baird, at 
Marble Arch Pavilion, and Tatler, Scophony, at Marble Arch Mon- 
In comparison, Baird is easily tops for size of picture, using 
a screen 15 by 12 feet, as against Scophony’s 6 by 5 feet, but latter 
won by a clear k.o, where clarity and brilliance was concerned. 

Quality of reproduction, though, didn’t matter; what counted was 
that the theatres were jammed to the roofs with rabid fight fans, who 
sat the battle through yelling their heads off, just as if they were at 











(Continued from page 1) 





prizefight, a fee of some hundreds of 
pounds for permission to reproduce 
the contest on their screens. 

Hulls and Harding grabbed the 
dough without hesitation, promptly 
told BBC if it wanted visio rights 
it would have to pocket its pride and 
let G-B use the broadcast. So, 
rather than lose a good program, 
BBC fell for it, though endeavoring 
to cover itself by issuing a nean- 
ingless Press statement the conces- 
sion was not to be regarded as a 
precedent. If it was not that, they 
gave no indication of what they 
thought it might be. 


Exhibiter Cemplicated 


Even at that, there might have 
been further delay in crystallizing 
the situation, determining how and 
when public reproduction of pro- 
grams might be permitted. But ex- 
hibitor Jack Davis, who, if he makes 
a living out of his theatres, certainly 


Hays’ 17th Anni 


Will Hays quietly observed his 
17th year as head of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Assn. 
Sunday (5). 

Hays became the first president of 
the MPPDA on March 5, 1922. His 
present contract runs uniil March, 
1941. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Don Ameche. 
Robert Armbruster, 
Rose Bampton, 
Binnie Barnes. 
Russell Bennett. 
Edgar Bergen. 
Pandro Berman. 
Arch Bowles. 
Jack Brower. 
Dorothy Brown, 
Arthur Bryan. 

W. E. Calloway. 
Henry Fiske Carle. 
Diana Carlson. 
Howard Chandler. 
Max Cohen. 
Lester Cowan. 
Donald Dickson. 
Sam Eckman. 
Steve Hannagan. 
Moss Hart. 

Milt Howe. 

Paul Kelly. 

Ruth Adams Knight. 
Cal Kuhl. 
Dorothy Lamour. 
Laudy Lawrence. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Arthur Loew. 
Dick Mack. 

Clem McCarthy. 
Laurence Olivier. 
Sam Rinzler. 
Flora Robson. 
Wynn Rocamora. 
James Roosevelt. 
Richard Rosson. 
William A. Scully. 
J. J. Sullivan. 
Joe Seider. 

Jack Skirball. 
Homer Tasker. 
Olcott Vail. 
Anthony Veiller. 
Roy Webb. 
George White. 
Jock Whitney. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Neil F. Agnew. 
Barney Balaban. 
William A. Brady. 
Trem Carr. 

Bob Colwell. 

Scott R. Dunlap. 
Grace George. 
Sonja Henie. 
Sidney Howard. 





Jack Kapp. 

S. R. Kent. 

Bert Lahr. 

Elliot Nugent. 
William F. Rodgers. 
Louis Schurr. 


doesn’t command the resources be- 
hind G-B, threw a chestnut in the 
fire by demanding similar facilities 
for a new translux type of cinema he 
was just opening, and which he had 
had fitted with a Scophony big 
screen apparatus. And the BBC 
turned him down! They said they 
had no power to grant him permis- 
sion, because they understood Hulls 
and Harding had sold exclusive 
rights to Gaumont. 


Davis let out a yell, immediately 
charged BBC with abetting a com- 
mercial monopoly by allowing state- 
owned services to be exploited by 
G.-B., and threatened to carry the 
matter to Parliament. At the same 
time he so pestered Syd Hulls that 
eventually latter accepted a price so 
that Davis could use the broadcast, 
too. Funny end of the situation is, 
both Davis and G.-B. get publicity 
worth many times the- cost, Syd 
Hulls gets a nice rake-off, but BBC 
gets not a sausage! 


Moreover, in a letter to Jack Davis 
over signature of its television di- 
rector, Gerald Cock, BBC had 
opened the door wider by revealing 
it was ready to consider further pub- 
lic broadcasts on stated conditions. 
These were that only remote broad- 
casts, such as those of sporting 
events, would be eligible, and that 
permission of the promoters must 
naturally first be got. This offers the 
theatres a wide range of valuable 
screen material, such as interna- 
tional football games, athletic events, 
the Derby, Oxford and Cambridge 
boatrace, fights, ice hockey contests 
and so on. 

So theatre television is in. Both 
Gaumont-British and Jack Davis are 
ready to jump in with installations 
at more theatres. G.-B. ready to put 
Baird units in 20 or 30 London cine- 
mas, Davis playing ball with Sco- 
phony, who could service 10 houses 
for him in a short time. Scophony, 
too, must eventually go into the 
Odeon theatres, but at this time it 
lags slightly behind Baird with its 
big screen equipment, and its larg- 
est practicable size is about 8 ft., 
which is suitable for a small ca- 
pacity news theatre, but useless for 
the 2,000 seat Odeons. Company is 
near ready with a 16 ft. screen sys- 
tem, but meanwhile Baird has the 
more practicable job, which gives an 
image up to 15 ft. in dimension. 

Until the bigger job is complete, 
Deutsch and Scophony obviously 
will willingly tag along with Jack 
Davis, which means when future 
events are televized threats of a 
price war are already brewing. That 
means G-B. vs. Odeon, and when 
John Maxwell brings his Associated 
British chain into the fray, possibly 
by linking with another major radio 
concern like E.M.I.-Marconi, who 
have dickered with big screen stuff, 
there'll be fun and games for all. 

Meantime, exhibitors are already 
seeing the red light. The fact all 
three theatres relaying the fight had 
the S.R.O. boards well in evidence— 
with a $5 top at that—points to a 
big market for this form of enter- 
tainment, and that means the whole 
face of the industry might change 
overnight. London exhibs, natural- 
ly, have got the jitters worst, be- 
cause the developments threaten 
them directly at this time, and their 
section of Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Ass'n is already demanding the par- 
ent body set up and maintain a live 
committee to watch every step taken 
by visio and protect them against 
its onslaughts. 

Newsreels, likewise, are on some- 
what of a spot, and their first re- 
action was to boycott the event com- 
pletely. But because that might look 
like cutting off their nose to spite 
their face, G.-B. decided to combine 
the rights for which they. had paid, 
and put the show on their reel as 
well, at the same time handing prints 





over to Universal News, which is its 
{stable companion. Other reels were 
| offered footage, but failed to reach 
agreement on terms. 
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FEWER FILMS IN ’39-40 





0th’s Studio Expansion Up at Coast 


Huddles; Skouras Chiefs Go East 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Sidney Kent is resting at Joseph 
Schenck’s desert retreat prior to the 





Einfeld Stays East Until 


WB Conventicn Finale 
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WB, R 
hil 


Some of the Other 














Majors 
May Follow — Unsettled 
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(Goldwyn’s Suit Vs. 
Quick Reply from Silverstone: 
Control of Co. Appears Issue 


UA Brings 


20th-Fox sales session later in the | ' | 
week. Also here for the product —— Foreign Situation, Thea-. Bondholder S Suit Vs | An action for a declaratory judg- 
huddles are Herman Wobber and Charles Einfeld, Warner Bros. v.p. q ett aeaen ae ee 


Les Whelan, director of foreign pub- 
licity 

Parleys with Schenck, Darryl 
Zanuck and William Goetz are ex- 
pected to last two weeks, with the 


$$ —— 4 


in charge of publicity-advertising, is 
expected to remain in New York 
until the end of the annual sales 
convention, March 16-17. 

He came east two weeks ago to 





tre Divorcement, Ten- 


dency Toward More Im-| Fal Now Definitely Co'd 


. . | 
portation, Scare Factors in 


Holding Down U. S. Pro- ‘Y 





The Appellate Division of the New 
ork supreme court Friday (3) 


Corporation as defendant, was com- 
menced last week, March 1, by Sam- 
| uel Goldwyn and Samuel Goldwyn, 
Inc. Summons and complaint were 
served on Edward C. Raftery, secre- 


program formulated for the sales | supervise the handling of ‘Yes, My| dyction |unanimously affirmed a four-year-| ‘tary of the UA corporation, and 
meet in Chicago March 30. Studio | Darling Daughter’ wnen it came up | e |old decision by Supreme Court Jus- legal counsel also. 

»f ° ‘ ar 7 2ecvea . | ‘ (i *¢ are . r >47) * 
expansion will also be discussed dur- before the State Board of Regents tice Saivatore A. Cotillo, and dis- Coast producers law sult came 


ing Kent’s stay. 





ENGLAND BECKONS 


| missed a suit brought by Robert S. 


with startling swiftness on the heels 


Skouras Chiefs East Levy, holder of $5,000 of Paramount of rumcrs emanating from the Coast 

Arch Bowles, acting head of the 9 jokin Fe | bonds, against Paramount Publix | ¢ver since stockholders of the com- 
Fex-West Coast circuit, leads that | ® The likelihood is strong that the |C°'P. the Chase National Bank of pad a onc cree See 

ete tila aha . ln cries, Bigrye I. ¥ iDlig ~ aley January. hese rumors, ¢ i 

growp™ division chie fs east to meet nationally-organized producing-dis- | N. Y., CBS, William S. Paley, 24 oo eee. bia ee oe pe pe 
Charles Skouras on his return from tributing companics will schedule officers and directors of Paramount, | to statements now made public, were 
two-month trip abroad. fewer features for the 1939-40 sea- | and eight N. Y. banks. boct~ i crest thaied 
Joining Bowles en route will be son than for this year due to un-| Suit charged misconduct and con- es ee gti: seekir , bsolut 
Frank Ricketson, of Denver, Elmer settled foreign situation, the con-|nivance between the directors, the oe ee ee re 


domination of its affairs. 


Rhoden, of Kansas City, and H. J. cern over chain divorcement, which | banks and CBS and sought to re- Cary See : 
Fitzgerald, of Milwauk >. They will would upset the domestic market, |cover damages the bondholders al- | Serving of legal papers brought 


report on circuit activities and mull 
product buys for New season. 

New York session may last two 
weeks, after which Skouras and 





NOW COLD 








and the tendency toward importation | 
of more product from the other side. 
Also, 
turn more importantly 





legedly suffered. 


PAR-RKO TIEUP 





the American companies may | 
to the pro- | 


an immediate response from UA 
| the following day (2). On behalf of 
| the defendant company and four of 
its five owners, Mary Pickford, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Charles Chaplin 


Bowles return to the Coast. Washington, March 7, duction of their own pictures in| 
5 land Alexa " 
Anticipated public sale of Colum- | England. pant Masato 
pe I c sale of Colum : | ager Murray Silverstone stated: 
‘bia Pictures stock promised by Sam|_ During the past year, Metro and 
J. Briskin, v.-p. of Columbia, was Paramount have joined Warner Silverstone’s Statement 


MORROS DEAL 





called off last week when the studio 
withdrew a petition for Securities 
& Exchange Commission approval of 





| Bros. and Twentieth-Fox in produc- 
ing their own films on English soil. 
Understood 20th will increase its 


OBJECTED 10 





‘Mr. Golawyn has 
tion against us, 


brought an ac- 
asking the Court to 
cancel his present exclusive contract 


registration statement covering an- | Schedule in England for 39-40, spend- | and to reinstate his previous non-ex- 
other 37,500 shares of no-par com-|ing about $5,000,000 over there. clusive contract. 
mon and equal number of voting Monogram discussed a plan to pro- ‘Goldwyn bases his claim upon 
trust certificates. After having be- duce a half dozen or so in London three grounds: First, .ha’ we have 
come automatically effective through | @uring the coming -year, but has = a breached our contract with him by 
failure to file another in the series | ‘bled the thought for the time be-| yon s Stover, as attorney for |Consenting to the formation by 
of postponements, the statement was ing. Bigs —_ caer ation ar ean | Ernest W. Stirn of Milwaukee, RKO a and Fairbanks of separate 
ten ‘ allies ig. | going across in the spring, at whic roduci o ian oT 
a a he gr oogy 4 <a =a time the matter will be further dis- | Clase 2 seknenee,. See. ee Sees pceduciin od. aloe 4 rie 
inally docketed Oct. 26, Pa with conan a shaken | tional objections to the confirmation ae uc re ° “> by a for 
: : the last stopper submitted Feb. 7, | **eer™ 7 ganizati release through us. Goldwyn claims 
mente Bhoevee, fnemer Faremewns | paiey af tenet included 25,625| For this season (1938-39), the 11 | = oS? yar pi aggre that this consent, given to two of our 


producer, has closed a joint produc- 
tion and distribution deal with Leon 
Siritzky, French picture producer, 
for the release of seven French pic- 
tures in the U. S. Morros also ar- 
ranged for acquisition of American 
remake rights on two completed and 
four uncompleted French produc- 
tions. 

Pictures involved in deal include 
‘Le Roi S’Amuse’ (‘The King Amuses 
Himself’), an Emil Natan production 


which has just finished a 15-week | 








option allowing him to buy at $13.56 
and sell at the market level. 


sued in the event the total outstand- 
ing tickets were increased, since 
Briskin’s bargain agreement allowed 
a further option if this state of af- 
fairs developed. 

Stock would not have been handed 
over, in actuality, since v.t.c.’s were 
to have been issued simultaneously, 














shares reserved for Briskin under an | 


Re- | 
maining 11,875 shares were to be is- | 





nationally setup producers, including 
Grand National, scheduled a total of 
577 pictures. GN scheduled 68, but 
due to difficulties it is doubtful 
whether this company will be able to 
deliver and also very uncertain what 
its 1939-40 plans may be. 
10 Cos.’ 509 Features 


The other 10 companies, Columbia, 
Metro, Monogram, Paramount, RKO, 
Republic, 20th-Fox, United Artists, 
Universal and Warner Bros. sched- 
uled a total of 509 features for the 


repeated his former accusations that 
the plan had not been approved by 
two-thirds of the creditors, or a ma- 
jority of the stockholders, and 
charges that the plan makes no pro- 
vision for a normal consumption, 
after confirmation. Stover claims 
that 30 days should be the time 
allowed to elapse. Or, in lieu of 
this, it is suggested that Atlas Corp. 
give security in the amount of 
$1,500,000 towards its agreement to 











stockholders, constitutes a breach of 
his contract, since such consent was 
given over his objection. 

‘The second ground is that under 
Korda’s contract with our company, 
he must render his services exclu- 
sively to us. Goldwyn claims that 
Korda has become interested in 
other pictures in England, with our 
acquiescense, and that this consti- 
tutes a breach of Goldwyn’s con- 
tract. 

‘The third ground is the claim of 



































ym in London; ‘Qual o uae current season. Indications for 39-40 | S©cure an underwriter for the new Goldwyn that UA permitted Korda 
(Port of Shadows’), a _ Gregory | are that the total for these companies bonds. oe (Continued on page 4) 
Rabinovitch production; ‘Hotel du CONS. FILM STRESSES will run somewhere under 500 and He charges bad *aith on the part 
Nord,’ a Lucashevitsch production | ’ possibly as low as 475. This decrease | °f Atlas in failing to include this | ‘a 
with Annabella and Louis Jouvet. | REPUBLIC \) BIZ GAINS in the total for the big 10 is likely | $1,500,000 in its deficit column in the | 
These three, Morros considers the | in spite of the fact that Monogram, | 20nual report of the corporation, and | 
outstanding pictures among the 34) | which finally came out of the red | hints that it means Atlas will never | RIETY 
films he screened in Paris and Lon-/| Healthy pickup in the business of | jgst fall, is increasing its list by 12 | g9 through with its promise of un- ||| 
don. Republic Pictures during the past | pictures. | derwriting. | Trade Mark Registered 
Morros is also dickering with | year, when James Grainger was! In addition to Warner Bros., which! He objects to Floyd B. Odlum, N. ||| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Metro for its rights to the James M. | president and in charge of sales, was plans 48 for the coming season as| Peter Rathvon, Conde Nast and ee Sinerben’ oo Ine. 
Cain story, ‘The Postman Always stressed by Consolidated Film In- | against 52 this year, and 48 for RKO Frederick Ehrman on the board of 154 West 46th Street, New York City 
Rings Twice.’ Picture was never | dustries, Inc., in its annual statement | as against 54 this year, some of the | directors, because they represent the wena en ee 
produced here, due to ban of the | for 1938, mailed to stockholders last | other majors may cut their schedules | Atlas-Lehman Bros. interests, who ||| Annual..... $10 Voveles....:. aan 
Hays organization, but has been|week. Gross income of Republic , due to conditions, which, for five of | have representation on the Para- 1 TF Single Gemeiséo0c cevsccaeebe 5 Cents 
made into a French film by Smadja.|rose nearly $1,100,000, while con- | them, include the danger of losing | mount board. This, he claims, is in | 
If censorship angles can be cleared | tracts signed for the showing of Re- | their theatres. These companies are | violation of the U. S. monopoly suit ||| Vol. 133 Co No. 13 
up, Morros will import the film for | public pictures increased 2812%, Or | Paramount, Twentieth, RKO, Metro | against the major companies pend- | ail 
this country. be? 4s . land Warner Bros. ahggy nase with | ing in the N. Y. N. Y. federal court now. | - a 
Two American companies, one a onsolidate as a heavy invest- | around 1,700 theatres, depends very Poe ete © 
producing and the other distributing,| ment in Republic. Report also | importantly on its own houses and | INDEX 
are now being formed here and a|showed that Consolidated is out of | may not feel inclined to maintain the | BOB GILLHAM MAY G0 | Advance Production Chart. 29 
Marivaux theatre will be opened in | the record business as a result of the! same large program of features as eS toe a aa eee 55 
New York as an outlet for pictures | ‘sale for $690,100 of American Record | jn the past. This company, as well eit so aa ee 61 
Morros is bringing over from France. |Co. holdings to Columbia Broadcast- | as others, depends not only on its | INTO PAR PROD. DEPT. Cc t 58 
Morros will open N. Y. headquar-|ing System. | own chain but on the theatres of the iH POROOEE 6c ccccccccsecvove 
ters before returning to the Coast the New earnings of Consolidated | others as film outlets. a i, | Dative Bands 61465 .5668 065 49-50 
end of the month. Office will be in ‘totalled $616,696, after all charges, | Par this season (38-39) scheduled | Bob Gillham, advertising-publicity } Exploitation ............. 8 
charge of Samy Siritzky, who ar- ‘as against net of $605,755 in 1937. | 59 pictures, while 20th-Fox is deliv- chief of Paramount, at present on || 15 Years Ago............. 52 
rives from Europe Thursday (9). | Earnings for _ Ay ere equal to | ering y sg RKO ag rg ag ie the pk Aa pod "es =o | erika ‘Sublets 18 
1.54 per referred share as com-/| crease its program for 1e Ome an xe ive Ca ‘ity as ye 10 } gt its 
mo ewith, $1.51 in the preceding | semester to 59 and, as —_ may | worked out. a is said to have poe hee i sete eeeeepeeeseee a ro 
i i year. Compan aid $1 per pre-| schedule a like number for the com- | been interested in entering that || ouse Reviews...........26-27 
A Big, Wide Boo i i in “dividend during | ing season. Columbia went to 56) branch of Par activity. Post may ||| Inside—Legit ............. 56 
: Hollywood, March 7. | 1939. | last year. This company, always late | be assistant to Y. Frank Freeman. || Inside—Radio ..........6. 44 
Spook House,’ a ghost comedy, is | Consolidated earned surplus of/in lining up its new program, may While west, the home office de- ||| International News....... 23 
—_ E. snug deere arrer yon 4 Consolidated Film as of Dec. 3], be among those reducing. : partment which Gillham has headed 1] Joe Laurie Ee oe : 6 
Gakuin T signed contract wit | 1938, amounted to $3,584,199. UA’s Possible Reduction ; for several years is in charge of Legitimate eciéidescwsaae 56-59 
Sse ities ied ‘ne! VA is also a question due to = Alec Moss and Al Wilkie, former oo ever reer yy pe oe 
play from a story by Rol on hg | fuss Sam Goldwyn is having with over advertising-exploitation-press ya aerate a ee -50 
story by Rober ourey- | Inventor Sues UA Over |the company. Should he withdraw | books, latter over all publicity mat- New ACIS ves eeeeeeee arene 52 
Chimp Suit Settled Patents on Fog Effects ' following the suit get Hg Se od ters. 1 Se oe — ‘seventh eenden ate 
' = Ss that purpose last week, his walk | Cl ty se eer 2 
Los Angeles, March 7. - _ i ee . six | CURGOOES. . i.e ces ee eka eek ee 
Suit for $76,050 over the death of Los Angeles, March 7. | would gros ry pn ae | Warner to Sales Meet | Stee ee m, - 
Jiggs, chimpanzee, against Par-| Howard H. Batt has filed suit) pictures which he schedules each | : (ll radio 39-48 
amount, was settled out of court. against United Artists, charging in- | year. Hollywood, March 7. | || “p ae tide ‘a 
Jacqueline Gentry, owner of Jiggs, | fringement of his patent for produc-| The only official announcements | J. L. Warner and Hal Wallis will } aedie..decoathaaalt: 7 
claimed her chimp died of pneu-| ing fog and smoke effects in pictures. of 39-40 programs so far made are attend Warners sales convention in | Unit ta a eee 63 
monia brought on by work during The Federal action demands aj} those of Monogram and WB, with , New York March 13-14. Vaudeville ; 51 54 
inclement weather at early morning| permanent injunction and an ac-| 54 and 48, respectively. WB has a, W. E. Calloway and N. H. Brower, | PEVINIE «weer en sees ---odl- 
hours on Paramount locations. counting to determine damages. | (Continued on page 61) | Coast distrib heads, also go along. | 
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IATSE Putting Pressure on Distribs 
To Boycott Non-Unien Theatres | ing the bag and drinking coffee... | 


Two Tin Pan Alley alimony-payers | 





+ 
| 
In a move which is interpreted in COL S PRE-CONVENSH 
the trade as placing unprecedented > 


pressure on 
their studios and the theatres they 
control, the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Empl 


+ 


yees is at- 


tempting to get distributors to can- 
cel all film service to certain non- 
union exhibitors which the IATSE, 


ated unions, are trying to 


or its affili 
organize. 


Pending conferences, first of which 


was held ye rday (Tuesday) after- 
noon, it is not known in film circles 
just how far the IATSE may go in 
its campaign to force the unioniza- 


tion of theatre circuits, or individual 


exhibs. which have refused to fall in 
line. For some time certain indie 
chains in the east, notably in e 
Greater New York area, have stead- 
fastly siayed out ol the IATSE 
Through Local 306, N. Y I 
Picture M e- Opel 

with the LAISE, efloris Nave 

made to oust a rival indie u 
Empire Operators, from A. I! 
Schwariz Century and Springer- 
Cocalis houses. Various of 
theatres are still being picket 

306. 

Home offices of producer-distrib: 
tors were reported to have been 
thrown into somewhat of a panic 
Monday (6) when telegrams came 


in which sought their cooperation 
toward unionization of houses and 
circuits which have continually re- | 
sisted negotiations looking to em-| 
ployment of IATSE members. Meet- | 
ing to discuss the situation was held 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday), but | 
not known that any were | 
reached. 

Question which arises out of the | 


decisions 


unique IATSE move is what the | 
IATSE or its affilated unions, in- 
cluding operators and _ stagehands, | 


as well as possibly IATSE men in| 
the studios, will be asked to do in | 
the event distributors should not re- 
fuse film service to non-union the- 
atres. The exhibitors, regardless of 
whether they recognize the IATSE 
or not, have contracts with the dis- 
tributors, but these theatres, how- | 
ever, are playing union-made film. 
That angle may figure in the pres- 
ent alarming situation. 


PAR HITS PEAK; 
STEAM UP ON 8 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Paramount hits its spring produc- 
tion peak this month with eight new 
pictures due to roll and three al- 
ready in work. 

Newcomers on the schedule are 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Bulldog Drummond,’ 
*Million Dollar Legs,’ ‘North of Sing- 








producer-disiributors, | 


SALES POWWOW IN N.Y. 


Abe Montague, Columbia Picture 


aies head, called all 


sales managers into home office con- 
ference last Tht r 
(2-5 ) fc r the 
1} y hh] 
eiin probdic 
lineup. Plan in - 
( e i’ 
followed t S se . 
20ih-Fox k ed by 
unusual numbe € ensive \ 
pl 
¢ 2 N na ft > 
} $ er anda 
-equire- 
A’ c- 
‘ ene 


totore 

quantity 

‘ umbdia’s British contingent was 
gether by e Friedman and 
f a three-day con- 


n L n ion starting March 4. 


PAR, 20TH, M- 


EXECS WEST 
ON SALES 


Neil F. Agnew, Par distribution 
chieftaia, heads west with Barney 
Balaban to discuss product setup for 
the 1939-40 season, probably shoving 
off by the end of next week. Pending 


huddles on the Coast with Y. Frank | 


Freeman, William Le Baron and 
others, no sales convention plans | 
have been tentatively set up. Com- 
pany held regionals last year. 

S. R. Kent. who will be met on 
Coast by Herman Wobber, now in| 
Miami, left Friday (3). A produc- 


tion meeting at the 20th-Fox studio 
is set for March 16, preliminary to 
the Chicago sales convention of the 
company March 30, 

On the same train west with Kent, 
William F. Rodgers is going out also 
for production conferences. He will 
stop off at Chicago on the return 
trip to conduct the Metro sales meet- 
ing there March 19. 


PAR’S ‘LIFE’ CREATES 
SWITCHES IN PLAY 


Production of the film version of 
‘What a Life’ by Paramount is neces- 








apore,’ ‘Us Americans,’ 
*What a Life,’ ‘The Star Maker’ and 
*Happy Ending.’ 

Currently in work are ‘Great 
Enemy,’ ‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ 
and ‘The Magnificent Fraud.’ 


Chaplin Pic Stalled 


Hollywood, March 7. 

David O. Selznick’s loan of Paul- 
eite Goddard to Paramount for ‘The 
Cat and the Canary’ indicates 
further delay in the start of the 
Charles Chaplin picture, ‘The Dic- 

tors.’ 

Announced to play opposite Chap- 
lin in his comedy, Miss Goddard will 
be kept busy on the Paramount lot 
until late in April. ‘Dictators’ was 
supposed to roll this month. 











U’s Commersh Pix 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Universal is making commercial 
films, with two three-reelers already 
completed for the Denver & Rio 
Grande R.R. while another for Sea- 


‘Air Raid,’ | 


sitating various adjustments to two 
| Broadway legit shows and to the 

Kate Smith radio program. Clifford 
| Goldsmith, author of the play, went 
ito the Coast last week to work on 
the screen adaptation on a one-pic- 
ture deal. 

Betty Field, who created the part 
of the schoolgirl heroine in the play 
currently at the Mansfield, N. Y., and 
who subsequently withdrew to go 
into George Abbotts’ other produc- 
_tion, ‘Primrose Path,’ at the Bilt- 
|more, N. Y., leaves the latter play 
{this week to repeat her ‘Life’ role 
|in the Paramount film. She is being 
replaced in ‘Primrose’ by Mary 
| Mason. Vaughn Glazer likewise 
leaves ‘Life’ this week to do his 
| high school principal characteriza- 
;tion in the picture, being replaced 
| by Fleming Ward, of the same cast. 
Latter’s sub has not been selected. 
James Corner, originally in the 
the cast play but who since left 











the cast, will also be in the film. 


Swansdown radio program has re- 


|newed its option on the ‘Henry All- 
|drich’ series for another 13 weeks 
| beginning in April, picking up Ezra 


| 


board Airline is slated to roll this | Stone’s ticket for the title part. 


week. 

Understanding is that films will be 
shown only at business gatherings 
and not used in regular theatre bills. 





Cooper’s New Contract 
Hollywood, March 7. 

Samuel Goldwyn handed Gary 
Cooper another term contract. 

Cooper’s next Goldwyn picture is 
‘The Real Glory,’ an outdoor yarn 
about the conquest of the Philip- 
vines. 


Betty Field’s part will be written 
out, at least during her stay on the 


Coast. 
Burns’ 3 R’s 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Jack Yelien is scripting the ‘Amer- 
ican School Teacher’ as a Bob Burns 
starrer at RKO. 
Studio is also readying ‘Salute to 
Hate’ for Cliff Reid production, 











‘Lindy’s Late’ 


By BILL HALLIGAN 





They sat around the table punch- 


and a kibitzer. It was 3:30 in the 
morning. and a waiter stood off ata 
distance and eyed them with evident 
He wished they would go 
him. 


distaste. 


His feet hurt 


‘B me another cup of Java,’ 
one of the trio. ‘I ought to be 
, 4 7 } .7 Ix 
conelu ied alin © iy 
‘y » tel é thought the 
er & he m ved away 
trouble with the ASCAP.’ 
. rot ‘ full 
A ‘ as 
€ id 
t < t€ > 
T . } + + y 1. . . = 
i three not tunes ist year, 
1d what did it get me?.Magnolia, 
they ain't no dough in sheet music 
re, and the mechanicals pay 
the dark He borrowed a 
aret from the other writer. ‘Last 
I € way $200 worth of 
( to \ band leaders for 
X One of them tried to shove 
( | me tl afternoon.’ 
‘Them mu are riding the crest 


. ’ 1 4) +h . rifer 
Ui \ ‘ Wave, Au pa 


|He was a tired-looking thin man 
with voice. When he spoke, 
you looked at him twice to be sure 
where the sound was coming trom. 
|The waiter put the coffee on 
itable and added 10c for the check. 

i “Ten grand is a lot of cabbage for 
'a swing band, even if they don’t get 
it...But I know a certain party who 
saw the contract.’ 

The waiter looked at him without 
|interest. ‘Who that kind of 
| money,’ he inquired listlessly. 
| ‘That clarinet player from 
jof the Smith & Weston line,’ 
the songwriter, naming the 
| king, 

‘That's a lot of dime tips, ain’t it?’ 
| kidded the kibitzer. 

‘I just got one from the lad you 


a bass 


gets 


south 
said 
swing 





‘He’s sitting back there in a booth 
with a gal. I think she sings with 


wanted to 
What’s 


number she 


it was 


ing about a 
ido. He said 
that mean?’ 

‘It’s old timey,’ said the lad with 
the bass voice. 


dated. 


it, anyway,’ said the waiter. ‘He 
said he would hop it up.’ 

‘What’s the name of the song,” the 
coffee drinker asked. The waiter 
| told him the name of a number that 
| had been famous from coast to coast 
125 years ago. 

‘Gee, that was a smash hit,” said 
the kibitzer. 

The waiter moved silently away. 
‘I wish I had never written it,’ he 
thought, as he went into the kitchen. 





Meet Bulldog’s Missus 


Hollywood, March 7. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Bulldog Drummond,’ 
currently at work at Paramount, is 
the eighth and last of the series to 
be made on the home lot. 

Plan is to shift production to the 
| Par studios in England, with an all- 
British cast working with co-opera- 
tion of Scotland Yard. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Twentieth-Fox signed James Ed- 
ward Grant, writer. 

RKO extended Leo McCarey’s pro- 
ducer-director deal for two years. 

Robert Thoeren inked writer pact 
at Metro. 

Warners handed player contract to 
Julie Stevens, 


Universal renewed William Lun- 
dagan’s player ticket. 
| Metro hoisted Sam Moore's scrip- 
| ter option. 
| Warners handed Harold McCord 
new pact as head of studio editing 
department, 

Eddie Moran inked writer deal at 
20th-Fox. 
Metro renewed Noel 
| scripter ticket. 








} 





Langley’s 


poser pact at Warners. 

Warners hoisted Stanley Fields’ 
option. 

David Niven handed new contract 
by Samuel Goldwyn. 


player option. 

20th-Fox renewed Darrell Ware's 
writer pact for one year. 

Edward Small filed minor's con- 
tract with Diana Lewis. 

Universal asked court permission 
to lift options on Harris Berger, Hally 
Chester, Charles Duncan and David 
Gorcey, minors. 





the | 


} 
| 
| 


on the company: 


jare talking about,’ said the waiter. | 


| his band, because I heard them talk- | 
} 
| 
| 


‘Well, he promised to let her sing | 


Max Steiner signed another com- | 


RKO picked up Jane Woodworth's | 


— | 





Goldwyn’s Suit Vs. UA | 








(Continued from page 3) 
to dispose of certain of his pictures 
'in war-stricken Spain directly, in- 
| stead of through our company. 

‘There is no foundation whatso- 
ever in any of Goldwyn’s conten- 
tions 

‘At 


noiael 





the last of our stock- 
;; he demanded a voting trust 
which designee would 
thereby giving 
The 


company 


meeting 


he or hi 
trustee, 
ntrol of 


holders of 


the company 
the 
ind ridiculous 
and unanimously turned down Gold- 
wyn's proposal 

‘The stockholders thereupon of- 
fered to cancel Goldwyn’s contract 
and to release him from all further 
obligations thereunder, if he would 
back to the compan: his stock 
interest therein for which he had 
made no monetary payment. This 
proposal Goldwyn tirned down. 
‘In the opinion of the pany 
the suit has erit whatsoever 
il be vigorously re ted. The 
suit will not have the slightest efteci 
on the conrpany or its operations, or 
on the important program of 
tures which it is now releasing 


other 


nsidered dem 


turn 


com 
no n 


and 


pic- 
, and 


will release in the coming 1939-40 | 
1son. 

| ‘The company will adhere to its 

‘established policy of keeping its 


doors wide open to all producers of 
merit whose pictures will be given 
the same effort and-opportunity as 
given to its present producers. Such 
pictures will be distributed on the 
;merit plan of distribution now in 
effect.’ 


Goldwyn’'s Side 
Goldwyn’s dispute centers on the 
following principal allegations, as 
listed in his formal complaint served 


1. Opposes right of the 
pany’s stockholders and the board 
of directors, who voted 4 to 
against Goldwyn to authorize and 
permit Alexander Korda and the 
London Film Productions, Ltd., to 
become associated with others in 
a new English corporation known 
as Omnia Films, Ltd., now pur- 
portedly engaged in distributing 
pictures, in which Korda is said 
to be interested in certain foreign 
territories. 

2. Opposes right of UA to 
thorize and permit Korda and Lon- 
don Film Prods., Ltd., to become 
associated with others in an Eng- 
lish corporation known as Hare- 
field Prods., Ltd., now said to be 
producing and distributing pictures 
which have not and will not be 
delivered to UA. 

3. Opposes right of the UA Corp. 
to enter into an agreement to dis- 
tribute pictures to be made by 
Douglas Fairbanks through a new 
corporation, Fairbanks Interna- 
tional Pictures, 

4. Opposes adoption and ratifi- 
cation by the UA board of direc- 
tors of the so-called Silverstone 
plan of refunds to UA producers, 
only insofar as ‘outside’ activities 


them from benefits of the plan. 
5. Opposes modification of the 


on pictures UA producers would 


bution in this country, 


Says Contract Breached 
By reason of these acts, Goldwyn 
feels United Artists has breached his 
contract and has permitted Fair- 
banks and Korda to breach their 
contracts with the company. 


j 


! 








County) to establish his rights under 
| is original and modified contracts 
| with UA; seeks further relief, 
| whether declaratory, injunctive, co- 
|ercive or consequential: right to 
| terminate his agreement of 1936 (10- 
|year agreement to exclusively de- 
liver pictures until Sept. 2, 1945 ); and 
previous rights and privileges under 
his 1925 and 1927 contracts be con- 


as modified by the July, 1936, agree- 
ment on the production of pictures 
only for UA. 

Goldwyn spokesmen emphatically 
deny that the producer is- out to 
dominate the company. Instead, he 
| wants to eliminate an unfair and un- 
balanced partnership situation in 
i whereby some of the inactive 
partners have failed to consistently 
deliver product. 

He is also said to have shown no 
desire for control of UA when he 
suggested the formation of a Voting 
Trust setup of three trustees, having 
offered to withdraw as a director 
and trustee, in favor of leaving de- 








| ciding vote to a third trustee, not of 
his exclusive choosing. 
| He may be hitting at the ac- 
|tion of Douglas Fairbanks in form- 
'ing the Fairbanks International Pic- 
itures Co. recently, with reported 
financing being done by Sir Adrian 
| Baillie, British capitalist, unknown 
Swiss capitalists and possibly John 
Hay Whitney and David Selznick. 
Reports from the Coast are that 
Goldwyn feels that Fairbanks, Pick- 
ford and Chaplin have been too in- 
active in the production of pictures 
UA and Goldwyn is 
therefore entitled to a greater meas- 
ure of the corporati 
policies. Fairbanks is reported h 
ing commented on Goldwyn’s 
he was sorry to learn Gold- 
was suing to cancel his distri- 
bution contract and that the real 
| that Goldwyn 
run the 





for release 


control of n’s 
iV- 
action, 
stating 
wyn 


he 
wants to 


trouble seems to 


‘apparently entre 


Husiness 


As to Goldwyn’s complaint against 
Korda, the latter has often publicly 
ted that he had not formed any 
outside producing companis (other 
than London Films) and would not 
produce or distribute pictures for, or 


through, any other medium than 


| UA, as prohibited by his contract as 


a VA partner. 


Partners’ Stock Holdings 


The five UA partners each hold 
4.000 shares of common. This is a 
new stock issue, as differentiated 


from the original blocks of preferred 
and common issued when the corpo- 
ration was formed. More stock was 
distributed in 1825-26. 

Goldwyn in 1926 held 1,000 shares 


| of preferred, for which he paid $100,- 


com- | 





} 


‘favored-nation’ clause in contracts | distributing company. 
of the UA partners. which would | Goldwyn’s complaint, London Film 
permit special distribution terms | Prods., Ltd., has a financial interest 


| 


| 


} 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| 


|a $2,000,000 
au- | 


000. This preferred was later re- 
deemed and repaid by the company. 
Goldwyn also had another block of 
1,000 shares of common, 
him for completion and delivery of 
pictures his contract called for. 

His represeniaives emphatically 


| deny that any offer was made by the 


corporation to Goldwyn at the Jan- 
uary stockholders’ meeting to turn 
his present stock back to the com- 
pany if he was dissatisfied With the 
conduct of its affairs. 

As to allegations that the stock he 
holds did not cost him anything, 
spokesmen say this is incorrect. The 
common stock unit, said to represent 
value each, was not 
tendered the partners as a bonus, but 
rather as a just return on their in- 
vestments and contributions. 

Goldwyn offices here are not fully 
informed as to Goldwyn’s intentions 
to deliver balance of three pictures 
for remainder of this season. They 
doubt if Goldwyn has committed 
himself one way or the other in this 
regard, but feel certain that ‘Wuth- 
ering Heights’ will be delivered. De- 
cision on the other two will no doubt 
be decided by outcome of Goldwyn’s 


| suit. 


As to the Harefield Prods., Ltd., it 
is understood that this company was 
formed to produce Columbia Pic- 
tures British quota pictures at Den- 
ham Studios by Korda’s associate, 
Irving Asher. Columbia executives 


of Fairbanks and Korda disqualify | are in the dark as to who controls 


Harefield. 
Omnia Films, Ltd., is a continental 
According to 


in Omnia, contrary to Korda’s con- 


make, but not intended for distri- | t™act with UA, which does not permit 


Korda to have any distributing or 
producing interests outside of UA. 
Silverstone Also Conciliatory 
Close study of Silverstone’s an- 
swer to Goldwyn conveys the im- 
pression that while it is a vigorous 
defense of the company’s procedure 


He asks the courts (New York |‘ date, and of its rights, the intent 


is in reality conciliatory and de- 
signed to pacify internal conflict that 
militates against its policy of keep- 
ing doors wide open to all producers 
of merit. . 

Silverstone’s attempt to mollify 
Goldwyn seems to have had the 
other affect, however, according to 
informants in United Artist. To the 
contrary. Goldwyn  is_ reparted 


tinued in full force and effect, except | ‘burned up’ at Silverstone’s revela- 
| tions of what went on at the Janu- 


ary stockholders’ meetings. 

All attempts to elicit a statement 
from responsible Goldwyn officials, 
or from his counsel, as to how Gold- 
wyn views UA's answer, have met 
with failure. Matter is passed right 
back to Goldwyn, as far as any dis- 
cussion of the suit is concerned. 

No official answer to Goldwyn’s 
suit has been filed by U.A. to date. 
Routine board meeting was held 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Silverstone, who is scheduled to 
sail Friday (10) for England, will 





very likely postpone his departure 
indefinitely. 
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Goldwyn Shelves Air-Crash Yarn 
When Government Applies Pressure 


FORALL AIDES 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Yielding purportedly to 
ment pressure, Sam Goldwyn 
dropped his plans to film ‘Thirteen 
Go Flying,’ based on the recent crash 
of the English amphibian, Cavalier, 
on service to Bermuda. 
It’s claimed the picture would be 
damaging to aviation progress in this 
country. 


Brought in J. Roosevelt 
Washington, March 7, 

Quiet application of Federal pres- 
sure followed political and business 
displeasure over Samuel Goldwyn’s 
plan to use the recent tragedy in- 
volving the British trans-Atlantic 
clipper Cavalier as cinematic in- 
spiration. Official n.g. on ‘Thirteen 
Go Flying’ was communciated via 
the Hays’ organization. 

Disclaiming any knowledge 
whether James Roosevelt. had been 
enlisted, George S. Messersmith, as- 
sistant secretary of State, Saturday 
(4) conceded he wrote Hays that the 
diplomatic wing of Government 
thinks it would be indiscreet to con- 
coct a film story based on the crash, 
in which several passengers and 
crew members lost their lives, while 
plane was en route from New York 
to Bermuda. Letter was a ‘personal 
and informal’ suggestion that Gold- 
wyn be asked to shelve his script. 
Reported that State Department also 
Whispered to James Roosevelt, deli- 


cately suggesting that the President | 


would be upset if the flicker ever 
reached the screen. 

Federal intervention — which of- 
ficials deny can be construed as cen- 
sorship—was prompted by Pan 
American Airways, which is about to 
debut in the U.S.—European trade 
after bridging the Pacific. In Gov- 
ernment quarters, Pan American is 
regarded as an unofficial ambassador 
of the U.S. and a good-will builder. 
Anything which might undermine 
publie confidence in overseas flying 
would not be relished by Govern- 


ment agencies any more than by the | 


airline, 





Hays Office Denies Pressure 

The Hays’ office in New York de- 
nied that any censorship clamps had 
been exercised by the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors Assn. 
at the behest of the state department, 
or the British Government. 

Any protests from the British Gov- 
ernment would be made to the pro- 
duction code administration office in 
Hollywood. As in other cases of this 
Sort when a foreign government 
makes known its displeasure regard- 
ing a story that might reflect on its 
nationals, the Hays’ office PCA ac- 
cepts such protests and forwards 
them to the company concerned. 
Then it is left entirely up to the 
Producer to decide whether or not he 
wants to go ahead with the picture 
in question, risking loss of revenue 
in the foreign field. 

With the case of ‘Devil’s Island’ 
(WB) when French consuls protested 
both before and after the picture was 
completed, fresh in mind, the trade 
was not surprised to learn of Gold- 
wyn’'s decision to withdraw plans to 
Produce the flying boat yarn. War- 
ner Bros. lost two months’ supply of 
film censorship certificates in France 
aS a result of producing and releas- 
ing “Devil's Island.’ Rather than in- 
cur further displeasure of the French 
Government and loss of additional 
Playing time certificates in France, 
WB has withdrawn the picture from 
World distribution. No print had 
been shipped to foreign countries. 


‘Justice’ Ahead of ‘Wind’ 


Hollywood, March 7. 
‘Justice Ran Last,’ latest entry on 
he Selznick-International lot, is 
Picked by studio handicappers to 
finish ahead of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 








which is having trouble rounding the | 


first turn. 

‘Last’ is still in the paddock, being 
Scripted by Martin Berkeley and 
David Lamson, 


Govern- |} 


a 
| 


| RUSH ON ETON 





|M-G Sending Four 


Players to Eng- 


land For School Pic 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Metro will send abroad this sum- 
mer Mickey Rooney, Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, Billie Burke and Virgir ‘1 
Weidler for ‘Yank at Eton.’ John 
Considine, Jr., produces and Norman 
Taurog is the likely choice for di- 
rector. 

Picture is slated to get 


in London in July. 





PAR SETS DEAL 
ON LAUGHTON 
TRIO 








Paramount has closed a deal with 
| Mayflower Pictures of London, head- 
led by Erich Pommer and Charles 
| Laughton, for the distribution rights 
| throughout the world, excepting the 
in which Laughton stars, two of 
ithem completed and a third yet to 
|be made. Contract with the Pom- 
mer-Laughton company follows the 
| results Par has obtained with ‘Beach- 
!comber,’ which it took for the domes- 
ltic market several months ago. Es- 
| timated that this picture, starring 
| Laughton and Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. 
| Laughton), will do a gross rental of 
around $1,000,000 in this country. 

New Par-Mayflower deal calls for 
ithe rights outside of England and 


iwhich Laughton appears 
Vivien Leigh; ‘Jamaica Inn,’ which 
has Laughton and Maureen O’Hara, 
ond the next Mayflower production, 
‘The Admirable Crichton,’ in which 
Miss Lanchester will appear with 
Laughton. Production on last-men- 
' tioned starts early this summer. 

| Associated British, John Maxwell's 
company, has the rights to the May- 
flower pictures throughout the 
United Kingdom. 


‘THE WOMEN’ READIES 








Hollywood, March 7. 

George Cukor returned to the 
Metro lot to direct Norma Shearer 
in ‘The Woman,’ due to roll late this 
month. 

He recently withdrew as pilot of 
‘Gone With the Wind’ at Selznick- 
International. Shooting was resumed 
on the latter after a week’s halt, with 
Victor Fleming replacing Cukor. 


Brown’s New M-6 Deal; 
Piloting ‘Rains’ at 20th 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Under his new deal with Metro, 
| Clarence Brown works as director 
on two pictures and producer-di- 
rector on a third. 

Brown moved over to the 20th- 
Fox lot yesterday (Monday) to pilot 
‘When the Rains Came’ before 
starting his new pact. 
second time Brown has worked off 
the Metro lot in 12 years. 


Mrs. Gable Files Melter 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Having completed legal six-weeks 
| Nevada residence, the wife of Clark 
Gable filed suit for divorce in Las 
Vegas, Saturday (4). 
Her complaint charges desertion. 
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| United Kingdom, of three pictures | 


possessions of ‘St. Martin’s Lane,’ in | 
opposite | 


UNDER GEO. CUXOR 


It is only the | 


COIN INGREASE 


Pilots Will Have Say-So on 


| Scripts, Casts and Oversee 


| 


| Rough Cuts—Aim at Elim-| 


ination of Associate Pro- 
ducers 


80% GUILD SHOP 





Hollywood, March 7. 

| A three-year working agreement 
, between producers and Screen Di- 
|rectors Guild will be inked this week. 
| Pact calls for substantial increases 
| 


agers and gives directors more say 
|in preparation and editing of their 
| pictures. 

| Unit managers will get a minimum 
| wage scale of $150 a week under a 
| separate contract to be signed with 
|} the major film companies. Another 
|contract will be signed with SDG, 
| providing for a weekly minimum of 
banat for first-assistant directors. 
| First assistants under contract will 
| be paid a minimum of $125. Second 
| assistant directors, who work on an 





; hourly basis, will be guaranteed a | 


weekly minimum of $61.20. 

Hours did not figure in negotia- 
tions between the two groups, which 
|reached an amicable settlement at 4 


am. Friday (3) after an all-night 
session. Directors and first assist- 
ants are classified as professionals, 


with no regulations as to hours. Sec- | 


ond assistants come under the new 
44-hour wage law. 

Directors will be permitted to sit 
in with writers in preparation of 
scripts, will be given a voice in se- 
| lection of casts and will be permitted 
a reasonable time to cut pictures. In 


firal analysis the directors probably | 
supervise first | 
rough cuts of pictures in order that | 


will be allowed to 


| the front office can get a clear pic- 
{ture of what the director intended 
| to produce. 

Gradual associate 


elimination of 


producers is the aim of Screen Di- | 


| rectors Guild, which technically will 


| continue to represent both the assist- | 


;}ants and unit managers. This was 
|indicated several weeks ago, when 
| the directors started signing con- 
tracts as producer-director, being re- 
sponsible only to the production de- 
partment and top studio executives. 


Draft Ready for Ratification 


When the agreement was reached 
work was turned over to Edwin J. 
| Loeb, counsel for producers, 
Mabel Walker Willebrandt, attorney 
for SDG, to draft an acceptable con- 
tract. Draft was practically com- 
| pleted over the weekend, and tenta- 
tive membership meetings of the 
| Guild and Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Producers have been scheduled 





| ments. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Al Lichtman 
and Pandro Berman handled negoti- 
ations for the producers. E. J. 
Mannix originally was on the com- 
mittee, but because of illness asked 
that Lichtman be substituted. The 
|SDG negotiating committee was com- 
‘posed of Frank Capra, chairman; 
_W. S. Van Dyke, Howard Hawks, 
|Roland V. Leigh and Frank Lloyd. 
| Assistant directors were represented 





Horace Hough, Harvey Starkey and 
Frank Shaw. 

Contracts provide for 80% 
shops. 

Tentative agreements 
been reached with the Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors, Screen 
Set Designers and Script Clerks 
Guild. Details of these pacts will be 


Guild 


for assistant directors and unit man- | 


and | 


for this week to ratify the agree- | 


by Joseph McDonough, Hal Walker, | 


have also 


+ 


AR DEALS 





Pic Buy of ‘Phila. Story’ Kept Under 


Cover; May Involve Hepburn-Hughes 





PLAGIARISM OUT 


Suit vs. Metro on ‘Penthouse’ Dis- | 


missed in N,. ¥. 


Suit of Robert Brister and Harry 
iT. Bliven, writers, against Metro- 
| Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Corp., and 
|Metro Distributing Corp., 
missed by Supreme Court Justice 
Charles B. McLaughlin in N. Y., Mon- 
| day (6) on default. 
| Plaintiffs had sought an injunction, 
| damages and an accounting of profits 
/of the Metro picture, ‘Penthouse,’ 
claiming it plagiarized the title of 
| their play. 


WRITERS-PRODS, 
ON VERGE OF 
TRUCE 





| 
Hollywood, March 7. 


At a hearing before the National 
Labor Relations Board today (Tues- 
day) on the complaint of the screen 
writers against the producers, Homer 
Mitchell, 
producers, stated the producers were 


attorney representing the 


ready to recognize the Screen Writers 
Guild as 
agency for the writers and are will- 
'ing to sit down and attempt to work 
out a pact with them. 

Mitchell told the Board the pro- 
ducers had appointed him, Mendel 
Silberberg, George Cohen and Alfred 
Wright, all attorneys, as a committee 
to work out a plan for a basic pact 
between SWG and the producers. 
| This committee, in turn, had appoint- 
|ed a subcommittee of producers to 
work with it, comprising Darryl] F. 
Zanuck, Eddie Mannix and Hal Wal- 
lis. 

The producers’ committee asked 
the Board to adjourn hearings for 


down and talk things over and that 
if this recess was granted they wére 
| confident a satisfactory plan could be 
worked out. Adjournment was finally 
granted after a squabble with James 
| Batten, who is conducting the hear- 
ings on behalf of the Labor Board, 
| and who saw no reason for stalling 
i things for another two weeks and 
| didn’t want to grant any such ad- 
_journment. He felt the whole thing 
| could be worked out in a couple of 
| days, 





‘DREIFUSS MOVES PROD. 
OF SHORTS TO N. Y. 


Arthur Dreifuss, Friday (3), com- 
| pleted plans for the transfer of his 
| Coast producing organization, Musi- 
ical Shorts, to N. Y. The only mem- 
ber of the Coast staff to be retained 
is William C. Kent, executive v.p., 
| who, with Harry Engel, Lou Straus 
|and Elizabeth Meyer, will comprise 
the N. Y. office. 

Dreifuss’ first picture in the east 
will be shot week of March 20. Drei- 
| fuss will direct and Jathaniel Shil- 
| kret will score. It will be the third 
of a series of 19 shorts for Colum- 
| bia release. 








|ironed out this week at conferences | 


between the negotiating committees 
|}and Pat Casey, producer-labor con- 
tact. Editors will be reclassified to 
| give film librarians a higher rating 
and automatic pay increase. 

Studio Utility Employes Local 724 
has filed a demand with the produc- 
ers for a pay hike to 82%ec. an hour. 
Men now receive 75c. an hour, while 
|Class B grips of International Alli- 


(Continued on page 34) 





Jimmy Cagney Playing 


| Purvis in G-Man Pic 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Jimmy Cagney gets the role of 
Melvin Purvis, G-man, in Warners’ 
‘John Dillinger, Outlaw.” George 
Raft will play the title role. 
| Picture rolls late this month. 


two weeks to permit them to sit | 


| 
| 
| 


was dis- | 


| 


} 
| 





Film rights to Philip Barry’s ‘The 
Philadelphia Story’ have been sold 
to an undisclosed purchaser. It is 
the first instance of a picture buy 
being consummated during a play’s 
pre-Broadway tryout. Another 
unique angle is that the deal is said 
to be on a percentage basis, appar- 
ently with a guarantee and heavy 
advance payment involved. 

Although the identity of the pur- 
chaser is a closely guarded secret, it 
is believed the film is intended as a 
vehicle for Katharine Hepburn, who 
plays the lead in the Theatre Guild 
production currently at the National, 
Washington. She bought back her 
contract from RKO some time ago 
and is not now tied to any studio. It 
is believed Howard Hughes may be 
the buyer of ‘Story,’ with the idea 
of producing the picture on his own 
and starring Miss Hepburn. 

Neither Barry nor Miss Hepburn 
could be reached for comment, while 
directors of the Theatre Guild and 
Officials of the Dramatists Guild re- 
fused to confirm the sale. However, 
existence of the deal became known 
when representatives of a major 
studio sought to make a bid on the 
play, only to be told it had already 
been sold. 


Fact that the sale was consum- 


;mated before ‘Story’ reached Broad- 


way is believed to have occasioned 
several unprecedented problems. 
Producer’s usual 40% share of the 


| film purchase price is predicated on 


a run of at least three weeks in New 
York, or 75 performances out of 


|town, and when the deal was about 


the exclusive bargaining | 


| regular 


| 
| 





to be signed, the Guild made in- 
quiries about its rights in the mat- 
ter. Reported the directors were 
told the organization would get its 
40% of the film sale, the 
amount to be determined on a per- 
centage of the picture’s profit. 


Percentage angle in pic buys of 
plays is one that is likely to become 
increasingly frequent, with the stu- 
dios trying to cut down on extravae 
sant prices for legit properties. Un- 
der the percentage setup the pay- 
ments can be spread over a longer 
period and the bulk of the amount 
dependent on the film’s boxoffice 
success. ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ 
which was sold by Robert E. Sher- 
wood last week to Max Gordon Plays 
and Pictures, Inc., was also a per- 
centage deal, but with the advance 
and guarantee the price is expected 
to be about $275,000. 





Milestone’s ‘Mice’ Deal 
Hollywood, March 7. 


Percentage deal, first of its kind 
to be negotiated, is in the works for 
Lewis Milestone to produce and di- 
rect the picture version of John 
Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ for 
Hal Roach. If the contract goes 
through, it will call for Milestone, 
who holds an option on the play, 
to get a share of all income from 
the film after fixed charges are paid, 
Steinbeck is also in for a share. 


‘Mice,’ which won the New York 
Drama Critics’ Circle prize last sea- 
son, was adapted by Steinbeck from 
his own novel. It was produced by 
Sam H. Harris and directed by 
George S. Kaufman. Milestone ac- 
quired the screen rights only a few 
months ago, as the play was gen- 
erally regarded as too outspoken for 
film adaptation. 


LeMaire Hoiding Over 
In N. Y. for Talent Quest 


Rufus LeMaire, head of RKO’s 
Coast talent division, who came into 
New York recently after helping on 
the ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ radio 











program campaign for new talent, 
| plans remaining in the east about @ 
| week longer. 

| He will be the chief talent execue 
tive in charge tomorrow (Thursday), 
when finals in the ‘Gateway’ drive 
|are held for the New York area at 
| the Roosevelt hotel. 
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Heedless of Cost to Industry, 


Politicians in Ni 


Ask Film Censoring This Year’ 





Despite the enormous cost of ve: 


nicipal and state censorship in the 
U. S., which has mounted steadily 
with uptrend in business since 1932 
and increase in double features, 
eight states seek censorship of some 
type or other in current legislature 
sessions. Proposal in Missouri al- 
ready has been defeated. 

There already are six states with 
film censorship, with the cost sad- 
dled on the film industry, while 14 
states have 31 cities in which there 
is some type of picture overseeing 
and clipping. Kansas, Maryland, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio and 
Virginia presently censor all enter- 
tainment pictures. Maryland, Ohio 
and Virginia even censor newsreels. 


ne More States 


Zorina on Toes for WB 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Zorina gets the top role in the 
musical picture, ‘On Your Toes,’ 
slated to roll at Warners in five 
weeks. She closed last week in ‘I 
Married an Angel’ on Broadway. 
Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay 
| are scripting. 











New ‘Blackwell's’ s’ Angle 


Albany, March 7. 
State Education Department 
officials claim that reports on the 
‘banning’ of ‘Blackwell’s Island’ 
(WB) by the motion picture di- 


vision were 100°) wrong. 

They claim the facts to be 
‘Blackwell’s Island’ was not 
scheduled to be shown until 
March 29, but Warner Bros. 


made a last-minute decision to 
screen it at the Globe, N. Y., be- 
ginning Feb. 25, after the French 


embassy strenuously protested 
against the showing of ‘Devil's 
Island.’ A print was unexpect- 





It is not alone the cutting, but the 
various moral formulas and stand- | 
ards governing the scissoring that | 
are taking a heavy toll in entertain- 


hazar tr 
has . foot a mil 
nually in censors 


| 

ment value, the industry believes. | 

Actually this means a loss in box- | 

office dollars which the film business 
has no way of reckoning. 

Besides this monetary loss at the 

pong window caused by hap- 


imming, each distributor 
lion-dollar bill an- | 
hip fees to the six 


states alone. Added to this is the 
municipal censorship assessment, | 
which ranges from a negligible 
amount per reel to $5 for each origi- 


nal negative of 2,000 fe et eer $2 for 
each duplicate print cf same length, 
in Chicago. Los Angeles charges 25c 


for every reel exhibited. 
Following are the fees per 2,000- 
foot reel: 
State. Origi- Du- 
nal. __ipilicate. 
Kansas Lseavecn oe $4 
Maryland ...s.... 4 2 
TOW SOLE 6 c<6s'o 6 4 
Pennsylvania .... 4 4 
Se eee ae 6 6 
IRE: 65.50 awe a 2 
State Standards 
Standard under which New York 
state operates, as fixed by law, are 


that no motion picture will be li- 
censed for exhibition which may be 
classified, ‘or any part thereof,’ as 
obscene, indecent, immoral, inhu- 
man, sacrilegious, or which is of 
such a character that its exhibition 
would tend to corrupt morals or in- 
cite to crime. The state motion pic- 
ture commission was originally cre- 
ated by the legislature in 1921. It 
operates under the education depart- 
ment. Board of regents, which may 
pass on a rejected film on appeal, 
also is appointed by the regents on 
the recommendation of the commis- 
sioner of education. 

In Virginia the three censors are 
appointed by the attorney-general, 
all having equal power. If only two 
members are censoring a film, the 
superintendent of public instruction 
may be called in to decide a dead- 
lock. Besides being morally okay 
the pictures must not be inhuman. 
Appeal may be taken to the district 
court in the state. Same standards 
apply as to advertising on a*film. 





Besides the usual moral rules, 
Pennsylvania censors are told to 


disapprove any picture that is sacri- 
legious. Films must be reviewed by 
censors one week before release 
date. Kansas has adopted additional 
standards which must be followed. 
These call for eliminations where 
any religious sect, or peculiar char- 
acteristics of any race, are ridiculed. 
Also ‘whenever possible,’ barroom 
scenes and social drinking. 


ht to th- MPD office 
morning, when Direc- 
Esmond happened to 


edly broug 
that same 
tor Irwin 


be away. Femme inspectors on 
duty refused to take any acion 
in Esmond’s absence. Monday 


(27) was set as the day for re- 
viewing the picture; it was 
okayed without reservation on 
that day. 








GNS COIN HUNT 


Holly March 7. 

Grand National's financial 
Chicago this 
Hammons, 


wood, 
scram- 

week, 
prexy, 
mingle with 


ble moves to 
when Earle W. 
and Jack Skirball, v.p., 
prospective bankrollers. 
Meanwhile, Hammons 
out a deal with Don Lieberman, 
Coronado Films, under which latter 
company will produce a second se- 
ries of sagebrushers for GN release. 


is working 





Pa. Exhibs Get Breathing 


Spell as Censor Purge 
Continues; 16 More Out 


Philadelphia, March 7. 


Sixteen more employees of the 
Pennsylvania Board of Censors were 
dropped this week as the Republican 
organization continued its purge of 
holdover Democrats. Among the 
purgees were 10 inspectors and Miss 
Florence McCreesh, assistant censor 
and daughter of State Senator John 
McCreesh. 


Enforcement in the past week has 
been lax in the state due to the 
skeleton force. The Harrisburg of- 
fice was shuttered entirely Satur- | 
day (4). 

A new board was expected to be 
named soon by Governor Arthur H. 
James, but meanwhile exhibs are 


along. 





of peace or riots, or purport to rep- 
resent a hanging or burning of a 
human being. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, has a board 
of 15 to go over pictures. Only two 








Ohio’s censorship law has been 
amended and changed so many 
times that it is a maze of rules, 
*Don’ts’ and restrictions. 


commission and, after operating ex- 
renses are deducted, remaining 
money goes to the director of educa- 
tion to boost Ohio’s historical spots 
and natura] resources. One require- 
ment is that censors pass only films 
which, in the judgment of the board, 
are of a moral, educational nature, 
or of amusing and harmless charac- 
ter. 

Maryland has usual stipulations as 
to indecent, immoral and = sacri- 
legious pictures. 

In Birmingham, the chief of police 
is censor. Providence, R. IL, has a 
police lieutenant in charge of cen- 
soring. 

The state of Illinois is cluttered 
up with smaller cities and towns 
each having varying scissoring 
rules. President of the village of 
Wilmette and three trustees are sup- 

posed to make films pure. Chicago 
bars pictures: which tend to breach 


Censorship | 
body operates under the industrial | 


cities in Missouri, St. Joseph and 
| Kansas City, are listed as having 
|censors, while St. Louis, largest 
community in state, has none. The 
mayor of Oklahoma City is the ac- 
credited censor. 


Scissoring Hurts Mont’! B.O. 


Montreal, March 7. 

Declining grosses at local picture 
houses are attributed in part to se- 
vere scissoring of product by the 
Board of Censors of the Province 
a Quebec. Reports are that Il 
films are currently tied up by the 
censors here, while eliminations 
have virtually ruined a considerable 
number of films this season. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G) was 
slashed here and film stayed only 
one week. That’s unusual for a 
Shearer film in her home town 

Censors were reported rejecting 
product from practically every ma- 
jor exchange last week, though 
probably reconsidering on _ these 
films where requested eliminations 
are made. 








MOVES TO Chi: 


having a breathing spell, as the pic | 


ganderers are giving their okay to | City coun- 
ail nae sa x ed cil members previous] ¢ inti- 
virtually every film that comes - previously had inti 


LA. WILL BLOW 


REVEILLE FOR 
CENSORS 


New Orleans, March 7. 
Influx of so-called off-color enter- 
tainment in a number of downtown 
filr: houses is causing a stir among 
organizations plugging better films, 
with result that Governor Richard 
| Leche plans to call on the censor 





has done little for pas 


| board, which has been inactive for 
| years, to get busy. 

| Censorship body was created by 
| the late Senator Huey P. Long, but 
| Group consists of Mrs. Marguerite | 
| Clark Williams, former star of silent 

| film; Ellis C. Irwin, brother of Lou 

Irwin, agent, and John D. Klorer, 

local writer. 

| After closing down on the show- 

|ing of two sex grew Saturday 

(4) at the Re gent theatre and con- 

fiscating a lobby reversed of bill- 


boards of nude women, 


rested two men con 


police ar- 
nected with the 
heatre and booked them on charges 
of violating law regarding display 
land exhibition of indecent pictures. 
| Jailed were Edward Sonney, 31, 
operator of the theatre, and Earl 
| Condon, assistant manager. 





Omaha Bans Daughter’ 
On Screen, but Stage 


t three years, | 


———— 


Heaping It On 


Censorship bills have been introduced in nine states this winter 
while 44 state legislatures are in session. A film censor 
Missouri has already been defeated. 

In Delaware a bill has been introduced which would empower the 
judges of juvenile courts to pass on pictures to be shown to persons 
under 18 years of age. A straight censorship measure is up in Iowa, 


Maryland, which ‘already censors all films, will rule on a new meas- 
ure which would have the state approve films for children under 16 
| years of age, and also those for showing to adults only. Michigan has a 
straight censorship bill. 
South Carolina would 


measure in 





regulate immoral and indecent shows, 
interpretation of the law, if the bill is passed, expected to take in pic- 
tures. Ohio has a bill that would abolish censorship. Another measure 
in that state would amend the present censorship law by curbing the 
power to reject because of political content of pictures. Both Oklahoma 
and West Virginia have proposals to establish censorship boards. 


with 





—- ~ -_.__-_______.___, 





An Oscar Award Should Go to Exhibs 
Of Those Tired Indie Pix, Sez Lefty 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., March 7, 
Dear Joe: 
Well, I see where the picture people have awarded the gold Oscars to 
the producers, actors, directors, writers and technicians who have made 


the most outstanding contributions to the motion pictures during 1938, I 
think it would be a good idea for them to give one of them Oscars to the 
exhibitor who found the most places to hide from his customers after 
running the pictures all year that didn’t get the awards. They should 
also give a wooden Oscar, painted red, to the folks that made the worst 
pictures of the year; they can come to my theatre to see them free of 
charge, because I have to pay for them anyway. 

I guess by the time ‘Gone With the Wind’ is released things 
good again all over the world. They sure are having plenty of trouble 
making it; it looks like the Authors League is rewriting it. If I ever get 
a chance to play it I am going to give out the book instead of dishes that 
week. 

Well, Lent is here and it starts the time of year when the theatres hand 
out slack-season passes. I found out another angle that may be hurting 
the picture business. Nearly all the picture houses have beautiful girls 
in the boxoffice and a lot of guys just stand outside and look at them 
instead of going inside to see Hedy LaMarr and Marlene Deitrich. I 
think I’m going to put Aggie back in my boxoffice because when the cus<- 
tomers look at her it makes ’em want to go in and see Merle Oberon. 

WB Makes a Dunce Out of a Guy 


will get 








‘Omaha, March 7. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ was 
|} given an even break in censorship 
troubles here when the city welfare 
board banned the film version and 
then reversed its action by approving 
the stage version which opened yes- 
terday (Monday) at the Community 
| Playhouse. Later the film was 
okayed in expurgated from, though 
the date of its booking is now in- 
definite. 

Film was banned from the Bran- 
deis two days before its scheduled 
unveiling and the stage approval 


Welfare board committee members 
stated the stage play, with a minor 
elimination, would be permitied to 
| $0 on because only season ticket 
holders are admitted and minors 
wouldn’t see it. 

On the heels of the original ban 
i|here came approval of the film by 
three Harlan, Ia., ministers and mem- 
bers of the council ‘without excep- 
tion,’ ‘Daughter’ opened there Sun- 
|day (5) for a three-day run 
LR. E. Brown, Harlan exhibitor, 
| asked the ministers and council 
| members to see the film. 





| 


mated that they intended to prevent 
the film from being shown. 
‘Dauchter’ Hit by Pulpit 
Wilmington, Del., March 7. 
The much-buffetted ‘Yes, My Darl- 
ing Daughter’ (WB), took another 
wallop from the pulpit Sunday (5) 
from Rt. Rev. Monsignor John J. 
Dougherty, of the Wilmington di- 
ocese, in his sermon at Si. Peter’s 
| Cathedral. Monsignor Dougherty 
pointed out that the film was con- 
| demned by the New York Board of 
|Censors and 
Decency. 
‘Thercfore,’ he said, ‘Catholics who 
took the pledge to uphold the Le- 
gion of Decency’s stand toward ob- 
jectionable pictures are 
| that paces if they attend it.’ 


More Time to 10 Fight 


” aslen, March 7. 

Latest twist to the peculiarities of 
Massachusetts censorship is the de- 
cision on Russian-made ‘Professor 
Mamlock’ (Nazi persecution expose). 

‘Mamlock’ is okay for weekday | 
showings, but thumbs down for Sun- | 
‘days. Would tend to ‘incite to riot’ 
ion the Sabbath, according to the 
state censors. City censor okayed it 
for any day. 








Play Gets Green Light 


came two days ahead of the curtain. | 


after | 


the National Legion of | 


violating | 


Those patriotic shorts of Warner Bros. are really swell and. causing a 
lot of favorable comment, besides making guys read their history books 
again. It’s great for a guy like me that wasn’t much on history in school, 
in fact I wasn’t much on school and when I see these shorts about the 
history of our country I feel like putting on a dunce cap. There’s lots 
of things it shows that I never knew before. But I will say one thing for 
Aggie’s brother, Abner—he knows the names of everybody that signed 
the Declaration of Independence, the dates of all the big battles; he can 
name all the States in four and a half minutes. That’s the kind of a guy 
he is. And when he pulls all that know-it-all stuff on me, Aggie looks at 
him so proudly that it makes me sick. Isn't it funny, even when a guy is 
a bum and he pulls something that you didn’t have the time or tle ine 
clination to learn, his family looks up to him like he was a college proe 
fessor or somethin’ and they start feeling sorry for him not getting the 
breaks, ete., and make excuses for him being a bum. Well. Aggie never 
had any education and to her a guy that can name the Presidents is bigger 
than a guy that can do a buck routine. 

What gets me mad at Abner is that he has a way of making you feel 
like a perfect stranger in your own home. He takes a walk before break- 
| fast—from his bedroom to the dining room. His favorite perfume is liver 
and bacon. And what makes things worse is he is a bathroom hound; 
he grabs the morning paper and disappears. He walks around town grin- 
ning at everybody; in fact he is grinning so much that the enamel on his 
front teeth have become weatherbeaten. But as I told you before, Junior 
likes him because he plays with him for hours, and he whittles little boats 
for him outta peach stones. He claims he was a sailor once. In fact you 
-an’t talk about anything that he wasn’t or any place he weren't. To hear 
him tell it he has been everywhere, and as far as I am concerned he should 
have stayed there. 

Harry Conn, the radio writer, stopped off here long enough to tell me 
about a certain guy who took a test in Hollywood and when the studio saw 
it it was his photograph finish. Harry has a new radio idea he told me 
about that he is going to spring soon, and boy it’s a pip. 





Give our best to the boys on the Main Stem, and as Bugs Baer once 
said, ‘I hope they're busier than a bird dog in a pigeon pie.’ Sez 
Your Pal, 
bec 





Irving Starr Seeks lie: 
Crime Clubber Setup 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Irving Starr is negotiating a new 
deal for production and release of 
|his Crime Club series at the com- 
pletion of his current contract with 
Universal. Pact is not likely to be 
renewed, owing to disagreement on 
production policy. 


Starr has made eight Crime Club- 


N. Y. EXHIBS’ DRIVE 
TO ABOLISH CENSORS 


Another push for elimination of 
/censorship in New York state has 
400 theatre owners in the metropoli- 
tan N. Y. district, at a meeting last 
week, demanding abolition of the 
_N. Y. Siate Board of Censors. Con- 
| census is that for the minor work 
| performed by the board in recent 
|years, since the industry started 
bers for Universal and owes two | Cleaning up films through its own 
more, ‘Metropolitan Police’ and ‘They Production Code Administration, the 
Can't Hang Me’. | distribut tax burden imposed on the 











distributor, the exhibitor and the 
| public is not warranted. 

| N. Y. State censors in 1938 made 
| approximately 752 deletions in prints 
| which cost $350,000 in fees. 





U’s Underwood Athletes 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Universal’s writing staff went up 
to 36 with the signing of Paul Jerico, 
| the highest mark in a year. 








BACKYARD DRAMA 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Ben Pivar’s first production under 
his seven-picture deal with Univer- 
All but three are on one-picture ‘sal is ‘In Old California,’ slated to 
deals. Three regulars are Bruce | | roll early next month. 
Manning, Felix Jackson and Charles| Richard Arlen and Andy Devine 
' Grayson. head the cast. 
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Wednesday, March 8, 1939 PICTURE GROSSES pi tae ; | 
Lent Not Hurting Chi Grosses; First Rins on Broadway Stagecoach’ $85,000, Blackwell's’ | 


‘Huck Finn’ $17,000, Ritzes Fair 
$6,500, ‘Wharf’-Blackstone 176 





Chicago, March 7. 
Despite Lent there is a good strong 
undertone to general loop picture 
business at present, with the former 


ghost of the Lenten season being 
pretty much forgotten these days. 


Particularly is this noticeable in the 
okay business being turned in by the 
strictly family houses such as_the 
Oriental and _  State-Lake. Both 
houses got off well, and both indicate 
a bright take for the current session. 

After four smashing sessions of 
‘Gunga Din’ the Palace arrives with 
another good gross week. Though 
Bobby Breen was forced to withdraw 
from bill due to illness, Tom Gor- 
man is capitalizing on other attrac- 
tions this week and will garner a 
neat take for the stanza. 

‘Stagecoach’ continues at a fast clip 
in the Roosevelt. On Saturday (4) 
‘Huckleberry Finn’ got away neatly 
in the United Artists and figures for 
real coin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (4th wk). Has 
been a wonder, and will pound 
through to smash $7,500 this week 
after snagging nifty $8,900 last 
round, 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Society’ (Par) and stage show with 
toger Pryor orch and Ann Sothern, 
off to $26,000. Last week, ‘Stand Up’ 
(M-G) and stage show wilted at 
$25.300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 
— Musketeers’ (20th). 
to snare a fairish $6,500, though 
word-of-mouth is n.g. Last week, 
‘Beachcomber’ (Par) meek $4,800 on 
loop holdover session. 

Oriental (Jones) (32-40)—‘Woman 
Again’ (Col) and ‘Next Time Marry’ 
(RKO) plus vaude. Boosting to okay 
$14,000. 
doldrums of past few weeks and in- 
dicates considerable perk in activity. 
Looking for all b.o. exploitation an- 
gles and biz novelties. Last week, 


35-55-65-75) 
Will manage 


‘Spy Hunt’ (Col) and ‘Gambling 
Ship’ (0) fair $14,400. 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 


—Wharf’ (RKO) and vaude. 


real portion of the business here this 
week, probably $17,000. Last week, 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) closed four-ses- 
sion stay to walloping $17,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d 
Going through to splendid $12,000 
after excellent $17,300 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘New York Sleeps’ (20th) and vaude. 
Fine $14,000 gait. Last week, ‘Girl 
Downstairs’ (M-G) $14,200. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘Huck Finn’ (N-G). 
Started on Saturday (4) with indica- 
tions for good $17,000. Last week, 
‘Freedom’ (M-G) so-so $10,100. 


HIGHT- FAST 





TOP HUB, 226 


Boston, March 7. _ 

Most interesting development this 
week is that an opposition house is 
playing M-G_ product and out- 
grossing the two Loew _ stands. 
‘Stand Up’ and ‘Fast and Loose,’ two 
M-G films rejected by Loew’s here 
because of a backlog of pix on the 
shelf to run, are tallying well at the 
Metropolitan. ‘Topper’ and ‘Four 
Girls in White’ at the Orph and 
State are tepid. 

‘Little Princess’ held over for sec- 
ond stanza at the Memorial, grossing 
okay. ‘Tail Spin’ on dual bill at the 
Par and Fenway, also all right. 


‘Grand Illusion’ now in ninth week | 


at the Fine Arts. : 


Estimates for This Week: 
Boston (RKO) : 
‘Smashing Spy Ring’ (Col) and ‘Sil- 
ver Sage’ (Par), dual, plus vaude, 


four days; and ‘Thenks Everything’ | 
(WB) | 


(20th) and ‘Torchy Ma2n’ 
(both 2d run), three days. Headed 
for okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Am 
Criminal’ (Mono) and ‘Headley’s’ 
(Imp) plus vaude, five days; and 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Exciting 
Night’ (U) (both 2d run), 
three days, $8,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40- 
55)—Tail Spin’ (20th) and ‘Flirting 
Fate’ (M-G). Good $7,000 pace. Last 
week, ‘St. Louis’ (Par) and ‘Persons 
Hiding’ (Par), $6,000. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 25- | 
(20th) | 


35-40-55 )—‘Little 
(2d wk) and ‘Saint Strikes 
(RKO) (ist wk). On six days good 
$13.000 sighted. Last week, ‘Little 
Princess’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th), 
Smash $27,500. 

_Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Stand Up’ (M-G) and 
Very good 


Princess’ 
Back’ 


Fast and Loose’ (M-G). 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Beachcomber’ 


+ 








(Par) and ‘Boy’ Trouble’ 
| swerved badly, $12,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—*Topper’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Girls’ (M-G), Medium $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Idiot’ (M-G) and ‘Son Crimi- 
nal’ (Col) (2d wk), a.s.g., $11,500. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—Tail Spin’ (20th) and ‘Flirt- 
ing Fate’ (M-G). Okay $9,000 gait. 
Last week, ‘St. Louis’ (Par) and 
‘Persons Hiding’ (Par), pallid $7,400. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Jesse James’ (20th) (3d run) 
and ‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) (lst 
run). Okay $6,000 pace. Last week, 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) and ‘Dis- 
barred’ (WB) (both 2d run), $6,200. 


(Par) 


State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Topper’ (M-G) and ‘Four Girls’ 
(M-G). Okay $10,000 on way. Last 


week, ‘Idiot’ (M-G) and ‘Son Crimi- 
nal’ (Col) (2d wk), $8,000. 


PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 





House is waking up out of | 
| pace nicely 


the wind-up. In fact, 


ace b. o. attractions levelling off the 


Stanley way ahead of the pack 
currently, with Artie Shaw 
‘Paris Honeymoon’ headed 


for a 





Black- | 
stone on stage and accounting for the | 


(3,200; 20-30-40)— | 


dual, | 


slick $24,500. 
but far above 
spot and best 
record-breaking 
months ago. Big news 


recent takes at 
since Kay 

session 
blasts over 


Daughter,’ although it passed in this 
state without a cut, isn’t helping film 
much at Penn, and will do only so-so 


; 
frvwend trouble on ‘Yes, My Darling 
| 


| week. 
wk). | 


‘Wife, Husband and Friend’ put- 


ve 7 
\ting Alvin back into black, with 
' 


‘Gunga Din’ 


at Warner after big 
stanza at Penn, still showing plenty 
of stuff. , 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wife, Husband’ (20th). Shoved in 
two days ahead of time when ‘Let 
Live’ (Col) didn’t click. Taking $7,- 
006 on the eight days. ‘Spirit of Cul- 
ver’ (U) opens tomorrow (8). Last 
week ‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Swing 
Sister’ (U) in the dumps, and yanked 
after five days to miserable $3,200. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Honest Man’ (U) (2d wk). Con- 
| tinues to display strong draught in 
h.o. Clipping $5,000. Holds for 
half of third session, with ‘Little 
Princess’ (20th) getting under way 
Saturday (11). Opening stanza 
brought better than $8,000. 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 
50)—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB). Al- 
though press saw to it that cus- 
tomers knew this was the film New 
York censors originally banned, pub- 





fuss. Not pulling as expected on 
strength of wide ballyhoo, and will 
| wind up at $12,500, just about aver- 
| age. Last week ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) 
| all right at $20,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-40)— 
‘Imitation of Life’ (U) and ‘Lloyds 
| of London’ (20th) (reissues). Taking 


it plenty on the chin, and out after 


| four days to under $1,000. House 
brought in ‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) 
and ‘Mystery Plane’ (Mono) prior 


to opening Friday (10) with revival 
lof ‘Can't Take It’ (Col) as result 
of Academy award. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Lady Vanishes’ (20th) off at 
| $1,900 in six days. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Paris Honeymoon’ (Par) and Artie 
Shaw. Ropes up for Shaw every 
afternoon, but night trade off be- 
'tween 6 and 8 p. 1. which will 
| keep take down to around $24,500. 
| That’s still head and_ shoulders 


above anything house had had re- 
cently and a joy all around. Will 
be spot’s best gross since Kay Kyser. 
Last week ‘Topper’ (UA) and Vin- 
cent Lopez around $18,500. good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO). Pencilled in 
here after easily meeting h.o. figure 
at Penn and looks ‘like there are 
| plenty of downtown customers left 
for this one. Knocking off pretty 
close to a grand daily ar will have 
no trouble at all touching $6,500. 
Last week, third of ‘Pygmalion’ (M- 
G), finished strong at $6,000, giving 
film around $38,000 on downtown 
run, first week of which was played 
at Penn. 


‘PARIS’ - SHAW 
COMBO 24146, 


| 
| (2d wk). 


So far Lent hasn’t struck and may | 
not until Holy Week, same as last | 
year, when expected drop during 40- | 
day stretch didn’t materialize until | 
: biz seems to | 
| be running a bit above average, with 


Not altogether a panic, | 
this | 
Kyser’s | 
several | 





Week of March 9 

Astor — ‘Pygmarion’ 

(14th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 22) 

Criterion — ‘Fast and Loose’ 
(M-G) (8). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 2) 

Globe — ‘Blackwell's Island’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Never 
(Par) (8), 


(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


(M-G) 





Say Die’ 


Rialto — ‘Saint Strikes Back’ 
(RKO) (8). 
(Reviewed in Varirty, Mar. 1) 
Rivoli—‘Spirit of Culver’ (U) 
(8). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Mar. 1) 
Roxy—‘Little Princess’ (20th) 
(10). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 22) 





Strand—‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) 
(10). 


Week of March 16 


Astor — ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
(15th wk). 
Capitol—‘Ice Follies of 1939’ 
| (M-QG). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
| Globe — ‘ Blackwell’s Island’ 
| (WB) (8d wk). 
Music Hall — ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO). 


Paramount — ‘Never Say Die’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 


Rivoli—‘Spirit of Culver’ (U) 
Roxy—‘Little Princess’ (20th) 


(2d wk). 


Strand—‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 








‘Cafe’ Dual $6,000 


and 


In Rainy L'ville; 


Daughter’ $5,500 


|middle of film bookings was neces- 








Louisville, March 7. | 

Usual Lenten slowup felt this | 
week, although not enough to bring | 
out the crying towels. Heavy rain- | 
fall Saturday (4) hurt mat and night | 
business, keeping quite a portion of | 
patrons at home. 
‘Darling Daughter’ at the Mary | 
Anderson came in for must attention | 
by cricks, but ‘Cafe Society’ on a) 
dual at the Rialto is heading for the | 
best gross, edging by a small margin | 








25-35- | 


lic seems moderately cold to all the | 


‘Topper’ at Loew’s State. Elsewhere | 
| the trade is on the slow side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1,500: 15-30-40)—‘Honest Man’ (U) 
and ‘Gambling Ship’ (U). 


|session at Rialto. Sighting 
mild. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 
and Oxford Movement pic, 
| Marches On,’ medium $2,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB) and ‘Up River’ 
| (20th). Average potency indicated 
by this pair at $1,500. Last week, 
‘Kentucky’ (20th) and ‘Thanks 
Everything’ (20th), on seven day 
stanza accounted for $1,900, all right. 


(RKO) 
‘Youth 


Loew’s State (Loew) (3,100; 15-30- | 


40)—‘Topper Takes Trip’ (UA) and 


‘Dr. Meade’ (Col). Aiming toward 
$5,500, fair. Last week, ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G) and ‘Son Criminal’ (Col), 


under expectations on eight days at 
$7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 15- 
30-40)—Darling Daughter’ (WB). 
Received most attention in news- 
paper reviews, and pacing for ample 
$5,500 and possible h.o. week, 
‘Devil’s Island’ (WB) $2,800, under 
par. 

Ohio (Settos) (900: 15)—‘Arkansas 


act 
4aSst 


Traveler’ (Par) and ‘Mysterious 
Rider’ (Par), split with ‘Professor 
Beware’ (Par) and ‘Gold Diggers in 
Paris’ (WB). Feeling the Lenten 
slowup, and creeping along to tepid 
$1,100. Last week, ‘King Alcatraz’ 
(Par) and ‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par), 


split with ‘Escape Night’ (Rep) and 
‘Barefoot Boy’ (Mono) mild $1.200. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and 
‘Persons in Hiding’ (Par). While not 


in smash category, will be good 
enough to out-distance others this 
stanza at $6,000. fair enough. Last 


week, ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Gam- 
bling Ship’ (U) easily led the town 
at $8,000, and rated moveover to 
Brown for seven-day continuation. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Moto’s Last Warning’ (20th) 


and ‘Three Musketeers’ (20th). 
Should wind up with fair enough 
$3,500. Last week ‘Beachcomber’ 


(Par) and ‘Disbarred’ (Par), fair at 
‘$3,300. 


| it 


| trouble, 
|} utmost. The gross 


| the Air’ from WB. 


| Criterion, 


| isn’t 


Headed | 
|for ordinary takings after profitable | 
$1,900, | 


, Sarnered 


166, Both Good, but Other B’way 
Spots Need Alibis; Huck’ Poor 186 


‘Stagecoach,’ which is covering con- 
siderable ground at the Music Hall, 
and ‘Blackwell’s Island,’ at Harry 
Brandt’s grind Globe, are Broad- 
way’s biggest business-zetters this 
week. Neither weather, including 
Saturday's rain, and the Lenten pe- 
riod, are killing either off. Those 
things are alibis for some of the 


| other houses, possibly proving that 
| nothins stops the pictures the pub- 


lic wanis. 

There are no alibis for the kind of 
business the Capitol, Criterion 
Rialto are doing. They simply 
haven’t got anything of importance 
to offer. 

The high-class western current at 
the Hall will get $85,000 or 
Notices and word-of-mouth may ge 
a comparatively strong second 
week, ‘Blackwell’s Island,’ into the 
Globe Wednesday (1) after 
hulabaloo in the papers over censor 
is packing the house to its 
will be somewhere 
around $16,000, best this house has 
done since Brandt took it cver about 
five years ago. 

The Rialto got ‘Secret Service o 
It ended its week 
last night (Tves.) with around $5,800 


blaming the lack of names for not 
doing better. Same situation is also 
true of ‘Persons in Hiding,’ rated 


worthy of more than $6,500 at the 
but again here there are 
no names for draught. 

Cap’s ‘Huckleberry Finn,’ however, 
has the name of Mickey Rooney and 
getting anywhere. This 
parently is a case where the public 
smelled out a poor picture and is 
passing it up no matter who's in it. 
‘Huck’ was produced before by Para- 
mount in 1931 and was also a flop 
then. It will be lucky to end at $18.- 


| 000 on finishing its lone Cap week 
| tonight 


(Wed.). 
Let Freedom 
(Thurs. ). 
Strand is in its second (final) week 
of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ 
tures goes six days, 
Friday (10) by ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ On 
the six days of the holdover, ‘Daugh- 
ter’ will be about $23,000. 
tory. Will Osborne. who came into 


Theatre 
Ring’ 


moves in 
tumorrow 


the Strand Friday (3) to run coupled | 


with ‘Daughter’ on its holdover, is 
remaining over with ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ 
The changing of bands in the 


sitated because of two-week com- 
mitments on both Kay Kyser and 
Will Osborne. ‘Daughter’ was rushed 
in On Kyser’s second week in order 
to cash in on the publicity attending 
the Warner victory over the censors. 

State is doing rather well with 
‘Shining Hour’ and a vaude bill 
headed by Milton Berle, indications 
pointing to $23,000, or better. Final, 
second week of ‘Cafe Society,’ Hal 
Kemp and Tony Martin at the Par 
ending last night (Tues.), at $39,000, 
was good enough for a third stanza, 
but house was committed to bring in 
Chick Webb, Ella Fitzgerald and 
‘Never Sav Die’ today 


kind of coin during Lent. 
Roxy’s second week of ‘Wife. Hus- 


band and Friend’ is comparatively 
slow at $34,000, but, with $42.500 


the first week, the com- 
bined total represents a fair profit. 

Rivoli brings in ‘Spirit of Culver’ 
today (Wed.) the Criterion ‘Fast and 
Loose’ ard the Rialto, ‘Saint Strikes 
Back.’ The holdovers amon? current 
shows will be ‘Stagecoach,’ ‘Black- 
well’s’ and ‘Pygmalion’. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1.012; 25-40-55-65) — ‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (13th week). Remains 
very firm, this week probably $10.- 
500 or better. Last week (12th). 
512 900. 

Capitol (4.520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Huckleberry Finn, (M-G). Mickey 
Rooney gets but one week at $13.- 
000, or less, very disappointing. 
‘Honolulu’ (M-G) was in 
davs over Woshington’s birthday. 
but only $20.009 on that run. ‘Let 
Freedom Ring’ (M-G) opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1.662: 
sons in Hiding (Par). Well-regarded 
‘B’ under hopes, $6,500 tops. Last 
week, ‘Four Girls in White’ (M-G), 
$9.000. good. 

Globe (1.274: 25-40-55) ‘Black- 
well’s Island’ (WB). Going great 
guns for approximately $16.000, best 


for 


25-40-55 )\—‘Per- 


house has done under policy, and 
holds over. In ahead, ‘Yes, My! 
Darline Daughter (WB), dav-and- 


date with the Strand, got $7,200 in 
four days. very good. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO) (2d run). Is_ being 
held two extra days for a total of 


nine: on that period norobably $10,900. 


‘Wings of Navy’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO) (0st 
run). in ahead for six days, only 

7.200. 

Paramount (3.664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Never Say Die’ (Par) and Chick 
Webb orchestra, plus Ella Fitzger- 
ald, onen today (Wed.). Second 
week for ‘Cafe Society,’ with Hal 


Kemp and Tony Martin in person. 


$39,009, following initial seven days 


and | 


close. | 


much | 


ap- | 


Pic- | 
being replaced | 


satisfac- | 


of $51,000, fine profit. A third week 
would have been played but for the 
Webb-Fitzgerald bookings, which 
couldn’t be changed. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40- 
60-34-99-$1.65) ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) 
and show. Spectacle of the 
west doing well here, $85,000 or near, 


stage 


and holds uver. Last week, second 
of ‘Made for Each Other’ (UA), 
$65,000, good enough. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55) — ‘Saint 
Strikes Back’ (RKO). Arrives here 
today (Wed.) after a mildish week 
| of $5,800 for ‘Secret Service of the 
Air (WB). Prior to that house 


played ‘12 Crowded Hours’ 
ge'ting $7,000. 

Rivoli (2.092; 25-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Spirit of Culver’ (U). Opens today 
(Wed.), succeeding ‘You Can't Cheat 
2n Honest Man’ (U) after 18 days. 
Concluding four days wi $5,030, 
following a second full week of $11.- 
O00. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-40-55-75) 
Husband and Friend (20th) a ise 
show (2d-final weel). A rather 
slow-goer,. possibly $34,000 this week 
(2d) after a first seven days of $42.- 
1500. Fir profit on the two wee! 
‘Little Princess (20th) moves in F; 
dav (10). 

State (3,450: -55 
Hour’ (M-G) (2d 1 
topped by Milton 
|}able improvement here 
1 $23,000. or over. good. 
‘Beachcomber’ (Par) (2d run) and 
Luckv Millinder, Frank Albertson 
and Estelle Tavlor. $17.000. n.¢. 

Strand (2,767: 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ (WB) 
(2d-final week) and Will Osborne, 
| plus Sheila Barrett (lst week). Pic- 
ture remains six days on its hold- 
over, in that period with a new stage 
show, looking in vicinity of $23,000, 
not big but o.k. The first week of 
‘Daughter,’ with Kay Kyser going six 


(RKO), 


our 
Wil 


nd si 


e 


ep ty ¢ 


l= 
35-55-75) 
un) 

Berle. 


— ‘Shining 
and vaude 

Consider- 
this week: 
Last week, 


days with it, $35,000, under hopes 
|but satisfactory. Osborne and Miss 
| Barrett hold a second week with 


‘Oklahoma Kid’ starting Friday (10). 


HUCK’ $22,000, 
PYG BIG 216 
D.C. OK 


Washington, March 7. 

Town, which has been getting 
average of two or three new pics a 
week for months due to hold-overs 
and repeat policies, had chance to 
shop between five newcomers this 
week. Two, however, are definitely 
n.s.h. One was yanked yesterday (6) 
and other may be tomorrow. 











_ Sa (Wed.). | 
Otherwise it would have held at this | 


eioht j 


Tops is ‘Huckleberry Finn’ with 
| Frank Albertson p.a. at Capitol, and 
kids packing mats. Second is ‘Pyg- 
malion,’ which bowed Wed. night at 
Palace with reserved seat premiere, 
| Only other moneymaker is ‘Yes My 
|Darling Daughter,’ doing nicely at 
Earle. ‘Ambush’ wallowed three days 
at Met and gave way yesterday (6) 
to return of ‘You Can't Take It With 


You’ prompted by Academy Award 
ballyhoo. ‘Spirit of Culver’ at 
| Keith’s is hanging on bravely. but 


may out tomorrow (Wedncs- 


| day). 


come 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—Huck Finn’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Frank Albertson p.a. helning toward 
swell $22,000. Last week, ‘Topper’ 
(UA) and Phil Regan on stage weak 


$15,300. 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 25-40)— 
‘Idiot’ (M-G) (2d run). Back on 
meinstem after two big wecks at 
Palace with okav $4.000. Last week 
‘Jesse James’ (20th) (2d run) good 
$5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and vavde. 
Nice $18.000. Last week, ‘Woman 
Again’ (Col) and Eddie Duchin orch 
big $19,600. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)— 
‘Spirit of Culver’ (U). Can’t buck 
‘Huck Finn.’ Poor $4,500 if it lasts. 
Last week ‘Gunza Din’ (RKO) (4th 
wk) $5,000, all right. 


Met (WB) (1.600: 25-40)—Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (revival). Shoved in 
(6) to capitalize on Academy Award 


and set for good $2,500, four days. 
‘Ambush’ (Par) opened Friday (3) 
and lasted three days for floppo 


$1.300. Last week, ‘Beachcomber’ 
(Par) (2d run) took big $5,600. 
Palace (Loew) (2,424; 35-55)— 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). Bowed Wednese 
day night with sellout reserved seat 
premiere which collected $1.200 at 
regular prices. Holding on beautie 
fully for big $21.000 for eight davs 
and premiere. Last week, ‘Trade 
| Winds’ (UA) for week minus two 
performances satisfactorv $11 4500 


—— 
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+ FILM SHOWMANSHIP 





‘UNION PACIFIC’ GETS 
BIG OMAHA BALLY 


Omaha, March 7. 
World premiere of Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s ‘Union Pacific,’ 





which takes place simultaneously in 
three first-run theatres in Omaha, 
April 28, will be ushered in by a 
$50,000 advertising campaign spon- 
sored by Paramount, a similar ex- 


penditure by the Union Pacific r-r. | 


and advertising co-operation from 10 
leading commercial companies. 

In addition to the advertising cam- 
pzign of both Paramount and Union 
Pacific, full-page ads exploiting the 
picture will appear in national maga- 
zines by the following commercial 
companies co-operating in the cam- 
paign: Hamilton Watch Co., Pennzoil, 
International Silverware, Western 
Union, American Express Co., Conti- 
nental Baking Co., Wonder Bread, 
the Tea Bureau, controlling national 
tea distribution and the Aluminum 
Company of America. 

Union Pacific is 
mount full cooperation in conjunc- 
tion with the film’s premiere by run- 
ning special advertising in all U.P. 
timetables, displaying special cards 
in all railroad terminals, placing 
special cards on the tables in diners 
and special stickers on all courtesy 


newspapers, magazines and the direct | 


mail literature issued by the U.P. 
Convention of the Union Pacific 
Oldtimers has been timed to coincide 
with the world premiere. while the 
city of Omaha will participate to the 
extent of erecting oldtime western 
false fronts along the main streets 
and encouraging citizens to dress in 
oldtime western costumes. Holly- 
wood will be represented at the pre- 
miere by DeMille, 


Lynne Overman, Evelyn Keyes and 
others of the cast. 





Record Crowd Attends 


‘Cafe Society’ Premiere 





Miami, March 7. 

Premiere of Paramount’s ‘Cafe So- 
ciety,’ co-starring Madeleine Carroll, 
Fred MacMurray and Shirley Ross, 
was shown at the Sheridan theatre 
with an exploitation campaign that 
created unusual interest and ac- 
counted for a record crowd in at- 
tendance. The campaign got under 
way days in advance of the opening, 
with George Hoover, manager of 
Sheridan, getting exceptional story 
and art breaks in the Herald and 
Daily News. 

Advance campaign included spot 
announcements broadcast four times 
deily over stations WIOD, WQAM 
and WKAT. Special trailers and one 
sheets, heralding the Sheridan’s pre- 


4 
4 


co-starring 
Barbara Stanwyck and Joel McCrea, | 


extending Para- | 


Barbara Stan- | 
wyck, Joe McCrea, Akim Tamiroff, | 


WESTERNS’ NATURAL B. 0. 

| A good western picture never misses ai the boxoffice, 
| From the earliest film days of the one and two-reelers, 
the western has held its place against all other types 
of popular stories. There have been times when the 
majors have left the field to the independent producers. 
But they return. Then the western, produced on the 
grand scale, is revived and invariably, when well done, 
is handsomely rewarded There is an affinity be- 





tween the camera and the great open spaces that 
strikes a common chord of entertainment in all kinds 
and all ages of theatre-goers. The western picture Is 
the American picture, 

There’s showmanship in ‘Stagecoach’ (Wanger-UA), 
current at the Radio City Music Hall. Pushing through 
the foyer crowds one is struck by the wide range of 
its appeal. Old people and children find similar values 


in the film. It is the same audience which followed the 

hectic career of Jesse James, 

‘Stagecoach’ has the feel of the west, the giant vistas, 
| the dust and the wind, and it is peopled with characters 
ihe audience understands and sympathizes with. There 
are Indians on the war-path, U. S, cavalry to the res- 
cue, and a shooting due] that is exciting and convinc- 
ing. ‘Stagecoach’ is all western—one of the best. 

Showmanship too often is regarded as something 

which a film acquires unto itself some time after it has 
| left the studio and starts its career through the maze 
of first and subsequent-runs in the circuits and inde- 
pendent houses. It is nearer the truth to state that 
showmanship is, or isn’t, an ingredient of a picture at 
the moment when the decision first is reached to film 
ia story. Lacking the element of a sound common 
denominator of audience interest, a picture cannot ac- 
quire simply by advertising, heavy money expenditure, 
| or artificial device, the quality of popular appeal if that 
quality is not in the texture of the film. 

Either a picture has ‘heart’ or it hasn't. Bereft of 
basic emotion, it is cold and unresponsive to exploita- 
| tion. When possessed of the attribute of general ap- 
| peal, its commercial and artistic career knows no 
bounds. The flame already burns; smart handling and 
enthusiastic advertising are the fuel which make the 
| conflagration. 


| --— 


| AUDIENCES GROWING UP 


Film producers are pondering the causes for the 
Static condition of picture theatre boxoffices, and are 
| seeking the reasons why the number of ticket buyers 
is not increasing annually at the rate which attendance 
graphs recorded the upward surge of the past two 
decades. 

Have entertainment tastes changed so radically in so 
short a time, or, have films reached something ap- 
proaching a saturation pointr 

Those who are interested in finding a partial, if not 
final, answer to the attendance problem will do well 
to contemplate an article by Stuart Chase in the At- 
lantic Monthly, and republished in condensed form in 
the current issue of The Readers’ Digest. It is titled, 
‘Population Going Down,’ and the opening paragraph 
reads:— 

‘There are more than a million empty desks in our 
elementary schools this year. The 1930 enrollment was 
21,300,000; it was 20,000,000 in 1938. If present trends 
continue, by 1960 there will be 10,000,000 empty desks 
in schools and colleges. But the army of people over 
65 will be 8,000,000 greater than it was in 1930.’ 

The population is growing, and the consensus of ex- 
pert opinion expects a peak by 1960 of 140-150,000,000. 
Present census is about 130,000,000. The curve, how- 
ever, shows that the trend is towards an alarming 
lessening of youth, in ratio to the total, and an even 
| greater increase of oldsters, men and women past 65 
| years. Further, the writer states:— 

‘Finally, we come to migration rates. From 1900 to 

1913 net migration into America averaged close to 
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By John C. Flinn . 


now show a net movement out of the country of 50,000 
persons a year.’ 


- + 


+ 





'K. C. MAYOR PROCLAIMS 


All of which may not affect patronage at the Elite | TM FROM MO.’ HOLIDAY 


theatre next week, but films, as well as other indus- 
tries which have thrived in an expanding population, 
may be compelled soon to face readjustment. This 
much is certain, assuming the facts to be correct, that 


the changing tastes in entertainment, demanding more | 


mature themes, are likely to be felt sooner in motion 
pictures than in most other types of merchandizing. 
Perhaps the pressure already is on. Such trends do 
not take place rapidly, but show business, which Is 
close to the masses, always is in constant change and 
tux. Comparison of types of themes in the successful 


lecitimate attractions of this season with the romantic 


plots of the Winchell Smith-Augustus Thomas- David 
Belesco era reveals a distinct departure from the re- 
cent past. 


Films of today are aimed primarily for a youthful 


audience. Hence the careful mothering and story 
coddling which finds expression in self-imposed pror | 


duction codes and political censorsnip in eight States. 

In a.national survey of exhibiting conditions last 
summer, theatre men frequently bemoaned the loss of 
young people as regular attendants. They longed for 
a return to the good old days, when youngsters flocked 
to boxoffices in groups of four to 10. 

It would seem that the job ahead is not to attempt to 
reclaim the diminishing youth, but to capture and hold 
a more adult type of theatre-goer. If this is true, there 
is a vreat and brilliant future for films. 
begin to grow up, escape from the boy meets gir] for- 
mula, and deal with mature characters and themes. 

In 1960, Shirley Temple will be 30 years old and 
probably at the height of her boxoffice draw in a series 
of films dealing with problems of old age pensions. 
Twenty years also may see the end of government anti- 


Tl. o 17 
ancy Wii 


trust suits and the adoption, at long last, of a code of | 


trade practices affecting distributors and exhibitors. 


DIGGING FOR GOLD 


Charlie Chaplin used to tell a story about an ex- | 


hibitor who told him he had ‘made Chaplin’ in his 
home town because he had played the comedian’s films 
as fast as they were released. Which is like the pres- 
ent-day showman who congratulates himself when he 
does business with ‘Gunga Din,’ ‘Snow White,’ ‘Boys’ 
Town,’ ‘Angels with Dirty Faces’ and ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band.’ 

Tests of good showmanship might better be gauged 
by the amount of business a theatre can dig up for 
itself on the good ‘B’ product, which possesses enter- 
tainment angles without benefit of star billing, or heavy 
pre-release advertising campaigns by distributors. 

Millions of boxoffice dollars are lost in the course of 
a year by an industry that is too much concerned with 
the pushovers made to order for theatres, and too little 
enthused over many good films which require advertis- 
ing push and bustle to get their values before the pub- 
lic. Let the prizes for enterprise and alertness go to 
theatres which do smash business on ‘Alcatraz,’ ‘Twelve 
Crowded Hours,’ ‘The Girl Downstairs,’ ‘Ambush,’ 
‘Spirit of Culver,’ ‘Crime School,’ ‘Persons in Hiding’ 
and ‘A Man to Remember.’ 

Of course, the reason why many good films are 
passed up is because the major producers themselves 
concentrate on their biggest and best, and many a de- 
serving, but small-budget film, is shot out to the ex- 
changes without so much as a letter of introduction to 
its own salesmen and branch managers. 

Enthusiasm is accumulative and must spring from a 
sense of eager excitement. It is too much to expect an 
exhibitor to discover the hidden values in product. 
How frequently one hears a theatre man say, ‘If I had 
only known how good that film was, I would have 
gotten behind it and boosted hell out of it. The people 
who saw it said it was great, but I had only half a 
house.’ 

There’s gold in many films that is never discovered. 


miecre, were used on the screen and | 
in the lobbies of 13 other Florida 
Theatres, Inc., houses. 
306 window cards were used locally | 
and all trolleys carried special cards 
announcing the film’s premiere, Spe- 
cial kites were flown over the night 
club section. 

Tieups were arranged with the 
leading nite clubs on a contest idea, 
which offered tickets to the premiere 
to the winners. Clubs which partici- | 
pated in the stunt included the 5) 
o'Clock club, El Chico, Dempeey- | 
Venderbilt, Roney Plaza, Club Con- 
tirentale, The Drur>, Riptide and the 
Litile Club. 

An airplane, carrying a huge ban- 
ner announcing the premiere, was 
used three times daily covering both 
the Hialeah racetrack and Miami | 
Ecach. 


Coal line Galatea Has 


A Fiing at Seattle Hi-Life 


Seattle, March 7. 

With re-dolled Music Box (Ham- 
rick-Evergreen) reopened, the ad- 
vertising department headed by Vic 
Gauntiett went to the races for 
‘Pygmalion,’ selecting from the coal 
camp of Black Diamond the ‘Queen’ 
of the week. Daughter of a coal 
miner got the call. She was en- 
throned for the week prior to the 
opening and was hostess at the Mu- 
sic Box on opening night. 

Occupying an apartment in the 
swanky Olympic hotel, given a swell 
wardrobe, feted and jeweled, she 
was queen for a week and then went 
back to the coal mines. 
stories and art broke in the news- 
papers. 


More than! ~— 


1,000,000 persons a year, mostly you 


ng persons, We 


It takes showmanship to dig it out. 





‘ALEXANDER BELL’ FILM 


| 
| 


PLAYERS TO FRISCO FAIR’ 


San Francisco, March 7. 

A special train from Hollywood 
will bring the cast of 20th-Fox’s ‘The 
Story of Alexander Graham 
here for the world premiere show- 
ing of the picture on Treasure Is- 
land, site of the Golden Gate Ex- 
position, March 29. 

Darryl Zanuck. has invited Holly- 
wood newspapermen and women to 
accompany the cast on the trip here. 
Making the trip will be Don Amcche, 


| Loretta Young, Henry Fonda, Spring 


Byington, Sally Blane, Polly Ann 


| The and Georgiana Young. 


The day at the Fair has been 
esignated as 20th-Fox Day. 


Films and Broadcast 


Charlotte, N. C., March 7. 
New combination theatre and ra- 
dic feature was inaugurated at the 
|State theatre here. It’s the Kiddie 
| Klub, organized as a program for the 
ycungsters during Saturday morning 
shopping and marketing hours. 





Tleatre opens at 9:45 a.m. and the | 


| show starts at 10 o’clock. Following 
la half hour of pictures there is a 
|half hour broadcast, with Fred Bear- 


Plenty of |den, manager of the theatre, as m.c 


First 150 youngsters to attend each 
Saturday receive special gifts. 


Combination Attraction 


Live Stunts Boost 
‘Pyg’ and ‘Stagecoach’ 





; Atlanta, March 7. 
Loew’s Grand is stepping out | 


Bell’ | with exploitation of films that’s pay- | 


| ing dividends. Eddie Pentecost, 
;manager, got behind ‘Pygmalion,’ 


| 


/umn writer of Hearst’s Georgian and 
| Sunday American. Newspapers dug 
up a ‘Galatea,’ for whom theatre 
bought finery from Rich’s, leading 
department store, which in turn, 
| plugged pie in daily display space. 


| Pentecost got Emory frat boys to/| 


| ‘Sponsor’ Galatea and she was es- 
|corted to various spots where she 
| would be in public eye, Daily stories 
preceded opening of pic, a special 
showing with all seats reserved with 
State and city dignitaries present, 
name of mystery girl being an- 
a and femme introduced from 
stage. 

‘Stagecoach’ also was given spe- 
cial bally, theatre importing 11 full- 
blooded Indians from Cherokee 
Reservation in N. C. Failure to get 
a legit stagecoach failed to deter 
management, who dug up an old- 
time tallyho. Indians were introed 
from stage at special opening per- 
formance, proceedings being aired 
by WGST. Theatre also tied in with 
Atlanta Constitution with an old 
clipping contest, climaxed by dinner 
for 71 persons who owned clippings 
from Constitution printed many 
years ago. Old-timers were special 
/ guests at first showing of pic. 





effecting a tieup with lovelorn col- | 





'N. Y. STORE PLUGS 
‘DARLING DAUGHTER’ 





For Warners’ dual engagement of 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter’ at the 
Strand and Globe theatres, New 
York, the company arranged a tieup 
with Saks Fifth Avenue, where the 
latter used a five-column ad in the 
Sunday Herald-Tribune carrying 
copy plugging the picture. In ad- 
dition five windows were used in 
publicizing the picture. 

The newspaper ad used the title of 
the picture as a streamer, with the- 
atre and play-date credit in the 
bedy matter. The windows also in- 
clude theatre and play-date credit 
during the picture’s engagement on 
Broadway. 


Digging Up Those Old 


Honeymoon Snapshots 





Charlotte, N. C., March 7. 

The Carolina got on the front page 
of the Charlotte News, afternoon 
daily, with another tie-in story be- 
tween the house and the newspaper, 
this time searching for old honey- 
moon pictures. 

The invitation to send in old 
honeymoon pictures was given in 
connection with the appearance at 
the Carolina of ‘Made for Each 
Other.’ There was a prize of $10 
for the oldest honeymoon picture 
submitted. 





| ; Kansas City, March 7, 

| World premiere showing of ‘I'm 
from Missouri’ is set for the New- 
man, local Par outlet, beginning 
March 16. Film centers around the 
American Royal stock show annually 


staged here and makes use of some 
local spots. 

Gladys George, of the cast, and 
Ted Reed, director, come on from 


Hollywood along with Jack Moffitt, 
scripter, who returns to his former 
post of film critic on the Star fol- 
lowing the sendoff for the film. 
Mayor Bryce Smith is proclaiming 
premiere day as ‘I’m From Missouri’ 
day and film is getting heavy local 
endorsements from Chamber of 
Commerce, American Royal, Muehle- 
bach hotel and town in general. Pic- 
ture is already being plugged on 
American Royal radio stock reports 
daily and is to be boosted by co-op 
newspaper ads, a quarter twenty- 
four sheet coverage, all stockmen’s 
publications and by radio dramatiza- 
tions via WHB. Station KCMO is 
set to broadcast the premiere itself. 


Join the Navy and See 
World from Airships 


Scripps-Howard newspaper chain 
is getting behind WB play-dates on 
‘Wings of the Navy.’ Warners tied in 
| with the Scripps-Howard Aeronau- 
'tical Scholarship competition, which 
| the newspaper chain inaugurated 
| weeks ago in conjunction with the 
| government’s plan to train civilian 
|aviators. In 16 key cities where the 
| contest is being run, the local news- 
| Paper cooperated with the local ex- 
| hibitor on his showing of ‘Wings of 
| the Navy.’ 

Local entrants in the newspapers’ 
scholarship contest were invited to 
witness a morning showing of the 
| feature. Newspapers played up the 
| tie-up with photographs in both 
news and feature sections. 
| Cities where this tieup has been 
| successfully effected, are: Birming- 
| ham, San Diego, San Francisco, Den- 
| ver, Washington, Evansville, Coving- 
ton, Albuquerque, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
j\lend, Oklahoma City, Pittsburgh, 
Memphis, El Paso, Fort Worth and 
Houston. 


Store’s Co-op Spreads 
Hypo ‘Princess’ in St. L. 





St. Louis, March 7. 

Shirley Temple’s first technicolor 
screen opus was the provocation for 
Fanchon & Marco's exploitation de- 
partment and Famous-Barr Dry 
Goods Co., one of the town’s depart- 
ment stores, to utilize the store’s op- 
tical division for a co-op tieup. 
In three ads that totalled 900 lines, 
at no cost to the theatre, the line 
read, ‘You'll enjoy Shirley Temple in 
‘The Little Princess’ at the Fox The- 
atre, especially if you don’t suffer 
ef... The explanation of the abbre- 
viation (eye fatigue) was printed 
beneath the line. 

Theatre copped pictorial breaks 
in all local dailies on the strength of 
the technicolor treatment of the pix 
and also upped its national co-op 
ads to 800 lines, the greatest ever 
budgeted here for any Temple film. 
Twenty windows in various spots in 
town were grabbed for Temple dolls 
and other displays. 


Boy Scouts and Elks 
United in Time Plugs 


New Orleans, March 7. 

Gar Moore, Orpheum theatre 
blurbist, tied up the showing of the 
March of Time, which contrasted 
Boy Scouting in America with 
youth activities in nations under dic- 
tators, with the annual financial 
drive of the New Orleans Area 
Council, Boy Scouts of America, and 
garnered considerable space in the 
local dailies: 

Moore also tied in the film with 
the Americanization Week campaign 
of the New Orleans Lodge of Elks, 
netting additional plugs. Besides 








news space, Moore planted pictures 
of Boy Scouts attending the theatre, 
distributing circulars and other art. 
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| Danghter’-Weems 


Philly; Eddy 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
The second week of Warner's new 
low-price policy finds the downtown 
theatres playing to packed houses. 
Grosses are away above last year’s 
figures for this date. 


As usual the Fox is leading the | 


pack at the b. o. with sensational 
biz for ‘Daughter’ and Ted Weems 
orch. Combo looks like a teriffic 
$31,000 for the week—-even topping 


the smash $30,000 hung up last week 


‘Tailspin.’ Press 
York 
the 


by Artie Shaw and ) 
blurbs anent temporary New 
ban of ‘Daughter’ undoubtedly 
come-on that’s bringing them in. 
Other films ringing the dinner bell 
are ‘Freedom Ring’ at the Stanley, 
and ‘Wife, Husband’ at the Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d wk). Unable 
to hold the pace of its opening week. 
Dismal $8,000 for second sesh. First 
one, $14,000. 
Boyd (WB) 
‘Wife, Husband’ 


(2,350: 
(20th). 


over. Last week ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) 
was socko $15,000 after a gloriou 
$19,800 for its opener. ‘Little Prin- 
cess’ (20th) in Friday. 


Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 
‘Idiot’ (M-G) (3d run). House con- 
tinues making money as a straight 


filmer, hanging up a nice $10,000 de- 
spite the fact that ‘Idiot’ has had 
four weeks downtown previously. 
Last week ‘Jesse James’ (20th), 
$10,000. 
Fox 
‘Daughter’ 


(WB) (2,423; 
(WB) with 


32-42-57-68) — 
Ted Weems 


orch. Advance ballyhoo on pic taboo | 


is jamming the house to its gills. 
Sockeroo $31,000. Last week ‘Tail 
Spin’ (20th) plus Artie Shaw band, 
$30,000. 

Kariton (WB) (1,006; 32-42-57)— 
‘Tail Spin’ (20th) (2d run). Better- 
than-par $4,800. Last week ‘Each 
Other’ (UA) sweet $6,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 
‘Musketeers’ (20th) (2d run). Even 
price slash didn’t help this one. Pal- 
lid $3,800 in offing. Last week ‘Wings 
Navy’ (WB) poor $4,000. 

Palace (WB) 
Girls’ (M-G) plus five short sub- 
jects. Doing a nice $6,000 in second 
sesh as a first-run house. Opener 
brought $5,000 for ‘Boy Slaves’ 
(RKO), 

Stanley (WB) (2,918; 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G). Plenty nice 
$17,000. Last week ‘Huck Finn’ (M- 
G) hit par for $15,000, 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42) 
‘Let Live’ (Col). Strong $6,000 on 
the way. Last week ‘Fast and Loose’ 
(M-G) also clicked heavily for $6,500. 


32-42-57 )— 


LAUGHTON 86, 
BUFF. BULLISH 





} Buffalo, March 7. 

Takings are continuing above nor- 
mal for the current stanza and al- 
though there are no peaks in evi- 
dence the general level remains high 
due to heavy offerings. Two English- 
made productions are the compara- 
tive standouts among the film fodder. 
Daughter’ at the Buffalo is not espe- 
Clally exciting despite the censorship 


ballyhoo. ‘Beachcomber’ at the Lakes | 


and ‘Pygmalion’ in its second stance 
at the Hipp are both high. 
Estimates for This Week 
. Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 
Darling Daughter’ (WB). Just fair 
and hardly living up to excitement. 
Looks for $12,000. Last week, ‘Huck 
Finn’ (M-G), so-so $11,800. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
King Underworld’ (WB) and ‘O’Con- 
nor’ (M-G). Fine $9,000. Last week, 
Jesse James’ (20th) (2d run), $8,- 
000, nice second runtakings. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Beachcomber’ (Par). Very nice 

usiness, Shooting for $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Wings Navy’ (WB), fairish 
$6,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holding to 
strong business after great first week. 
Nice at $8,500. Last week, swell 
$13,000. 


J afayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
Honest Man’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Stand 
Accused’ (Rep). Average $6,000. Last 
week. ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Ex- 
Posed’ (U), $12,000, very nice. 


Dix Hurt, Slows Pic 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Shooting on Republic’s ‘Man of 
Lonquest’ was halted for a week due 
® an injury to Richard Dix’s right 
hand. 
swe small bones were fractured 
y a blow from a tomahawk in an 
Indian battle. 








32-42-57 )— | 
Hitting a | 
pretty $16,000, but will not be held | 


32-42-57 )— | 


(1,000; 26-42)—‘Four | 


-| Society’ 


Terrific $31,000, 
11, Wife’ $16,000 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Qk CO ee ee $1,567,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including _ | 
N.Y.) 








+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Total Gross Same Week 
FS ¢ * en ae $1,524,800 


‘Daughter’-Fields 
Dual Heads For 
Big $9,500, Milw. 


Milwaukee, March 7, 
Town’s freak weather of summer 
|}one day, snow the next, has exhibs 
| tearing hair here. Indies, however, 
| take it calmly. 
‘Gunga Din’ was held over until 
Tuesday (28) while waiting for cen- 








’ 


sor okay on ‘Darling Daughter, 
which runs through Thursday (9) | 


at the Warner. Bally insures excel- | 
lent b.o. pickings. 

Second big grosser is ‘Cafe So- | 
| ciety’ at the Palace. Pic looks good 
for a h.o. at the Strand. ‘Pygmalion’ 
did nice biz at Palace last stanza | 
and goes into second final session at 
the Strand on a dual with ‘Moto.’ 
Disappointment of no p.a. from Nel- 
son Eddy lets the Wiscensin grab 
any loose cash with ‘Freedom Ring.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Little (Indie) (1,050; 35-50)—‘Peg | 
{of Old Drury’ (GB). Getting only 
| mild $3,300. Last week, ‘Monastery’ 

(Indie) (2d wk), $3,800, okay. 
| Palace (Fox Wisconsin) (2,400; 35- 
50)—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Tom 
Sawyer’ (Par). Looks set for hefty | 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Pygmalion’ 
(M-G), $7,600, satisfactory. 

Riverside (Indie) (2,800; 


25-30-35) 


‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) = and 
| vaude. Doing better this stanza, 
| with fair $9,000. Last week, ‘Gam- 
| bling Ship’ (U} and vaude $8,500, | 
| SO-SO, 


Strand (Fox Wisconsin) (900; 35- 
50)—'Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th). Sighting good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Idiot’ (M-G) and ‘Smiling | 
Along’ (20th), $6,300, swell. 

Warner (WB) (2.400; 35-50)— | 
‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and ‘Hon- 
est Man’ (U). Will stay 10 days. 
Socko fare has over $9,500 in store. 
Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), acceptable $7,200. 

Wisconsin (Fox Wisconsin) (2,800; 
35-50)—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and 
‘Flirting Fate’ (M-G). Garnering 
profitable $9,000. Last week, ‘Tail- 
spin’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ (20th), nice 
$9,200. 


WIFE, HUBBY’ 116, 
DENVER PLENTY OK 








Denver, March 7 

Weather here conducive to theatre 
going, and all first runs are gleaning | 
above-average b. 0. 

Tnree films get a moveover to | 
other houses as result of okay biz— | 
‘Stagecoach, ‘Wife, Husband’ and 
‘Fast and Loose.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
| ‘Stagecoach’ (UA), after a week at 
the Denver, Behaving beautifully 
with $4,500, big, and shifting to the 
Rialto. Last week ‘E.ch Other’ 
(UA), $4,000, nice. 





Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific 
Liner’ (RKO), both after a week 


at the Orpheum. Doing neat $3,500. | 
Last week ‘Honolulu’ (M-G) and. | 
‘O’Connor (M-G), after a week at 

the Orpheum, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- | 
40)—‘Third of Nation’ (Par). Con- | 
troversial angles worked on to pro- 
duce a good $6,100. Last week ‘Cafe 

(Par), nice $6,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) with stage | 
_band. Getting fine $11,000 here, and | 
| moving to Aladdin for more. Last | 
| week ‘Stagecoach’ (UA) very good | 
$12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
| —‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
| Girls’ (M-G). Hitting $10,000. Mov- 
|ing to Broadway. Last week ‘Huck 





| 
| 
| 





|'Finn’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Liner’ 
' (RKO), big $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Musketeers’ (20th) and ‘New York 


‘Sleeps’ (20th). No complaint with 

$4,000. Last week ‘Off Record’ (WB) 

,and ‘Charlie Chan’ (20th), nice | 
| $4,000. 


| ‘Gunga’ H.O. $20,000 — ‘Lady’ 


Paramount 
| Louis 


“‘Beauty’-Vaude 156; 


|ond of ‘Beachcomber’ 
| fairish $5,200 to good opening take 


| ‘Gunga Din’s’ move-over to Allen for 


B’KLYN STRONG 


Great $18,500 

Brooklyn, March 7. 

Spotlight currently centers on | 

RKO Albee holding ‘Gunga Din’ sec- 
ond week to first-rate results, and | 
Loew’s Metrovolitan with ‘Lady | 
Vanishes’ and ‘Four Girls in White.’ | 
satisfactory with ‘St. 
and ‘One Third of a 


' 
t 


Blues’ 
Nation.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274: 25-35-50) - ‘Gunga 
Din’ (RKO) (2d wk). Drawing nifty 
$20,000 after swell $25,000 last week. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50) — ‘Off Record’ | 
(WB) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2d 
wk). Neat $17,000. Last week. same 
duo, preceded in part by ‘Ambush’ 
(Par) and ‘Wharf’ (RKO), $12,000. 
; Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Lady Van- 
ishes’ (20th) and ‘Four Girls’ (M-G). 
Plenty rave notices for pair. Great 
$18,500 in store. Last week. ‘T )p- 
per’ (UA) and ‘O’Connor’ (M-G), 
nice $17,500. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50) — ‘St. | 
Louis Blues’ (Par) and ‘Third of Na- 


tion’ (Par), Okay $17,000. Last} 
week, ‘Wings Navy’ (WB) and 
Homicide Bureau’ (Col) (2d wk). | 


satisfactory $15,000. 

_ Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘Tough 
Kid’ (Mono) and ‘North of Shanghai’ 
(Col). Miid fare will bring in quiet 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Dr. Meade’ (Col) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), peaceful 
$5,500, 





‘Each Other’ $11,000, 
‘Daughter’ 106, Balto 


Baltimore, March 7. 


No noticeable Lenten dent into 
; current de luxe doings here with | 


good product the probable answer. 
Stage portion of Hipp’s combo bill, 


featuring strong lineup of Vincent 


| Lopez, Abbott & Costello and Patri- 


cia Ellis, running ‘Beauty for the 
Asking,’ into town’s top money. 
‘Made for Each Other’ at Loew’s 
Century, holding a pleasingly steady 
pace, closely followed by ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ at Warner’s Stan- 
ley. Latter got a censorial trim- 
ming, but no obvious effect on b. o., 
with a second week indicated on 
strength of pace being set. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Each Other’ (UA). Off to 
a pleasing $11,000. Last week ‘Huck 





| Finn’ (M-G) kept them coming, par- 


ticularly in daytime, to strong $11,- 
800. 
Hippodrome 


(Rappaport) (2,205; 


| 15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Beauty for Ask- 


ing’ (RKO) with Vincent Lopez, | 
Abbott and Costello and Patricia 
Ellis. Leads town with $15,000. Last 
week ‘Let Us Live’ (Col), plus | 
vaude headed by Lionel Stander, 
failed to click at $10,400. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406: 15- | 
25-35-40)—Spirit of Culver’ (U). 
Opened today (Tues.). Last week 


‘Dark Rapture’ (U) nice 
eight days. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding steady pace to satisfactory 
$5,000 after okay opener to $7,300. 


$7,900 for 


Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB). Not 


hurt by censorial trim and heading 
into bullish $10,000. Last week, sec- 
(Par), added 


of $10,400, 





Stagecoach’ Hauls Hefty 176, Cleve. 
‘Great Man -Duchin Mild, ‘Wings’ OK 


| 

| 

| 
Dual 


| 
| week’s biggest take. 
natives 


| berg) 


‘Duke West Point’ 


| Smash, $18,000. 
‘Navy’ (WB), and ‘King Underworld’ | 


Princess’ $23,700, Fields-Bergen 
$29,000 for Ton L. A. Coin: Duke’ 
Wobbly at 116; Orph’s Pair, $7,000 


Los Angeles, March 7. 











Broadway Grosses 








Several better than average grosses 

in store this week, with ‘Can’t Cheat 

ones Man’ ¢ ‘Little Princess,’ 

Estimated Total Gross noe pd el tages” ane fro " a, 

This Week $275,800 ning around 100% better at Loew’s 

(Based on 12 theatres) State-Chinese than previous picture, 

Total Gross Same Week ‘Just Around Corner’; about 50% 

Last Year. . .$273,100 thead of ‘Little Miss Broadway,’ and 

(Based on 12 theatres) 29° over her ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Winnie 

Se ee | 

‘Can’t Cheat Honest Man’ heading 

‘ 9 for neat $25,000 on initial stanza at 

. 2 Hillstreet and Pantages, and will 
i} é = an ar ¥ stick two weeks or longer. 

. Holdovers, ‘Pygmalion’ and ‘St. 


Louis Blues,’ 

former good 

month. 
Estimates for This Week 


showing strength, with 
for at least another 


Swell $18,000 On 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024: 
30-40-55-75)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) 
and ‘Girl Downstairs’ (M-G). Con- 

eS en na a siderable improvement over previous 
9 week, and very good Shirley Temple 
biz, with $10,300 in sight. Last week, 


‘kT 1 fy4t1 TA r ’ 
macn Otnel (UA) raraoli 


aiid 

Nerve’ (20th), nsh. $8,700. 
Omaha, March 7. Dowrtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
Jan Garber and his orchestra are 65)-—-‘Duke West Point’ (UA) and 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). Weak $6.090. 


headlining the Orpheum stage show | 
here to a smash $18,000 for the 
Flesh starved 
droves. 


Last week, ‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) 
and ‘Torchv Blane’ (WB) eight days, 
okay $10,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900: 40-55) 


are a PAS 
. —Pysmalion’ (M-G) (11th wk). An- 


responding in 


| Lee Bennet, vocalist with the band, | other $3,400 on top of 10th week’s 
and George Givot, both former | healthy $4,100. 
Omahans, are a boost and the whole Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 


65)—‘Duke of West Point’ (UA) and 


bill is getting big play. “Duke of| ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB). First U.A. pic 
West Point’ on the screen. for this house in several months is 
‘Trade Winds’ dualed with ‘The! getting weak $5,000. Last week, 


‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Blane’ (WB) eight days, good $12,000. 
Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 


Girl Downstairs’ at the Omaha and 
‘Blondie Meets the Boss’ split with 


,‘Let Us Live’ at the Brandeis are! 40)—‘Smiling Alons’ (20th) and 
suffering somewhat from the com-, ‘Gambling Ship’ (U) plus vaude. 
petish. ‘Trade Winds’ is pulling a| Ordinary $7,000. Last week, ‘Moto’ 
nice $7,000, however, and ‘Blondie’ | (20th) and ‘Arizona Legion’ (RKO), 
with hometowner Henry Fonda _ in , $7,000. - 
‘Let Us Live’ a good $5,000. Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
Estimates for This Week ‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘Dr. Meade’ 
7h. + ad : (Cc 7.0) --Bere . wus ( yk > se 
Avenue - Dundee - Military (G Col). Fields-Bergen opus looks set 


old- 
(950-810-650; 10-25)—‘Artisis 
and Models’ (Par) and ‘Going Places’ 
(WB), dual, split with ‘Say French’ 
(Par), ‘Storm’ (U), and ‘King Alca- 
traz’ (Par), tripler. Fair, $2.000. Last 
week, ‘Dawn Patrol’ (WB), and 
‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA), dual, split 


for neat $12.000. insuring holdover. 
Last week, ‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) 
and ‘Let Live’ (Col), fair $6.000. 
Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-40-55) 
—St. Louis Blues’ (Par) and stage 
show (2d wk). Holdover week likely, 
with strong $11,000, after first week’s 


: ; b . bie $18,000 
with ‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mon), ‘Serv- an” y P ee ‘tr; 
es S 6 ; RKO (2.872:  30-40-55)—‘Honest 
. T o arrey 9 
ice DeLuxe’ (U), and ‘Marry’ (RKO), Man’ (U) and ‘Dr. Meade’ (Col). 


tripler, good $2,300. 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 


Running somewhat ahead of its day- 


ae AL oy ater 2antages) and shoul -eacl 
25-35-40 )—‘Blondie’ (Col) and ‘Let date r & nta . ? oo od he u d reac 8 
Live’ (Col) Goo 1 $5.000. Last week bi $4 $13,000. La SL WeCK, Man Votes 
A a eet Tae” nd an’ | (RKO) and ‘Let Live’ (Col). $6,500. 


‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d wk) $3,800, 
fair. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA) and ‘Girl Down- | 


Siate (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Little Princess’ (20th) and ‘Cirl 
Downstairs’ (M-G) dual, Headed for 
neat $13,400. which is 100% better 


stairs’ (M-G). Good, $7,000. Last ren Me pone. . 
week, “Huck Finn’ (M-G) and than, last, Shirley Temple, onus af 
‘OConnor’ (M=G) $7,800, good. |(UA) and ‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th), 


Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 35-55)— | not hot at $9,300 


(UA), and Jan| ">, Ft , 
. ; ; United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
Garber orchestra with stage show.| 4955) ~ “Rach Other’ (UA) and ‘Par. 


Last week, ‘Wings | don Nerve’ (20th). Continued weak- 


h : ness on moveover at $2,800. Last 

(WB), bdr 4 good, $9,600. - -,| week ‘Honolulu’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) | Girls’—(M-G). okay $3.800 

—‘Sunset Trail’ (Par), ‘Dawn Patrol’ | “Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: °0-40-55- 


(WB), and ‘Convict’s Code’ (Mon), | 
tripler, split with ‘Prairie Justice’ | 
(U), ‘Artists and Models’ (Par), and | 
‘Going Places’ (WB), tripler. Good | 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Arizona Legion’ 
(RKO). ‘Gangster’s Boy’ (Mono), and 


65)—‘Fach Other’ (UA) and ‘Pardon 
Nerve’ (20th). Okay $4,600. on con- 
tinued first run. Last week ‘Hono- 
lulu’ (M-G) and ‘Four Girls’ (M-G), 
very good $6,200. 


‘Star Reporter’ (Mono), tribler, all as cei 

first runs, split with ‘Buckaroo’ ‘Heart’-Dass $3,000, 

(Mono), ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA), | . —— . ] 
and ‘Hard to Get’ (WB), tripler, | Best in Fair Linco!n 


good $1,800. Lincoln, March 7. 


With Alano Taka Dass on stage, 
' Lincoln with ‘Young in Heart’ is do- 
ing excellently away from dual ‘ea- 
tures for the first time in months. 

Stuart’s ‘Let Freedom Ring’ is 
away under hopes. ‘Stagecoach’ did 
okay the first week and is fair on 
the h.o. at the Varsity. 

Opening of the Nebraska has been 
set back again. House probabiy 
won't open until last week in March. 

Estimates for This Week 





Cleveland, March 7. | 
Lent not such a jinx this year, at | 
least not to ‘Stagecoach,’ which is | 
carrying a heavy chest full of gold | 
into the State at a gallop. It’s show- 
ing far more speed than next door | 
Palace, where ‘Great Man Votes’ and | 
Eddy Duchin’s crew on the stage are 
faring rather mildly. 
‘Wings of Navy’ held down to com- 
paratively low altitude at Hipp. | 
After two swell stanzas_ there, 


h.o. is justifying it with one of | 
sweetest grosses it’s had this month. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Homicide Bureau’ (Col) and | 
‘Gambling Ship’ (U). Pleasant $2,200 
for four days. Last week ‘Woman 


Doctor’ (Rep) and ‘Smashing Spy 
Ring’ (Col) on ditto run, $2,000, 
okay. 


Allen (RKO) (3.000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO). Excellent $6,000 
on shift from Hipp for third week. 
Last week, ‘King Underworld’ (WB) 
$2.500, n.g. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
25)—‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) and ‘Dr. 


|size up better than $14,000. Last! 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe (750; 


Kildare’ (M-G). Fair half-week, 10-15)—‘When Born’ (WB) and ‘Har- 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Crooked Mile’ vest Moon’ (Rep) split with ‘fun- 
(Par) for four days, $1,200, very down Prairie’ (Mono) and ‘Accid~ ats 
tepid. | Will Happen’ (WB). Averace, £700. 


Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Wings Navy’ (WB). Not strong, 


Last week, ‘Santa Fe Stampede’ 
(Rep) and ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (%/B) 
but doing well enough at $10,000 split with ‘Thundering West’ (Col) 
with help of favorable notices. Last | and ‘Mr. Chump’ (WB) fair $900. 

week ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) proved to| Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
be sockiest h.o. of the season, $12,000. | 25)—‘Girls School’ (Col) and ‘North 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | of Shanghai’ (Col). House has 
—Great Man’ (RKO) with Eddy | slimmed off badly lately. and this 
Duchin’s band. Earning excellent! won’t boost much at $1,100, so-so. 
notices, but trade is off. Doesn’t| Last week. ‘I Am Criminal’ (Meno) 


and ‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono) light $1.500. 


week, ‘Say French’ (Par) plus ‘Crazy! Lineeln (LTC-Cooper) (1.600; 10- 
Unit’ vaude, nice $16,000. | 20-25)—‘Young Heert’ (UA) and 

State (Loew’s (3,450; 30-35-42-55)| Alano Dass on siage. Very od 
—‘Stagecoach’ (UA). No trouble at! $3,000. Last week ‘Girls W ite’ 
all in copping $17,000, fine, as result’ (M-G) and ‘O’Connor’ (M-G) iair 
|of shrewd ballyhoo and special pre- | $2.600. 


view which took $1,200. Last week, Stuart (LTC-Coosper) (1.909; 10-25- 


‘Topper’ (UA) skidded in spite of 40—‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G). Cnly 
educators’ convention to $12,000. $3,000, very disappointing. Last 
average. week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) swell 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- | $4 S00. 


55)—‘Fast and Loose’ (M-G). Shade Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100: 10-95- 
above ordinary at $4,000. Last week, 25)—‘Stagecoach’ (UA) (2d wk), 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (3d wk) very Fair $2,700. First week, very good 
satisfactory $5,000. $3,300. 
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Pys $10, 000, Mols: Each Other’ 56: 
‘Man Remember’ in 8th Rosy Week 


Minneapolis, March 7 | Davis ‘S.ardust’ review not so good, 
900. 
(CT) 


Going great b.o. guns, ‘Pygmalion’ is (2.300: 25-34-50)— 
is stealing the spotlight and monop- | ‘stand Up’ (M-G) and ‘Girl Down- 
olizing most of the public attention stairs’ (M-G). At $2,500, poor. Last 


re currently. Off to a whirlwind | week, ‘Son Frankenstein’ (U) and 
“es . ¥ }*‘Down on Farm’ (20th) $3,000, ditto. 





start, it looks set for a good hed Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 25-40-50)— | 
at the Century. Tremendously ef-| ‘King Turf’ (UA) and ‘Pride Navy’ 
fective exploitation and advertising | (Rep) (2d wk). Disappointing re- 

P 200 best in sight. 
z aign helped. ception with $1,2( 
ae ng ee Last week below expectations at 


Otherwise, honorable mention goes | $2.500. 


again to ‘Man to Remember,’ still 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


traveling at a profitable pace in its | (600; 25-50)—‘Le Patriote’ (2d wk). 

eichth week at the sure-seater| Pacing for equal of first week's 
" , «| $2,000. 

World, with no end to the run in $ 


| §t. Denis (France-Film) ( 
34)—Princesse Tarakhanova’ and 
‘Champion de France.’ House pack- 


sight yet. This one’s sensational box- 
office performance is the talk of the | 


Last week, 








industry here. 2 e aoc for excellent $6,500. 
‘Made for Each Other’ is hitting | ‘Aqrienne Lecouvreur’ 
under hopes for the State, and the | Sud,’ very y nice $6,800. 
Orpheum’s ‘Tail Spin’ is the same, | 
the takings leaving much to be ail 

Redemption = Twin City Variety | 
club refugees’ relief fund tickets cut | 
severely into grosses last week The | 
Orpheum ushers in a fortnight of | 
stage shows Friday (10) with Jan 5 ~ 
Garber, who will be followed by Lou 
Breese. ‘Ice Follies of 1939’ opens 
a nine-day run at the Arena March 
17 and Lunt-Fontanne come into the 
Lyceum for four nights, starting 
March 22. 

Estimates for The Week SG 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Chan in Honolulu’ (20th) and ‘Pi- 
rates Skies’ (U). Headed for pretty 


Cincinnati. March 7. | 
‘Beachcomber’ at the Shubert and 
| ‘Little Princess’ at the Albee are 





A ad-s -nez Y se oney r- | 
good $1,800. Last week, ‘Ambush | head and he ad for seORS mney Rage 
: i ee -.|rently. Temple pic’s night biz is 
(Par) and ‘Secrets Nurse’ (U), split| Gisappointing. ‘Duke of West Point’ | 
with ‘Arizona Legion’ (RKO) and ; 


is fetching fairly good returns for 


TUeaturg tPar-Singen)” (1600; i5~ | Keith's. “Tail Spin’ at the Palace 
. Af MET: Pisce ae , >, “* |and ‘Persons in Hiding’ at the Lyric, 
35-40)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). Sold to n.s.Z ” 

a fare-thee-well by fine advance | 


RKO’s smallie Family, which re- 
cently adopted duals on a split-week 
run, has upped the scale from 15-25 | 
|to 20-30 cents. Change has resulted | 
in a slight gross tilt. 

Week-end trade suffered from aj} 


campaign in a town made to order | 
0 this sort of ‘class’ fare. Critics’ 
raves and customers’ word-of-mouth 
boosting bound to keep take at high 
level. Opened with ‘first nighter pre- | 
view’ (two shows) Thursday night.| hard rain Saturday (4) night and 


Should continue for at least three advanc of rin ar mth Sunda 
weeks, with two a cinch. Big $10,000 | (5), : nihil is | 


indicated. Last week, ‘St. Louis Estimates for This Week 
Blues’ (Par), $2,500, bad. | Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—Lit- | 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— | tle Princess’ (20th). Juve trade okay | 
‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO). Mixed 


only in afternoons. Very light biz} 
after 7 p.m. Dis sappointing $11,000. | 
Last week, ‘Each Other’ (UA) very 
good $13,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)—) 
. ‘Each Other’ (UA) (2d run), Good | 
Orpheum Par-Singer) (2.800; 25- | ¢5.000. Diito last week with ‘Huck | 
35-40)—Teil Spin’ (20th). Pointing | Finn’ (M-G) (2d run). 
to mild $5,000. Last week, ‘Son | Family (RKO) (1,000; 
Frankenstein’ (U), $5,000, light. ‘Pirates Skies’ (U) and ‘I Am 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35-!|Criminal’ (Mono), split with ‘Boy | 
40) ‘Each Other’ (UA). Good Slaves’ (RKO) and ‘Home on Prairie’ | 
notices from crix. Film’s title and| (Rep). Okay $2,300. Last week, | 
favorable word-of-mouth may build|‘North Shanghai’ (Col) and ‘Head- 
picture beyond light $5.000 indicated. | ley’s’ (BF), split with ‘Pride of Navy’ | 
Last week, ‘Young Heart’ (UA), 
$8,200, good, but would have gone 
close to $10,000, except for refugee 
a ag tickets taken in in lieu of 
cash. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25)—‘Assas- 
sin of Youth’ (Indie). After a brief 
whirl at double features for a dime, 
house has this first-run sex picture. 
What'll come next is mystery. Pic- 
ture opened Tuesday (7). Last week. 
‘I Was Captive of Nazi Germany’ 


opinions regarding picture and out} 
after $800 on four days. ‘Blondie 
Meets Boss’ (Col) opens. today 
(Tues.). Last week, ‘Pacific Liner’ 
(RKO), $2,4°, fair. 


20-30)— 


(Rep) and ‘Fighting Thoroughbreds’ | 
(Rep), normal $2,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—| 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (3d run). Fair | 
$2,500. Ditto last week on ‘Hono- | 
lulu’ (M-G) (3d run). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 35-42)—| 
‘Duke West Point’ (UA). Fairly | 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘Fast and | 
Loose’ (M-G), eight days, swell | 
$6.000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Per- 





(SR). $500, noor. sons in Hiding’ (Par). Bad $2,500. 
Uptown (Par) (1.200; 25-35)— |Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d | 
‘Stand Up’ (M-G). First neighbor-| run), very good $5,000. 


hood showing. Fair $2.300 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Kentucky’ (20th), $2,400,| Spin’ (20th). Poor $7,500. Last 
fair. | week ‘Musketeers’ (20th), six days, 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35- 42)—Tail | 


Frisco =nye Okay 





San Francisco, March 7 

Treasure Island had a bang-up 
week-end attendance. Around 
126,000 persons went through the 
wicker. This was 10,000 better 
than previous week-end. 

‘Camel Caravan Revue’ is 
playing at the big California 
Auditorium at pop prices of 25c 
to 75c. Eddie Cantor is emcee. 

Up to March 5, some 752,000 
paid to attend the expo. Plenty 





| letdown 


2.300; 20- | 


ing them in at all times and shaping | 


and ‘Piste du | 


| estimates by city 


| the 
| Service of the Air.’ 
| for the week will more than double 


| week, moveover 


| School’ 


| paign, 


| ‘Secret Service’ 
| Goodman band. 





World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) | sad_$6.000. 
—Man Remember’ (RKO) (8th | , Shubert (RKO) (2,150; | 32-42)— 
week), Goes on like Tennyson's |‘Beachcomber’ (Par). Excellent 
brook. Little variation in week to | $11,000 and will hold. Last week, 
week take $1.400 clip being hichly |‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) (3d wk) $4,500, 
profitable. Last week, cash receipts | @ll right. 


considerably off because of large 
‘Beachcomber’ $7,500, 





number of refugee relief tickets 
taken in at box-cffice, but $1,600 still 
plenty good. 


‘Cunga’ H.0. $10,000, 
Rest of Montreai N.G 


Montreal, March 7. 

‘Gunga Din’ in a second stanza at 
Palace currently is shaping for 
socko $10,000 after best gross since 
‘Snow White’ here, with $12,500 last 
week. This is only bright spot in 
town among English houses. Loew’s 
closes out vaude week after next. 
Other houses spotty to poor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
Shaping for smash $°0,000 on repeat 
and liable to be held for third ses- 





Seattle, March 7. 
Music Hall starts new policy this 

week, being billed as a ‘four-star’ 

theatre. House has been done over 

by Hamrick-Evergreen from front | 
*| to screen, and looks class for small- 
| seater. ‘Pygmalion’ opener is set 
for an extended run of five or six 
weeks. Big campaign an aid. 

‘Beachcomber’ has nice sailing at | 
the Fifth to the tuné of $7,500. ‘Stage- 
coach’ getting plenty of exploitation 
for Paramount theatre showing, gar- 
nerin ; $7,300. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick- 3 ergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Gunga’ 
wk) on moveover from Paramount. 
Good $2,800. Last week fourth for 
‘Jesse James’ (20th), $2,500. 

Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 








, ‘ (1,900; 21-32)—‘Sweethearts’ «(M-G) | 
wd after very fine $12,500 last ,;and ‘Thanks Memory’ (Par). Slow 
Capitol (CT) (2.700: 95-45-55)— | | going with $2,400. Last w eek ‘Cow- 
‘Made Criminal’ (WB) and ‘Comet | P°Y, and Lady’ (UA) and ‘Spring | 
Broadway’ (WB). Another poor | Medness’ (M-G) okay $2,600. 
week at $4,000, Last week, ‘St. Louis | _ Fifth Avenue) | (Hamrick-Ever- 
Blues’ (Par) and ‘Boy Trouble’ | green) A (2,349: 32-37-42) — Beach- | 
(Par), poor $3.500. | comber (Par) and ‘Boy Trouble 
Loew’s (CT) (2.800: 30-4y-60)— | ‘Par). Plenty of ballyhoo, and re- 


sulis are nifiy with big $7,500 
store. Last week ‘Huck Finn’ 
(Continued on page 38) 


in 
(M-G) 


‘Hard to Get’ (WB) -nd Rachel Car- 
ley. Set for barely fair $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Tough Guys’ ('" and Benny 


‘Pyg’ $5,500, Seattle 


of tourists from out of State, but 
expo is resigned to March-April 
in crowds, 








Goodman Orch Sends 


| Service’ to $17,009 
Despite Indpls. Flu 


Indianapolis, March 7 


Epidemic of flu keeping many of} ‘O'Connor’ 
Unofficial 
health officials of 
those off work because of illness is 
number to 
it 
figures that more than a fifth of the 


|town’s citizens indoors. 


30,000. Adding a like 
stay home and dish out the pills, 


population itated. 

Benny Goodman is mightily pep- | 
ping the box offices here this week 
|by piling up a smashing gross at 
vaudfilm Lyric with ‘Secret 


is incapac 


of the other first-run 
honors will be- 


the biz at any 
spots. Runner-up 


|long to ‘Topper Takes a Trip’ and 
| ‘Dramatic School’ 


at Loew’s, while 
the Circle will finish comfortably 
| with ‘Wife, Husband, and Friend’ 
| dualled with ‘Inside Story.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Happened One Night’ 
and ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) (revivals). 
Not doing much at $2,000.. Last 
session also n.s-h. 
(U) and ‘Gambling 


(2,600; 25-30- 


on ‘Honest Man’ 
Ship’ (UV), $3,000. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) 
| 40)—‘Wife, Husband’ (20th) and ‘In- 
side Story’ (20th). Getting along 
nicely with $6,500 in eight days. Last 
week ‘Pride of Navy’ (Rep) plus 
Russ Morgan orch and Mitzi Green, 
7,100 for six days, in the red. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and ‘Boy 
Trouble’ (Par). Heavy ads with na- 
tional budget 


Last 

‘Pardon 
Loew’s 

—‘Topper’ 


week ‘Tailspin’ (20th) and 
Nerve’ (20th), fair $5,500. 
(Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
(UA) and ‘Dramatic 
(M-G). Former given 
lengthy outdoor poster teaser cam- 
Results good at $7,500. Last | 
week ‘Pygmalion’ (M-G) and ‘My 
Son Criminal’ (Col) good $8,000. 
Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 
(WB) and Benny 
First appearance 
here of Goodman and he’s playing 
to near-capacity. With the aid of a 
slightly tilted matinee price scale, 
he broke Heidt’s all-time Saturday 
record. He'll miss Heidt’s all-time 
seven-day record, although he’s 
heading for the runner-up spot with 
$17,000 indicated. Last week ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB) and Tommy Dorsey 
band did excellent $14,500, though 





Le agen by heavy snows, epi- 
‘Stagecoach’ $14,500, 


Laughton Strong 86, 


Rest of Prov. Off 





Providence, March 7. 


‘Stagecoach’ at State and ‘Beach- 
comber’ at Strand are only bright 
looks like an 
In- 
clement weather and Lent combo 


prospects in what 
average week for other stands. 


holding grosses down slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) 
‘Honest Man’ 

| Nurse’ (U). 

| Ml 
500. 


(U) and 


"Farlicn (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 25-35- 
(M-G) and ‘Four 


Stepping 
along to nice $6,500. Last week ‘Each 


50)—‘Huck Finn’ 
Girls’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Other’ 
(2d run), peppy $5,800. 

Fay’s (Indie) 


| ‘Gambling Ship’ (U) 


| ‘Wings 


Navy’ 
| Drew’ 


(WB). 


(WB) and 
N.s.h. $5,500. 


Story’ (20th) drooped at $5.000. 
State (Loew) 
| ‘Stagecoach’ 
(Rep). 
Last week, 
‘Four Girls’ 
Strand (Indie) 
(Par) and ‘Miss: X’ 
dav run nromices 
week ‘Persons Hiding’ 





(M-G), swell $17,000. 


(Ren). 
(Par) 
days. 


The house’s total | ting 


(Col) | 


Detroit's Jittery 





assistance from pro- | 
ducer, but pace is very mild at $4,- 
| 500. 


|town’s thousands of 
30-40) — | 


——» 


Frisco Coasting Along on H.0.s; 
‘Freedom’ $17,000, ‘St. Frisco’ NG 


| 





“OKLA. KID’ BIG 826 


IN OKLA. CITY PREEM 


Oklahoma City, March 7. 

‘Oklahoma Kid’ 
very nice $8,500. Other 
good but none exceptional. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Criterion 


(Stan) (1,500; 
—‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB). Preemed | 
iwith one of biggest promotional | 


campaigns in local history and tying | 
in with Oklahoma Golden Jubilee | theatres 
Celebration, this one is set for $8,500 | 
is a very 


which, while not a record, 
good gross. Last week, ‘Huck Finn’ 
| (M-G) so-so $4,750. 
| Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 
(M-G) and 
(Par), svlit with ‘Marry’ 
‘Society Smugglers’ (U). 
Last week, ‘Fisherman's 
(RKO) and ‘Moto’ 
‘Ambush’ 
'(U) poor 
day early. 
| Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
|‘Paris Honeymoon’ (Par). Looking 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Honest 


| 
| 
| 


(RKO) and 


(20th) split with 


| tor fair 
Man’ (U) bit over av erage at $4,800. 
Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40 )—‘Huck | 
| Finn’ (M-G) A a ect film is get- | 
average $1.900. Last week, 
(M-G) mediocre $1,300. 
(Noble) (1,100; 25-35-40)— 


‘Idiot’ 
State 


3,700, above average. Last week} 
|very nice $5,250. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000: 25-35-40)— 
‘Musketeers’ (20th). So-so $2,200. 


Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 


$3,000 on moveover sesh. 





Over UAW Feud; 


Stagecoach 126 


Detroit, March 7. 
Fear of sporadic strikes, resulting 
from the United Auto Workers 
Union iriternal strife, is blamed in 


| part for wide open spaces in local 


theatres. Another woe, the threat- 
ened influenza epidemic, has passed. 

For the past several months, as 
| UAW members split in half behind 
| Homer Martin and John L. Lewis, 
auto workers 
have been holding onto every penny 
of their wages in the belief that 


| they’d be needed badly later on as 


factionalisr grew more serious and 
strikes resulted over jurisdictional 
disputes among UAW factions. 
However, return of pleasant 
weather is helping to counteract sev- 
eral holdovers and general tone here 


son, etc. 


for a second stanza on the second | 
run at the Adams. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— | 
‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) (2d wk) (2d! 
run) plus ‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Ferdinand’ (RKO). Kipling | 
opus, after two neat sessions at the | 
Fox, 
second run here for 





(2,000; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Secrets 
Good $6,500. Last week 
(3d wk) held for fairish 


(UA) and ‘Sny Hunt’ (Col) | 


(2.000; 25-35-40)— 
and vaude. 
(“KO) (3d | Slow at $6000. Last week. ‘Pardon 
Nerve’ (20th) and vaude, nice $7.000. 

Majestic (Fay) (3.200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Nancv 


Last 
| week, ‘Musketeers’ (20th) and ‘Inside 


(3,200; 25-35-50)— 
(UA) and ‘Pride Navy’ 
Bright $14.500 coming up. 
‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) and 


‘Beachcomber’ 
Fight- 
hefty $8.000. Last | 

and | 
| eee Trouble’ (Par) weak $4,000, six- | 


Last session swell $9,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
6€5)—‘Honest Man’ (U) plus stage 
show. Headed for good $22,000 on 
strength of Fields-McCarthy ‘feud.’ 
Last week smash $33,500 for ‘Mus- 
keteers’ (20th) and Benny Good- 
man band. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Cafe Society’ (Par) and 
‘Boy Trouble’ (Par). Set for $12,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Wings Navy’ (WB) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), Secmes get- 
ting a big buildup on statewide radio 
hookup, disappointing $13,500. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Wings Navy’ (WB) 
(2d run) plus ‘Prison Without Bars’ 
(UA), 
week at Michigan. Fair $5,500 gait. 
Last week ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) (2d 
;run) and ‘Convicts’ Code’ (Mono), 
$5,300. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


Good $12,000 sighted. Last 





Pat DeCicco Sued For 








Los Angeles, March 7 
Pat DeCicco, agent, 


of J. Thomas Russell, attorney. 


'pay Russell for legal services for 
{the last two years. 


+ 


San Francisco, March 7 
With the exception of the Fox and 
the Golden Gate, all of the other 


houses on Market Street have hold- 
overs this week. ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ 





world preemed to | 
spots look | Eddy the nod in their comments on 
| his work in 


25-35-40) | 


20-30)— | 
‘Disbarred?’ | 


Good $2,800. | 
Whart’ | 


(Par) and ‘Gambling Ship’ | 
$2,250, First pair jerked | 


| ‘Great Man’ 
appointing $10,000. 
| ‘Staeecoach’ (UA) (2d wk.). Good for | 


| Criminal’ 


(RKO) -nice | 





is getting its second stanza on | 
okay $4,500. | 


Former moved here after | 





(2,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Stagecoach’ (UA). | 


week | 
‘Huck Finn’ (M-G), only fair $9,300. | 


\‘Gunga Din’ 


$10,000 Legal Services : 





is being sued | eers’ 
for $10,000 by Sophie Milne, assignee 


Action charges DeCicco refuses to | 


playing at the Fox, is headed for a 
fairly good gross. Crix have given 


‘Freedom.’ 
Biz at the Gate is way off again 
| this week, in spite of the fact that 


‘Saint in San Francisco’ has a local 


setting, and competish from other 
is negligible because of 
|holdovers for second and _ third 
weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Girls’ (M-G). Will get substantial 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Wings Navy’ 
(WB) and ‘Arizona Wildcat’ (20th) 
good $16,000, 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
|— Saint San Francisco’ (RKO) and 


vaude. 
| bit harder 


This house seems to be hit a 
nis nouse seems to be Rita 


by the Fair than some of 


|the others. Picture is getting fair 
| enough word-of-mouth, but the 
$11,000 take is poor. Last week, 


(RKO) and vaude dis- 


Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55) 
‘Honest Man’ (U) and ‘My Son 
(Col) (2d wk). Can’t com- 
plain about $7,500 take. Last week, 
excelent $12,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Wings Navy’ (WB) and ‘Ari- 
zona Wildcat’ (20th) (2d wk). Biz 
not so forte at $8,000. Last week, 
‘Beachcomber’ (Par) and ‘Boy Trou- 
ble’ (Par) got $13,000 which wasn’t 
bad considering competish from Fair. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
|75)—Pygmalion’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
| Third stint healthy at $6,000, Last 


| week, fine $8,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65)—Topper’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Should have run longer, but b.o. off 
on account of Fair. Fading to tune 
of $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
|—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) and 
|‘Pardon Nerve’ (20th) (2d wk). Final 
week only fairish at $7,000. Last 


| week, so-so $12,000. 





EACH OTHER’ 
$10,000 IN K. €. 


Kansas City, March 7. 
Bills currently limited to straight 
films with windup of vaude at the 
Fox Tower. House goes double fea- 





i'ture for time being, but will show 
is good enough, despite Lenten sea- | 

‘Gunga Din,’ following two | 
smart ‘sessions at the Fox, continues | 


occasional band units and vaude 
names. 

Grosses in stronger bracket in 
keeping with grade of attractions, all 


houses being above average. ‘Made 


| for Each Other’ at Midland, numeri- 
| cal 
j at Orpheum, comparative leader. 


jeader, but ‘Darling Daughter,’ 


Gross is up at the Tower over 
former vaudfilm days with ‘Wife, 
Husband and Friend’ and ‘Gambling 
Ship.’ Uptown day and dating same 
film on new set-up, and Esquire, 
third Fox first run outlet, holding 
over Fields-McCarthy film. 

Weather over week-end highly fa- 
vorable to theatre-going. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40)—‘Honest Man’ (U). Held over 
for second week to fair $3,500 after 
nice $4,000 first session. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Made for Each Other’ (UA) and 
‘North of Shanghai’ (Col). Returns 
substantial at $10,000. Last week, 
‘Honolulu’ (M-G) and ‘Spy Ring’ 
(Col), $12,000. pleasing. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Cafe Society’ (Par). Solo 
showing gets the house back to 
Thursday openings. Started with 
alacrity and looks like $6,500, okay. 


Last week, ‘Beachcomber’ (Par) 
stayed eight days to $6,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 10-25-40) 


—‘Darling Daughter’ (WB). Off with 
a rousing start and heavily sunnort- 
ed by younger generation. Litile or 
no controversy over censorship here. 
Set for $7.200 and h.o. Last week. 
(RKO) closed three- 
week run at $4,500. good. considering 
Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-40)\—‘Wife. Husband’ (20th) and 
one Ship’ (U). Doubie bill 
supvlants former vaudfilm  pclicy. 
be looks to better house averare 
lw ith nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Musket- 
(20th) and vaude. headed by 
Jack Fulton. light $6,500. 
Untewn (Fox Midwest) (1.200; 10- 


25-40)—'Wife, Hushand’ (20th). dav 
and dating with Tower at $3.700 
good. Last week. ‘Honest Man’ ‘U) 


day and date with Esquire, $4,000. 
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TRADE CONFABS VAMPING 





Ga. Senate Gets Divorcement Bill: 


Kansas OK’s One, but Neb. Says ‘No’ 


Atlanta, March 7. 

A divorcement and anti-monopoly 
measure, which would put the pic- 
ture industry under supervision of 
the State Public Service Commis- 
sion, was introduced in the state 
senate Thursday (2) by Senator 
Arthur J. Nix, of Gainesville, Under 
bill’s terms, all operators of theatres 
would have to apply to the commis- 
sion for a permit and pay annual 


license fee of $10 for each house 
operated 

Commission is given the power to 
gone the state and regulate distribu- 
tion of films, and theatres must be 
operated strictly in adherence to 
rules and regulations promulgated 
by commission, Bill states that ‘such 
regulations shall be designed to pre- 
vent and prohibit monopolistic and 
unfair trade practices in the motion 
picture industry within the state.’ 

Unfair and monopolistic practices 
are defined as follows: 


Contracting for more pictures 
than are reasonably required for 
the operation of the exhibitor’s 
business for the period of one 
year. 

An unnecessary and too frequent 
change of pictures that affects a 
complaining exhibitor. 

An agreement by which a dis- 
tributor refrains from licensing its 
products to another exhibitor. 

Depriving an exhibitor from a 
sufficient number of pictures to 
operate his theatre, without just 
cause. 

Ownership or control of 51% of 
the stock in a theatre by a dis- 
tributor or producer. 

Showing preference for, or dis- 
crimination against, any other 
theatre in the same zone. 

The commission is given power 
to regulate the clearance of pic- 
tures and to fix the maximum time 
and area for the clearance. 

Rebates or refunds by pro- 
ducers or distributors to exhibitors 
are strictly forbidden. 

The commission is given author- 
ity to investigate and regulate 
group buying and price fixing, and 
no distributor or producer shall 
be allowed to dictate the price of 
admission to be charged by an 
exhibitor as part of the contract 
for releasing the picture. 

The Public Service Commission 
is given authority to hear com- 
plaints and conduct hearings, and 
there is a right of appeal to the 
Superior court of the county in 
which the parties reside. 

Violation of the act is made a 
misdemeanor and there is also a 
provision that an aggrieved ex- 
hibitor has the right to recover 
from an offending producer, dis- 
tributor or exhibitor three times 
the actual damage he has incurred, 
in addition to costs of suit and at- 
torney fees. 





House Passes Bill 
Topeka, March 7. 
Repeal of the North Dakota di- 

vorcement bill bore no_ influence 

with legislators in Kansas, where a 

similar measure had been introduced 

prior to abrogation of the N. D. 

Statute. During the past week the 

House of Representatives in Kansas 

Passed its divorcement bill by a 

large majority. The vote was 79 

to 13, 

Kansas was the first state to in- 
troduce divorcement legislation this 
year, being followed shortly after- 
ward by Nebraska and Arkansas. 
Going through the House by a vote 
of better than 6 to 1 in favor of 
Passage, the Kansas billnow goes to 
the senate of that state. The vote 
may be closer there. 


Nebraska Bills Killed 
Lincoln, March 7. 
After much talk about setting the 
Nebraska house in order regarding 
Pproducer-distributor ownership. of 
theatres, Senator E. M. Neubauer, 
introducer of the theatre divorce- 


Kansas 


ment and sales regulation bills, did | 


not even show up to defend them 





374 Bills 


Check this week revealed that 
there are 374 bills affecting the 
motion picture industry, directly 
or indirectly, still pending be- 
fore 42 State legislatures, still in 
session. Included in the list, of 
course, are sales tax measures 
and chain store bills, because 
industry attorneys realize that 
amendments can be _ inserted 
making them applicable to the 
film business. 

State legislative bodies in 
Wyoming and North Dakota al- 
ready have adjourned, leaving 
only 42 States still in session. 
Florida legislators do not con- 
vene until April, and three legis- 
latures are not meeting this 
year. This rounds out the full 
total of 45 legislative bodies in 
session this year. 











ASKED TO K.0. 
APPEAL 


Washington, March 7. 

Dismissal of the appeal involving 
validity of the rescinded North Da- 
kota divorcement law was requested 
of the U. S. Supreme Court Monday 
(6), coincident with receipt of a pre- 
liminary report from Justice Depart- 
ment agents on the circumstances 
surrounding the erasure of the dras- 
tic statute and hints that the Fed- 





New York may be bolstered by evi- 
dence from the current probe. 


Initial report from the agents look- 
ing into the mechanics of the repeal 
arrived about the time the Court was 
asked to hand back the papers. 
Sleuths have not wound up their 
field work, which is intended to see 
whether there was any conspiracy 
behind the legislative developments, 
or any other incidents which might 
t tend to prove the Government’s alle- 
gations in the N.Y. petition for per- 
manent injunction prohibiting com- 
mon ownership of theatres and stu- 
dios. 





when they went before committee. 
They were unanimously killed. 
Neubauer came to the legislature 
grinding an axe with Foxwesco in 
McCook, Neb., where they had been 
running only one house with raised 
prices after closing up the rest of 
the town. With an eye on that town, 


it a violation of law for producers 
to become consumers in Nebraska, 
and the other placing censorship, 





film dealings under 
| way commission, charging exchanges 
'$1,000 each for 
each year, plus $1 for each reel of 
distributed film. 

Meantime, Foxwesco 
other house in McCook. 
also were given life of the session 
ducats to the Lincoln Theatres Corp.- 
Par houses, to the Nebraska Theatres, 
Inc.. houses, and to Bob Livingston’s 
Capitol. 

Senator Dick Johnson's anti-en- 
durance show bill being patted on 
the back by the film biz as an elim- 
ination measure for skate, bike, or 
walkathons, has been shoved from 
the select file to final reading. Three 
|radio bills seem to be stymied and 
|heading for the dead file. One of 
| them would make insurance com- 
'pany ownership of a _ brcadcasting 
‘station (aimed at WOW, Omaha, the 
Woodmen of the World station) 
illegal. One wants to give city coun- 
cils power to pass ordinances regu- 
lating interference factors. And the 
third seeks a ban on special events 
broadcasters at the polls on election 
‘ nights. 


opened an- 


", 


U.S. HIGH COURT: 


eral Government’s anti-trust case in | 


Hl 
EMD ALT 


Allied Stopped Authority of 
Its Negotiating Commit- 
tee When Finished Draft 
Wasn’t Forthcoming by 
March — Film Leaders 
Had Been Hopeful of 
Agreement Before Con- 
gress’ Last Days, but That 
Looks Unlikely Now 





J ALTOGETHER 


——_ 


CANCELLATION BACK 





Film industry 
vinced that there is considerable 
stalling going on in the Trade Prac- 
tice huddles. Several leaders, who 


have been anxious to see the new 
trade practice alignment placed in 
effect before the present congress 
reaches final days of its present ses- 
sion, unofficially admit that the con- 
ferences seem to be marking time 
and awaiting some event that would 
wipe the conference off the slates 
temporarily. 

Enactment of a Neely measure, a 
motion picture commission, decisions 
in the federal anti-trust suit against 
the major companies and several 
other drastic politico developments 
are foreseen now as possibilities that 
might push the trade practice con- 
fabs into history. 

Although again this week it is 
declared the revised trade practices 
pact would be ready any time now 
for submission to the 10 exhibitor 
organizations which sat in on con- 
ferences with the distributors, the 
failure to have the finished draft in 
the hands of Allied by Wednesday 
(1) resulted in Allied ending the au- 
thority of its negotiating committee. 

Under a resolution which the Al- 
lied board of directors passed in 
January, it set March 1 as the dead- 
line for authority of its trade prac- 
tice negotiating committee. Allied, 
which was not satisfied with the first 


(Continued on page 38) 


is becoming con- | 


4 





15c and Indie’s 





Thick-Skinned? 





There’s been so much discus- 
sion in the trade over censor- 
ship that one industry leader 
posed the question on ‘how look- 
ing at so much  off-colored 
screen material affected the 
morals of censors?’ 

‘Censors,’ he said, ‘after 10 or 
12 years on the job, shoul 
the most immoral persons in the 
State after viewing all these al- 
legedly offensive clips in pic- 
tures.’ 


TRUST LAWS 
IN NEED OF 
REVAMPING 


Washington, March 7. 


Federal Trade Commission’s anti- 
monopoly position was semi-official- 
ly made known to Congress in a 
statement by Willis J. Ballinger, di- 
rector of the monopoly survey for 
the FTC. Ballinger appeared as a 
witness in an FTC hearing last 
week (1).  Ballinger’s ‘prologue’ 
statement was that the present anti- 
trust laws, as generally construed by 
the courts, has proved irmeffective in 
preventing the steady growth of mo- 
nopolistic practises in American in- 











He recommended suitable changes 
in the law which would lead to ef- 
fective encouragement and protec- | 
tion to free initiative in business. | 
The FTC is unalterably opposed to) 
any general legislation permitting or- | 
ganized control of prices and pro- 
duction, according to Ballinger, as) 
well as a return to the old NRA. 








Community Business Men Lend Moral 
Support to Exhibitor's WB Fight 


| 


| 








|ing in Ardmore and Bryn Mawr, Pa., 


he broached two bills, one to make | trade 


sales regulations, and supervision of | 
the state rail-|° 
| ing 


licenses to operate | UP and forwarded to the Dept. of | 


is putting up against Warner Bros. 
and other film distributors, against 
whom he has filed a restraint of 
suit, business men of Bryn 
Mawr have appealed to the U. S. De- 
partment of Justice to come to 
Fried’s assistance. At a meeting of 
the Bryn Mawr Business Assn. dur- 
ing the past week, a resolution call- 
for relief for Fried was drawn 


Justice as well as to U. S. Senators 


|and the major producing-distributing 


Lawmakers | 


companies. 

The backing of local businessmen 
in Fried’s attempt to prove that a 
conspiracy in restraint of trade exists 
against him is one of the most unique 


moves ever taken in connection with | 


/an industry matter of this nature. 
Resolution adopted by the Bryn 
Mawr merchants declared a commit- 
tee appointed to investigate the 
charges had found indications ‘that 


discrimination is being practiced.’ It 
also took the view that the result 
was detrimental to the community 
because it affected Bryn Mawr’s cul- 
tural advantages. 


| 
Fried operates the Seville in Bryn 


Mawr. He also has the Suburban 
and Anthony Wayne in Ardmore, of 
which Bryn Mawr is a suburb. War- 
ner Bros. have the Ardmore in Ard- 
more and is charged, together with 
major distribs, of withholding film 
from the Fried theatres until the WB 
| Ardmore had either used or rejected 
them. 


Concerned over the fight Harry | 
Fried, independent exhibitor operat- | 
| tributors, 
| ‘chain theatres retain all options, | 


The Bryn Mawr resolution for- 
warded to Washington and to dis- 
takes the position that | 


privileges and prerogatives in the 


|conduct of the business by control- | 


ling the dates of exhibition of respec- | 
tive films, and it appears to the com- | 
|mittee that no remedy, other than 
}an action at law, is available to cor- | 
rect this seeming discrimination 
| against the citizens and best interest 
|of Bryn Mawr.’ | 


fight against WB and distributors 
| was won by the indie exhib when a 
|motion for a bill of particulars by 
the defendants was denied. 





Frankie Thomas’ Pact 


| Up for Court Sanction 
Hollywood, March 


- 
‘. 


Warners new contract with 
Frankie Thomas, 17, comes up for 
approval Thursday (9) in Superior 
court. 

New ticket ranges from $400 to 
$1,250 weekly over a seven-year 
period. 





Ritter’s P.A.s End 


Tex Ritter is due back in Holly- 
wood by the end of this week after 
a personal appearance tour, final 
date of which is Prescott, Ariz. 

Western star goes into ‘Rollin’ 


Westward’ for Monogram on his re- | 


lturn to the studio, 


dustry. 





The first round of Fried’s court | 


DAE | MAY ‘Duals at 0c, ‘Snow White’ Twin 


Squawks Upset 


Mpls.; Allied to Push Divorcement 


Minneapolis, March 7. 
Actual and threatened disturbing 
trade developments, calculated to 
upset the local industry’s applecart, 
have filmdom here in a ferment. 
On the heels of the appearance of 
duals at 10c admish in the loop, 
‘Snow White’ hit the downtown sec- 
tion as one end of a lic twin-bill. 
A prominent independent circuit op- 
erator alleges one of his theatres has 
been shut off from product. Now 
Northwest Allied, independent ex- 
hibitors’ organization, intimates that 
it will take a stand against further 
participation in trade practice con- 
ferences as a result of the North 
Dakota theatre divorcement law re- 
peal. 


Bennie Berger, independent circuit 
operator, has been doing most of the 
monkey-wrench tossing. In retalia- 
tion for alleged failure of major 
distributors to supply product for his 
sure-seater loop Time theatre, con- 
sidered a first-run situation, he low- 
ered his admission there from 25c 
tu 10c and inaugurated double fea- 
tures at that minimum scale. 

Berger charges that some of the 
major distributors and several com- 
peting exhibitors have ‘conspired’ to 
deprive the Time of product, He 
| says there is an agreement on the 
| part of several of the major ex- 
| changes to give the 15c Pantages 
| first call on loop subsequent-runs 
| following the Paramount circuit. He 
; asserts he demanded these subse- 
| quent runs for his 25c theatre prior 

to Pantages, or day-and-date with 
| that house, at the same l5c scale, but 





| to no avail. He says the exchanges 


insist that he follow Pantages and 
the Seventh Street, also a 15c subse- 
quent-run downtown house, and 
charge the same admission. 

The present 10c duals are only an 
experiment, he says, and outstand- 
ing single features will be used as 
they’re available. 


Stormy Petrel 


Berger has been a storm center 
among his fellow independents for 
some time. He has béen under their 
fii: becausé he insisted on buying 
Metro films for the Paradise, local 
neighborhood theatre owned by him 
and President W. A. Steffes of 
Northwest Allied, and showing them 
at lower matinee admission prices 
ahead of other independents. Be- 
cause of this situation a number of 
prominent Twin City independents 
are threatening to cut loose from 
Northwest Allied .nd form their 
own rival organization, and it is 
indicated there’ll be a showdown on 
their score when the body holds its 
annual convention here June 12. 

‘Snow White’ went into the Crys- 
tal, lower loop 10c subsequent-run 
double-feature grin” house, as one- 
half of a twin bill, Tough the house 
raised its admission to 15¢ for this 
attraction, a number of the indies 
are squawking. They claim RKO 
insisted that the Disney classic 
wouldn't be shown in the territory 
on any double feature program, or 
at less than 20c admission. They’re 
also sore because approximately only 
two weeks have elepsed since they 
showed 


the picture at 25c admis- 
s10n. 

The exhibitors now complaining 
were hold-outs last year against the 
RKO 40% demand for ‘Snow White.” 
RKO at the time declared emphati- 
cally that it never would sell the 
picture for less, but, by holding off 


for more than a year, the Twin City 
indie neighborhood Houses were able 
to buy it for 30%. 

| Although President Steffes, of 
| Northwest Allied, is mum, other ore 
ganization leaders here are voicing 
|their resentment over the North 
Dakota theatre divoreement law re- 
peal. They charge that the distrib- 
utors slipped the repeal through and 
they say they want to discontinue 
present ‘peace’ negotiations at trade 
practice conferences, in which the 


| (Continued on page 31) 
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ICE FOLLIES OF 1939 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Metro release of Harry Rapf production. 
Stars Joan Crawford; features Jumes Stew- 
art, Lew Ayres, Lewis Stone, International 
Ice Follies with Bess Ehrhardt, Roy and 
Eddie Shipstad, Oscar Johnson. Directed 
by Reinhold Schunzel. Screenplay by Leon- 
ard Praskins, Florence Ryerson, Edgar 
Allan Woolf, from story by Leonard Pras- 
kins. Special musical score and finale, 
Roger Indens. Skating choregraphy, 
Frances Claudet, Val Raset. Camera, Jo- 
seph Ruttenberg; editor, W. Donn Hayes; 
technicolor photography, Oliver Marsh; 
yocal and orchestral arrangements, Leo Ar- 
naud, George Bassman, Previewed at West- 
wood Village, March 2, '39. Running time, 








31 MINS. 
BOOTY DESTEOM 6 ois cess ciccacect Joan Crawford 
ge) PPP erry James Stewart 
Eddie Burgess......... 0¢6gcbbues Lew Ayres 
Douglas Tolliver, Jr.. ....+- Lewis Stone 
Mitty GHOUINAN, co... cc cc cess Bess Ehrhardt 
Mort Hodges..........-+..+-Lionel Stander 
ES 5d bnd00s &o-4.088 wedas Charles D. Brown 
Metro successfully accomplishes 


the difficult task of welding 
rather extended appearances of the | 
International Ice Follies troupe into 
this production—withal keeping both 
story and ice show in_ separate | 
grooves where one does not detract ! 
from the other. Film is an attractive | 
package of entertainment, displaying | 
smart showmanship in both execu- | 
tion and overall production. It car- | 
ries factors which assure healthy | 
grosses for all bookings. 


Joan Crawford has a clear-cut role | 
better suited to her talents than has | 
been provided in several years past. | 
She takes full advantage of oppor- | 
tunities to be sincere and glamorous. 
If recent pictures have dropped her 
rating with the paying public, this 
one will swing Miss Crawford right 
back to her former position. 


But, as the title suggests, it’s the 
ice show and spectacle that count. 
It’s expertly assembled to maintain 
speedy tempo in _presentation— 
chockful of specialties in the first 
section, and decidedly eye-appealing 
in the Technicolored Cinderella spec- 
tacle for finale. The ice show num- 
bers are new and novel material for 
screen presentation. Not exactly a 
filmusical, but yet an elaborate show 
on ice. 

The International Ice Follies toured 
the country the past year, but no- 
where could the show be staged with 
eli of the color, speed, effectiveness, 
scenic investitures and facilities as. 
provided by Metro in this produc- 
tion. First half of the ice show 
presents specialty acts and ensembles 
expertly interwoven into a high- 
geared sequence running about 12 
minutes. It includes specialties by 
Bess Ehrhardt, Roy Shipstad, Eddie 
Shipstad, Oscar Johnson, Harris Legg 
and La Verne Busher; in addition to 
three appearances by boys and girls 
of the skating ensemble in peasant, 
Scotch and Indian routines. There’s 
fine spacing of the comedy, solo 
numbers and ensembles. 

Materially assisting in highlight- 
ing the effectiveness of the first part 
of the ice show is the camera and 
technical aid provided. The reflec- 
tions in the ice as the performers 
glide through their numbers will 
— catch audience attention. 

amera movement and angles add 
much to impress the individual and 
ensemble routines, while the rink se- 
quences have been tinted and toned 
in laboratory printing to eliminate 
any glare from the ice surface. 

Second appearance of the Ice Fol- 
lies runs about 17 minutes in the 
Cinderella fantasy finale. It’s a 
beautiful color production sequence 
that combines the land of make- 
believe with reality. It’s a fitting 
climax. 

Story is only a framework on 
which to build the ice sequences. 
Rather light, it would have had 
trouble unfolding on its own for 
seven reels. Joan Crawford marries 
James Stewart, and when he finds 
tough sledding in securing skating 
engagements, former conveniently 
nabs a film stock contract. Miss 
Crawford gains to stardom in her 
first picture and Stewart goes east 
to generate interest and backing in 
his Ice Follies idea. The venture 
clicks. but when Miss Crawford hits 
New York for a personal appearance 
she has little time for her husband. 
After Miss Crawford asserts deter- 
mination to, give up her film work 
for Stewart. the conflicting careers 
are brought toscther nicely by studio 
head, Lewis Stone, who hires Stew- 
art as a film producer. 

Stewart gives a believable per- 


two | 


| ture of comedy and dramatic ele- 
ments is workmanlike throughout. 

Entire production was given most 
elaborate mounting. Both black-and- 
white and Technicolor photography 
hit high marks in their respective 
fields. 


NEVER SAY DIE 


(WITH SONG) 
Los Angeles, March 7. 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 
tion. Stars Martha Raye and Bob Hope; 








The comedy talents of Martha 
Raye and Bod Hope have been side- 
tracked to a great extent in ‘Never 
Say Die.’ Picture has a few funny 
passages, but on the whole is just a 
mild farce. It’s only a fair pro- 
grammer and will need plenty of 
support as top attraction in the keys. 
For subsequenis and nabes, it will 
get moderate biz. 

William H. Post’s play, made as a 
silent in 1924 by Douglas MacLean, 
provides basis for some fine farcical 
and entertaining comedy, but both 
the writers and director failed to 
take advantage of opportunities. 

Story details adventures of a 
young multi-millionaire hypochon- 
driac, Bop Hope, who is given a 
month to live when a_ chemist 
switches his analysis with that of a 
dog. Escaping marriage with ad- 
venturess Gale Sondergaard, Hope 
meets Martha Raye, whose Texas oil 
tycoon father insists she marry a 
prince, Alan Mowbray, instead of her 
hometown ‘bus-driver sweetheart, 
Andy Devine. Hope marries Miss 
Raye in order to leave her his for- 
tune for later marriage to Devine. 
Latter arrives to accompany pair on 
honeymoon. When chemist finally 
advises Hope of his mistake, couple 
discover themselves deeply in love. 

Picture unZolds at a slow pace, 
with script losing many opportuni- 
ties for laughs in dialog. Comedy 


| 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Ice Follies of 1939’ (Metro). 
Joan Crawford starrer has au- 
dience appeal and cinch for 
healthy grosses. 

‘Never Say Die’ (Par). Martha 
Rave and Bob Hope in mild pro- 
grammer; .eeds strong support 
for top dual spots. 

‘The Lady and the Mob’ (Col). 











1 ; Jest rtaini farce, with 

| features Andy Devine, Alan Mowbray, Gale Nexzt, entertaining ’ ' 
Sondergaard. Directed by Elliott Nugent. new twist to racket-buster 
Gcrosapeay By Dou Hartman, Prack Sets theme; rates exoloitation. 

and Preston Sturges; based on play by | ’ A : ‘ ; F 
William H. Post. Camera, Leo Tover; film | ‘Riackwell’s Island’ (WB). Ex- 
editor, James Smith; special photographic | Qit'.6 prison meller with John 
j effects by Farciot Ejovart, Previewed at * 5 . Po aX - 
| Paramount March 1, ‘39. Running time; | Garfield. An exploitation nat- 
80 MINS. | ural 
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and kids. 








his standard Italian characterization. 
Miss Bainter’s mob is a_ broad- 
sketched conglomeration of thugs, 
| providing much of the comedy ele- 
| ments in both dialog and situations. 
Soprano-voiced Tommy Mack, for 
instance, is a nice bit of casting 


After establishing the old-fash- 





ture swings into high gear to pick 
up speed as it rolls along. It’s neat 
dovetailing of a tight script and 
competent direction. Laughs are nu- 
merous and nicely spaced. 


Inserted in the script is a timely 
plea for Americanism delivered by 
Miss Bainter, deftly introduced to 
compare freedom of America with 
dictators of other countries. 


Entertainment factors of the pic- 
ture rise far above the moderate 
budget provided for its making. 


BLACKWELL’S ISLAND 


Warner Bros. release of First National 
Production. Stars Jules Garfield; features 
Stanley Fields, Rosemary Lane, Dick Pur- 
cell, Victor Jory. Directed by William 
McGann. Adapted by Crane Wilbur from 
original by Wilbur and Lee Katz; camera, 
Sid Hicox: musical director, Leo F. Forb- 
stein; editor, Doug Gould. At Globe, N. Y., 





situations are few, many of them old 
routines which secure only a mild 
response. Top comedy sequences is 
early morning duel between Hope 
and Mowbray. Tongue-twisting in- 
structions to both on which of: the 
two pistols is loaded, and duelists’ 
attempts to remember is a funny 
piece of business. 

Both Martha Raye and Hope play 
too straight and dramatic. Same 
condition applies to Andy Devine, 
who has little opportunity to dis- 
play his wares. Gale Sondergaard 
is fine and Ernest Cossart is capable 
as Hope’s valet and trouble-shooter. 
Balance of supporting cast is okay. 

Miss Raye sings a tuneful number 
by Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin, 
‘The Tra La La and the Oom Pah 
Pah,’ which may get considerable ra- 
dio plugging because of its novelty. 


The Lady and the Mob 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Columbia release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction. Features Fay Bainter, Ida Lu- 
pino. Directed by Ben Stoloff. Screenplay 
by Richard Maibaum and Gertrude Purcell, 
from story by George Bradshaw and Price 





eer eee George Meeker 





Offering a novel switch to the ac- 
cepted formula for racketeer pic- 
tures, ‘The Lady and the Mob’ is an 
enjoyable and amusing piece that 





formance as the husband-skater and 
carries heftiest role in the picture. 
ew Ayres and Stone are okay and 
nicely grooved as Stewart's skating 
partner and producer, respectively. 

_ Despite all of the advance pub- 
licity generated on the predicted ap- 
pearance of Joan Crawford on 
skates, player keeps off the blades 
throughout the picture. In Cinderella 
finale, she is only one without skates. 
but situation is kidded several times 
during the film stanza for some 
hea'thy comedy dialog. 

Three songs recorded by Miss 
Crawford for the picture have hit 
the cutting room floor—with excep- 
tion of a very short chorus retained 
in the Cinderella spectacle. Star is 
given further glamor via a Hedy 
LaMarr hair-do. Many femme fol- 
lowers of Miss Crawford may take 
exception to her falling back on 
another’s specialty makeup. in view 
of the fact that similar hairdress 
was recently worn by Joan Ben- 

nett in ‘Trade Winds’. 

Direction of the story section of 
the picture was capably handled by 
Reinhold Schunzel. His 


will catch the fancy of audiences 
generally. It’s a strong programmer, 
with opportunities for extensive ex- 
ploitation, and word-of-mouth will 
assist materially after it gets roll- 
ing. With Fay Bainter the only sell- 
ing name, this picture nevertheless 
will get some attention as a lopper 
in the key duals, but should hold its 
own solo very nicely in the subse- 
quents and lesser operations. 
Novel ‘twist to a familiar yarn is 
provided by reversing regulation 
racket-buster procedure. Fay Bain- 
ter, rich, staid and aristocratic old 
lady, goes after a gang engaged in 
a cleaners’ racket. When the payoff 
boys brush her aside, she acquires a 
mob of her own to rout the gang- 
sters. The adventure carries her 
through a series of dizzy situations 
until she accomplishes her purpose. 
Miss Bainter provides an excep- 





of the old lady, who is gradually 
transformed from a mid-Victorian 








| gressive crusader. Ida Lupino and 


Lee Bowman ure okay as love inter- 


intermix- | est, while Henry Armetta presents 


Day; camera, John Stumar; editor, Otto 
Meyer. Previewed at Hollywood Pan- 
tages, March 3, ‘39. Running time: 65 
MINS. 
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tionally fine characterization in role | 


week March 1, °39. Running time: 71 
MINS. 
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One of the better prison mellers 
in the Warners’ penal cycle, spiced 
and garnished this time with factual 
recording of almost unbelievable 
conditions in a penal institution. 
Picture has three elements suffi- 
ciently outstanding to establish box- 
office power. These are enough to 
outweigh script and production de- 
ficiencies which might have made 
the picture much stronger. 


Pulling power comes from stand- 
out work of John Garfield and Stan- 
ley Fields, a strongly exploited title 
and a portrayal of incredible events 
taken from real life. 


Story, in pzrt, is satirical, but 
otherwise a true conception of cor- 
rupt politicians and scandalous con- 
duct by penal authorities. It is a 
flagrantly bitter portrait which Di- 
rector McGann and Crane Wilbur 
‘have etched of the way sinister 


it into a private club for gangsters, 
and transform the warden into a 
lackey for its star boarder, a mur- 
derer and ex-con. 


Yarn closely follows the news- 
paper expose of conditions found 
on Blackwells Island by the N. Y. 
Commissioner of Corrections in 1934. 
Then it was discovered that the 
prison was under virtual command 
of a ruthless criminal who ran it to 
enrich his own pockets by exacting 
tribute from its inmates. Of the 
1,700 prisoners on the ‘Island’ only 
those who were able to pay for it 
were decently fed or housed, while 
the kingpin and his henchmen lived 
sumptuously and even ran an organ- 
ized gambling joint. 

With this as the kernel of the plot, 
it is further embroidered with the 
familiar formula of a newspaper- 
man’s efforts to unmask a2 gang prey- 
ing on waterfront shipping. A cop- 
| per and barge-owner are brutally 
| murdered by Bull Branson (Fields) 
and his mob. Scribe’s headline sto- 
|ries finally send Branson’s mob to 
Blackwells for a ‘stretch.’ 


To prove Branson ordered the 
killings, scribe (Garfield) gets him- 
self committed to the Island, and 
when he has enough evidence tips 
off reform-ticket Corrections Com- 
missioner. A two-fisted raid ensues 
which puts an end to rampant vice 
conditions in the prison and Bran- 
son’s mob is finally put away for 
| good. 
| As the star, Garfield handles the 














but he is much stronger than. the 
| role assigned him. Moreover, script 
writers permit Stanley Fields, as the 
uncouth strongarmer, with a pen- 


ioned procedure of Miss Bainter, pic- | 


| forces can take over a prison, turn | 


| part in earnest and capable fashion, | 
granddame to a vigorous and ag- | 


chant for practical macabre jokes, 
to dominate the proceedings more 
effectively than Garfield. 

Romantic interest is slighted and 
only sketchily worked out. Rose- 
mary Lane has the part of the mur- 
' dered copper’s daughter and _ has 
little chance to show anything. Vic- 
tor Jory as the Commissioner, Gran- 
ville Bates as the warden, Dick Pur- 
cell as the cop, and Charles Foy, a 
punk mobster, do all that could be 
| expected of them. — : 
| As to Garfield, his we ‘s, though 
‘effective, is getting to look typed 
‘and could benefit by the producers 
' mixing up his roles. His style is 
|'emotionally too intense and re- 
| pressed. 
| Film can be exploited to the hilt 
|as all the possibilities are there. 
| Boxoffice will depend on the way it 
| is handled. 





einen 
| . . 

Secret Service of the Air 
| Warner Bros. production and release. 
| Features Ronald Reagan, John Litel, Ta 
| Rhodes, James Stephenson and Eddie Foy, 
Jr. Directed by Noel Smith. Based on 


| material compiled by W. H. Moran; story 
and adaptation, Raymond Shrock; editor, 
Doug Gould; phetography, Ted McCord, 


Ate Rialto, N, .. week March 1, ‘39. 
| Running time, 61 MINS, 

| Lt. ‘Brass’ Bancroft........ Ronald Reagan 
RN. o wéabnaaeneesbbene teneween John Litel 
Pamela Schuyser....oesiecvcecsses Ila Rhodes 





Bare GOOOTGRs «0000 ces wed James Stephenson 
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| Dick Wayne...... ; ...Larry Williams 
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b BieGers a 5 6550000500555000 08 Anthony Averill 
gi. LSA ere ee Rernard Nedell 
DOC. .cvcsiccvcccesvbsetses Frank M. Thomas 


Exhibitors will find ‘Secret Serv- 
ice of the Air’ a satisfactory booking 
for secondary theatres where play- 
ing alone, and suitable for better 
double bills as the No. 2 feature. 
Since the latter are always bought 
flat, this one may be worth a bit 
more than the run-o’-the-mill melo- 
drama. There are no marquee 
names, but the picture, a well-made 
B, is based on a better than average 
story of its kind and arouses con- 
siderable interest through the ex- 
citing action, fighting, flying, etc. It 
doesn’t lag at any point. 

Casting and direction by Noel 
Smith are capable. Some of the 
fight scenes, as well as air sequences, 
have been expertly piloted. Smith 
may go on to bigger things. Ted 
McCord’s fine photography is right 
behind him in this instance. Shots 
in the air are exceedingly well done. 


Story is based on material which 
was supplied by W. H. Moran, ex- 
chief of the U. S. Secret Service, 
who no doubt furnished a case his- 
tory of one of the successful ex- 
ploits by the Government men. Ray- 
mond Shrock’s adaptation, crammed 
with plot, is always smooth, 


Ronald Reagan impresses as the 
G-man. He handles his fists for 
fullest results in a couple scrap 
scenes, one aboard a plane. The 
love interest is held down severely. 
The attractive Ila Rhodes is the 
No. 1 girl, and Rosella Towne, plane 
hostess, sub-romance. John Litel 
plays a Government man who fol- 
lows through as Reagan’s superior, 
giving a seasoned performance, 
Lessers are mostly smugglers, ex- 
cepting for Eddie Foy, Jr., who is 
in there pitching rather strongly for 
laughs. Char. 


Blondie Meets the Boss 
Lincoln, March 4. 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 
Sims. Directed by Frank R. Strayer; 
screenplay, Richard Flournoy, from story 
by Kay Van Riper and Flournoy; camera, 





Henry Freulich; editor, Gene Havlick. Re- 
| viewed in Projection Room, Lincoln, Ne- 
| braska, Running time: 75 MINS. 
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Chic Young's comic strip charac- 
ters, Blondie, Dagwood, and Baby 
Dumpling, go another step in Colum- 
bia’s ‘Blondie’ series. It’s amusing 
only in spots, and will find itself 
aoe relegated to duals and the 
nabes, 


Scripter Richard Flournoy takes 
|Dagwood (Arthur Lake) over the 
jumps in this effort, letting his frau 
take his job and allowing him to 
go on a fishing trip which finds him 
framed into a compromising posi- 
tion. Principal faults are the recur- 
| ring gags from the previous ‘Blon- 
die.” Dagwood’s ever present triple- 
decker sandwich gets a play, and the 
dash for the morning car also gets a 
dual call, once before he loses his 
job and then again for Blondie when 
she takes over for him. 


Film has a bit of this and that 


gans, a jitterbug contest—all woven 
| into one vehicle. Lake and Penny 
| Singleton are in the same step as 
in the series’ opener. Larry Sims, 
| moppet, is cute, but his delivery is 
dull even for a kid, same going for 
Danny Hummert (Alvin). Best bit 
is the interpretation of Blondie’s 
jealous mind by a clip of a newsreel 
| bombardment. 

| Obviously a low cost film. but may 


| fi.d a ready audience in the family 
| theatres. Barn. 





j 
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—business deals, amorous shenani- | 
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The Flying Irishman 
Hollywood, March 1. 


RKO release of Pandro Berman produc. 
tion, Stars Douglas Corrigan. Directed 
by Leigh Jason, Screenplay by [Ernest 
Pagano and Dalton Trumbo, Comment. tor, 
Knox Manning; asst. director, Mdward 
Killy; camera, J. Roy Hunt; special ef. 
fects by Vernon L. Walker; editor, Arthur 
E. Roberts. Previewed at Pantages, Feb, 


28, "39. Running time: 70 MINS, 
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| Rather late for RKO to take ad- 
| vantage of the brief popularity and 
public adulation Douglas Corrigan 
| enjoyed last year for his wrong-way 
flight across the Atlantic. Picture 
must be tabbed as a novelty attrac- 
tion, gathering light coin in a few 
spots where interest in Corrigan can 
be revived by exploitation, but gen- 
erally slipping into the lower duals 
where the kids will give it a healthy 
response. 


‘The Flying Irishman’ interests 
mainly as a biography of the young 
flyer, sketched from age of nine un- 
til tour of various cities in his crate 
after landing in Ireland. Corrigan’s 
early struggle and experiences to 
obtain a plane of his own are remi- 
niscent of the fictional heroes of 
Horatio Alger. Sympathy for the 
youngster’s experiences and ultimate 
success is spread on rather thick— 
he continually works against over- 
whelming odds while helping to sup- 
port a mother, brother and sister. 

Corrigan’s attempt to re-create his 
early experiences before the camera 
is decidedly amateurish. He’s self- 
conscious to an extreme, delivering 
dialog in a nasal monotone. Script 
confines his dialog to a ~ninimum, 
which helps somewhat. 

Story opens with welcoming com- 
mittee at San Antonio air field. 
Radio announcer, awaiting arrival of 
Corrigan, cuts back with narrative 
to early life of the flyer. As a kid 
of nine, parents separate, the mother 
struggling to bring up two sons and 
a daughter. Family moves to Los 
Angeles, where Corrigan works to 
help support the family until death 
of the mother, when he takes over, 
studying flying with meagre funds 
left after putting brother through 
college. Acquiring an antiquated 
plane, he barnstorms the country, 
finally taking off from San Diego on 
non-stop to New York and following 
with the hop to Ireland. 

Corrigan had much to say about 
the script, and sidetracked many 
story angles the studio wanted to 
use in the picture. It is interesting, 
however, at this late date and ap- 
parently with Corrigan’s approval, 
that the entire trip across the At- 
lantic was planned by the flyer well 
in advance of his takeoff from the 
Coast, and he treats the ‘wrong- 
way’ billing rather lightly in the 
picture. 

After getting past early years of 
Corrigan’s life, picture moves at a 
fast tempo. Obstacles are continu- 
ally placed in the way of the flyer 
towards his goal of being a transport 
flyer, and his determination to over- 
come financial obstacles is dominant 
throughout, 

Capable supporting cast, including 
Paul Kelly, Robert Armstrong, Don- 
ald McBride, Eddie Quillan, J. M. 
Kerrigan and Dorothy Peterson, 
further impresses that Corrigan is a 
neophyte in too-fast thespic com- 
pany. 


I WAS A CONVICT 


Republic release of Herman Schiom pro- 





duction. Features Barton MacLane, Bev- 
erly Roberts and Clarence Kolb. Directed 
by Aubrey Scotto. Screen play by Ben 
Markson and Robert D. Andrews from 
original by Andrews; editor, Murray Sele 
deen; musical director, Cy Feuer; camera, 
Edward Snyder. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y,, March 2, '39. Running time: 
62 MINS. 

ee a6 25.0 40h'cde envne Barton MacLane 
I yer rere Beverly Roberts~ 
a ee eee Clarence Kolb 
ee rrr. Janet Beecher 
Missouri Smith.......... Horace MacMahon 
ns bid 0CeRS 0 iced ccesnceees Ren Welden 
ee, OPP rer Pore Leon Ames 
UNS. TRNOUNS hp ss 4 + a sean seeed (lara Bendick 
District Attorney. .....¢..c00. Russell Hicks 
Trap Serr John Harmon 
PS 6dd05+ osceverdisossaces Chester Clute 





So full of action, finger-biting epi- 
sodes and climaxes that it suffers 
from an over-abundance thereof, 
this meller is slated for the sustainer 
portion of the multiples. Plot line 
} is slim and there is so much hung 
| on it, it’s bound to sag. Obstacles 
and climaxes come in such quanti- 
ties they give the audience an un- 
pleasant case of jitters. 

A many-times-told yarn, it’s im- 
plausible from the start and gets 
| more so as it moves along. Never- 
| theless, it should be said for author 
Robert D. Andrews it’s the type of 
stuff Rep chaws up for its accounts, 
so he was justified. Also in the 
pic’s favor is the direction. It’s 
sprightly, and, as stated, fast-moving 
when the quantity of action doesnt 
get in its way. 

Tale is of a millionaire manufac- 
turer (Clarence Kolb) who, upon 
being released from jail on an !n- 
come tax charge, takes a couple o! 

(Continued on page 29) 
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“CAFE SOCIETY” 


It’s new...it’s news... it’s the 
screen’s first story of the glam- 
orous “400” of the night clubs. 
With a big-name cast headed 
by MADELEINE CARROLL, 
FRED MacMURRAY and 
SHIRLEY ROSS. Directed 
by Edward H. Griffith. 


“THE BEACHCOMBER” 
CHARLES LAUGHTON’S 
triumphant comedy of romance 
in the South Seas— now blaz- 
ing a box-office trail from coast 
to coast. A Mayflower picture 
with Elsa Lanchester, produced 
and directed by Erich Pommet. 


“MIDNIGHT” 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
and DON AMECHE head 
the prize cast of the season in 
“Midnight”, the prize roman- 
tic comedy of the year. With 
JOHN BARRYMORE, 
Francis Lederer, Mary Astor, 
Elaine Barrie. Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen. 





“SUDDEN MOREY” 


Hilarious story of sweepstakes 
winners, sure to get big money. 
With a hand-picked comedy 
cast, built for laughs, including 
Charlie Ruggles, Marjorie 
Rambeau, Charles Grapewin, 
William Frawley. Directed by 
Nick Grinde. 


“KING of CHINATOWN” 
AKIM TAMIROFF, whose 
roles have made screen history, 
delivers his best performance 
as Frank Baturin, strong man 
of a city of sin. With Anna 
May Wong, J. Carrol Naish. 
Directed by Nick Grinde. 
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“I’M FROM MISSOURI” 


... Starring the one and only 
BOB BURNS... and topping 
“The Arkansas Traveler” in every 
department. With GLADYS 
GEORGE, Gene Lockhart and 
Samson, the only mule ever to spend 
a night in a Turkish bath. Directed 
by Theodore Reed. 


“BACK DOOR TO HEAVER” 
The first of the much-heralded, 
long-awaited Bernard Steele eastern 
presentations.... already winning 
the plaudits of the critics. “Hit as 
box-office melodrama. A triumph!” 
says Hollywood Reporter. With 
Wallace Ford, Stuact Erwin, Patricia 
Ellis, Aline McMahon. Produced 
and directed by William K. Howard. 










































“NEVER SAY DIE” 


The laughs come fast and furious 
when MARTHA RAYE and 
BOB HOPE go on a funny-honey- 
moon...with ANDY DEVINE along 
as chaperon, and Alan Mowbray as 
jealous lover. Gale Sondergaard and 
Ernest Cossart round out a perfect 
cast. Directed by Elliott Nugent. 


CECIL B. DeMILLE’S 
“QNION PACIFIC” 


The BIG picture you’ ve been waiting 
for with a cast of thousands, headed 
by BARBARA STANWYCK and 
JOEL McCREA...and an exploita- 
tion and advertising campaign that 
will blanket every town in America. 
Paramount gives you Cecil B. 


De Mille’s “UNION PACIFIC”! 
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“THE LADY'S FROM 


KENTUCKY” 


«+s GEORGE RAFT and 
ELLEN DREW, beauti- 
ful star of “Sing You 
Sinners” and “If I Were 
King” in a heart-pound- 
ing, pulse-racing story of 
the turf... with Hugh 
Herbert and ZaSu Pitts 
in support. It’s one for 
the money... sure to 


lead the field. Directed 
by Alexander Hall. 


“UNMARRIED” 


... Paramount showman- 
ship stars BUCK JONES, 
most popular of cowboy 
stars, in his first dramatic 
role. A hard-hitting 
action drama of down-to- 
earth folks, with HELEN 
TWELVETREES and 
DONALD O’CONNOR, 
kid star of “Sing You 
Sinners.”’ Directed by 
Kurt Neumann. 


“HOTEL IMPERIAL” 


. . « Glamorous, exciting 
ISA MIRANDA, in her 


first American screen role 


... co-starred with RAY 


MILLAND in a powerful 


drama of strange adven- 


‘ture and strange people. 


behind the gates of Hotel 


Imperial. With Reginald 
Owen, Gene Lockhart 
‘and J. Carrol Naish. Dir- 
ected by Robert Florey., 


“STOLEN LIFE” 


ELISABETH BERGNER, 
the magnificent . . . the 
incomparable ... the first 
dramatic actress of our 
time—in her greatest tri- 
umph...a picture for 
every woman in America, 
and the men they bring 
with them to your theatre! 
A Paramount release, 
produced and directed by 
Paul Czinner. 
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Increased Anglo Production Seen 


London, March 7. 


The Films Council, set up by Great | 


Britain’s quota law, met last week 
with the result that the proposed 
quota increase this year may be 
abandoned. Producers, distributors 
and exhibitors are being asked to 
consider a reduced quota designed 


to encourage increased British pro- 
duction. 


Idea also has been advanced that | 


the minimum labor cost requirement 
of $37,500 per film 
with such quickies to qualify 
cvota credits. There also is a 
sibility that the exhibitors’ 
England will be reduced. 
3ritish exhibitors are credited with 
complaining that there are not 
encugh American low-rental features 
being shipped into Great Britain for 
their n or even their quota re- 
cuirements. While this tendency te 
reduce the usual year’s program al- 


for 
pos- 
quota in 


eeds 


lotment for Great Britain is natural, 
U. S. companies claim the number | 
hes not been materially decreased, | 
if at all, in many cases. 

Exhibitors here, especially the 
smaller houses, are complaining 
about lack of product. In order to 
strengthen their campaign for quota 


relief they have enlisted the support 
of labcrites. With the labor party 
involved, the big demand today is 
for more production in Great Brit- 
ain, with no qualification as to its 
ccst or class—just so there is lots 
of it, 


Even now both U. S, nicture people 


and British leaders admit that the 
new British quota law, which be- 
came effective in April, 1938, is dif- 
ficult to understand and still is not 
clear on several vital points. An 
example is the current § auestion 
raised over how foreign (U.S.) dis- 
tributors may secure quoia picture 


credits. Legal experts and veterans 
in the business profess that they are 


not sure whether all quota credits 
carn be obtained by means of double 
and triple-quota’ pictures (high 


budget films) or half can be 
secured this way. 
American officials have been told 


to go ahead and line up their quota 


only 


productions in Great Britain on the | 


assumption that the present Board 
of Trade ruling, which 
that only half of quota credits can 
be obtained by means of double cr 
triple credit pictures, will not be 
changed. But the attitude of U. S. 
ccmpanies is that it is too vital a 
matter with which to take any 
chance, Spokesmen for these com- 


panies claim they can’t tie up money | 


on $1,000,000 productions or on any 
number of features if the law stands 
to be reinterpreted so that they 
would stand to lose considerable. 
For instance, U. S. producers don't 
went to start too many high-budget 


features if the rules in the quota 
are to be altered to allow a lot of 
quickie productions. At the same 


time they do not like to produce too 
many low-cost films if they can take 
a chance on one big fe: which 
might return a profit in world 
market. 


ture 
the 


Full gist of present arguments over | 


the British quota (new higher quota 


ercentages go into effect next 


month) simply is that the Quota Act | 


is not working out with the glowing 
results eenpatee by the tr: a 


U. S. MAJOR COS. STILL 
FIRM ON ITALY DISTRIB 


Italy still is getting no major 





com- 


Pany pictures for distribution, de- 
spite many attempts made by Italian 
reps to interest them in_ recent 


weeks. 

Reported at industry headquarters 
(Hays office) in New York that a 
number of official and semi-official 
spokesmen are striving to heal the 


breach and get U. S. films back into 


Italy. 
The companies pulled out Dec. 31 
rather than accede to the Italian gov- 


*rnment’s monopoly of foreign dis- 
tribution. 


% 


+ 


be eliminated, | 


stipulates | 





‘Grand Illusion’ Cracks 
‘Mayerling’ Mark in N. Y. 


‘Grand Illusion’ begins its 
week at the Filmarte, New York, 
today (Wednesday) establishing a 
new record for a French picture at 
this house and topping the 25-week 


26th | 


‘Franco - American Trade 


lated as Bill Is Slated to 


~—-EQCAPING PACT 


Treaty Would Not Be Vio- | 


Get Around Provisions— 


| Receipts to Be Controlled, 


Dubbing to Be Taxed and_/| 


| Programs Would Be Lim- 
ited 


| mark established by ‘Mayerling.’ 
| ‘Illusion’ closes March 14. 

‘Crossroads,’ Tri National picture, 
and then ‘Bizarre Bizarre,’ a French | 
,comedy handled by Lenauer Inter- 
|national, follow ‘Illusion,’ in that | 
order into the Filmarte. 


Canek's Play Gets 
Good Reception 
In London Bow 


London, March 7. 
Capek’s ‘The Mother,’ his 
play before his death last year, 
generally well-received in its 
West End debut here Thursday 
night (2). Adapted by Paul Selver, 

» play came to the Garrick after a 
suburban tryout. 


Karel 
last 
was 


SUBMITTED SOON 


Paris, Feb. 28. 
That long awaited ‘Siatute du 
Cinema,’ as the French call the law 
that will be the future 10 command- 
ments for the industry in this coun- 
try, is Just about ready to be sub- 
mitted to the Chamber for ratifica- 


tion. According to all reports, it’s 

going to sting the Yanks badly. 
Exact measures new law will em- 

body are being scrupulously guarded 


but general lines point towards new 


difficulties for foreign concerns ex- 
ploiting films in this country. Al- 


though the Americans still have the 
Franco-American trade treaty to fall 


back on to assure them no worse 
treatment than those enjoyed by 
French and other foreign films, new 


bill is expected to get around those 
stipulations. 
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SFE NEW LAW French Producers See American 
Through Reduced British Quota 


Market Waning for Their Pictures 





French Demands 


Foreign film distribs in the 
U.S. are concerned over insist- 
ence of numerous French pro- 
ducers’ demands: for $45,000 to 
$50,000 for their features. They 
point to the fact that original 
distribs of ‘Mayerling,’ top 


French grosser to date, only paid 
around $17,006. 

Distribs in New York believe 
that $2,000 to $5,000 is plenty for 
French features, «hich, they 

all that was asked a co 
years ago. 


Say, 
was 


of 


uple 





Nerman Rydge, 
AUT. Chairman, 


To N. Y. Confab 


March 7. 
Norman Rydge chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres, has joined 
four other Australian picture men 
sailing on the Monterey for the 
U. S. Party is due to reach the 
U. S. March 20. 

{ydge is making his firs 
visit to America. His 
to clinch product deals. 

On the boat is 
ter, Paramount man: 
tralia; N. Bernard 
general manager the same ter- 
Clay Hake, 20th-Fox repre- 
sentative in Aussie distribution, and 
Jan Carroll, manager of the Prince 
Edward theatre, Par showcase here. 
Carroll is also managing director fo1 
the Birch-Carroll circuit, Queens- 
land, so his visit to New York is 
believed to have some significance. 





Sydney, 


t business 
purpose is 
same Harry 
ger for 
Freeman, 


Hun- 
Aus- 
Metro 
in 


It is generally known in trade cir- | 


'cles that Norman Rydge’s visit to the 


Though th ~~ Vw cave Three measures expected to be in- 
notices, the play’s theme, a morbid eluded in the new bill which will 
peantagecopeiah maternal vrrieger, “ ea affect the Yanks is a control of re- 
the usually accepted idea of enter- ceipts, tax on dubbing of films and 
tainment. the limitation of program length, A 

‘The Mother’ is said to have been | central control office to collect all 
written at a time when Capek sus- | returns throughout the country has 
pected the possibility of a German Jong been talked, particularly dur- 
attack on Czechoslovakia. Although |jng the first Popular Front govern- 
the locale of the play is an imaginary | ment under Leon Blum. The idea 
country, indications are that it was then was to take a small percentage 
his own, for Capek was a Czech. | of all receipts to subsidize the French 
Adaptor Selver is of the Czech lega- | industry. Even if that percentage is 
tion here not included in the new bill it means 

Heading the cast are Eliot Make-| the Americans will still have to deal 
ham, Anthony Hawtrey and Ray- through a_ state-controlled central 
mond Lovell. Miles Malleson pro- office in conducting their business. 
duced. | A tax on the dubbing of films| 

would hit the Yanks hardest. Since 


‘The Jealous God’ opened Wednes- 
day night (1) at the Lyric, but first- 
nighters generally slated 
short stay. It’s a serious dissertation 
on a bromide subject, ineffectually 
designed as drama. 








Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 


‘Me and My Girl,’ 


Victoria Palace 


—Dec. 16, °37. 

‘Room for Two,’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 
"oO 
ol. 

‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14, 
aie 
v8 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, '38 

Married,’ St. Mar- 


‘When We Are 
tin’s—Oct. 11, ’33. 
‘Quiet Wedding,’ 


tt. w0. 


W yndham’'s—Oct. 


‘Goodness, How Sad,’ Vaudeville— 
|! Oct. 18, ’38. 
| ‘Geneva,’ St. James—Nov, 22, °38. 
| ‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 
38. 

‘No. 6,, Aldwych—Dec. 21, ’3 
| ‘Queen of Hearts,’ Lyceum — Dec. 
| 24. °38. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Shaftesbury— 
Jan. 19, "30. 

‘Magyar Melody, His Majesty’s— 
Jan, 20. 39. 

‘Desien for Living,” Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, '39. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Criterion— 
Jan. 26, ‘39. 

‘Gaslight,’ Apollo—Jan. 31, ’39. 

‘Worth a Million,’ Saville—Feb. 2 
39. 

‘Nora,’ Duke of York’s — Feb. 3, 
*39. 

‘French Without Tears,’ Piccadilly 
—Feb. 5, °39. 


Strand—Feb. 7. 
Cherish,’ 


‘Little Ladyship,’ 
9 


‘To Love and to Kings- 


way—Feb. 21, '3§ 
‘Johnson Over 
22. ’39. 
‘Jealous Gods,’ 


Lyric — March 1, 


eo 


‘The Mother,’ Garrick — March 2, 


1739. 


it for a} 


Jordan,’ sewintis.| 


it has been necessary for all French- 
dubbed films to be dubbed in France 
the American have built their own 
dubbing business here. 

The limitation of program length 
is the shot to cut out double fea- 
ltures. Yanks also get booted there, 
especially in the nabes and the 
| provinces, where double feature pro- 
| grams hit highest billing, with the 
|/second feature in many cases being 
American. A limitation would force 
operators to run shorts or docu- 
mentary films and cut out the second 


feature entirely. There was once 
talk of making documentary films a 
must for all programs, which would 


also cut out the second feature, but 
this idea seems to have been dropped 
for the meterage limitation. 

Finishing touches are now being 
put on the bill and Minister of Edu- 
cation Jean Zay is expect ted to tab 
it for discussion the Charnber 
shortly 


° ° 

‘Aladdin’ Panto Clicks 

In Cape Town for ACT 
| Cape Town, 16 

— can Consolidated Theatre : 
panto, ‘Aleddin,’ clicked in its open- 
ing at the Alhambra here. Heading 
he bill were the Volonoff Twins, ex- 
cellent dancers. 

Arthur Lucan and Kitty McShane, 
clever comedy act, went over big, 
too. Chorus, scenery and production 
a winner also. Philip D. Levard 
produced. 


Ciro’s Reopening 


London, March 7. 


le 


DY 


Reopening of Ciro’s Club under a | 
new name was indicated here last 
week by Jack Harris, operator of 
the nitery. 
| Ciro’s folded recently when the 
manager, who had been dismissed, | 


secured a $10,000 judgment against 
‘the spot. 


U. S. is prompted by the so-called in- 
tolerable production situation for his 
circuit in Australia. Greater Union 
is only getting first call on product 
from Universal, Republic and Mono- 


gram, and occasionally from Par- 
amount. His circuit also gets some 
|Metro features, but seldom first} 


choice, because M-G has six theatres 
of its own in Australia and is near- 
ing completion on a seventh in Ade- | 
laide. Other major companies have 
pacts to supply product to Hoyts’ 
circuit. 

Present problem in New 
Wales, biggest theatre state in Aus- 
tralia, is traced to bitter fight 
waged by GUT against Hoyts for al- 
leged unfair domination of Austra- 
lian business by the latter and 20th- | 
Fox, which has a w agreement | 
with Hoyts. It’s believed Rydge in- 
tends seeing Sidney R. Kent, head of 
20th, to reach a solution. 


South 


the 


rking 


BUCHANAN TO FILM 


| Gove 


AIR PROGRAM FOR UA 


London, March 7. 
Jack 


Buchanan has signed to pro- 
duce ‘Band Wagon,’ radio program 
here, for United Artists. Picture will 


Thornton Freeland 
at the Hammer- 
recently acquired by 


be directed by 
and will be made 
smith 
Suchanan. 

Cast will consist entirely 
names Production is 
$125,000 


studios, 


of 
to 


radio 
cost 


Mex Gov t Sensitive 


Mexico City, March 7. 
Theatres throughout Mexico have 
received government orders to drop 
revues and acts based political 
themes and for comics refrain 
from using politics in gags 
Political situation is pretty tense. 
rnment figures that it is no v 


hicle for levity. 


on 


to 


e- 


French producers, it’s been learned 
in New York, are beginning to ques- 
tion the American cet as a real 
source of income. Their recent sell- 
excursions to the U. S. have 
inced them that there’s no big 
Yankee coin available presently for 


arl 
marr 


ng 
ing 


Cony 


| French language pics. 


| cause they 


| that 


| features for showing 


| French 


lin full of U. S. 


| that 
responsible, 


It is pretty much of a letdown be- 
have been given many 
promises and little action. Promises 
have come from both ir- 
among other. distrib- 
in this country, included book- 
in Broadway houses for their 
ace product, Ameri¢ ean production in 
France and first-run outlets the 
U. S. for Frenc h-made Some 
promises were tentative deals out- 
lined by these distr on visits to 
rance, while others reached France 
trade papers from optimistic but in- 
experienced distributor 


utors 


Ings 
if 
films 


lie 
iDS 


ry 


A particular point tion 
he assurance published In P 
year aso that ‘Grand Il!usion’ would 
be booked into a big N. Y. house. 
It is now current at the small Fil- 
marte on West 58th street, one of 
two fivst-run foreign language 
houses left in N. Y. The Cinema, 
{9th street, is the other. 
Also, the French trade 
claimed that Columbia 


in ques was 


aris a 


press 
Pictures 


would produce eight features in 
France... Columbia officials in N. Y. 
denied this completely. False hones 
also were raised bv stories that 
eight theatres in N. Y. were strictly 
foreign-picture first-run and avail- 
able to any gced French film. 

Of the houses named, the Little 
Carnegie uses both English and 
I'rench films, goes first-run or sub- 


sequent and is 
Americar 
The 


playir 


not averse to taking 
pictures when available. 
also listed, now is 

‘ly second run and what 
product is available. The Belmont, 
another of the list of eight, is shut- 
tered, and the Squire, another listed, 
has been closed for about two 
months. 

The French industry also was told 
the Noi mandie, described as a 
‘Broadway theatre,’ was to be re- 
served exclusively for French prod- 
uct. It is subsequently now, play-. 
ing mostly American films after 

using a French film to premiere. 

A new American arrival has 
promised he will open a theatre in 
the U. S. if he can obtain 26 French 
there. Also, 
there’s talk that ‘Marseilles,’ not yet 
released in the VU. S., will go into 
| the Broadway. On both of these, 
industry officials are highly 
skeptical because of what has hap- 
pened in the past. 


TAPERNOUX’S FRENCH 
C0. FILES REORS PLAN 


— 
Valdorf, 


ig large! 


The French Motion Picture Corp., 
through its president, John S. Taper- 
has filed a propesed plan of 
reorganization in the N. Y. federal 
court. Plan calls for the payment 
and N. Y. state tax 
amounts of which are 
staha us other items. 


noux, 


claims, the 
indeterminate, 

Payment of 15% in cash to credi- 
tors in full satisfaction of all claims 
will de 10 days af confirm- 
ation of the plan. Lastly, the plan 
states that - e company will not re- 
ject any executory contracts, Taper- 
noux will ba yrrrow $5,000 to put the 
through. 


be ma 


tay 


African Cons. Head To 


England for Bookings 
Cape Town, Feb. 16. 

a anager of 
African Consolidated The: has 
sailed for England to sign names for 
So. Africa. First will be a 
copy of the ‘Ice Spectacle,” now 
showing in London. 

Special ice stages, engineers and 
refrigerating plant in duplicate will 
be imported. Only theatres available 
here for this class of show are the 
Alhambra, Cape Town, and the Eme- 


A. E. Harms 


general m 


.4 . 
tres, 


booking 


| pire, Johannesburg. 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





Frank Fay Vaudeville 


(44th STREET, N. Y.) 

George Hanneford & Family (5), 
Glen Pope, Avis Anrdews, Smith & 
Dale, The Merry-Macs (4), Eva 
LeGallienne with Richard Waring, 
Flo Mayo, Elsie Janis with Noian’ 
Cravat, Johnny Barnes, Frank Fay | 
with Abel Baer, Pedro & Luis, Rose | 
Kessne, Corinne Doyle, Fred Hille- 
brand, Nino Verela, Harry Hines, | 
Chester Hale Dancers (16) with} 
Helen Leitche; presented by Fay;| 
opening March 2, ’39; $2.75 top. 








Frank Fay picks up where this 
season's first straight-vaudeville at- 
temp left off, but he doesn’t pick 
up enough. Kurt Robitschek’s for- 
mula at the Majestic, New York, 
which folded in the red after three 
weeks, wrong in not having 
names; Fay has the names, but one 
doesn’t fit and the first-half plays 
like an anestnetic. 

Eva LeGallienne’s Romeo and Ju- 
liet’ baicony scene (New Acis), clos- 
ing the first half, slows a slow show 
down to a standstill, but yet the 
presentation’s chief fault is psycho- 
logically Fay himself. He’s the pro- 
ducer, the booker, the stager and 
m.c.; the burdens tell both on himself 
and the audience. The latter isn't 
given the chance at any time to for- 
get Fay’s muliiple importance and 
Fay is too busy protecting his invest- 


was 





ment to be the flippant Fay this show 
requires and misses. 

st es piace the show’s first 
week alary nut at around $12,000. 


Plus this, Fay was plenty in the bag | 
prior to opening, for advertising, re- 
hearsals and other production ex- 
penditures. That there was no stint- 


ing is evidenced by the _ nicely 
draped stage, there being several 


tasteful cycs, side-pieces and drops. 
Chances of iis getting back the in-| 
vestment look slim. 

Opening night (3), the show ran 
an hour tco long. Cutting should be} 


simple. Spotting is poor, but that’s | 
something also easily fixed. But the | 
Fay dilemma is cuite acute. How to | 


make him forget his investment is | 
probably impossible but he can) 
readily get booking and staging ad- 
vice, and he needs both. As for Miss | 
LeGallienne’s sketch, only an inter- 


mission, which follows her, could | 
make a stage less inanimate. 
Ore of Fay’s innovations is the} 


complete absence of microphones. 
He got his answer quickly opening 
night from the balconyites, who 
kept calling for him to talk up, but 
instead Fay asked the lower floor | 
customers if they wouldn’t prefer to 
see actors moving around unhamp- 
ered by the p.a. system. They could 
hear and naturally applauded in the 
affirmative, but the shelf seats will 
gather a lot of dust if Fay persists 





in playing only to the top-price | 
pews. 
The circusy George Hanneford 


Family (5) tee off with their stand- | 
ard equestrienne turn, but, except 
for the nostalgia it arouses, is hardly 
a hurricane getaway before an adult 
audience. It’s corny; the comedy of 
Hanneford’s tramp character may be | 
okay in a sawdust setting, but in a| 
Broadway theatre he might be bet- 
ter off doing his forte tricks straight, 
as, for instance, the other two men | 
and good-looking girl. Mrs, Hanne- 
ford wields the whip. 

Here Fay puts in his first appear: | 
ance. It’s a speech about himself 





also make-up. 

Show’s second half didn’t get un- | 
derway opening night tili 10:30. Flo} 
Mayo’s punchy trapeze stunting re-| 
seats the customers, then the Ches- | 
ter Hale line and then Elsie Janis, 
who literally tore a sympathetic au- | 
dience apart. She's on long, but wel- | 
come, practically her entire routine 
being devoted to a song about pres- 
ent times being better than former | 
years and entailing numerous, €X- | 
pertly done satirical imitations. | 
John and Ethel Barrymore, Cohan, | 
Helen Hayes, Bea Lillie, Sarah Berne | 
hardt, Fannie Brice and Will Rogers | 
are included, and her cartwheels in- 
sure a smash click. Nolan Cravat Is 
her piano accomp. 

Show's third standout, including 
Smith and Dale, immediately follows 
Miss Janis in the personage of 
Johnny Barnes (New Acts). He 
rates as one of the top hoofers in the 
business. 

Fay, with Abel Baer at the piano, 
closes. For the finale whirl, Fay has 
a siripper on the stage and six 
stcoges planted in the audience, in- 
cluding Fred Hillebrand, as a heck- 
ler, and Harry Hines, once a stand- 
ard vaude single on his own. Plus| 
Pedro and Luis, one of whom does 
an act wherein he travels a tight- 
rope backwards up to the balcony 
and then does a death-slide down. 
Rose Kessner, Corinne Doyle and/} 
Nino Verela, this closing act is a 
laugh riot that comes too late. A 
good part of the audience had al- 
ready walked by the time Fay 
trotted out in his tails, which fur- 
ther indicates how much cutting the 
show Can take. 

In addition to the stooges in the | 
finale portion, Fay has two audience 
Stooge bits in the first half of the} 
show. They are reminiscent of those | 
in Olsen and Johnson's ‘Hellizapop- | 
pin,’ but not copies plenty funny | 
on their own. One is a photographic | 
bit; in the other, a blonde becomes | 
emotionally aroused when Waring, 
in flowery language, describes Fay’s | 
love for her. 

Final impression of the show is 
that it may look better if the first 
half becomes the last half, and the | 
latter took a trimming. 
tap of $2.75 top also looks too high | 
nowadays for a vaudeville show, es- 
pecially since legit managers now | 
want to cut straight dramas down to 
$2.20 because of wanin~ grosses. The 
Palace theatre’s top was $2.20, which 
is something Fay might also remem- 
er. 

Also, those stooges in the audi- 
ence applaud and ‘bravo’ too loudly 
and long. Claques were passe 
long ago. Scho. 





APOLLO, N. Y. | 
George Williams, | 
Delores Brown, | 








Sandy Burns, 
George Wiltshire, 
Jean Starr, Vivian Harris, Modene | 
Jones, Al Cooper Band, Chuck & 
Chuckles, Buddy Saunders, Pegleg 
Bates; ‘Gambling Ship’ (U). 





This is another off week for the | 
Apollo. Since it’s the colored name | 
bands that primarily draw ’em to 
this Harlem house, the management 
has fallen short in picking a local 
crew, Al Cooper’s Savoy Ballroom- 
ers, to head the show. j 

Cooper’s is the type of orchestra | 


and his connections with the show. | that’s okay for stompin’ at the Savoy | 
It’s overlong, and only a first-night but as a stage unit it hasn’t the 
audience could have received it as| qualifying earmarks. While the ag- 
kindly as this one did. Then follows | gregation is a possible draw for the 
Glen Pope, magician, with more talk. | Harlemites, there’s the white audi- 
He gabs about the stunts he has/ence to be considered. The house 
performed before European royalty | draws a host of them, particularly 
and then, in order to demonstrate his Saturday nights, when upwards of 
pipe trick, walks down into the audi- | 75% are whites. To this crowd the 
ence and leaves the stage entirely |Cooper name means little. 
empty. It gives the customers a|_ Manner of presentation is wanting | 
chance to siudy the blue traveler,|this week, too. An m.c. seems to 


but doesn’t help the entertainment 
pace. His subseauent cigaret and 
thimble sleight-of-hand is good, as is 
the encore clothes-snatching bit with 
a femme assist. Pope is young and 
personable, but that audience stroll 
is a stage wait. Some comedy cross- 
fre with Fay at the bows is also a 
ull. 

Avis Andrews is a nice colored 
singer, but her selection of songs, 
with the exception of ‘Begin the Be- 
guine,’ could be better. She ap- 
peared handienv=-7 bv a cold at the 
first show. Then Fay brings on four 
girls from the Chester Hale line for 


a debutante comedy routine that! 


misses fire, chief!y because the girls 
can’t talk. It’s an appropriate cue, 
however. for the first of the line’s 
two routines in the show. This one 
is a neat top hat-tails prance on toes. 
In the second half they click with a 
fan routine dc_e in black, svelte eve- 
ning gowns. Helen Leitche is the 
soloist, and excellent. 

Show’s first real comedy comes 
with Smith and Dale’s familiar ‘Dr. 
Kronkheit’ bit, their trademark for 
years and a never-failing howl. That 
the audience was starved for comedy 
may have been a factor in S. & D. 
tieing up the show the way they did, 


_ but the laugh response they achieved 


was legitimately deserved. They 
give the show a definite lift, but the 
subsequent harmony singing of the 
Merry-Macs, a_ feature 


back into the trouvh. Three Mc- 
Michael brothers and Helen Carroll 


be the prime need since the turns 
are on and off without much pac- 
ing. Then again there’s the matter 
of those grips: they can easily be 
seen by the audience as they ply 
their duties back of the band stand 
despite attempts to conceal them- 
selves, 

The house line is back after being 
off for one week. Modene Jones, 
girl contortionist, works hard but 
lacks the pro touch. She’s seem- 
ingly just a filler, which is poor 
booking, as is Buddy Saunders, 
white mandolinist-singer, who’s ob- 
viously in a strange setting and 
doesn’t hurdle the disadvantage. He’s 
the only white act on the card. 








| icissers. Lack pro finish in a MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘A Wedding Rhyme,’ produced by 
Russell Markert; M. H. Symph _ di- 
rected by Erno Rapee; Glee Club 
Ballet, Rockettes, Sara Ann McCabe, 
Dean Murphy & Ted Lester; ‘Stage- 
coach’ (UA), reviewed in VARIETY, 
Feb. 8, '39. 

With cowboys ‘n’ Indians gallop- 
ing across the screen this sesh, the 
Musie Hall, by way of contrast, turns 
to lavender and old lace for its stage 
show. Tagged ‘A Wedding Rhyme, 
the production is better suited to 
June balm than roughriders. 





Aside from the standard stage at- | 


tractions, ballet, glee club and Rock- 
ettes, two acts have been inserted 
into the production. They are Dean 
Murphy, mimic, and Ted Lester, who 


pulls all sorts of musical instruments | 


from his opera cape and plays them. 
As usual at Radio City, 
affair cries for a touch of comedy 
and the single 
routine by the Rockettes. 

Opener is Sara Ann McCabe, seat- 


ed in a boudoir-like setting in a side | 


niche, singing ‘Something Old, Some- 
thing New. Something Borrowed, 
Something Blue’. She’s a looker, has 
a nice voice and a good tune to sell. 
She introes the chorus in a scene 
tabbed ‘Something Old’. Group is 
colorfully dressed in the manner of 
a past era and placed in an old- 
fashioned parlor. Open with ‘All 
Through the Night’ and then, curi- 


ously enough, go into a version of | 


‘Heigh-ho’ from ‘Snow White.’ Tunes 
have some native portions that are 


similar, but the audience can hardly | 


be expected to appreciate that, and 


it’s out of character. | 
Miss McCabe’s boudoir is relighted 
while she sings ‘Something New’. 


The ballet follows in a striking set- 
ting, but instead of going into the 
modern routine expected, they do a 
Javanese-like number to Oriental 
music. 

It’s Miss McCabe again to keynote 
‘Something Borrowed’. The tag’s not 
bad here, because 
personalities. Murphy’s 


an oke 


on shot on the backdrop, but he 

does all the standard carbons, and 

they are beginning to wear badly. 
‘Something Blue’ brings Miss Mc- 


the whole 


standout is the sole | 


recognizable. It’s great for the 
cats, but puzzling to the majority of 
the auditors. Hampton is spark plug 
| of both trio and quartet, giving the 
beat and working hard on animated 
| improvising at both drums and vi- 
braphone. , 
Biz good at third 
with standees in lobby. 


| being 


show Friday, 
Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
Outstanding subject of this week’s 
bill is the new Pope. While the 


| actual election and the current hap- 
'penings in Vatican City could not 
be brought to New York in time for 
current showing, the newsreels have 
achieved a remarkably inclusive and 
cogent coverage via the 
Fox has trotted out a variety of 
| scenes of the Vatican and Rome dur- 
ing different ceremonies. 
|last-minute flash clip was added 
Thursday night (2), a few hours 
jafter the election of Cardinal Pa- 
celli. Shows the new Pontiff during 
his visit to the U. S. plus participa- 
{tion in various rites in Rome. Much 
more alive than most such library 
revivals. 

Fox contributes a vivid clip of air 
|raids in China, showing planes tak- 


ping their bombs. This 
highlighted by shots taken from the 
bombers themselves as they drop 
the missiles. Explosions below are 
dramatically caught. 


| Viction, showing the defendant leav- 
ing court after the verdict, but not 
affording much of a look at him, and 
then a brief spiel by Dewey. 


more (Fox) after a trip from the 
| Coast gives a fair idea of the ship’s 
| size, but would be much more ef- 
| fective if a closeup were included to 
| highlight 
|giant ship and an ordinary plane. 
Paramount supplies aé_ clip 
;scenes from the WPA ‘Swing Mi- 
kado,’ of timely interest. Same out- 


the borrower is | fit also offers a bit on the birthday 
|Dean Murphy in imitations of film | of 


the tiny Italian prince, easily 
| topping the artificiality of most roy- 


That b.o.| mimic and is aided considerably by | alty scenes. 
the stills of the person he’s working | 


Other better-than-average clips 
|include an auto race on ice (Uni- 
| versal), wreckage after a North 
|Carolina tornado’ (Fox), smashed 
street car in Roxbury, Mass. (U); 


Cabe out of her cubby hole onto | Glenn Cunningham winning a 1,500- 


midstage. 
Club, made up of 20 males in morn- 
ing clothes, in a reprise. Then they 
step back, the ballet comes out, and 
with them Ted Lester. Lester, who 
recently comvleted a tour with Ben- 
ny Davis’ ‘Stardust Revue,’ has <¢ 
smart turn. Garbed in tophat and 
evening clothes, he _ brings 
fiddle, clarinet, saxophone, harmon- 
ica and a flock of other instruments, 
doing a short bit on each. 

The Rockettes follow in one of 
their swell precision turns. It easily | 
scores the most audible click in the | 
proceedings. Entire company ap-| 
pears for the reprise finale. 

The house was fairly well-filled 


opening night. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 4. 
Benny Goodman orch, Eunice 
Healy, Walter Dare Wahl, Martha 





| Tilton, Lionel Hampton, Ziggy El- 


man; 


‘Secret Service of the Air’ 
(WB). 





It’s strictly a session for the cats 
with Benny Goodman providing 59 
minutes of solid sending on the stage. 
With the band divided into four 
trumpet, four sax, two trombone and 
four-piece rhythm sections, accent is 
on rhythm from the start, and gates 
have audience swinging along with 
them all the way. During many of 
the tunes, band sticks to melody for 
chorus or so, then takes off into un- 
recognizable jam, getting back to 
melody once more for the finish. 
Those tunes which may be recog- 
nized from start to finish are liked 
best by the ickeys in this town, but 
the jamming also seems to have its 
followers, with many of the jitter- 
bugs going out of this world during 
performance, 

Only two extra acts are present on 
stage, Eunice Healy doing a nifty 
tap routine in eye-filling costume 
shortly after opening, and Walter 
Dare Wahl, appearing in a two-man 
team of familiar acro comedy mix- 
ups. The rest of the time is given 





Chuck and Chuckles, the gaudily 
costumed tapsters, are smash, while 
little Jean Starr dances and sings 
| pleasantly. 
| Cooper’s band is nine pieces on 
| the stage, but when it plavs for the 
| first half of the bill, in the pit, it 
jincludes three more men, as re- 
|}ouired by the musicians’ union. 
Cooper occupies an unobtrusive spot 
as one of the saxers on the stand. 
Rudy Williams, unbilled saxer, gar- 
ners the gravy with his hot solo 
licks. 

For a headliner there’s Pegleg 
Bates, the one-legged dancer, who 
is surprisingly agile despite the 
handicap. But the pat‘er buildup to 
his dancing could best be eliminated. 

Delores Brown, singer, opens 





+ of Fred|slowly with her torchers but only | 2nd Soul.’ 
Allen’s radio program, drops it right| when she swings out does she click, | to vibraphone, while drummer re- | 


In opening sketches. George Wilt- 
| shire. Sandy Burns, George Williams 





over to music, band opening with 
‘Hold Tight,’ followed hy Ziggy El- 
| man, given the spot for some of the 
| hottest trumpet playing heard in 
these parts on ‘And the Angels Sing.’ 
| Elman is a standout on the brass 
throughout. Band hits a high spot 
on ‘One O'Clock Jump,’ followed by 
| Martha Tilton who sings ‘Deep Pur- 
| ple,” ‘Cuckoo in the Clock,’ and 
‘Hurry Home,’ effectively. Goodman 
| takes off for a solo flight on ‘Sing 
Sing Sing,’ bringing cheers from the 
| more rabid swing fans. 
| Lionel Hampton comes on to take 
over the skins, joining Jess Stacey at 
| the mothbox, and Coodman for some 
| hot trio work o* ‘World Is Waiting 
|for Sunrise,’ following with ‘Body 
Hampton then transfers 


| turns to make it a quartet, jamming 
| out a strictly swirs tune. Eneore 


dispense a nice singing interlude and | and Vivian Harris borrow some stuff | with “Flat Foot Flovgee,’ with ‘Don’t 


don’t seem to miss the mike for tone. 
but they are as stationary as if an 
amplifier was staring into their 


|from burley, none too good, particu- | 


|larly because of the indigo. and also 
| because the material is old. 


Be That Way’ for begoff. 
Quartet work is strictly swingaroo 
with only few bars of tunes played 


She’s backed by the Glee | metre run (U), and Paramount and 


Pathe clips of the amateurs punch- 
| ing each other in the Golden Gloves 
| bouts to increase newspaper circu- 
| lation. 

| Most of the balance 
|assortment of 
| subjects. 


e is the usual 
novelties and staged 
Hobe. 


forth | en 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 4. 
Toy & Wing, Ed Rickert, Britt 
Wood, Pepito, Mitzi Green, Novak & 
Fay, Audrey Corley’s Batoneers (6), 
Al Kvale orch; ‘New York Sleeps’ 
(20th). 





House gives its customers plenty 
of bargain for their money, both in 
volume and in entertainment. Head- 
lining the current bill is Mitzi Green, 
a grown-up performer who some- 
| what unwisely is endeavoring to for- 
| get the stuff that made her a click 

when she was a youngster. She is 
‘a splendid performer basically, 
which she proves with her comedy 
material and her clever impersona- 











libraries. | 


Then a} 


ing off, then flying over and drop- | 
series is | 


Pathe clip deals with the Hines con- | 


Landing of the Clipper at Balti- | 


the contrast between the | 


of | 


——. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Milton Berle, Mary Jane Walsh, 
Five Jansleys, Joe Morrison, The 
Smart Set; ‘The Shining Hour 
(M-G). 





Plenty of laughs this week in the 
Loew top spot, Milton Berle being 
on hand again, and Friday night it 
seemed like he had his gang with 
him. Big house in for the final stage 
show. 

There are comparatively few peo- 
| ple on the bill, for there is much of 
| Berle during the 65 minutes. Per- 
haps the comic is working more in- 
tensely trying to forget that five G’s 
he dumped into ‘Off to Buffalo,’ a le- 
git show that stopped fast. Anyhow 
| he is recouping on the coin by this 
engagement alone, and he made no 
mention of the flopperoo. 

Berle is using a trailer as m.c. for 
his emceeing. He goes into a lyric 
that might be called ‘Roosevelt, La 
Guardia and Me.’ Part of the mel- 
ody is from ‘Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Jones,’ the standout number from 
Max Gordon’s revue, ‘Sing Out the 
News,’ the fall tenant at the Music 
Box. 

There is more from ‘News’, 
hand is Mary Jane Walsh (New 
Acts) one of two warblers in the 
current Berle assemblage. Comic an- 
nounced Miss Walsh would sing the 
| ‘Jones’ number, which he claimed 
she introduced in the legiter. That 
|is incorrect, ‘Jones’ having been a 
colored ensemble affair that high- 
lighted the show. 
| The Five Jansleys risley turn is 
;made into one of the best laugh in- 
|terludes of the Berle gang. The 
|pedal acrobats have been going in 
|for comedy for some time on night 
club floors and that element is as 
|important as their feats, if not more 

Berle in playing stooge and 
| clowning with the comparatively tiny 





for on 


| SO, 


| top-mounters, had the house bub- 
| bling in good humor. 
Before Berle went into his get- 


away stuff he brought on Joe Mor- 
rison, young baritone, who clicked 
strongly. Lad started with ‘Begin’ 
and followed with ‘Deep in a Dream,’ 
finishing with his standard ‘The Last 
Roundup.’ For an encore Morrison 
gives ‘I Have Eyes,’ the comic clown- 
ing throughout, this time mostly 
leading the orchestra in the pit. 

Berle did not introduce the first 
act, apparently forgetting the bill- 
ing. Turn is the Smart Set, a double 
quartette of dancers. They start with 
an acrobatic waltz and finale with 
adagio. Routine is cut because of 
| the show’s running time (which also 
is the reason for dropping Al Gor- 
don and his Rocketeers, dog act. 
Gordon goes in tomorrow (Thurs- 
|day) due to accident to act of Har- 
ris Twins and Loretta.) 

Berle leaves ’em laughing with a 
| parodied medley and no mention 
|of Hollywood. lbee. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, March 2. 
The Smoothies (3), Herman Hyde 
and Thelma Lee, Don Rice, Four 
Novas, Saul Grauman Company (5), 
Eddie Rosenwald house orch; ‘Spy 
|Ring’ (Col) and ‘Silver on Sage’ 
| (Par). 








One of the best stage shows here 
this season brings in a quota of good 
| comedy, hoofing, and action. Fea- 
| tured act is the Smoothies, talented 


tions of Fannie Brice, etc. But she | swing trio that socks with swell ar- 
does not fit in with any straight|rangements ef such pops as ‘Um- 
warbling of such numbers as ‘Get; brella Man,’ ‘Cowhand,’ ‘F.D.R. 
Out of Town’. Miss Green has a| Jones’ and ‘Hold Tight.’ ‘Jones’ is 
natural gift for camedy, and that!a good encore, but ‘Tight’ sounded 


should be the foundation of her 
routines, 

Toy and Wing, Chinese dance team, 
open cleanly and to the point. Make 
a fine appearance and clip through 
with a highly pleasing ballroom and 
hoofing routine. - Can play almost 
anywhere to guaranteed results. Ed 
Rickert brings back the shadowgraph 
to the variety stage, but his hand- 
shadow stuff is only so-so. Slow 
and skimpily routined. Act needs 
polish and considerable revamping. 

Through the years Britt Wood re- 
tains a great stage personality and 
a solid sense of showmanship. His 
talk is rather dated and could be 
brightened up considerably for pres- 
ent-day usage; but the harmonica 
playing is still surefire, as is Wood's 
shrewd handling of the audience. 
Had to encore and speech away. 
Also registering solidly is Pepito, 
the clown. Gives ’em a smattering 
of everything from acrobatics to 
juggling and vocalizing, mixed in 
with regulation clown comedy. Good 
variety stuff. 

Another click provided by Novak 
and Fay with their burlesque hand- 
to-hand work. 
rolling and also had to plead away. 
| For the finale, six young Batoneers 
give a bit of sight flash, but mean 
nothing in entertainment on their 
baton-twirlers. Too much repetition 
and no sense of routine. It isn’t an 
act, but merely a little novelty stunt 
that doesn't quite come off. 

Kvale continues as m.c., and man- 
ages to keep the audience well in 
hand, though he is beginning to 
streteh out his announcements. 

Business fine at the supper show 
Friday (3). Gold 





Had the audience | 


like their best offering, when caught. 
Two boys and a gal sell their stuff 
solidly. 

Herman Hyde, an old fave around 
here, is currently working with 
Thelma Lee, who replaces Sally 
Burrill (his wife and regular part- 
ner), very capably. In addition to 
some of the familiar dizzy musical 
instruments displayed here on previ- 
Ous occasions, Hyde brings in a very 
seedy harp, with loose strings, a 
stuffed squirrel, and a mess of stuff 
hidden in the butt end of the thing. 
Another new fillip to the Hyde act 
is a gag of raising his partner's skirt 
by a hidden string, and another one 
on his own pants. 7 

Saul Grauman’s ‘musical Staira- 
tone’ provides a good flash finish for 
this show. After some preliminary 
tapping by the four girls (and a sen- 
sational acro specialty by triple- 
jointed Betty Jane Walters), Grau- 
man and his partners tap up and 
down a musical staircase, punctu- 
lating the orchestral background 
with single notes and chords from 
|an electrical bell-ringing device atop 
| the stairs. Good novelty. 

Four Novas, differing from other 
teeter board acts in that it has three 
| women and one man. open the Dill 
'with some gasp-getting dives and 
| somersaults. One of the women acts 
| as groundman, and added interest 1s 
|found in the fact that one of the 
| top girls is quite tall. 

| Don Rice, in his single turn, un- 
'corks some oft-heard gags, and good 


impersonations of 





Roosevelt and 


| Mussolini; but as an m.c. he misses. 
Criticizing a morning audience for 
| being cold, during most of his In- 
troductions, became tiresome. For. 
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Will Osborne orch (17), Lynn! off. me Baltimore, March 4. “pg aha har Negi mir lv Sg a Rit. iG 


Davis, Dick Rogers, Milt Herth Trio, 
Gloria Rich, Sheila Barret; ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughier’ (WB). 


Combination of Osborne and the 
rest of this bill is one of the best 
the Strand has offered since bring- 
ing on the stage policy. House's 
booker has lined up a tight, swiftly 
paced hour that almost never lets, 
up in entertainment qualities. Com-|! 
bined with the much _ discussed 
‘Darling Daughter,’ it should acquit 
itself plentifully. 

Osborne aggi 


egation hasn't exact- 


ly been overlooked in the band 
sweepstakes, but heretofore quite a 
bit of the prestige it enjoyed wa 
based on the leader’s vocal ability 
Here it’s r ‘sed, with the stick 
sv ner co! I ] lf to 1 
qu tonsil LIi€ one { 
styled, and ] ing 1 Ll te 
l I ! ng tl i e 4 t 
ou which lend themselves well 
to stage presentatior 

Serewball informality, led by the 
dendpan humor and comical herd- 
riding over the antics of the band 


with an excel- 
calist and punchy pi- 


by Osborne, coupled 
lent femme \ 
\- 


anist Dick Rogers, pyramid giggle 
upon giggle. jand lacks little in- 
strumentally, but not much can be 
said about that phase as it gets little 
opportunity for legit sending. How 
ever, in one or two of the early 


the drums overshadow rest | 
Osborne features a ‘slide 
technique that’s different! 


numbers, 
of crew. 
trombone 


but not sufficiently so to label it a 
very distinctive style. Uses minia- 
ture trombones built like trumpets 
occasionally to further the ‘glisten.’ 

Lynn Davis handles the vocals 
and across in two numbers which 


earn her a response seldom accorded 
band vocalists. Does the current 
‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy’ and 
‘Devil and Deep Blue Sea.’ She's 
an asset to the crew not only from 
the tune delivery angle, but also) 
from appearance. 

Osborne waits until late to spring} 


Dick Rogers on an_ unsuspecting 
house. He bangs a second piano. | 


Whether he’s in for his pianology or | 
comedy isn’t apparent, but he sells, 
his whacky bits in a manner that | 
stops the show. Starts off slowly| 
with a vocal of ‘Hold Tight’ and has | 
customers in a prolonged laugh state 
before capping with ‘Dinah,’ deliv- 
ered in various accents. His exub-| 
erance helps plenty. | 

Milt Herth Trio clicks big and is 
a standout contribution. Herth and} 
his electric organ come up out of 
the pit while the drum and piano 
come out of the wings, all situated | 
to the left of the stage. Not as ad- 
vantageous as center, but necessary 
here. Herth’s a master of the in- 
strument, nis intentionally spotlight- 
ed work on the pedal keys being 
instantly appreciated. Dick Ridgely 
on the drums and Frank Froeba at 
piano stand out in breaks, and com- 
bined three are a plenty rhythmic 
combo. 


Sheila Barrett also goes big once 
she gets past her ‘Goody Goody’ 
number. Latter is tepid and could 
be forgotten without much effort. 
Impression of a southern belle in a| 
Florida nitery acquiring a slow jag, | 
dropping down the scale from mar-| 
tini to corn likker is funny, but that 
is in turn topped by an alternated | 
impression of W. C. Fields and Fan- | 
nie Brice doing imaginary scenes as 
Rhett Butler and Scarlett O’Hara 
respectively. Gets her off to a salvo. 

Osborne fades the hour with his 
at times too vindictive imitations of 
other bands. One is Shep Fields 
(not named) and his ‘Cripply 
Rhythm.’ Too sharp. Guy Lombardo 
and Clyde McCoy bits are well done. 
Bit is reminiscent of Milt Britton 
style of skuliduggery without break- 
age, crew members arguing and| 
Slapping each other. 


ROXY, ATLANTA 


Atlanta, March 5. , 

Gae Foster house line (16), Fox| 
Harris, Don Francisco, Ward & Van, | 
Ray Hamilton, Barr & Estes, Mike | 
Segal’s house band (11); ‘A Man to) 
Remember’ (RKO). 


There’s plenty of talent in this 
show, standard acts being worked 
into three exceptionally well done | 
routines by Roxvettes for a show 
that moves through its 50 
minutes, including overture of love 
songs by house band, featuring sing- 
ing of ‘Without a Song,’ by masked 
usher, Fox Harris. 

Roxyettes get things going with 
a lunchbox number done to ‘Where | 
Do You Worka, John.” Femmes are 
garbed in flashy overalls and there's 
scaffolding on stage, girls doing a lot 
of hammering and sawing during 
routine. Stage is all set for Dan 
Francisco’s tight-wire act and girls 
pose as he stumbles down stairs to 
do his turn. Wire-walker does eight 
minutes, never leaving wire, to fine 
results. 


swiftly 


Tony Ward, harpist, and Angelo 
Van, violinist, follow with their 
comedy and music. They clown | 


through ‘A Tisket, A-Tasket’ and | 


Flame scarf dance by Roxyettes, 
featuring Joan Wells, line captain, 
Berdi Shaw, Norma Duss and Aileen 
Jordan, clicked, with variegated 
lighting rating an extra mention. 
Done to ‘Night and Day’ and effec- 


tive. 

Kay Hamilton, swing singer, also 
scores, Femme. peppery and per- 
sonable, sings ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ ‘O] 
Man River,’ and ‘Hold Tizht’ and 
reiurns to encore with ‘Old Man 
Mose.’ 

Next to close off ring is Leonard 


Barr and Virginia Estes in a ng 


and dance tu Man works in one 
to do his stiff legged comic dance 
and is joined by femme, attired in 
fi hy ‘een lk flow ng d for 
eB T C e tan and | ) 
) ) con 1 ; 
) t i] <7 
’ ( i ] 
’ ™ 
Roxvet a ) p bv girls in 
i l ie I ri is attire a 1 
Nn y do ; 

] at oj r Sunday was off, no 
CO t, to snrin weather ou rs 
and Lent, since this show stacks up 
well alongside of others that have 
packed ‘em into this house. 

Li ce. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 8. 
Artie Shaw orch (15), Robert Wil- 


y 


Lams & Red Dust, Craiq & Richards 
Helen Forrest, To ‘y Pastor; ‘Paris 
Hion moon’ (Par) 

Artie Shaw’s the Cinderella man 


in the band biz so tar as Pittsburgh 
is concerned. Summer before last, 
he launched his present band here 
at Willows, one of the town’s rank- 
ing warm-weather snots. Got over 
just so-so, dance mob complaining 
arrangements were too brassy. ‘To- 


day they’re swooning in the aisles, 


at the same type of music, proving 
what a rep will do. 

True, there’s been some improve- 
ment since the Willows episode in 
the outfit, but now, just as then, chie 
feature is Shaw himself with that 
blazing clarinet. That’s something 
Shaw’s always had, only he’s capital- 
izing On it more. Too much, it 
seems, occasionally. He’s doing 
those sizzling hallelujahs and molten 
hosannahs practically every number 
throughout the hour session. Better 
showmanship would be to give ’em 
less and make ’em want more. 

It should be a b.o. panic at the 
Stanley this week. First time in al- 
most a year the management thought 
it necessary to stick in five shows 
opening day. This foresight was 
vindicated when the ropes were up 
for noon opener. House stuck in a 
neat screen assist, too, in ‘Paris 
Honeymoon’, (Par), figuring Bing 
Crosby would hold up the night biz 
when jitterbugs go into temporary 
retirement. Opening afternoon the 
swing salaamers were going through 
the eenie-meenie-minie-mo of ecstasy, 
rocking the balcony and yelling so 
wildly Shaw’s announcements as 
m.c, fell on deaf ears. Didn’t faze 
him in the least, however, and he 
kept the show going at a dizzy clip 
just the same, shooting directly from 
one number to another and cutting 
right into the middle of the palm- 
pounding. Good thing, too, for had 
he hesitated a moment, Shaw would 
have been lost and layout would 
pore consumed at least time 
1alf, 


Shaw’s crew is one of the hardest- | 


working around. Boys don’t let up 
for a moment, no doubt taking their 
cue from Shaw, who’s a trojan for 
lip-work. 

Vocals are handled by Helen For- 
rest and saxist, Tony Pastor, latter 
socko with his yeah-man version of 
‘Indian Love Call.’ It’s one of 
Shaw’s best recordings and crowd 
apparently knew it, for the first bars 
had the day-time payees in a dither. 
Miss Forrest only fair on the pipes. 
but Shaw helps her over with hi 


Ss 
clarinet interpolations during gal’s 
three numbers, ‘Deep Purple,’ ‘I 


Cried for You’ and ‘Old Folks.’ 
_ Layout also carries two acts. 
is Craig and Richards, couple of 
hoofers with more energy than tal- 
ent. First routine’s supposed to be 
a fast tap, but clicks against the 


hardwood are drowned out by the| 


brass. Shag 
Other turn is 
the dog, Red 
liams 

too hard on his own, however, for 
laughs these days, and might relax 
just a bit. 

For finale, Shaw and the drummer 
team up for a two-man jam 
with an international medley, ring- 
ing the bell all the way on an eight- 


encore just average. 
tobert Williams, with 
Dust. Over big. Wil- 


session 


minute marathon. Arrangements are | 


scored smartly with an eye to Shaw’s 
own clarinet wizardry, with 


by a wide margin. 
Stanley’s turning ’em over fast, 


giving ’em only Shaw, the pic, an 
abbreviated newsreel and the trailer 


on Benny Goodman, who follows his | 


Swing rival. Applause for the Good- 

man announcement heavy, proving 

swing clan is obviously legion. 
Cohen. 


and a| 


seems to be working a little} 


that | 
socko ‘Begin’ still leading the field | 


Vincent Lonez orch (14), Abbott 
& Costello, Patricia Ellis, Betiy Hut- 
ton, Danny Grayson, Nick 
Dick Wharton, Johiuny Morris; 
‘Beauty for the Asking’ (RKO). 


> 


One of best stage lineuns here in 
veeks, Vincent Lopez is back a¢ain 
with a supporting combo 14, plus 
such interpolated speciaities as 
bott and Costello, Patiicia . Ellis, 
Betty Hutton and Danny Grayson. 

ings the bell in lusty style with 


oO. re sjonse eat ily yh) acioryv. 


‘ ° 
WC CKD, 


Vet bandsman ha aken ona bit of 


Another 


original by band, ‘Napo- 


leon Bonaparte,’ employs all solo 
cl airs and C¢ ts into the sroove. 
Wisely selected change of pace of 
ers a nieasantly blended medley of 
"WE > Purple,’ with Nick Pisani han- 

l ‘Beautiful Baby’ 
and ‘Thanks For Everything’ with 
Dick Wharton puiting down the gui- 
tar for a pleasing vocal. 

Abbott and Costello, 
here, whip out a bagful of laughs 
with their well-timed routine of 

ags, to tie matters up with a beg 
off speech. Comics have taken on 
considerable stature since their first 
appearance here some years’ back 
which attracted radio attention and 
subsequent step-up to important 
recognition. Would make hard spot 
to follow, ordinarily, but Lopez 
wisely takes hold with his session at 
the ivories, solid throughout. 

Betty Hutton, blond swingeroo of 
the band. follows with hectic rendi- 
tion of ‘Old Man Mose’ and ‘Hold 
i Tight,’ giving the jitterbugs present 
a Roman holiday and herself a stren- 
uous workout. 

Biz on-show caught 
very big. 


ga nice fiddle: 


(Saturday) 
Burm. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 5. 
Bill Robinson, Louis Armstrong 
orch, Midge Williams, Sunny Woods, 
‘Spoons’ Brown, Tim & Freddie, Sam 
Kaplan house band; ‘Sky Pirate’ 
(Mono). 








Put two and two together and you 
get four. Put Bill Robinson and the 
Louis Armstrong unit on the same 
bill and you get a bell ringer. That’s 
why the customers have been filing 
in at the State this week. Show 
opened Wednesday (1) with the 
largest number of payees in attend- 
ance at that house in recent years 
for an opening day. Continued 
strong throughout the week ending 
tonight (Sunday) with a gross of 
$12,150 for the five days which isa 
|runner up to the house record set 
by Kay Kyser last month. The di- 
| vertissement is solid and well paced. 
| Tee-off is the Armstrong unit (14) 
swinging out in several of their best 
recordings. Stick swisher makes his 
appearance after the band has prac- 
tically completed one number. _ 

Armstrong doesn’t depend entire- 





torrid trumpeting to make the pa- 





of that instrument. 
the visual also, notably with a white 





over which is a crown. 

First specialty is ‘Spoons’ Brown, 
who does nicely with a pair of 
spoons with which he simutates tap- 
| dancing effects. Midge Williams, 
| Armstrongs’ songster, spotted next. 
Sells herself with ‘What 
Got That Gets Me,’ ‘ifeart Belongs to 
Daddy’ and ‘I Cried for You.’ 

Tim and Freddie, attired in yellow 
jand green suits and wearing red 
shoes, whack out solidly with com- 
edy tap dancing. Duo starts out with 
I and ends up with chal 
work. Next is Sonny Woods, band’s 
|; other chirper, registers with ‘Get 
| Out of Town,’ and a medley of ‘My 
| Own’ and *You’re My Everything.’ 
Robinson in the next to closing 


yatter 


lenge 


spot has everything under control 
with his gags and terping. Former 


have been heard before, but still reg- 
iste?. 

He opens with a soft shoe number 
ar ' then follows with his usual rou- 
tine. Demonstrates that he is 
as agile as ever, despite his advanc- 
ing years. On Tuesday and Friday 
shows he was forced to delete stren- 


had hurt his recently operated on 

knee after an attempted attack on 

him Wednesday (story elsewhere). 
Band is in the groove with ‘Shad- 


Pisani, | 


Ab-} 





standards 


ly on the auditory responses to his | 


trons believe that he is still master | 
He goes in for | 


backdrop showing a huge trumpet | 


Have You | 


still | 


uous parts of his routine because he | 





Rag.’ In 


a latter 
band’s ins 


trumentalisis 


number the 
are sp +a Fe 


irl 
Eck. 


4} 
We 


RIVERA, B’KLYN 


Leaviit & Lockwood, Kirk & Law- 
rence, Jean Arnold, Evelyn Wilson 
Di ve Schooler & Swingheavis (16); 
|*female Fugitive’ (Mono). 

| a 


| Vaudeville in the raw and 
l 


a bygone 


elong 
day, thouch it 


ines of 


le respects a little ; > 
makes up an hour’s show ‘e 
week, with Dave Schooler and his 
rl band, billed as Swincghearts 
featured The house, a good-sized 
be, \ formerly a link in th ! 
Keith 1 e chain. It i - 
) ] Ci i 
j ) © > 
ya 40 ' 

; he Eg sc 
n e at the r l 
is, the ] has a 

ng in with his band t 

c ler replaces the ree 

e ¢ tra. He has 16 girls in 
| outfit, but the drop that’ be- 
nd them looks like a spectre from 
» past. It is a sky and moon drop, 
cheapness of which detract 
rom the otherwise okay appear , 
hooler’s girls may have to go a 

\ et to become seasoned n 
or the orchestrating leaves much to 
be desired—but they look well on 

the siage 


Musical aggregation opens in a 
rather clumsily-played number, fol- 
lowed by Jean Arnold (New Acts), 
’ 10unced as coming. from 

She does two songs at thi 
returning for another 


who is an 
the air. 
point, 
; On, 
Another band number, weil lit, in 
which the girls sing with Schooler, 


precedes the Kirk and Lawrence act. | 


| This turn, together with Leavitt and 
Lockwood, Schooler himself and 
Evelyn Wilson, all impart a tang of 
the vaude flavor of another day. It 
is a welcome tang. Doug Leavitt 
and Ruth Lockwood, assisted by 
Bert Rayburn, in particular, are 
very much the oldtime vaudeville. 

Miss Wilson, doing a singing and 
| gagging stew, is also a pleasing re- 
'lief from the more modern type of 


|entertainment. She has long been a 
| very engaging drunk turn. The 
Kirk-Lawrence combination, with 


prop horses, cleverly producing the 
effect of being on horseback, is a 
novelty that becomes somewhat 
dimmed through the poor material 
employed, the horn-tooting, etc. 
Schooler plays Second Hungarian 
Rhapsody at the piano about mid- 
way, but what his girl musicians do 
to the classic, in coming in for por- 
tions, is a pity. Enchanted forest 
number by the band is its best, while 
another along novelty lines, that gets 
good results is the arrangement un- 
der which seven different pop num- 
bers are blended. Char. 


AUDITORIUM, FRISCO 


(GOLDEN GATE EXPOSITION) 


San Francisco, March 3. 

Eddie Cantor’s ‘Camel Caravan 
Revue,’ Ann Miller, Burt Parks, Bert 
Gordon, Kay St. Germain, Sidney 
Fields, Edgar Fairchild and Adam 
Carroll; Fanchon and Marco Girls, 
Walt Roesner’s California Audito- 
| rium orchestra. 








First of the name attractions to 
play on Treasure Island at the Fair 
here, Eddie Cantor is filling a week’s 
engagement in this 3,200-seat audi- 
torium, the only fully equipped the- 
atre on the grounds. The comedian 
brings with him the cast of his radio 
program, plus several additions, do- 
ing four shows a day, with five on 
Saturday and Sunday. Each per- 
formance runs about 75 minutes. 
With the house scaled at 25, 50 and 
75 cents, box office take on the open- 
ing day (Friday) was around $3,000, 
| Jess than anticipated. However, the 
show clicked solidly with the audi- 
ence and is expected to build dur- 
| ing the rest of the week’s run. 

Opening by Roesner’s musicians 
consists of a medley of tunes from 
Cantor shows, followed by a well- 
executed can-can dance by a line of 
16 good-looking -girls in pink and 
black costumes. 

Cantor dishes out his usual type 
of comic chatter, although some of 
his gags about Rudy Vallee, whom 
he describes as one of his, best friends, 
| seem in poor taste. He includes a 
couple of his inevitable Hitler jokes, 
sings several ditties, does a turn in 
a Shirley Temple costume—blond 
curls and all—which he revives from 
a previous stage act, and winds 
up with a burst of patriotic fervor 
such as Cantor audiences have come 


to expect. He’s heckled by Sidney 
Fields as ‘Mr. Guffey,’ a dead-pan 
cynic who evokes generous laughs, 


and tops the show’s comedy with a 
rib-tickling dialogue with Bert Gor- 
don, the ‘Mad Russian,’ whose dialect 
is familiar to Cantor radio audi- 
| ences. 


edy sense in his banter with Can- 
tor, and a pleasant voice and ex- 
| cellent singing style in a solo num- 
ber and a duet with Kay St. Ger- 
|main. Miss St. Germain’s featured 
tune is ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ which she 
puts over in topnotch fashion. Her 
(Continued on page 62) 


Burt Parks displays a good com- | 


Paris, Feb. 26. 
Sandro. Carree 

nou, Henri Luap, 

Les Synchron’s 


Permane Cousins, 
s, Henriette Delan 


Dovin, 


vectacle only, Folie 39 will last 

jong as the novelty lasts une 

renal talent is shoved in 

Po v « Ll ainary sn WwW. Low flat 

price of 25 cents for afternoons and 

oo is ior even:ns can be de- 

enced on alone to save th spot. 

r the 450 seating capacity won’t 

un! convinually 

1 This po vility is ruled 
; » offering 

Credit must be given Alexandre 

: rator of spot. how: for 

| attempt in » face of the talent 

‘ ! co! nuous 

Rous youl com- 

( ! 1 show 


1 seared 


& ns, C inental act, 
i ) ~ } ’ di cre 

ne that 
old gags. 
megster 
can’t sell 
‘tie Delon- 
the same 
n! . althouch she does better than 
: in com- 
n and accordingly, gleans 


voice birt 


roIice 


Bricht not provided by the 
n ( er Henri Luap. who will go 
lac Of typi- 
1 ‘intage, he 
vn stuff, which includes 
and catchy songs. 
adio broad- 
wo song offerings also 
resister 


'| Ladmila Dorin goes through two 


balloon, the other the 
2Z type with long gloves 
jand accoutreménts. Barely fair. 
Line of six girls fills some spots 
nicely with one liner showing talent 
in acrobatic abilities. 

Smaliness of stage prevents any~- 
| thine really pretentious. Dances by 
iJ. Dalguilla, 


one 


| dans 
| old. slow ja 


| J. J sets by Buisson and 
Savignon, costumes designed by 
Jenny Carre and Freddy Wittop. 
Five-piece’ pit band batoned by 


Andre Dartigues. Hugo. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, March 5. 
Janis Wiltliciis & Coquettes orch, 
Emerald Sisters, Beutrice Howell, 
Verna Dette, Cass Daley; ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ (WB). 


Fact that this week's spectacle is 
exclusively a girl show has no ef- 





fect upon revue being swift and 
| varied. Actually, with female acro- 


bats, mimics, songbirds, hoofers and 
horn-tooters, the menu is even more 
| diversified than usual. 
| Four of line trip out before cur- 
tains to warble introduction about 
‘saying it with girls’ and Janis Wil- 
liams, in striking black satin gown, 
waves stick and self while band 
tears off ‘Razor Blade,’ joined by 
pit orch as girls come downstage for 
slow tap-and-clap routine, finishing 
strong with solo and duo special- 
ties to ‘Hold Tight.’ 

.Miss Williams introduces the 
Emerald Sisters, one in green pa- 
jamas and one in green blouse and 
skirt, who go into continuous acro- 
batic slapstick and knockabout. 
Highlights are slow-motion somer- 
sault over back of chair atop table 
and novel arm-lock bends. 

Miss Williams then brings on 
Beatrice Howell who wastes time on 
introduction about candid camera 
craze but finally gets into series of 
swell imitations of Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Edna May Oliver, Sylvia 
Sidney and Barbara Stanwyck, only 
stock choice being Garbo, poorest of 
the lot. Burlesque of Hepburn 
makes sock encore. 

Miss Williams warbles ‘I Wave My 





| Stick,’ giving bend best chance to 
ishow .off, and iticluding its only 
_production number (with phos- 


|phorescent gloves). Line on again 
with half in top hats and tails, and 
half in shoulderless gowns for smash 
precision tap to ‘Martha.’ Verna 
| Dette, whom critics discovered to be 
daughter of George Crouch, local 
| WB zone official, follows to wrap 
pleasing soprano around ‘Italian 
Street Song’ with top-hatted half of 
|line remaining grouped in back ef 
her. Encores with ‘This Can’t Be 
Love,’ line interpreting the lyrics 
| and escorting her off after fine re- 
|} ception. Miss Williams turns spot to 
drummer and quits stage as band 
tears off ‘Snake Charmer’ in which 
lady skin-beater wallops everything 
within reach throughout full nume- 
be rates three bows. 
| Cass Daley follows to obliterate 
|} everything that hes gone before with 
|hilarious murdering of ‘Spreading 
{Rhythm Around,’ ‘I Can’t Dance’ 
and swell song title parody relating 
her experiences with a gentleman’s 
wife in a cocktail lounge. Facial 
expressions, dizzy struts and rassles 
with the mike and the curtains stop 
how cold. Thank you speech. evi- 
dently straight from the heart, is let 
| down. 

Band rips into ‘Bugle Call Rag’ 
'and Verna Dette takes side mike to 
do few lines of ‘Let a Smile Be Your 


and 


Umbrella’ as line appears in cele 
lophane umbrellas, rain capes and 
| barely-legal black trunk-and-bras- 


|sier bathing suits for brief routine 
under real rain drops. 
Biz good. Craig. 
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HOLLYWOOD PREVIEW VERDICT<—A 
THRILLING “GREAT ZIEGFELD’ ON ICE! 





starring 


JOE 
p LEW AYRES 


JAMES STEWART LEW AYRES 


and “THE INTERNATIONAL ICE FOLLIES” IN TECHNICOLOR 

with Bess Ehrhardt + Roy Shipstad + Eddie Shipstad and Oscar Johnson «+ Screen Play by 

Leonard Praskins, Florence Ryerson and Edgar AllareWoolf » A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Directed by Reinhold Schunzel 4 je Produced by Harry Rapf 
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I WAS A CONVICT 
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(Continued from Page 18) 





his prison-made pals in as execs of | 


his firm. Barton MacLane, one of 
the pals, goes through a love affair 
that never quite jells to create any 
large-scale romantic interest, with 
Kolb’s daughter, Beverlv Roberts, 
Never intending to go straight, 
virtue, however, triumphs and Mac- 
Lane gets the gal and the family 
fortune. 

Latter is competent, but doesn’t 
quite have enough of the pash-boy 
in his makeup to sufficiently build 
that needed love interest. Miss Rob- 
erts, on her end, works hard, but 
gets nowhere without the right kind 





of help. Kolb looks the part he 
plays and gives a good, well-re- | 
strained portrayal. While some of 


the supporting cast is standout for 
its bad work, real shiner in the 
whole troupe is Horace MacMahon 
as one of the pals given a job. With 
his mug good for a laugh from the 
start, he exhibs quality in both 
comedy and the heavier business for 
which he is sometimes called. 

With prison pics in vogue now, 
title should not be confused with 
Mono’'s ‘I Am a Criminal’ and other 


‘ nuoiet’ liele r ] " les | 
conviet’ flicks recently released. 


NORTH OF SHANGHAI 


Columbia production and release Fea- 
tures James Craig, Betty Furr % Directed 
by D. Ross Lederman Story and scree 
play by Maurice Rapf and Harold Buch 
man camera, Franz Planer; editor, Al 
Clark At Strand, Brooklyn, dual, week of 
March 8, ‘so Running time: 59 MINS, 
Jed Howard....esese aeseoanseced James Craig 
Meten Warne cccosccccceds Betty Furness 
Jimmy Riley.....cce. rr Keve Luke 
eee ...Morgan Conway 
LT rere Joseph Danning 
Hawley. ccccccetseveceees ~-Russell Hicks 
BUC. cowcecereeessececeece Dorothy Gulliver 
BERNE + Beebe desbessees =e .- Honorable Wu 


A fair-to-middlin’ story is evolved 


from the current Sino-Jap fracas. 
Pictures Betty Furness as an ace re- 
porter in a somewhat trite news- 


paper angle, while James Craig is a 
newsreel cameraman covering the 
front. It’s for the duals, 

Tale is held back a bit by the un- 
easiness of Craig, a comparative 
newcomer. He's an in-and-outer in 
this, at times being very convincing, 
and others going to the opposite ex- 
treme. Miss Furness proves capable, 
as does Keye Luke in a straight role 
at odds with his past comedy parts 
in the Charlie Chan series. 

Direction consumes plenty footage 
getting to the point—the discovery 
and uncovering of a gang of spies 
working hand in hand with the head 
of the Shanghai office of Miss Fur- 
ness’ paper. Forced to grab a vaca- 
tion following threats aimed at her 
for breaking an important 
she and Craig meet on a boat headed 
for China, Story slips here in in- 
ferring that Craig is headed for the 
war zone, yet it isn’t till 
nears it’s destination that 
hostilities comes. Unaware of her 
newspaper affiliation, he wants to 
ship her home, but she accepts an 
assignment to cover the fracas. 

They combine with Luke, also a 
cameraman, and secret police to 
crack the spy ring. In the proceed- 
ings, Luke is killed. 

Film includes many excellent 
newsreel shots of air raids, hand-to- 
hand fighting and other aspects of 
the actual fracas now gotng on in 
the Far East. But the yarn holds 
too many implausible angles. 
entire basis of the story is at odds 
with the respective trades of the two 
leads, 

Camera work is good. 


THUNDERING WEST 


Columbia Pictures production and release. 


Stars Charles Starrett. Directed by Sam 
Nelson; screenplay, Bennett R. Cohen; 
camera, Lucien Ballard; editor, William 
Lyon; music and lIyries, Bob Nolan. At 


the Colonial, Lincoln, dual. 
56 MINS. 
BIOs idsce 


Running time: 


| Lou Appleton for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Franl 
| writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Ballard. 


VARIETY 








Advance Production Chart 


i Hollywood, Feb. 28. 
Studios are currently hitting a record stride for this time of the year, 
with 49 pictures facing the cameras, as of Feb. 24. 


Plants have passed the half-way mark in delivering product for 1938-39 





| 


Columbia 


POROEPOS v.ciecccs 40 17 3 5 

Westerns 16 9 0 : 7 * 

Serials 4 1 1 0 2 2 
_ | ee 60 27 4 8 21 21 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

“ROMANCE OF THE REDWOODS,’ produced by Wallace McDonald for 
the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Charles Vidor: no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Charles Bickford Jean 
Parker, Earl Dunn, Lloyd Hughes, Ed Laughton, John Tyrrell, Ann Shoe- 
maker, Al Bridge, Gordon Oliver. . 

‘NORTH OF THE YUKON,’ formerly titled ‘MOUNTED POLICE NO 1.’ 
produced by Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam 
Nelson; original screen play by Bennett Cohen; photographed by Ge rge 
Meehan, ' Cast: Charles Starret, Linda Winters, Bob Nolan, Sons of the 
Pioneers, Robert Fiske, Vernon Steele, Eddie Cobb, Dick Botiller, Tom 
London, Lane Chandler, James Millican, Hal Taliaferro. Ed Brady ‘Harry 
Cording. ~ a : 

‘FIRST OFFENDERS,’ formerly titled ‘FIRST OFFENDER,’ produced by 
x McDonald; no 

‘, ° Te = 
Abel, Beverly Roberts, replacing Rita Toa ho 
Meredith, Robert Sterling, John Tyrrell. 

‘MY SON IS A CRIMINAL,’ formerly titled ‘RACKETEERS,’ produced 
by Wallace MacDonald; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.: n 
released; photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: 
Wells, Joseph King, Gordon Oliver. Willard Robertson, John Tyrell, Ed 
Fetherston, Dick Curtis, Harry Strang, Joseph Caits, Eddie Laughton, 
George Taylor, Stanley Brown, Frank Mills, Joe Harmon. James Millican, 
Frank O'Connor, Ed Cobb, Kernan Crips, Robert Walker, E. L. Dale, Art 


Hayworth, Johnny 


writing credits 
Alan Baxter, Jacqueline 


| Dupuis, Al Ferguson, Ky Robinson, Sam Ash, Al Herman, Forbes Murray, 





| Grant, 
| man, Donald Barry, Noah Beery, Jr., Anthony 


the boat | 
news of | 


The | 


| 


TYUTCrEL Tiere Charles Starrett 
Pe PP ee -Iris Meredith | 
yi eee ee peavaeed ....-Hank Bell 
EE <a eee ree Dick Curtis 
ber cate sc es. he UGu dbaied Bob Nolan 
ORs 64% ee tbadkasexe ne ;.Robert Fiske 
oe igh CELLS CREE Ee Edward Te Saint 
PNR o ccedbeawven eekecune Hal Taliaferro 


Sons of the Pioneers 





| photographed by Charles Van Enger. 


Snatching an outlaw from his band | 


of renegades and making him sheriff 
to turn on his former mates frames 


the background for this latest 
Charles Starrett, horsey harum- 
scarums. It’s a good one. 


Sons of the Pioneer bang out some | 


rustic music, all authored by Bob 
Nolan, whose ‘Tumbling Tumble- 
weed’ tune still themes the series. 
Starrett’s performance is okay as a 
slightly bewildered gun-toter who 
finds himself protecting 
from the boys he used to split with. 
Film does not make him an Adonis, 


the gold | 


most of the footage showing a three- | 


day growth shadowing his face. 
Femme side is well taken care of 
by Iris Meredith, who has been the 
love interest in all the Starrett 
sagers. The camera finally does right 
by her. Dick Curtis is the neighbor- 
hood renegade; Hank Bell is Star- 
rett’s sourdough sidekick: Edward 
Le Saint the kindly judge, and Hal 
Taliaferro the Wells Fargo rep. All 
ire up to par. Barn. 


| Villegas, 
seandal, | 


Edward Hearn. 

‘THE LADY AND THE MOB,’ formerly titled ‘MRS. LEONARD MIS- 
BEHAVES,’ formerly titled ‘OLD MRS. LEONARD AND HER MACHINE 
GUNS,’ produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by Ben Stoloff; screen play 
by Richard Maibaum and Gertrude Purcell; original by George Brad- 
shaw and Price Day; photographed by John Stumar. Cast: Fay Bainter, 
Ida Lupino, Lee Bowman, Warren Hymer, Joe Caits, Tommy Mack, Jim 
Toney, Joe Sawyer, Tommy Dugan, Forbes Murray, Henry Armetta, Olaf 
Hytten, Harold Huber. , 

‘OUTSIDE THESE WALLS,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Bris- 
kin unit; directed by Ray McCarey; no writing credits released: photo- 
graphed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Dolores Costello, Michael Whalen, Vir- 
ginia Weidler, Don Beddoe, Charles Halton, Selmer Jackson, Dick Curtis, 
John Tyrell, Pierre Watkin, Robert Emmett Keane, Tommy Bupp, Joe 
Devlin, Stymie Beard, Jimmie Campbell, Joe Cunningham, William Searby, 
Walter Merrill, Allen Matthews, Eddie Laughton. 

‘THE LAW COMES TO TEXAS,’ formerly titled ‘FIRST RANGER,’ pro- 
duced by Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph Levering: original screen 
play by Nate Getzert; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Bill 
Elliott, Veda Ann Borg, Bud Osbourne, Charles Whittaker, Leon Beaumon, 
Paul Everton, Charles King. 

‘PRAIRIE NIGHTS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker for the Irving 
kin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits 
photographed by Allen Seigler. Cast: Charles Starrett. Iris Meredith. Dick 
Curtis, Bob Nolan, Sons of the Pioneers, Hank Bell, Edward Le Saint. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 

‘PLANE NO. 4,’ produced and directed by Howard Hawks: 
credits released; photographed by Joseph Walker. Cast: 
Richard Barthelmess, Rita Hayworth, Thomas 


Bris- 


released; 


no writing 
Jean Arthur, Cary 
Mitchell, Sig Ru- 
Quinn, Allyn Joslyn, Vic- 
tor Kilian, Milissa Sierra, Pat West, John Carroll, Charles Moore, Sam 
Tong, Frank Puglia, Inez Palange, Pedro Regas, Manuel Maciste, Lucio 
3udd Fine. Francisco Moran, Victor Travers, Wilson Benge, Jack 
Lowe, Tex Higginson, Vernon Dent, Pat Flaherty. replacing Frank Mar- 
lowe, Enricas Acosta, Raoul Lechuga, Dick Bottiler, Harry Bailey, Amora 
Navarro, Tessie Murray. 

‘BLIND ALLEY,’ produced by Fred Kohlmar: directed by Charles Vidor; 
from play by James Warwick; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: 
Chester Morris, Rose Stradner, Ann Dvorak, Joan Perry, 


Ralph Bellamy, | 


Mare Lawrence, Melvyn Cooper, Scotty Beckett, Ann Doran, John Aldrich, | 


Bilburn Stone, Marie Blake. 

‘MISSING DAUGHTERS,’ produced by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original,screen play by Michael Sim- 
mons and George Bricker; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Arlen, Rochelle Hudson, Isabel Jewell, Marian Marsh, Don Beddoe, Richard 
Wessel, Edward Raquello, Eddie Kane, Wade Botiller, John Tyrrell. 

‘MANDRAKE, THE MAGICIAN’ (serial), produced by Jack Fier for the 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson and Norman Deming; no 
writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Warren 
Hull, Doris Weston, Al Kikume, Kenneth McDonald, Eddie Laughton, Eddie 
Earl, John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Forbes Murray, George Chesebro. 


Grand Halicenl 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
DOOR cicsc eetrece 68 12 1 1 54 54 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘SINGING COWGIRL,’ formerly titled ‘LADY BUCKAROO,’ Coronado 
production; produced by Donald K. Lieberman; directed by Samuel Diege; 
original screen play by Arthur Hoerl; photographed by Mack Stengler. 
Cast: Dorothy Page, David O’Brien, Vince Barnett, Ed Piel, Dix Davis, 

tanley Price, Warner Richmond, Dorothy Short, Paul Barrett, Lloyd In- 
graham, Ethan Allen, Edward Gordon, Merrill McCormick. 

GN Pix Now in Production 

‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO ANN,’ produced by Jack Skirball; directed 
by Al Christie: screen play by Fred Jackson, original by Dalton Trumbo; 
Cast: Heather Angel. John King, 
Constance Collier, Robert Elliott, Walter Catlett, Wilbur Mack, Tom Dugan, 
Emma Dunn, 


Metro 


Now Balance to 


Cast: Richard | 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories it 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features cuaeuet 26 11 2 2 10 10 
Westerns .....00-:> 16 7 0 3 B , 
errr re 42 18 2 5 17 17 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 
Features .....cee- 50 24 10 5 11 il 
Selznick-Int'l ..... 1 0 1 0 0 0 
wi iin i ms i iia 
Total baweee wn 51 24 11 5 11 11 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘SCE FOLLIES OF 1939,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Reinhold 
Schunzel; no writing credits released; photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: 
foan Crawford, James Stewart, Lew Ayres, Ice Follies troupe, Jo Ann 
Sayres, Lionel Stander. 

‘BROADWAY SERENADE,’ produced and directed by Robert Leonard; 
o writing credits released; photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Jeanette 
JacDonald, Lew Ayres, Ian Hunter, Frank Morgan, Virginia Grey, Rita 
‘ohnson, William Gargan, Katherine Alexander, Franklin Pangborn, Esther 
Dale, Esther Howard, Al Shean, Maurice Moscovitz, Wally Vernon. 

‘THE HARDYS RIDE HIGH,’ produced by Lou Ostrow; directed by 
John B. Seitz; screen play by Agnes Christine Johnston, Kay von Riper and | 


release, needing only 202 pictures to ccimplete a promised total of 589. 4» 
present 66 are in the cutting rooms and 272 have either been previewed ¢ 
released. 


_ . § 


William Ludwig; photographed by Leslie White. Cast: Lewis Stor 
Mickey Rooney, Cecilia Parker, Fay Holden, Sara Haden, Ann Rutherfor. 
Virginia Grey, Mathilda and Charles Smith. 

‘SERGEANT MADDEN,’ produced by J. Walter Ruben; directed by Jos" 
von Sternberg; based on a story by William A. Ullman, Jr.; photographe 
by John Seitz. Cast: Wallace Beery, Alan Curtis, Tom Brown, Larrait 
Johnson, Marion Martin. 

‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; origin, 
story by Charles MacArihur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cas 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy LaMarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall. Carlos Va 
dez, Leonard Penn, Ina Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turne 
Mona Barrie, Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adr 
enne Ames. 


Metro Pix Now in Production 


‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRo: 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum: phot 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey. Cast: Fran 
Morgan Judy Garland, Rey Bo!ver. Bert Lo! Jack Haley, Charle 


Lt iy l < 
Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 

‘TARZAN IN EXILE,’ produced by Sam Zimbalisi; directed by Richar 
Thorpe; based on characters created by Edgar Rice Burroughs; photc 
graphed by Leonard Smith. Cast: Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sull 
van, Henry Stephenson, Kenneth Hunter, Henry Wilcoxon, Frieda Inescor 
Uriah Banks, John Sheffield. 

‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ (Technicolor), produced by David O. Sel 
nick; directed by Victor Fleming, replacing George Cukor; screen play b 
Sidney Howard and Oliver H. P. Garret from 1 by Margaret Mitchel 
photographed by Lee Garmes. Cast: Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Lesli 
Howard, Olivia de Haviland, Barbara O'Neil, Laura Hope Crews, Hatti 
McDaniel, Oscar Polk, Butterfly McQueen, Everett Brown. 

‘CALLING DR. KILDARE,’ produced by Lou Ostrow; directed by Harol 
S. Bucquet; based on the Max Brand stories; photographed by Les White 
Cast: Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Lynne Carver, Nat Pendleton, Samue 
S. Hinds, Emma Dunn, Marie Blake, Lana Turner, Laraine Johnson, Clinto 
Rosemond, Bobs Watson, Alma Kruger, Rinie Riano, Walter Kingsfore 
Donald Barry. 

‘PENTHOUSE,’ produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by Edwi 
L. Marin; no writing credits released; photographed by George Folsey 
Cast: Virginia Bruce, Walter Pidgeon, Leo Garrillo, Lee Bowman, France - 
Mercer, Edward Brophy. Tom Kennedy, Herbert Mundin, Paul Guilfoyle 
Frank M. Thomas, Ian Wolfe, Clarence Kolb, Ann Morriss, Eduardo Cian 
nelli, 

‘LUCKY NIGHT,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Norma 
Taurog: screen play by Vincent Lawrence and Grover Jones; original b 
Oliver Claxton; photographed by Ray June. Casi: Myrna Loy, Rober 
Taylor, Douglas Fowley, Bernadene Hayes, Bernard Nedell, Gladys Blake 
Charles Lane, Henry O'Neill. 

‘THE KID FROM TEXAS,’ produced by Edgar Selwyn; directed by & 
Sylva. Simon: no writing credits released; photographed by Sid Wagner 
Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Florence Rice, Jessie Ralph, Anthony Allen, Budd.) 
Ebsen, Rita Jonnson, Tully Marshall, J. M. Kerrigan. : 

‘MAIDEN VOYAGE,’ produced by Edgar Selwyn: directed by Willianj 
Thiele: original story by Godfried Reinhardt and Virginia Faulkner) 
photographed by Clyde de Vinna. Cast: Robert Young, Annabella, Walte} 
Connolly. Billie Burke, Samuel S. Hinds, Reginald Owen, Virginia Fielc 
Arthur Treacher, Charles Judells, Felix Bressart, Mary Beth Hughes, Al 
bert Morin, Roy Atwell, Renie Riano ' 

‘WITHIN THE LAW, produced by Loe Ostrow; directed by Gusta 
Macl aty: from play by Bayard Veiller; photographed by Ge rge Lawton} 
Cast: Ruth Hussey, John King. William Gargan, Paul } *. Tom Nealj 
Rita Johnson, Samuel S. Hinds, Paul Cavanagh, Lynne Carver, Jame: 
3urke, Sidney Blackmer. 
aIr's A WONDERFUL WORLD,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directec 
by W. S. Van Dyke: no writing credits released; ph ytographed_ by Olive 
Marsh. Cast: Claudette Colbert, James Stewart, Nat Pendleton, Edgar Ken 
nedy. Guy Kibbee, Frances Drake, Ernest Truex. . 

‘100 TO ONF SHOT,’ produced by Edward Chodorovy; d rected by Leslie 
Fenton: no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph Ruttenberg 
Cast: Melvyn Dougias, Louise Platt, H. B. Warner, Jean Fenwick, Halli 
well Hobbs, Marjorie Main, Inez Courtney, Tom Collins, Gene Lockhart) 
Florence George. 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 


Pictures in the cutting room: 
‘THE MYSTERY OF MR. WONG,’ produced by W. T. Lackey; directed 


> Willi: igh: original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by ie 
by William Nigh; ori; if Dorothy Tree, Lotus Long, Morgan}i/! 


arry Newmann. Cast: Boris Karloff, 
eliees Sales Herbert, Grant Withers, Craig Reynolds, Ivan Lebedeff 
Hooper Atchley, Bruce Wong, Lee Tong Foo, Chester Gan, 

‘TRIGGER SMITH,’ produced by Robert Tansey; directed 
James: original screen play by Robert Emmett, photographed by Bert 
Longendecker. Cast Jack Randall, Joyce Bryant, Frank Yaconelli, Dennis 
Moore, Bobby Clark, Warner Richmond, Dave O’Brien, Frank La Rue, 
Horace Carpenter, Milt Kibbee, Mary Thomp: on, Denver Dixon, igs 
Taylor, Ear] Douglas, Chick Hannon, James Sheridan, Archie Ricks, Bu 
NeTAR REPORTER,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate, Frank Melfords 
directed by Howard Breiherton; original screen play by John q. Nevi FF 
photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Warren Hull, Wallis ‘e=: 
Marsha Hunt, Virginia Howell, Clay Clement, Morgan Wallace, Paul Fix, 
Joe Crehan, Eddie Kane. ' 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 

‘STREETS OF NEW YORK,’ produced by W. T. Lackey; directed by 
William Nigh, replacing Jack Mintz; original screen play by Robert Ane 
drews; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Martin 
Spellman, Marjorie Reynolds, Sidney Miller, Buddy Pepper, Bobby Stone, 
David Durand, Robert Tucker. William Tucker, Kent Rogers, George Cleve- 
land, Robert Emmett Keane, Robert Emmett O Connor, George Irving, Dick 
Purcell, William Gould. 

‘UNDERCOVER AGENT,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, | 
Frank Melford: directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Milton; 
Raison: original by Martin Mooney; photogray 
Cast: Russell Gleason, Shirley Deane, J. M. Kerrigan, Maude Eburne, 
Oscar O'Shea. Selmar Jackson, Ralfe Harolde, Ray Bennett, Ralph Sanford, 
Eddy Waller, Dick Elliot, Lester Dorr. 








st 
’ 


Paramount ‘a 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
OO Pe eer 51 27 % il 5 5 
Harry Sherman 8 7 0 i 0 be. 
Wetes cc sasreese 59 34 & 12 5 5 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘NEVER SAY DIE,’ produced by Paul Jones; directed by Elliott Nugen 
sereen play by Don Hartman, Frank Butler and Preston Sturges; b 
on a play by William H. Post; photographed by Leo Tover. 

(Continued on page 31) 
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Ht “MOVE OVER, YOU'HARDYS’ AND JONESES, 
MAND MAKE ROOM FOR THE ‘BUMSTEADS |" 


_.. Motion Picture Herald 








TOP FEATURE this 
laugh show...and agree with 
the M. P. Herald! Ballyhoo 
<< the Bumsteads...the screen’s 


j No. 1 family! Give ’em every- 
Blondie Meets the Boss thing you've got...and watch 
(Columbia) 


box-office grosses zoom! 

Comedy This one’s bigger and better 
Move over, you “Hardys” and “Joneses,” and than the first ‘*Blondie’’ é6e 
make room for the ‘“Bumsteads,”’ because 


b | ° ! 
“Blondie,” “Dagwood,” “Baby Dumpling” and and that S saying plenty! 


“Daisy” have moved in. Minute for minute and 
inch for inch this second film fashioned in the 
format of Chic Young’s comic cartoon matches 
any family series on the market laugh for laugh. 
It is like none of the others, nor like any other 
domestic comedy of ready memory, and stands 
in clear command of its own appeal channel. 

Drawing upon its cartoon derivation for the 
privilege to do things with camera and incident 
commonly denied directors employing living 
actors, Frank R. Strayer contrives stunningly 
amusing effects. He uses slow motion, invisible 
wires and camera tricks in running sequence 
with humorous dialogue and comic situation. 
He blends slapstick and parlor comedy with 
complete nonchalance. The end result is a 
houseful of happily and unabashedly laughing 
customers asking no more credibility than is 
asked of a cartoon, an extraordinary and ex- 
hilarating state of audience receptivity. 

Arthur Lake, long an exhibitor favorite, has 
found his spot as the husband of this lively 
young. yang wd ie ae eg eum 2 PENNY ARTHUR 

ave been born for the wifely assignment. But 
it is tiny Larry Sims as “Baby Dumpling” who ay s. i N G L E TO N ° L A K E 
steals this episode in the family annals and, by cat as Blondie as Dagwood 
his unbelievably natural delivery of lines that 












































































BASED UPON THE COMIC 


BASED UPON THE COMIC CLIC YOUNG 





Peart POR 5 I cade ee 
o™: 
fa 


would stymie a child of twice his years, holds be: LARRY SIMMS 
the frankly cartoonish plot together. The dog’s ‘% as Baby Dumpling 
parinnbcranget is pure cartoon comedy and im- ei SKINNAY ENNIS AND HIS BAND 
mensely effective. m | : 
Richard Fournoy’s screen play, from a story a Screen play by Richard Flournoy 


by Kay van Ripper and himself, opens with 
“Dagwood” quitting his job and “Blondie” going 
to see the boss about getting it back for him. 
The boss gives it to her instead. A pair of 
jitterbug champions, a scheme to buy a piece of 
property, a fishing trip in the course of which 
“Dagwood” finds himself embarrassingly justa- 
posed to a pretty and approachable night club 
dancer, are among the factors complicating the 
married life of the “Bumsteads” before “Dag- 
wood” gets his job back. The routine defies 
thumbnail chronicle. 

Previewed at Pantages theatre in Holly- UF i , 
wood where it kept the entire audience smiling, . : io 
chuckling and guffawing in unbroken sequence wr: 
from start to finish—W.R. W. 








DIRECTED BY FRANK R. STRAYER 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 29) 


Raye, Bob Hope, Ernest Cossart, Paul Harvey, Alan Mowbray Siegfried 
Rumann, Andy Devine, Gale Sondergaard, Ivan Simpson, Donald Haines, | 
Victor Kilian, Walter Fenner, Oscar Rudolph, Ferdinand Schumann- Heink 
Albert Dekker, Charles Brokaw, Frank Reicher, Foy Van Dolson, Har- 
riette Haddon, Frances Arms, Donald Haines, Nick Moro, Janet Elsie Clark 
Christian Rub, Jack Knoche, Hans Von Morhart Henry Zynda Max B: r 
wyn, Richard Von Opel, Kenneth Wilson To ees 

‘“AING OF CHINATOWN,’ executive producer. Haro ‘ley; associate 
producer, Stuart Walker; directed by Nick Grinde: pene by Lillie | 
Hayward and Irving Reis; based on a story by Herbert Biberman: photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Anna May Wong, Akim Tamiroff, J. Carrol 
Naish, Anthony Quinn, Roscoe Karns. Bernadene Hayes Philip Ahn "Ss d 
ney Toler, Ray Mayer, Alex Pollard, Sam Ash, Charles Trowbridge. Avehic 
Ee ses ye 8 George ns ag re Marie Burton, Sheila Darcy Wong oe 
tichard Denning, Judy King, Dolores Casey, Dorothy Day Paula De | 
Cardo, Harriette Haddon, Helaine Moler. “North Gis — 
Charles B. Wood, George Magriil. Lily King, Ethel Clayton, Guy Usher 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S SECRET POLICE,’.G. M. O production; | 
associate producer, Edward T. Lowe: directed by James Hogan: S( reen play | 
by Garnett Weston; based on ‘Temple Tower,’ by H. C. (Sapper) McNeile: 
photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: John H ward, Heather Anzel. 


H. B. Warner, Elizabeth Patterson, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive, Leo Car- 
roll, Forrested Harvey, David Clyde, Clyde Cook, Gerald Rogers, Neil | 
Fiizgerald, Elspeth Dudgeon, Dutch Hendrian, Dick Rush, Wyndham 


Standing. 

‘HERITAGE OF THE DESERT,’ produced by Harry Sherman; associate 
producer, J. D. Trop; directed by Leslie Selander; screen play by Norman 
Houston; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs from original story by Zane 
Grey; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Donald Woods. Robert 
Barrat, Evelyn Venable, C. Henry Gordon, Sidney Toler, Russell Havden. 
Paul Guilfoyle, Paul Fix, Willard Robertson, Reginald Barlow, J. ‘Skins’ 
Miller. 

‘HOTEL IMPERIAL,’ directed by Robert Florey; screen play by Gilbert 
Gabriel and Robert Thoeren; based on a play by Lajos Biro; photographed | 
by William Mellor. Cast: Isa Miranda, Ray Milland, Reginald Owen, Gene 
Lockhart, J. Carrol Naish, Curt Bois, Michel Werboff, Henry Victor, Spen- 
cer Charters, Bodil Rosing, Betty Compson, Wolfgang Zilzer, Egon Brecher, 
Bert Roach, Augustino Borgato, Paul Everton, George Magrill, Lee Shum- | 
way, Davison Clark, Harry Tenbrook, Paul Kruger. Don Cossack Chorus, | 
Robert Middlemass, Ernst Verebes, Albert Dekker, William Bakewell, Nor- | 
man Phillips, Robert Frazer, Sheila Darcy, Norah Gale, Paula de Cardo, 
Judith King, Russell Hicks, George MacQuarrie, Arthur Cernitz, General 
Savitsky, Joseph Marievsky, Andre Marsaudon, F. Schumann-Heink, Bull 
Anderson, Marek Windheim, Gustav Von Seyffertitz, Harry Holman. 


‘GRAND JURY SECRETS,’ produced by Sam Engel; directed by James 
Hogan; screen play by Irving Reis and Robert Yost; based on a story by 
Irving Reis and Maxwell Shane; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: 
John Howard, William Frawley, Gail Patrick, Jane Darwell, Porter Hall, 
Harvey Stephens, John Hartley, Morgan Conway, Elisha Cook, Jr., Jack 
bere Richard Denning, Gordon Jones, Charles Jackson, Kitty Kelly, Tom 

ennedy. 


‘MIDNIGHT,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow; directed by Mitchell 
Leisen; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based on story 
by Edwin Justus Mayer and Franz Schulz; photographed by Charles Lang. 
Cast: Claudette Colbert, Don Ameche, Francis Lederer, John Barrymore, 
Mary Astor, Elaine Barry, Hedda Hopper, Lionel Pape, Eugene Borden, 
Paul Bryar, Ferdinand Munier, Leonard Sues, Elspeth Dudgeon, Helen St. 
Rayer, Eddy Conrad, William Eddritt, Billy Daniels. 


‘'M FROM MISSOURI,’ produced by Paul Jones; directed by Theodore 
Reed; no writing credits released; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: 
Bob Burns, Gladys George, Judith Barrett, William Henry, E. E. Clive, 
Doris Lloyd, Patricia Morison, Gene Lockhart, Lawrence Grossmith, Ernest 
Cossart, Dennie Moore, Tom Dugan, Ethel Griffies, James Burke, Spencer 
Charters, Raymond Hatton, Eddie Waller, Charles Halton, Richard Den- 
ning, Clarence Wilson, Morgan Banks, Harry Tenbrook, Frank Hammond, 
Martin Faust, Russ Powell, Harry Meyer, Lee Shumway, Carl Harbaugh, 
C. L. Sherwood, Phillip Morris, George P. Huntley, Phillip Warren, Billy 
Cook, Winifred Harris, Kenneth Hunter. 


‘FEDERAL OFFENSE,’ produced by Edward T. Lowe; directed by Louis 
King; screen play by Horace McCoy and William R. Lipman from J. Ed- 
gar Hoover's ‘Persons in Hiding’; photographed -by William Mellor. Cast: 
Lloyd Nolan, J. Carrol Naish, Shirley Logan, Heather Angel, Broderick 
Crawford, Robert Wilcox, Richard Carle, Stanley Price, John Eldredge, 
George Meeker, Raymond Hatton, Philip Warren, Paul Fix, Richard Den- 
ning, Abner Biberman, Roy Gordon, Clem Bevans, Clarence Wilson, Monte 
Blue, Grace Hayle, George Irving, Fern Emmett, Ottola Nesmith, Ivan 
Miller, Galan Galt, John Maurice Sullivan. 

‘THE LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY,’ produced by Jeff Lazarus; directed 
by Al Hall; no writing credits released; photographed by Theodor Spark- 
unl. Cast: George Raft, Ellen Drew, Hugh Herbert, ZaSu Pitts, Louise 
Beavers, Harry Tyler, Stanley Andrew, Carol Holloway, Hooper Atchley, 
Virginia Sale, Ley Payton, Cordell Tate, Jimmy Briscow, Eugene Jackson, 
Fern Emmett. 

‘UNMARRIED,’ formerly titled ‘NIGHT SPOT HOSTESS,’ formerly 
titled ‘ME AND MY GAL,’ associate producer, Mel Shauer; directed by 
Kurt Neumann; screen play by Lillie Hayward and Brian Marlow; based on 
story by Grover Jones and William Slavens McNutt; pene by 
Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Buck Jones, Helen Twelvetrees, Donald O’Connor, 
Dorothy Howe, John Hartley, Larry Crabbe, Robert Armstrong, Ed Paw- 
ley, Sidney Blackmer, Philip Warren, Louise Carter, Kathryn Bates, Sarah 
Edwards, Gordon Hart. 

‘SUDDEN MONEY,’ formerly titled ‘SWEEPSTAKES MILLIONAIRE,’ 
formerly titled ‘SUDDEN MONEY,’ associate producer, William Thomas; 
directed by Nick Grinde; screenplay by Lewis Foster; based on a play by 
Milton Lazarus; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Charley Ruggles, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Charley Grapewin, Broderick Crawford, Billy Lee, 
Evelyn Keyes, Philip Warren, William Frawley, Mary ‘Punkins’ Parker, 
John Gallaudet, Stanley Price, Robert Brister, Dick Elliott, Richard Den- 
ning, Charles Halton, Ethel Wales, Larry Blake, Emory Parnell. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘UNION PACIFIC,’ produced and directed by Cecil B. DeMille; asso- 
ciate producer, William H. Pine; location director, Arthur Rosson; screen 
play by Walter DeLeon, C. Gardner Sullivan and Jesse Lasky, Jr., based on 
an adaptation by Jack Cunningham of a story by Ernest Haycox; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner and Dewey Wrigley. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, 
Joel McCrea, Robert Preston, Akim Tamiroff, Brian Donlevy, Lynne Over- 
man, William Haade, Regis Toomey, J. M. Kerrigan, Harry Woods, Fuzzy 
Knight, Hugh McDonald, Mala, Noble Johnson, Anthony Quinn, Joseph 
Sawyer, Harold Goodwin, Sheila Darcy, May Beatty, Nora Cecil, Julia 
Faye, Ruth Warren, Evelyn Keyes, Mike Driscoll. 

‘BEAU GESTE,’ produced and directed by William A Wellman; screen 
play by Robert Carson; from story by P. C. Wren; photographed by Theodor 
Sparkuhl. Cast: Gary Cooper, Ray Milland, Robert Preston, Susan Hay- 
ward, J, Carrol Naish, Broderick Crawford, Brian Donlevy, Donald Mac- 
Bride, James Stephenson. 

‘MAN ABOUT TOWN,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow; directed by 
Mark Sandrich; original screen play by Morrie Ryskind; photographed by 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny, Dorothy Lamour, Edward Arnold, Binnie | 
Barnes, Phil Harris, Eddie Anderson, Monty Woolley, Leonard Mudie, Her- 
bert Evans, Clifford Severn, Cyril Thornton, Kay Linaker. | 

‘INVITATION TO HAPPINESS,’ produced and directed by Wesley | 
Ruggles; screen play by Claude Binyon, based on story by Mark Jerome; | 
photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Irene Dunne, Fred MacMurray, Charlie | 
Ruggles, Donald O’Connor, William Collier, Sr., Burr Carruth, Charles Ran- | 
dolph, Allen Wood, Don Latorre, Bob Evans, Mack Gray, Billy Newell. | 

‘SOME LIKE IT HOT,’ associate producer, William C. Thomas; directed 
by George Archainbaud; no writing credits released; photographed by Karl 
Struss. Cast: Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Gene Krupa, his drums and his | 
orchestra, Una Merkel, Ruft Davis, Bernard Nedell, Wayne ‘Tiny’ Whitt, | 
Harry Barris, Frank Sully, Clarence H. Wilson, Dudley Dickerson. | 

‘GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed 
by Alfred E. Green: screen play by Nat Perrin; based on novel by S. 5. 
Van Dine; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Gracie Allen, Warren | 
William, Kent Taylor, Ellen Taylor, Ellen Drew, Jerome Cowan, Judith | 
Barrett, Donald MacBride, H. B. Warner, Horace MacMahon, William | 
Lemarest, Al Shaw and Sammy Lee, Lillian Yarbo, Walter Soderling; Lee | 
Moore, Harry Tyler, James Flavin, Tiny Newlan, Willie Fung, Don Brodie, 








Jack Baxley, Rube Demarest. Ji i 
Sother toon st, Jim Kelso, Helen MacKellar, Edgar Dearing, 
‘THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD,’ produced b ; dir 
? R 4 y Harlan Thompson; direct 
by hKobert Florey; no writing credits released; shotosreshed by Willian 
ena Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan, Patricia Morison, Steffi Duna. 
aeeees Warwick, Frank Reicher, Donald Gallaher, Mary Boland, Ernst 
erebes, Barbara Pepper, Virginia Dabney, Edward McWade, Julius Tan- 





Reelect Mono Slate; 
Johnston and Dunlap 








nen, Nestor Paiva, John Sheehan, Roger Gray. 

“ GREAT ENEMY,’ General manager's office production: directed by Paul | 
oane, no writing credits released; photographed by Henry Sharp. Cast: 

Chief Thundercloud, Preston Fosier, Ralph Morgan, Andy Devine. 


RKO-Radio | 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
a Promised pleted ing rooms Cameras tien 
Studio Me aa 50 22 1 6 21 21 
Sol Lesser........ 3 3 0 0 0 0 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Total 54 26 1 6 21 21 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE FLYING IRISHMAN,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman: directed 


by Lei zh Jason; screen play by Ernest Pagano and Dalton Trumbo; photo- 
graphed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Douglas Corrigan, Paul Kelly, Robert 
Armstrong, Donald McBride, Dorothy Appleby, Eddie Quillan, Joyce 


| Compton, Peggy Ryan, Dorothy Peterson. 


‘THE CASTLES,’ produced by George Haight; directed by Henry Potter; 


| no writing credits released; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: 


Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Walter Brennan, Lew Fields, Edna May 
Oliver, Jack Carson, Esther Muir, Janet Beecher, Donald MacBride, Sonny 
Lamont, Frances Mercer, Etienne Girardot. 

‘THEY MADE HER A SPY,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Jack 
Hively; screen play by Jo Pagano; original story by George Bricker and 


| Lionel Houser; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Sally Eilers, Allan 


Lane, Fritz Lieber, Peggy Shannon, Alex Craig, Leona Roberts, Jonathan 
Hale, Theodore von Eltz, Spencer Charters. 

‘ALMOST A GENTLEMAN,’ formerly titled ‘PICARDY MAX,’ produced 
by Cliff Reid; directed by Less Goodwins; original and screen play by 
Harold Shumate; photographed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: James Ellison, Helen 
Wood, Robert Kent, June Clayworth, Robert Warwick, Leonard Penn, John 
Wray, Brandon Tynan, Joe Bernard. 

‘TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN,’ formerly titled ‘A KNIGHT IN A GHOST | 
TOWN,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by David Howard; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, 
Rosalind Keith, Chill Wills, Ward Bond, Monty Montague, Ray Whitley, 
Otto Yamanski. 

‘FIXER DUGAN,’ formerly titled ‘WHAT’S A FIXER FOR,’ produced by | 
Cliff Reid; directed by Lew Landers; screen play by Paul Yawitz and Bert 
Granet; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Lee Tracy, Peggy Shannon, 
Virginia Weidler, Bradley Page, Edward Gargan, William Edmunds, Rita | 
La Roy, Jack Arnold, Edythe Elliott, Irene Franklin, John Dilson, Murray | 
Alper, Netta Packer. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production | 


‘SORORITY HOUSE,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by John Farrow; 
screen play by Dalton Trumbo from play by Mary Coyle Chase; | 
photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Anne Shirley, James Ellison, Helen 
Wood, Margaret Armstrong, Barbara Read, Doris Jordon, Adele Pearce, | 
June Storey, Elizabeth Risdon, Sherrie Overton, Chill Wills, Phyllis 


Fraser. 
Republic 
Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
DO. kssecnvunes ts 59 26 3 4 26 26 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘HOME ON THE PRAIRIE,’ formerly titled ‘RIDIN’ THE RANGE,’ pro- 
duced by Harry Grey; directed by Jack Townley; screen play by Charles 
Arthur Powell and Paul Franklin from original by Paul Franklin; photo- 
graphed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June 
Storey, George Cleveland, Jack Mulhall, Walter Miller, Gordon Hart, Ethan | 
Laidlaw, Jack Ingram, Earl Hodgins, Hal Price. 

‘ROUGH RIDER ROUNDUP,’ formerly titled ‘ROUGH RIDER PATROL,’ 
produced and directed by Joe Kane; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond Hatton, 
Eddie Acuff, Guy Usher, Jack Rockwell, George Meeker, Dorothy Sebas- 
tian, William Pawley, George Chesboro, Glenn Strange, Jack Kirk, Hank 
Bell, Jim Corey, George Letz, George Plues, Fred Burns, Howard Hickey, 
Bud Osborne. 

‘MEXICALI ROSE,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by George Sher- 
man; original screen play by Gerald Geraghty; photographed by William 
Noble. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Noah Beery, Luana Walters, 
William Royle, Leroy Mason, Roy Barcroft, Burr Carruth, Henry Otho. 

‘HEROES OF THE DESERT,’ produced by William Berke; directed by 
George Sherman; no writing credits released; photographed by Jack Marta. 
Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Ruth Rogers, Doreen Mc- 
Kay, ares Douglas, Walter Wills, Sammy McKim, Tom Tyler, Kermit 
Maynard, 








Republic Pix Now in Production 


‘MAN OF CONQUESTS,’ formerly titled ‘WAGONS WESTWARD,’ pro- 
duced by Sol C. Siegel; directed by George Nicholls, Jr.; screen play by 
Wells Root, E. E. Paramore, Jr., and Jan Fortune; —— story idea by 
Harold Shumate; photographed by Joseph August. ast: Richard Dix, 
Gail Patrick, Joan Fontaine, Edward Ellis, George Hayes, C. Henry Gordon, 
Max Terhune, Victor Jory, Robert Barrat, Robert Armstrong, Ralph Mor- 
gan, Janet Beecher, Jason Robards, Kane Chandler, Ferris Taylor, Charles 
Stevens. 

‘STREET OF MISSING MEN,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed | 
by Sidney Salkow; screen play by Leonard Lee and Frank Dolan; original 
by Eleanore Griffin and: William Rankin; photographed by Ernest Miller. | 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Harry Carey, Tommy Ryan, Guinn Williams, Mabel , 
Todd, Nana Bryart, John Gallaudet. +: 

‘FRONTIER EXPRESS,’ produced and directed by Joseph Kane; no writing 
credits released; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Roy Rogers, Mary 
Hart, Raymond Hatton, Monte Blue, Noble Johnson, William Royle, Donald 
Dillaway, Edward Keane. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 








Number Number Now 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MOONE ssccsicardoes 55 31 6 7 ill ll 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


| directorial board from seven to nine. 
| 


| Ritchey were O. Henry Briggs, presi-| 


Reject Salary Tilts. 


Stockholders of Monogram Pic- 
tures Corp. at THéTP Pe ental sese 
sion last week reelected all the pres- 
ent board of directors. Two addi- 
tions to the board are Leon From- 
kess, treasurer, and Norton V. 
Ritchey, foreign sales manager. W. 
Ray Johnston reelected president: 
Edward A. Golden, v.v. in charge of 
les; Scott R. Dunlap, v.p. in charge 
production; Fromkess, treasurer, 








' 
O} 


and M. S. White ‘retary. In addi- 
tion, directors elected George ‘W. 
Weeks a v.p. of sales. 

Most important proposal for stock- 
holders to vote on was increase in 


present compensation to Johnston 


and Dunlap of $200 a week. In a 
surprise move, and before stockhold- 
ers were permitied to vote the mat- 
tei, Johnston on behalf of himself 


end Dunlap stated they had given 
proposition of accepting increases 
deep consideration and their conclu- 
ion was. that the company needs 
their support at this time and until 
it is on a stronger financial basis, 
hence it would be wiser for them to 
decline the offer. Proposal was 
therefore withdrawn. 

Johnston receives an annual sal- 
ary of $25,000 and Dunlap $15,600. 
Their contracts with the company 
rur until March, 1942. 

Of the 360,586 shares Monogram 
stock outstanding, 234.000 shares 
were represented at the meeting, 
chiefly in the hands of a proxy com- 
mittee headed by Trem Carr in place 
of Sol A. Rosenblatt. They voted 
a total of 211,119 shares. 

Other action voted by the stock- 
holders was change in company’s 
calendar business year to a fiscal 
year basis, starting July 1, and end- 
ing on June 30, and imcrease in the 


In view of the change to new fiscal 
year, Monogram’s 1939 calendar busi-/ 
ness year will end on June 30; thus’ 
setting the next annual stockholders’ 
meeting for September, 1939, instead) 
of March, 1940. | 

Those attending stockholders’ meet-} 
ing in addition to Johnston, Dunlap, | 
Carr, Golden, Fromkess, White and | 


cent of Pathe Film Corp., the largest’ 
holder of Monogram stock; William 
B. Jaffe and Herman Rosenblatt, | 
Monogram counsel; David Garrison | 
Berger and representatives of Wall 
Street brokerage houses. 





Duals at 10c 








(Continued f° -n page 17) 





parent Allied S.- ; is participating.) 
They promise to make themselves” 
heard plenty at the forthcoming con- | 
vention. } 





To Press Divorcement 


Washington, March 7. 

Theatre divorcement legislation 
will be the principal topic at the an- 
nual convention of Allied States Ex-) 
hibitors Assn. in Minneapolis next] — 
June. This was revealed by the call) 
for the session issued by Prexy H. A, 
Cole, Texas, fiery advocate of meas- 
ures to compel major distributors to 
divest themselves of theatre hold- 
ings. 

The defeat suffered in North Da- 
kota, where the legislature recently 
repealed a theatre divorce law be- 
fore it had become operative, will 
not deter Allied members, Cole 
pointed out. Campaign will be 
launched to force N. D. lawmakers te 
reinstate statute at next scss’on. 

Plans will also be developed at tL 
convention to intersify Allied’s drive 
to persuade Congress to enact legis- 
lation abolishing compulsory block 
booking and blind buying. 
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‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY | 


LIGHT’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. 


Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur | 


Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL,’ associate producer, Kenneth Macgowan,; | 


directed by Irving Cummings; screen play, Lamar Trotti; original story by 


Ray Harris; photographed by Leon Shamroy. Cast: Loretta Young, Don | 


Ameche, Henry Fonda, Charles Coburn, Gene Lockhart, Sally Blane, Spring 
Byington, Polly Ann Young, Georgiana Young, Bobs Watson, Harry Daven- 


port, Elizabeth Patterson, Charles Trowbridge, Jonathan Hale, Lillian West, | 


Ottola Nesmith. 

‘THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES,’ associate producer, Gene Mar- 
key: directed by Sidney Lanfield: screen play by Ernest Pascal; photo- 
graphed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Richard Greene, Basil Rathbone, Wendy 
Barrie, Nigel Bruce, Lionel Atwill, John Carradine, Ralph Forbes, Beryl 
Mercer, Barlow Borland, Morton Lowry, E. E. Clive, Eily Malyon, Rita 

age, 

‘DANGER ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘TERROR ISLAND,’ formerly titled 
‘MR. MOTO IN PORTO RICO,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Her- 


(Continued on page 34) 
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: Hollywoed, March 7. 
| Bob Burns’ next starrer at Para-f® 
mount is a patriotic yarn, ‘Us Amer-| 7 
|icans,’ written by Irvin S. Cobb for p7 
| Will Rogers as ‘So This is America’ #9 
and acquired recently from 20th-Fox. fj 
Shooting starts late this month 
with Al Saniel] directing under pro- §¥ 
|duction guidance of George Arthur, 


uJ 
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Bainter Attends ‘College’ 


Hollywood, March 7. 
| Warners is readying ‘What Price 
College?’ campus yarn, with Fay 
‘Bainter in the featured spot. 

Irving Fineman, professor at Bene 
|nington College, Vt. is doing the 
| screenplay. 
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i (Continued from page 31) | 
‘ bert Leeds; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucian Androit. | 
| Cast: Peter Lorre, Amanda Duff, Jean Hersholt, Leon Ames, Robert | 
im Lowery, Warren Hymer, Richard Lane, Paul Harvey, Charles D. Brown. 
| Sa ae wee a LY IN HOLLYWOOD,’ associate producer, John Stone; 
i : ected by Mal St. Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by 
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34 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, March 8, 1939 








Cast: Barton MacLane, Tom Brown, 


= 
j Brendell. 
A dv a n Cc e Pro d u Cc A io n C ha rt | See ee ae ea Bulliven, Frank Jee, Clyde Dilson, Oscar Polk. 





Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, George Ernest, June Carlson, Spring 
Byington, Florence Roberts, Kenneth Howell, June Gale, Billy Mahan, 
Marvin Stephens, Matt McHugh, William Tracey. 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 
‘ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQUARE,’ associate producer, Nunnally 
Johnson; directed by Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits released; photo- 


graphed by Karl Freund. Cast: Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Al Jolson, 
Marie Wilson, Douglas Fowley, Hobart Cavanaugh, Moroni Olsen, E. E. 
Clive, William Frawley. 

‘STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; 
directed by Henry King; no writing credits released; photographed by 
George Barnes. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nancy Kelly, 
Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, Henry Hull, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 


Henry Travers, Hasson Said. 

‘THE GORILLA,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by Allan 
Dwan; no writing credits released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. 
Cast. Ritz Brothers, Bela Lugosi, Anita Louise, Lionel Atwill, Edward Nor- 
ris, Patsy Kelly, Wally Vernon, Joseph Calleia. 


‘SUSANNAH OF THE MOUNTIES,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; | Michael Curtiz: ortginal screen play by Robert Buckner; photographed by 


directed by Walter Lang; no writing credits; photographed by Arthur 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Randolph Scott, Margaret Lockwood, Mar- 
tin Goodrider, Moroni Olsen, J. Farrell MacDonald, Maurice Moscovich, 
Victor Jory, Lester Matthews, Herbert Evans, Leyland Hodgson, Jack 
Luden, Charles Irwin. 

‘CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Nor- 
man Foster; no writing credits released; photographed by Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Sidney Toler, Sen Young, Phyllis Brooks, Ricardo @ortez, Kane Rich- 


mond, Slim Summerville, Pauline Moore, Robert Lowery, Kay Linaker, | 


Louise Henry, Iris Wong. 

‘NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ produced by Edward Kaufman; directed 
by Alfred “Verker; original screen play by John Larkin; photographed by 
Ernest Palmer, Cast: Preston Foster, Lynn Bari, George Barbier Eddie 
Collins, Russell Gleason, Paul Harvey, Minor Watson, Charles Halton. 

‘POLICE SCHOOL,’ produced by John Stone; directed by James Tinling: 
no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Arleen Whelan, Richard Bond, Douglas Fowley, Robert Shaw, 
Robert Kellard, George Ernest, Minor Watson, Ted Pierson, Warren Hymer. 

“THE RETURN OF THE CISCO KID,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; 
directed by Herbert I. Leeds; no writing credits released: photographed by 
Charles Clarke. Cast: Warner Baxter, Lynn Bari, Henry Hull, Cesar 
Romero, Kane Richmond, C, Henry Gordon, Harold Huber. 


United Artists 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn... 4 1 1 0 2 2 
ar 2 2 0 0 t) 9 
Walter Wanger..... 8 2 0 . 6 6 6 
CED cccecce .eee t 0 0 0 1 1 
BOOED @italscndn eée 8 2 1 1 4 4 
London Films...... 5 2 0 0 3 3 
Edward Small..... 5 2 0 0 3 5 
| PN err ee 33 il 2 1 19 21 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 


‘IT’S SPRING AGAIN,’ produced for Hal Roach by A. Edward Suther- 
land; based on story, ‘Zenobia’s Infidelity,’ by H. C. Runner; photographed 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Oliver Hardy, Harry Langdon, Alice Brady, Billie 
‘Burke, Jean Parker, June Lang, James Ellison, Stepin Fetchit, Hattie 
McDaniel, J. Farrell MacDonald. 


United Artists Pix Now in Production 


*‘WUTHERING HEIGHTS,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed by 
William Wyler; from novel by Emily Bronte; photographed by Greg 
Toland. Cast: Merle Oberon, Laurence Olivier, Hugh Williams, Flora 
Robson, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Leo G. Carroll, David Niven, Donald Crisp, 
Cecil Humphries, Romaine Callender. 

‘CAPTAIN FURY,’ produced and directed by Hal Roach; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Norbert Brodine. Cast: Brian Ahearne, 
Victor McLaglen, June Lang, Paul Lukas, gs Zucco, John Carradine, 
John Warburton, Claud Allister, Will Stanton, Gibbons Gowland, Charles 
Middleton, Virginia Field, Lumsden Hare, Margaret Roach, Eddie Brian, 
Nichols Sussanin, Leonard Willey. 


Universal 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories In 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tior 
WOREUIOS: bcceveces 40 24 4 3 9 
Westerns .occecces 12 12 ()) 0 (i) 0 
Serials eee eeeeeeee 4a 3 0 1 6 0 
WEE. ovisesecses 56 39 4 4 9 9 


Pictures in the cutiing rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘BUCK ROGERS’ (serial), produced by Barney Sarecky; co-directed by 
Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; screen play by Norman Hall and Ray 
Trampe from cartoon strip by Dick Calkins and Phil Nolan; photographed 
by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry Crabbe, Constance Moore, Reed Howes, 
1 ~—the—d Oakman, Jackie Moran, Carleton Young, Henry Brandon, Philson 


n. 

‘RISKY BUSINESS,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Arthur Lubin; 
original story by William Anthony McGuire; screenplay by Charles Gray- 
son; photographed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: George Murphy, Dorothea 
Kent, El Brendel, Grant Richards, Jess Lee Brooks. 

‘MYSTERY OF THE WHITE ROOM,’ formerly titled ‘MURDER IN 
SURGERY,’ Crime Club production; produced by Irving Starr; directed by 
Otis Garrett; vriginal story by James G. Edwards, M. D.: screen play by 
Alex Gottlieb; photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Helen 
Mack, Joan Woodbury, Mable Todd, Constance Worth, Tom Dugan, Rowland 
Drew, Addison Richards, Tommy Jackson. 

‘SOCIETY SMUGGLERS,’ formerly titled ‘KEY WOMAN,’ produced by 
Ken Goldsmith; directed by Joe May; screen play by Arthur Horman: 
photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Preston Foster Trene Hervey, Walter 
Wolff King, Fred Keating, Regis Toomey, Frances Robinson, Raymond 
Parker, Clay Clement, Milburn Stone, Robert Darrell, Harry Hayden, Eddie 
Acuff, Mme. Christine Tourneure, Frank Reicher, Doris Rankin, Gerald 
Mohr, Michael Mark. 


Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘THREE SMART GIRLS GROW UP,’ produced by Joe Pasternak: di- 
rected by Henry Koster; original screen play by Bruce Manning and Felix 
Jackson; photographed by Joseph Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Nan 
Grey, Helen Parrish, Charles Winninger, William Lundigan, Ernest Cos- 
sart, Robert Cummings, Nella Walker, Robert Darell, Buddy Pepper, Bobbe 
Trefts, Jean Stewart, Roy Largay, Jack George, Graham Price, Leonard 
Sues, Grace Goodall, Dorothy Tennant. 

‘EASTSIDE OF HEAVEN,’ no producer credit; directed by David Butler; 
screen play by William Conselman; original by David Butler and Herb 
Polesie; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Bing Crosby, Joan Blon- 
dell, Mischa Auer, Jerome Cowan, Jane Goude, Sandy Henville, Herb 
Ashley, Joe King, Lelah Tyler. 

‘THE FAMILY NEXT DOOR,’ produced by Max Golden; directed by 
Joseph Stanley; original screen play by Mortimer Offner; photographed by 
Milton Krasner. Cast: Hugh Hubert, Ruth Donnelly, Joy Hodges, Eddie 
Quillan, Juanita Quigley, Bennie Bartlett, Tom Beck. 

‘BIG TOWN CZAR,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann; original by Ed Sullivan; 


| Warners 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
ing Rooms Cameras tion 


Promised pleted 
ON co tes skesenss 52 24 7 13 8 8 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: —* 
‘BLACKWELL’S ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directe y illiam 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 


Conway, Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, 
Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy 
O’Gatty. Wade Boteler. William Davidson, Walter Young. 

‘TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
tay McCarey; original screen play by Earl Snell; photographed by W arren 
Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Joe Cun- 
ningham. Frank Shannon, George Guhl, John Miljan, Joseph Downing, 
Charles Richman, Irving Bacon. 

‘CODE OF THE SECRET SERVICE,’ formerly titled ‘SMASHING THE 
MONEY RING,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; screen 


play by Lee Katz and Dean Franklin; photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: 
Ronald Reagan, Rosella Towne, Eddie Foy, Jr., Moroni Olsen, John Gal- 
laudet, John Litel, June Gittelson, Steffi Duna. 


‘DODGE CITY’ (in Technicolor), produced by Robert Lord; directed by 
Sol Polito; Technicolor photography by Ray Rennahan. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Haviiland, Ann Sheridan, Bruce Cabot, Frank McHugh, 


Gloria Holden, Douglas Fowley, William Lundigan, Bob Watson, 
Paul Guilfoyle, Elizabeth Risdon, Charles Halton, Cora Witherspoon, Olin 
Howland, Russell Simpson, Thurston Hall, Robert Homans, Spencer Char- 


ters, Nat Carr, Cliff Clark, Joseph Crehan, Bud Osborne, Chester Clute, | 


Monte Blue. 
‘SWEEPSTAKES WINNER,’ produced by Milton Shubert for the Bryan 


Foy unit; directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; photo- | 
| graphed by Arthur Edeson. 


Cast: Marie Wilson, Johnny Davis, Allen Jen- 
kins, Jerry Colonna, Frankie Burke, Charles Foy, Maxie Rosenbloom. , 

‘ON TRIAL,’ produced by Milton Shubert for the Bryan Foy unit; di- 
rected by Terry Morse, no writing credits released; photographed by Lou 
O'Connell. Cast: Margaret Lindsay, John Litel, Janet Chapman, Edward 
Norris, James Stephenson, Larry Williams, Henry O'Neill, Gordon Hart, 

arles Trowbridge. ‘ 
CON AUGHTY, BUT NICE,’ formerly titled ‘THE PROFESSOR STEPS OUT, 
formerly titled ‘ALWAYS LEAVE THEM LAUGHING,’ produced by Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Ray Enright; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard 
Macauley; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Gale Page, 
Ann Sheridan, ZaSu Pitts, Maxie Rosenbloom, Allen Jenkins, Jerry Colonna, 
Halliwell Hobbes, Granville Bates, Ronald Reagan, Helen Broderick. 

‘DARK VICTORY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; screen play by Casey Robinson from play by George Brewer, 
Jr., and Bertram Bloch; photographed by Ernest Haller. ast: Bette 
Davis, George Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald, Humphrey Bogart, Ronald 
Reagan, Henry Travers, Dorothy Peterson, Charles Richman, Lottie Wil- 
liams, Virginia Brissac, Frank Reicher, Pierre Watkins. 

‘OKLAHOMA KID,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lloyd 
Bacon; screen play by Robert Buckner, Jerome Odlum and Warren Duff; 
from original by Edward Paramore; photographed by James Wong Howe. 
Cast: James Cagney, Rosemary Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Donald Crisp, 
Granville Bates, Charles Middleton, Hugh Sothern, Edward Pawley, Ward 

nd. , 
—— KID FROM KOKOMO,’ formerly titled ‘BROADWAY CAVALIER, 

roduced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by Michael 
Fenier from original by Dalton Trumbo. Cast: Pat O’Brien, Joan Blon- 
dell, Wayne Morris, Jane Wyman, Maxie Rosenbloom, Max Robson, Stanle 
Fields, Morgan Conway, Sidney Toler, Ed Brophy, Olin Howland, Jac 
Roper, Clem Bevans. ; 

‘HERO FOR A DAY,’ produced by Gordon Hollingshead for the Bryan 
Foy unit; directed by Crane Wilbur; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Charles Grapewin, Jane Bryan, Henry 
O'Neill, Elisabeth Risdon, Dickie Jones, John Russell, Fred Lozere, James 
McCallion, : : 

‘THE ROARING ROAD,’ produced by Max Siegel; directed by Lloyd 
Bacon; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, John Payne, Gail Page, Ann Sheridan, Frank McHugh, Ronald 
Reagan, Granville Bates, Regis Toomey. 

‘JUAREZ,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Dieterle; 
screen play by John Houston, Aeneas McKenzie, Wolfgang Reinant and 
Aben Finkel; from story by Mrs. Perdila Harding; photographed by Tony 
Gaudie. Cast: Paul Muni, Bette Davis, Brian Ahern, Claude Rains, John 
Garfield, Donald Crisp, Gilbert Roland, Joseph Calleia, Montagu Love, 
Harry Davenport, Henry O'Neill, Gale Sondergaard, William Wilkinson, 
Pedro De Cordoba, John Miljan, Hugh Sothern, Robert Warwick, Georgia 
Caine. 

Warner Pix Now in Production 

‘HELL’S KITCHEN,’ produced by Mark Hellinger for the Bryan Foy 
unit; directed by E. A. pont; no writing credits released; photographed 
by Charles Rosher. Cast: Dead End Kids, Margaret Lindsay, Stanley Fields, 
Ronald Reagan, Grant Mitchell, Frank E. Burke, Charlie Foy, Fred Lozere, 

‘EACH DAWN I DIE,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by William 
Keighley; ——< by Jerome Odlum; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: James Cagney, George Raft, Jane Bryan, George Bancroft, Willard 
Robertson, Maxie Rosenbloom, Victor Jory, John Wray, Stanley Ridges, 
Louis Jean Heydt, Ed Pawley, Joseph Downing, Alan Baxter, Aldrich Bow- 
ker, Fred Tozere, Charles Trowbridge. 

‘NANCY DREW. TROUBLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by William Clemens; from original by Caroline Keene; photo- 
graphed by Lou O’Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John 
Litel, Charlotte Wynters, Aldrich Bowker, Edgar Edwards, Erville Al- 
derson. 

‘FAMILY REUNION,’ formerly titled ‘AMERICAN FAMILY,’ produced 
by Henry Blanke; directed by Michael Curtiz; no writing credits released; 
photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: John Garfield, Priscilla Lane, 
Gale Page, Jeffrey Lynn, Fay Bainter, Claude Rains, May Robson, Lola 
Lane, Rosemary Lane, Dick Foran, Frank McHugh. 

‘CONFESSIONS OF A NAZI SPY,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed 
by Anatole Litvak; no writing credits released; photographed by Sol Polito. 
Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Francis Lederer, Paul Lukas, Dorothy Tree, 
Joe Sawyer, George Sanders, James Stephenson, Lya Lys, Grace Stafford. 

‘GANTRY, THE GREAT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; no writing credits released; photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: 
Edith Fellows, Jimmy McCallion, Granville Bates, DeWolf Hopper, Frankie 
Burke, Fred Tozere. 

"WATER FRONT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; no 
writing credits released; photographed by James Van Trees, Cast: Dennis 
Morgan, Gloria Dickson, Marie Wilson, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, Arthur 
Gardner, George Lloyd, Aldrich Bowker. 








Alan | 
Hale, Victor Jory, Henry Travers, John Litel, Henry O'Neill, Gwinn Wil- | 
liams 

| R 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 7, 

‘The Real Glory’ is latest title for 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Last Fron- 
tier.’ 

‘Mystery Plane’ is final tag for ‘Sky 
Pirate’ at Monogram. 

‘North of Singapore’ was _ substi- 
tuted for ‘Island of Lost Men’ at 


| Paramount. 





Lind Touring Mono 


Recently appointed assistant to 
George W. Weeks, v.p. over sales for 
Monogram, Lloyd L. Lind left Satur- 
day (4) on a tour of midwestern 


| branches of the company. 


Going directly to Kansas City, he 
will also stop off at the Omaha, Des 





| fices. 


Moines, Chicago and Cleveland of- 





He will be away 10 days. 


STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Warners purchased ‘The Lady 


With Red Hair, story of Mrs. Leslie 
Carter. 


RKO bought ‘The American School 
Teacher,’ by George Bricker and 
William Dover, 


Sam Fuller sold his ‘Bowery Boy’ 
to Republic. 

‘Salute to Hate,’ by Faith Thomas, 
bought by RKO, 

Paramount bought Frank O’Con- 
nor’s story, ‘Tempted,’ and changed 
title to ‘Madame Mystery.’ 

Homer King Gordon sold his ‘Two 
Gun Troubadour’ to C. C. Burr for 
an Atlas production, 

Harry Sherman purchased ‘Gun 
Chores,’ by Jack Jungmeyer, Sr. 

Arcadia bought George Bruce's 
yarn, ‘Born to Hang.’ 


| 





Directors’ Deals 











| (Continued from page 5) 





ance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
are paid 82%@c. an hour for doing the 
same work. SUE has been extend- 
ing its jurisdiction on major lots and 
| this action may result in a tiff with 
| Technicians Local 37 of IATSE, 
| which has divided into rank and file 
|factions since return of autonomy 
and withdrawal of IA from Studio 
| Basic Agreement. 

Producers have refused the request 
of the Jeff Kibre faction to put 
checkers on lots, stating work can 
be handled by Lew Blix, business 
representative of the organization. 
Both SUE and Kibre have petitions 
before the National Labor Relations 
Board for an investigation of IATSE, 
but Kibre is said to be preparing to 
withdraw his action. 

20th Co. Union Charged 

Complaint charging 20th-Fox with 
unfair labor practice for allegedly 
forming a company union of main- 
tenance employes has been filed with 
the NLRB by the Building Service 


Employes International Union. Lee 
| Dumas, BSE representative, claims 
the union was organized by Earl 
| Westopher, 20th-Fox executive. 
Following a cross check of film 


readers, NLRB has certified Screen 
| Readers Guild as the bargaining rep- 
|resentative for all screen readers at 
| Columbia, Metro, Paramount, RKO- 
| Radio, 20th-Fox, Universal and War- 
ners. Readers were represented by 
| Attorney George Bodle. 

Columbia has inked a contract with 
Society of Motion Picture Film Edi- 
tors giving film librarians minimum 
of $1.10 an hour. Librarians former- 
ly received from 62'4c. to 67%4c. an 
hour, 

Aaron Warner has assumed duties 
of regional director for the NLRB. 
Warner, head of the Denver office, 
will remain here until the board 
completes its investigation of charges 
against Dr. Towne Nylander, re- 
gional director, who was suspended 
last week. Suspension followed a 
speech by director in which he was 
quoted as stating ‘the employer 
never has a chance when we go into 
a hearing.’ Dr. Nylander claims he 
was mis-quoted. 

A meeting of Artists Managers 
Guild, scheduled for today (Tues.), 
was called off pending further nego- 
tiations with Screen Actors Guild on 
licensing plan for film and radio 
agents. Franchise plan is held up 
while SAG asks the Assembly to 
amend State Labor Code to give 
SAG the right to arbitrate disputes 
between agents and their clients. 
This arbitration is now handled by 
State Labor Commissioner. 

Favor 5-Day Week 

Several major studios have com- 
pleted arrangements to switch to a 
five-day week if the proposal is 
okayed at the Basic Agreement Con- 
ference scheduled this month. Aud- 
iting department at 20th-Fox said an 
accounting setup had been establish- 
ed that would enable the company to 
make a switch on few hours notice. 
Plan has already been approved by 
most of the labor crafts and majority 
of producers are in favor of it. 

Complaint charging that J. Buck- 
ley Russell, dress extra, has been 
blacklisted by Central Casting Corp. 
for six months because of his affilia- 
tion with Cinema Players, Inc., has 
been filed with the NLRB. Cinema 
Players now has a petition pending 
before the NLRB to be certified as 
bargaining representative for extras, 
Latter must now be members of the 
Screen Actors Guild in order to work 
in the industry. 

Musicians Local 47 has authorized 
appointment of a committee to select 
a site for new headquarters and to 
dispose of present property. Com- 
mittee will report back at general 
meeting of organization late this 
month, 





Mrs. Poucher’s Escape 


Mrs. R. J. Poucher, wife of v.p. 
and executive committee member of 
Consolidated Films, escaped death 
last week near her home in Plain- 
field, N. J.. when the auto she was 
driving was struck by a fire truck. 
Her car was turned turtle and 
pushed for 50 feet, yet Mrs. Poucher 
escaped with hardly a scratch. 

Poucher was fire chief of Plainfield 
at one time. 


DISNEY’S OFFICE SPREAD 
Hollywood, March 7. 

Walt Disney moved his newspaper 
comic strip and book promotion de- 
partments to leased offices on Vine 
street, owing to crowded conditions 
at the main plart. 

The new Disney studio in Burbank 
is expected to be ready for 3 
cupancy in December, 
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~Here Comes Your Baby 


Full of zip...pep...dash and doing!...the 





National Screen Trailer running in ad- 
vance of your show! 
Seen... heard... entertaining... carrying 
conviction to seat buyers while they’re in” 
dolor ovVerere bas Weve) thar leavcuatitermueerteltereets 
sight ... sound... voice and the printed 
word! Action on your screen. Samples of 
what the picture is about. 
And how low in cost! How complete in 
coverage! 1s (eynaattetteltt in appeal! How 
> real a ticket-seller! 





- Big merchants...national advertisers would > 
. grab Rvelttg screen in a minute. You’ve got 
’ eat! Use it to the best advantage with 
» ‘National Screen Trailers 
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Chase National Continues Selling Of 
20-Fox; SEC Also Lists Mono Buys 


Washington, March 7. 
Heavy buying in motion picture 
stocks during January was revealed 
today (Tuesday) in the official sum- 
mary of the Securities & Exchange 
Camm 
Largest acquisitions were made by 
Trem Scott R. 


Hollywood, who 


sion. 


Carr and Dunlap, of 


each purchased 


16,629 shares of Monogram Picture: 


Corp. common Jan. 6 and 
lowed it four days 
chases of 6,194 shares-—bringing their 
tytal holdings to 22,823 shares. Sol 
A. Rosenblatt, former NRA motion 
picture administrator, dumped 11,228 
shares of the same—all but 1,000 
shares of his holdings. All 
gram deals were 
option privileges. 

Percival E. Furber, 


on 


iater with pur- 


of New 
Lux common, bringing his holdings | 
to 1.500 shares. Two other overdue | 
acquisitions were revealed under the 
name of Leslie E. Thompson, who re- | 
ceived 1,000 shares in July, 1937, and | 


the same amount a _ year later. | 
Thompson, all of whose nest-eggs 


were listed as Compensation, gathered | 
up 500 additional tickets in January, 
bringing his total to 3,500 shares at 
that time. 

Chase National Bank, which has 
sold several blocs of picture stocks 
recently, dropped 1,000 shares of | 
20th Century-Fox common, retaining | 
221.158 shares common and 671,916 | 
$1.50 cumulative preferred, Another 
film deal involved purchase of 2,000 
shares of Warner Bros. common 
stock by Jack L. Warner, to give him | 
90,060 shares common, 14,884 shares | 
of $3.85 cumulative preferred and 
1,183,000 optional 6% convertible 
debentures. 


CONS. SEEKING PROXIES 





Mono- | 
| 
carried out —_ 


' 
York, | 
listed purchase of 300 shares of Trans | 





TO RE-ELECT DIRECTORS 


Proxies are being sought by Con- 
solidated Film Industries, Inc., do- 
ing majority of the printing 
major producers, for the election of 
four directors at the annual meet- 
ing of the company scheduled for 
March 23. 
re-election are Herbert J. Yates, 
Jr., president of the company; Ed- 
ward C, Dearstyne, Joseph L. Aller 
and Richard W. Altschuler. 

In a proxy statement sent stock- 
holders, the stock controlled as of 
Feb. 10 by the four directors seek- 
ing re-election for a term of three 
years each is listed. Ownership is 
headed by Yates, with 7,782 pre- 
ferred and 202 common. shares. 
Dearstyne, as of that date, had 900 
preferred and 1,770 common, while 
Aller controlled 500 preferred and 
2117 common. Altschuler had no 


preferred and only four shares of | 


the common stock. 

While the proxy solicitation 
the company declares the annual 
meeting is to also transact such 
other business as may properly come 


by 


before it. J. E. McMahon, secretary | 


| 


+ 


| 


eral court suit yesterday (7) aga 
agency, | 


fol- 








CALLS QUIZ IDEA HIS 


Edward Pfeifer Sues 
Coe Agency 


Donahue & 


Edward J. Pfeifer filed a N. Y. fed- 
inst 


Donahue & Coe advertising 


and Edward J. Churchill, its head, 
for $100,000, claiming the plagiarism 
of an idea of his which was later 
developed into the ‘Movie Quiz’ by 


the defendants. 
Plaintiff claims the 
mitted but rejected. 


idea was sub- 


ASK MO. SUPREME C’T 
TO UPHOLD NICK OUSTER 


St. Louis, March 7. 
state supreme court 
last week heard arguments and sug- 
gestions filed in Circuit 
Judge Ernest F. Oakley in opposition 
to the writ of prohibition asked by 
John P. Nick, v.p. of IATSE and 
head of MPO Local 143, and Clyde 
A. Weston, business representative of 
the local, to prevent their being 
ousted from control of the local. 
It is declared in the suggestions 


The Missouri 


behalf of 





that ousting of Nick and Weston 
from ‘wrongfully dominating Local 
No. 143’ is desired by those who have 
a legal interest in the property in- 
volved, and the matter is not one 
subject to a writ of prohibition, but 
rightfully belonging to the Circuit 
Court. ‘To be perfectly frank,’ the 
argument says in part, ‘the issue 
raised is whether racketeering shall 
be continued in a trade union and 
whether or not free-born American 
citizens are to have saddled upon 
their shoulders a reign of terror 
which does violence to every tenet 
of the doctrines upon which democ- 
racies are founded.’ 

A few days previous, the Central 
Trades & Labor Union adopted a 
motion to regard the internal dif- 


| ficulties of Local 143 as a ‘closed in- 
| cident.’ 
lowing the reading of correspond- 
for 


The motion was passed fol- 


ence between the Central Trades 
body and William Green, president 
of the AFL. Central Trades had re- 
quested Green to obtain permission 


Four directors seeking | from George Browne, international 


prez of IATSE, to allow the execu- 
tive committee to take charge of the 
reorganization of Local 143. Green 
replied that Browne refused the re- 
quest with the explanation that the 
theatrical union preferred to handle 
its own internal difficulties. 


Nick is reported to have returned 
to Florida after furnishing a $5,000 
bond to answer the second charge of 
extortion, which was returned in an 
indictment by the local grand jury 
against him and Weston. 





Masters’ Mother Dies 








Haskell M. Masters, Canadian sales 


of Consolidated, states that the man- | manager for United Artists, was sud- 


agement does not intend to present 
any other business and does not 
know of any other business which 
may come before the meeting. 


Would Limit Trailers 


Wilmington, Del., March 7. 
Bill rolling around in the hopper 
of the Delaware Senate would limit 
trailers and all other advertising 
footage to three minutes a perform- 








ance, unless advertised conspicuous- | 
ly on billboards and in newspaper | 
Would also make it unlawful | 


ads. 
‘for any theatre to cut into, insert 


or display any advertisements, pre- , 


view or trailer in any newsreel,’ and 
the newsreel would have to be en- 
tirely of ‘news events.’ 

Fines of $50 for the first offense 
and $100 for second are provided. 
Half of the fine would go to the in- 
formant leading to conviction. 





Errol Flynn’s ‘Juan’ 


Hollywood, 
Errol Flynn plays the 
in ‘The Adventures of 
scheduled at Warners 
summer. 
Michael Curtiz directs from screen 
play by Roland Leigh. 


March 7. 

great love) 
Don Juan, 
for early 


denly summoned to Miami Thursday 
| (2) when word was received that his 
mother was killed-in an auto acci- 
dent outside her hotel on Wednes- 
day (1). 


Masters brought the body back to 
Montreal, 





Music May Soothe ’Em 
Jersey City, which has gained 
Notoriety as a labor and political 
| battle ground, is going arty. Jer- 
jsey City Philharmonic Symphony 





give a series of four concerts at 
Snyder highschool this spring, J. 


Randolph Jones conducting. 





Mrs. Piazza’s Parents’ 50th 
Albany, March 7. 
Ben Piazza, v.-p. of Major Pictures 
Corp.. was here over the weekend 
with his wife and daughter, Rita, to 
attend the 50th wedding anniversary 
of Mrs. Piazza’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Garry Cappellano, 
Piazza’s wife appeared 
old Bert Lytell-Evelyn Vaughn stock 
company at Harmanus 
Hall here, and was playing ‘Tiger 
Rose’ in New Orleans when Piazza 
| married her in 1920. 





In Fla. Auto Accident 


Orchestra has been formed and will | 


Mayor Frank Hague is understood | 


with the | 


Bleecker | 


Blue-Blood Infusion 





Hollywood, March 7. 
Old world aristocracy crashed 
the 10% biz with the addition of 
Baroness Else von Koczian to 
the Paul Kohner agency here as 


associate, 
The baroness recently arrived 
from Europe, where she had 





been a scout for Universal. 


2856 Anti-Trust 
Suit Aimed at 8 








| ( bh Di 1 
Cos. by Dixie Ups 
— : 

Atlanta, March 7. 
$285,000 damages was 
(2) in U. S. district 
W. Peck, Sr., and 
W. Peck, charging 


suit for 
filed Thursday 
j} court by John 
| Mrs. Gertrude 


| eight major picture companies with | 
| violation of the Clayton Anti-Trust 

| Act 
| Pecks 


in distribution of films. 

claim that, as and 
lessees of two theatres in Sylacauga, 
Ala., and one in Dublin, Ga., 
were forced to liquidate at a 
because defendants contracted with 
a rival operator to supply feature 
pictures. Petition states that Roy 
Martin, chain operator, built opposi- 
tion houses in two towns named and 


owners 


loss 


soon afterwards defendant com- 
panies ‘did conspire and agree 
among themselves and with said 
Martin not to sell, lease or license 
to plaintiffs any first-class feature 
film.’ 


Companies named are Paramount 
Pictures Distributing Co., Inc., RKO 
Pathe Distributing Corp., M-G-M 
Distributing Corp., Vitarvaph, Inc., 
Fox Films Corp., United Artists, 
Universal Film Exchanges and Co- 
lumbia Pictures Corp. A. C. Brom- 
berg, described as a distributor for 
some of the film companies, was 
also listed as a defendant. 

Pecks claimed they lost $45,000 in 


| Sylacauga and $50,000 in Dublin. 
| They seek triple damages and at- 


torneys’ fees. 


U. S. Diggers Done 
Los Angeles, March 7. 

Uncle Sam’s probers wound up 
two years of digging into local film 
exchanges in quest of possible viola- 
tions of the anti-trust laws. 

Albert Law and Harold Collins, 
special assistant to the U. S. attorney 
general, are drafting their final re- 
port, to be transmitted to Thurman 
W. Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney 
general, in charge of anti-trust vio- 
lations. 


Al Rosen Must Pay Off 
Orlando for Symphonies 








Los Angeles, March 7. 
Superior court ordered Al Rosen 
to pay Guido Orlando half the 
profits he made on a deal whereby 





Paramount released six Symphonic | 


| featurettes. 

| Pact called for an even split of 
| commissions for release of the pic- 
tures, valued at $60,000. 





_Hecht-MacArthur Oppose 


Exam. in Connie’s Suit 


Attorneys for Ben Hecht and 

Charles MacArthur last week filed 
—_— in New York supreme court 
| opposing the demand of Constance 
Bennett for examination of the 
writers before trial in the suit she 
started a year and a half ago. 
| Charles Lederer, film writer and rep 
|} for Hecht and MacArthur, is also 
named as a defendant. 
| Actress is seeking to recover $62,- 
500 for alleged breach of contract. 
Writers were guaranteed $50,000 to 
write an original story for her, and 
a $2,500 deposit paid to 
No story was delivered. Miss Ben- 
nett claims she passed up $60,000 
worth of picture offers while waiting 
for her story to turn up. 

Howard Reinheimer, representing 
Hecht-MacArthur, claim her suit is 
without foundation, in that the con- 
| tract was actually consummated be- 
| twee. the plaintiff and A. C. Blumen- 


in violation of other commitments 
by the defendants. The $2,500 de- 
posit had also been offered for re- 
turn to Miss Bennett, but not ac- 
|cepted. Schwartz & Frohlich repre- 
sent the actress. 


they | 


Lederer. | 


thal, and furthermore, is illegal and | 





NASHVILLE'S BIG B.0. 





Nashville, March 7, 





Methodism and_ the 
have 


Sunday 


l ern 
| church 
| 

| they 


favor films. 


| picture theatres are open for regu- 
Hiss performances and the residents 
| 

are responding by jamming down- 
tcwn houses to capacity—and nabes 


also report strong business 
Sunday operations in 
may 


| 


in, Springfield and Clarksville. 
| The showing of the 


partment to augment 


area and caused congestion 


department also kept special patrols 
ion duty at the theatres. 

| Sunday films became legal last 
| week, Theatre managers feared 
church leaders might attempt to 
combat the ordinance through the 


will now be attempted. 
The city has had Sunday baseball 
fur the past several years. 


Par's $4,096,000 
38 Net Profits; 





Winding 
fashion, 


the year in 
the fourth 


up 
with 


strong 


| mount for the first quarter this year 
| (1939) is comparatively powerful 
land is expected to substantially top 

the initial same three months (Janu- 
| ary-March) of 1938. It is anticipated 

that the earnings will run somewhere 
| between $1,000,000 and $1,500,000 the 
| first quarter ending April 1, giving 

the company a highly encouraging 
| start for ‘39. 

Par’s earnings for all of ’38 is esti- 
mated by the company, prior to of- 
ficial announcement of the figures by 
ithe board of directors, at $4,096,000. 
The final quarter of the year thus 
more than doubled the prior three 
quarters, this being due in part to 
year-end declaration of dividends by 
theatre subsidiaries which are owned 
| wholly or partly by the parent com- 
pany. Earnings of the theatres to 


do not include $340,000 representing 
net capital and non-recurring in- 
come, plus $87,000 profit on purchase 
of debentures of Par Pictures, Ine. 
Also not included is $445,000, repre- 
senting dividends received by Par 
|and its consolidated subsids from 
| non-consolidated subsidiary com- 
| panies in excess of Par’s direct and 
| indirect net interest as a stockhélider 
|in combined earnings for the 


} 





| partial distribution of share of earn- 
ings of prior 1938 quarters. 
20th and Loew 

Directors of 20th-Fox declared a 
‘cash dividend of 50c per share on 
| the common and 37'4c on preferred 
}at the meeting last Thursday (2), 
| covering first quarter of the year. 
| Both payments will be made March 
| 31 to stock gn record March 15. 
| Loew’s also made 50c declaration 
on common, payable March 31 to 
; stock on record March 14. Loew 
| dividend maintains $2 annual rate. 








Jones Loses Tax Appeal 


Atlanta, March 7. 

| Fifth U. S. circuit court of appeals 
jin New Orleans Friday (3) laid 
,Bobby Jones, former amateur golf 
|champ, a perfect stymie when they 
turned down his appeal to recover 
$51,815.17 in income taxes and inter- 
est paid on incomes derived from 
a series of golfing shorts for Warner 
Bros. in 1931 and 1933. 


} 
| 


incomes involved, having sold his 
services to his father for $1,000 an- 
nually. Government contended that 
golfer’s income was diverted, 
| through his parent, into trust funds 
|for Bobby’s three minor children. 


SUNDAYS; NOW OK 


| The residents of this seat of south- 
Baptist 
left little doubt that 
For the 
first time in the history of the city 


Nashville 
lead to legalization of Sunday 
films in several other mid-Tennessee 
cities including Murfreesboro, Frank- 
first Sunday | 
pix here forced the city police de- 
its traffic de- 
| tai} as autos jammed the downtown 
The fire 


courts but it is not believed that this 


20th, Loew Divvys 


quarter 
| earnings running to $2,200,000, Para- | 


Par as a stockholder amounted to | 
$1,215,000. Profits to parent company | 


last | 
quarter, such excess representing a | 


Jones claimed he did not receive | 


TRY TO BAN 
N. Y. BINGO 





Efforts of N. Y. License Commis. 
| sioner Paul Moss to secure a con- 
|viction in Special Sessions court 
against the Jewel theatre on a charge 
of running a lottery have failed, 
General Sessions Judge Morris Koe. 
nig yesterday (Tuesday) removed 
the case to General from Special 
Sessions, on motion of Harry G, 
Kosch, attorney for the theatre. 


Judge Koenig also granted de. 
fendants a trial by jury, on the 
;grounds that valuable property 


|rights and exceptional circumstances 
ot public interest are involved, and 
because the ultimate decision would 
have a far-reaching effect. 


The matter now goes before a 
| grand jury and indictments will have 
to be found against the theatre and 
its owner, the Belle Theatres. Inc., 
before case can be brought before a 
jury. 

| Commissioner Moss had pinned his 
| hopes on a conviction in Special Ses- 
| Sions, intending it to be a test case 
/on which he could revoke the li- 
|}censes of all theatres and non-the- 
| atrical organizations in Greater New 
| York now playing bingo and other 
| prize games. 


La Crosse, Wis., March 7. 
Robert S. Cowie, 
private citizen, filed a 
j complaint in circuit court Saturday 
Bo to test the legality of bank 
nights. Complaint names the La 
Crosse Theatres Co., which operates 
five houses here, and the Welworth 
Theatres Co., which has two. 
Complaint claims that the theatres 
were wilfully violating the constitu- 
| tion and statutes of Wisconsin, It 
|; charges that large sums of money 
‘have been gambled, hazarded and 
i|lost by thousands of persons, in- 
cluding minors.’ 

Judge Cowie stirred a tempest last 


Circuit Judge 


Wisconsin Bank Night Test 
| 
i 
| 
lacting as a 


November when he told the county 
board here that open gambling had 
given La Crosse the reputation of 
being ‘one of the most wide open 
cities in the state.” Two months 
earlier the Welworth Theatres Co. 
had been acquitted of charges of 
operating a lottery in the form of 
bank night. A _ similar complaint 
against the La Crosse Theatres Co, 


was also dismissed at that time. 


Mich. Solons Plan Ban 
Detroit, March 7. 

The Michigan legislature is con- 
sidering a bill which would declare 
bingo, keno and similar games a le- 
gal entertainment, if sponsored by 
churches, veteran and fraternal or- 
ganizations for their own purposes, 
A similar measure passed the legis- 
lature last year, but was vetoed by 
Gov. Frank Murphy. 

Bill deciares that the raffling of 
mérchandise under these circum- 
stances ‘shall not be construed as 
conducting a lottery, or as gambling, 
and shall not be in violation of state 
laws.’ 





| The bill was apparently prompted 
| by a police raid recently on the huge 
| bingo nights held by Moose lodge 
| here. 


2 RKO Films in a Row 
Into R. C. Music Hail 


Radio City Music Hall has set two 
RKO pictures in a row to follow 
‘Stagecoach,’ which goes into a sec- 











ond week tomorrow (Thursday). 
They are ‘Love Affair,’ opening 
March 16, and ‘The Castles’. 


| ‘Dark Victory’ on which the Hall 
has been dickering with Warners 15 
declared to be in doubt. ‘King of 
the Turf’ (UA), ready for weeks 
now, is also doubtful. 


Par 2 Up on Scribes 


Hollywood, March . 
Seven writers finished their chores 
'and checked off the Paramount lot 
'as five more checked in. ds 
Going out were Ed Beloin, William 
Morrow, Charles Martin, Garnett 
Weston, Robertson White and Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart. Taken on were 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Walter 





vip a 
'Franz Schulz, Wilkie Mahoney ‘@n¢ 
| Marion Spitzer. 
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Pitt’ No. 1 Stickup Man Nabbed, 


But Unarmed; Mor. Admits Thefts 


—_——. 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 
Pittsburgh’s greatest wave of the- 


atre box-office robberies came to an | 


end here Thursday night (2) when 
police nabbed 
Plies as he attempted to hold up 

Art Cinema, foreign film site. Youth 
who said he graduated from Dart- 


iy . } +s ly ] 
mouth, where he 1 j 


25-year-old 


booth, 
simulati 
her to 
flashed a li 
Welsh, ticket-taker in 
she in turn signaled a 
duty inside ] 


arrest imm<¢ 


For past week. city authorit 
have had at least one p! clothes- 
man siationed at ev { tre 
town as a resul t 
of rob! ae é 
in the last year inat tne Art Cinema 
had } Pe 

Pl; 


lies claim 
with the robbery last week 

Vista Amus. Co. On that job, two 
gunmen forced their way into the 
office and forced a girl employee to 
open the safe, which they relieved 
of $250. 


1 nothing to do 


] of Beuna 


we 


Mgr. Admits Thefts 
Buffalo, March 7. 
Edward Gwarek, 21, manager 
New Oakdale, southside nabe, 
mitted faking a burglary at the 
house in order to cover thefts of 
candy, cash and silverware. Gwarek 
is also charged with having split a 
$60 bank nite prize. 
Detectives revealed that the lucky 
ticket was fastened in a crack in the 


of 
ad- 


keg from which the stubs were 
pulled. The prize was divided be- 
tween Gwarek and a_66riend, 
Gwarek pleaded guilty to the 
charges. 


} 
G eorge 





. — 


$1,000 Akron Fire 


Akron, March 7. 
Stanley Fitz, operat Ov 


fume and $1.000 da 


> 


( y 
x ] ) tn 
cow wn hre dD 
or ’ 
O id ) were I 
T ) f the ré i 
it out the wv ce. 
QQ wT r 3 °3 
at eee oh A. paca a% ; 
Scme Vermont Exies 
5 e 
fer Dav eof Rest 
Pre'er Day of Res 
To Sunday Pix Ok 
eo tihe . 
1d Caneay Pl JKAY 
I Vt ( "7 
A } ( i 
throushout Vermont today 
(Tue l iy) is that in ne ndent ex- 
ibitors in some of the small towns 
e d to e s] n no particular 
des y obtain an okay. Their in- 


ifference, if not hostility, is predi- 
cated on the belief that they will 
ros more in seven days than in 
31x. Several small town the: 
owners are reported to have taken 
the attitude that they prefer Sunday 
as a day of rest. 


Lire 


In the larger spots, theatre own- 
ers have helped to mobilize local 
sentiment for a favorable vote. This 


is true, too, in certain outer towns. 


In anticipation of approval by the | 
| voters, a 
| tentatively 


of theatres have 
product 


number 
lined up 


| screening Sunday (12). 


| 





Lantz Sues Caravel 
Los Angeles, March 7. 
Walter Lantz Productions has filed 
suit for $2,490 against Caravel Films, 
Inc., as balance due on commercial 
cartoon made in 1936. 


Lantz claims Caravel paid only 
$23,100 on total price of $25,590. 











ite 


for | 


Old ‘Year’ Back 


————— 


Hollywood, March 7. 


| 
| 


‘First Year’ is being readied 
for filming at 20th-Fox for the 
third time, this time under Sol 
Wurtzel’s supervision. 

Picture was made as a silent 

| by Fox Films in 1926 and as a 
| talker with Janet Gaynor and 
Charles Farrell co-starred in 


1932. 


? NEW WICHITA 
JOUSES: MORE 


te 





Mais 


we 
RIT DIN 
DESL ARES * al 
ss a ee a on 
Wichita, Kan., March 7 
Wichita is to have ti new thea- 
tres. one now under construction and 
the other scheduled to start immedi- 
| nd 1 for ¢ pancy by 
15 r [. Slo wer will b 
} ) j ) y + { { 700- 
1 ‘ 
$35,000 Sl te: 
he Southern and State theatres 
here 
The 600-seat theater now unde! 
construction will be operated by; 
Harold Gibbson and L. L. Gottschick 
ff Joplin, Mo. They operated the 


Electric, Joplin, Mo., until its sale to 
Fox-Midwest. 

Two for Wilmington 

Wilmington, Del., March 7. 

Seaford, Del., south of here, where 

the DuPont Company has started 
construction on an $8,000,000 nylon 
yarn plant, has been getting along 
all right on one theatre until an- 
nouncement of the plant. Now two 
more will be built. 


has announced he will build a new 
house on the site of a stone quarry. 
Schine Circuit will build across the 
street. 


$300 Loot 
Milwaukee, March 7. 
Burglars broke into 
i theatre safe in suburban Watertown 
early Thursday (2) and escaped with 
an estimated $300. 
Entry apparently 
| Caroue a skylight. 
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Starts Fri.: James Cagney, 


“Oklahoma Kid’’ 















MICKEY 
ROONEY 


in Mark Twain’s “The Adventures of 


HUCKLEBERRY FINN” 


Broadway 5ist Street 


Doors Open 9:30 a.m. 

25c to i p.m.atali times; 

B’way and 45tn St. Midnite show every nite 
Continuous Performances, Popular Prices 
LESLIE HOWARD in Bernard Shaw's 


¥YGMALION 


14th Big Week! An M-G-M Hit 











CHICK 
WEBB 


And Band 
Ella Fitzgerald 


| PARAMOUNT Sc scc | 
| on 


Bob 
HOPE 


\| Martha 
RAYE 


“NEVER 
SAY DIE” 





| Trade Confabs 











(Continued from page 17) 





draft of the distributors and sub- 
mitted one of its own, with subse- 
quent meetings held, states that ‘no 
further proposals were received in 


Committee to make a final report be- 








fore March 1, as required by the 
resolution of the Board of Directors.’ 
With the committee having no fur- 
ther report to make, the board will 
not be convened, Allied officially de- 
clares. 

The indie exhibitor organization 
states that as a result of authority 
expiring March 1, the distributors 
lare free, however, to 


| 





|counsel of Allied, for forwarding by 
|mail to the directors for such ac- 
tion as they may see fit to take. 
Prolonged Wait? 

Those in the industry who are 
awaiting termination of the confer- 
ences to see conciliation placed in 








longed wait. 
bugaboo of some in the business, 





= MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


| “STAGECOACH 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











was again brought out in the light 
for analysis by several trade experts 
during the past week. 

The old argument was revived that 








cancellation might 





| ith Avy. & 50th St. “THE LITTLE 


R 0) X Y| PRINCESS” 


ALL 95¢T0 | _on 
SEATS ““ 1PM.) ow 


the Stage— 





Stage Show 


conceivably 


a distributors’ take. 

Based on the theory that there are 
16,000 regular run picture theatres 
in this country, averaging four fea- 
tures weekly, advocates of the out- 
jlined cancellation point out that 
|there always are 64,000 
whether the cancellation is 10% 


or 





Starts Thursday 


“TOPPER 
TAKES A 
TRIP” 


Roland Young 
Constance 
Bennett 
Kitty Carlisle 
—Others— 


TODAY ONLY 
“THE SHINING 
HOUR” 


MILTON BERLE 
In Person 











| 50%. 





"THE SPIRIT 
OF CULVER" 


UNITED RIVOLI at 49th St. 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 





Cancellation averages 10%, but it 
runs up to 20%. In actual practice, 
10% 


hibitor to decide whether he wants 
to hold a picture over, cancel out 
some product or leave the setup as 





1S, 





Theatres and Exchanges 


| - meee 
Everett Leaves Republic 

Refusing a transfer to New York, 
H. H. Everett, district manager for 
Republic in the southeast, headquar- 
tering at Charlotte, has resigned 
from the company. Rep wanted to 
bring him into the home office. Be- 
cause of future plans, now not an- 
nounced, he wants to remain in Char- 


lotte 
C] I Hil er pec il representa- 
tive in the uth for Rep the p x 
yntl l Everett He will 


nake his headquarte1 in Atlanta 
istead of Charlotte 
Schine’s Switches 
Syracuse, March 7. 

‘ ] } ] ] tring 7 
Anotnel Wwhnoie - ring Ot 
~w York Schine 
been effected 


in upstat 


personnel has 


as a ult of promotion of Harold 
Raiv manager of RKO-Schine Par- 
amount theatre here, to the post of 

trict booker for hine theatres 
in Buffalo and Rochester. 

Eric Wright, manager of Glove, 
Gloversville, has been named man- 
ager of the Para yunt, succeeding 
Raive James McAllister, formerly 
of Ogdensburg, ha been named 
manager of Palace, Eastwood, which 


became a Schine house last week. 
Moore Moves to Pitt 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 
(Dinty) Moore, former head 
of WB's N. Y. metropolitan houses 
and more recently in charge of WB- 
pooled Standard Theatres in 


B. P. 
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Okla- | 


| homa City, has just been named 
Main Line district manager for Cir- 
cuit here under zone chief Harry 
Kalmine. Takes over new duties | 
immediately, covering towns of 
Johnstown, Tyrone, State College, 
Wilkinsburg and Ambridge. Spots 
had previously been in charge of | 


T. E. Ayres, owner of the Palace, | 


C. J. Latta, but he’s being relieved 
to enable him to concentrate on in- 
side office duties as first assistant to 
Kalmine. 

Joe Castorelli, former local exhib 
who has been operating Plaza in 


| Youngstown, O., for nearly a year, 
| has just acquired another spot in 
that territory. It’s the Canfield, 


the Classic | 


| sence to direct 


Canfield, O., which has been closed 
for several months. He’ll reopen it 
this week. 

George Tyson, publicity director 
for Harris Amusement Co., leaves 
around middle of May for Atlantic 
City on a four-month leave of ab- 
annual Showmen’s 


| Jubilee (beauty pageant) for third 
successive year. He'll be replaced 
during his absence again by Ken 


Noel. 


Sid Rose Elevated 
Omaha, March 7. 
Sid R. Rose, of Chicago, has been 
named manager of the Warner Bros. 
office here. He succeeds Earle Per- 
kins, who moves to Minneapolis. 


Three Houses Reopen 


Fairfield, Neb., March 7. 
F. W. Anderson has reopened the 





time to permit Allied’s Negotiating | 


Joyo here after being closed for a 
year. 


| house, 


submit any | 
|| further proposals to the general 


operation, appear to be in for a pro- | 
Cancellation, long aj, 


cancellation is going to cost the com- | 


panies a lot of money. It was! 
pointed out that exhibitors have 
broken down this thesis and have 


| convinced veterans in the trade that | 
in- 
crease revenue rather than cut into} 


playdates, | 


of the cheaper pictures would | 


be supplanted by more expensive | 
product. It is strictly up to the ex- 





Walnut, Ia., March 7. 
Roy S. Werky has unshuttered the 
Strand here. It had been dark for 
more than a year. 


| Sacramento, March 7, 
| Empire, fourth show house in 


Chico, Cal., and the second new one 
Since the first of the year, opened 
last week. It was built by N. C. 
Steele, Colusa theatre man, and is 
managed by James P. Myers. 





McCoy Quits Saenger 
New Orleans, March 7. 

Howard McCoy, for 12 years an 
executive with E. V. Richard’s 
Saenger Co., has resigned in favor 
of roughing it in New Mexico. 
| He has bought a half interest in a 
ranch, 


Dark 10 Years, Reopening 
Rochester, March 7. 
Nabe Palace is being renovated by 


= 


|ing to the Minneapolis branch: and 


William Shartin, Minneapolis office 
is taking over managership of S : 


eat oe 

exchange. Latter replaces Al Ox. 

toby, resigned. 
Suiits Movie Quiz Coin 

S. E. Schwahn, manager of the 
Granada, Luwrence, Kan., who won 
first prize for towns of 15.000 " 
under in Motion Picture's Gre t 
Year campaigh con t, split the 0 
rd with | int y 
Scott, who compiled t re 
wa 1 

Y Lo n () 
J > Ci OD " 
Cc y 
c , ~~ 
| ry) ? 
six 
r yre, 2 
r 

V n Ald \ n : f 

! built (¢ e, 1,000 " 
t run |} 

2, 0 lished 1 n 
ove y Rome «¢ } no i = 
cessfully for polic of v ae 
dish fili 

I Bou r, mana ] , 
I ly buil n 
scl ( n 
No ucce pul l 

St.. Louis, March 7 

The H yl] \ ) l downto, n, sh it- 
tered 

Frank Bizzi has reopened Colonial, 
Manchester, Mo., padlocked 1 tly 
after Leo Landau filed bankruptcy 
petition. 

Frisina Circuit awarded contract 


for 600-seater, the Bond, Greenville 


Iil.; $30,000 earmarked for structure. 


Also operates the Lyric, Greenville 
Peulah I. DuNune rebuilding the 
Hardacre, Tipton, Ia., recently dam- 


aged by fire 


Clarence E. Cook, Maryville. Mo., 


j}remodeling his 800-seater in Mary- 
ville. 
New 750-seater being erected in 


Carmi, Ill., for Frank Barnes. 

V. P. Moody, Mountain Grove, Mo., 
rebuilding his Cameo, recently dam- 
aged by fire. Another 20,000 will be 


|} spent in rebuilding theatre damaged 


by fire in Excelsior, Mo. 
mers and William 
owners, 

Finney Theatre Corp. (Fanchon & 
Marco) purchased a corner lot in 
Negro section to erect 1,500-seater 
next summer. 

Fox-Midwest Corp. 


J. M. Sum- 
A. Craver the 


mulling idea 


|of unpadlocking the Star, 700-seater, 





It is Fairfield’s only picture | 





Jacob Weisenborn for reopening in | 


about six weeks. House, renamed 
the Sun, has been’ boarded up for 
19 years, 

Hilger’s Republic Post 


Atlanta, March 7. 


southern sales 
Pictures. 
_He will have charge of 11 Dixie 
states, with headquarters in Atlanta. 
Shea Mer. Moves 
Marietta, O., March 7, 
For L. Bowers, manager 
Shea’s Ohio and 


Forney of 


She I Strand here, trans- 
ferred to Bradford, Pa., to manage 
Shea’s and Grand there. He suc- 


ceeds Jack W. Hynes, recently shifted 
to Youngstown to manage the Para- 
mount, 


Warner Bros. Changes 





Benton, Ill., dark several years. 
Pitner & Barnes, who operate the 
Strand, 450 seats, Fairfield, Ill., con- 
template building another house in 
same town. 


Veiller Resting in N. Y. 


Anthony Veiller, having completed 
a writing contract at RKO, is in 
New York for four or five weeks’ 
vacation. 

On his return to the Coast he will 
become assistant to William Le- 
Baron, Paramount production head. 


SEATTLE 





(Continued from page 10) 


and ‘Dramatic School’ (M-G), fine 
$8,300, but no moveover, with H-E 
having but one house to move to 


(BM) due to new policy at MB. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Let Live’ (Col) and ‘Spy Hunt’ 
(Col). Headed for smart $4,700. 
Last week ‘Each Other’ (UA) (4th 
wk), good $3,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850; 32-37-42)—‘Pygmalion’ (M-G). 
With remodeled house and great ad 
vance billing, plus exploitation, this 
solo looks set for a run. This week’s 
take is in the great class with $5,500, 
Last week house was dark. 

Orpheum (Hamrick Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42 )—‘Musketeers’ (20th) 
and ‘Chan in Honolulu’ (20th). Fair 
$4,000. Last week ‘Wings Navy’ 
(WB) and ‘King Underworld’ (WB), 
big $7,200 nine days. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 

| 37-42)—‘Woman Doctor’ (Rep) and 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (Par) plus vaude. 
Fair at $3,800. Last week ‘Dark 


Clair —. Hilgers has been appoint- 
manager for Republic | 


Sands’ (Ind) and ‘Forged Passport’ 
(Rep) plus vaude, good $4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Stagecoach’ (U) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). Big 
$7,300, but more had been expecte l. 
Last eek ‘Gunga’ (RKO) “ine 
side Story’ (20th) (2d wk) at 
$6,200. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) 
‘Angels’ (WB) and 
Again’ (Col). Good 


and 
solid 


(800; 21-32)— 
‘That Woman 
enough $2,200. 


| Lost week ‘Artists Models’ (Par) and 


Grad Sears, sales head of Warner | 
Bros, has moved two film salesmen | 


up into exchange manager posts. 
| Sid Rose, Chicago salesman, is tak- 
jing over the WB office in Omaha. 
| replacing Earl Perkins, who is shift- 


‘Peck’s Bad Boy’ (RKO), $2,100. 
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NAB. GALLO A 
TACTICS HUDDLE 


Copyright committee of the Na- 
Association of Broadcasters 
will meet March 30 at the Ambas- 
sador hotel, N. Y., to consider a 





completery new approach to the so- 
lution of the problems involving the | 
American Society of Composers, Au- 

thors and Publishers. The srogrem | i 
which will be submitted by Neville 
Miller, NAB prez, and others pre- 
supposes a thorough housecleaning 
of all past concepts on how the ques- 
tion should be handled. The com- 
mittee would first try to get a well- 
rounded picture of all facets of the | 
problem before entering into any 
discussions with ASCAP on a new 
contract. 

It is Miller’s belief that the time 
has come for the NAB to take in- | 
ventory of the whole copyright sit- | 
uation. Before undertaking to build 
a new case he wants the past re- 
viewed. According to his plans, the 
committee would in a series of ses- 
sions, make a preliminary study cov- 
ering such topics as (1) the nature 
of ASCAP'’s inner setup and opera- 
tions, (2) history of the broadcasters’ 
negotiations with ASCAP, (3) legal 
remedies against ASCAP, if any, (4) 
possible means of working out a new 
licensing basis with ASCAP, and (5) 
counter-moves against ASCAP, legis- 
lative and litigatory. 

The NAB huddlers will also at- 
tempt to determine which of these | 
counter-attacks have been 
or give any promise of getting any- 
where. Among proposed solutions | 
slated for review are (1) the per |! 
piece licensing plan, (2) state legis- 
lative action against ASCAP, (3) 
make the network assume the major 
copyright burden, and (4) force the 
dissolution of ASCAP. 


ARCH McDONALD WILL 
SPIEL DODGERS IN N.Y. 


——__ 


proved, | 





Arch McDonald, who for years 
has been calling ‘em on WJSV, 
Washington, will do the play-by- 


play announcing of the Yankee and 
Giants games over WABC, N. Y. 
Schedule of pre-season games for 
both WABC and WOR, Newark, 
which will carry the Brooklyn Dodg- 
ers games, is now under discussion. 

Red Barber, formerly of WLW, 
Cincinnati, has the calling assign- 
ment on WOR. Sponsorship on all 
three series will rotate among Gen- 
eral Mills, Socony-Vacuum and Proc- 
ter & Gamble. WHN will duplicate 
the Dodge broadcasts. 


KID SHOW AT 8 P.M. 


Dari-Rich Drops Afternoon Quarters 
For Evening Half-Hour 








Bowey’s, Inc., distributor of the 
Dari-Rich chocolate drink, is on the 
verge of changing the time routine 
of its ‘Terry and the Pirates’ series. 
It will remain on the NBC blue 
(WJZ) link, but instead of using 
three late afternoon quarter-hours a 
week the account will make it a 
weekly half-hour, starting at 8 p.m. 

It will be the first time that a 
network kid show has been cleared 
at this hour. The period is still a 
half-hour later than the released pe- 
riod for ‘The Lone Ranger’ (7:30 p.m. 
EST). 


Man of Varied on 
Salt Lake City, March 7. 
Chester Dowse, who resigned as 
secret operative of the Utah liquor | 
control commission to become a_| 
liquor manufacturers’ agent, has now 
become master of ceremonies on 
half-hour sponsored by the Electrical 
League of Utah over KDYL. 
tint will be aired from the KDYL 
Radio Playhouse, which seats 450. | 
Besides Dowse, support includes | 
Fielding K. Smith, comedian; Bob 
Reese, tenor; Janyce Don, blues war- 
bler, and station house orchestra | 
batoned by By Woodbury. 





i have any ideas, 
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| paralyzing fear of extinction at the 


sive 


'stickers on the back 
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a! made of the returns are retained by 








GO AFTER A THREE-YEAR LICENSE! 





Chairman McNinch blew his top last week in 
Washington. He did himniself little good; he 
did Commissioner Craven little harm. What 
he did accomplish was to make it pretty clear 
to any who doubted it before, that radio regu- 
lation is up to its eyebrows in politics. A con- 
gressional investigation now seems inevitable. 
That, too, will probably be a merry partisan 
romp, with the 1940 tactics of the revitalized 
Republican party obviously hoping to make 
|the most of it. Meanwhile, the radio industry 
is the whipping boy, the patsy, the he-done-it 
fall guy. 

What can radio do to protect itself from poli- 
tics? Nobody seems to know. Or, if they 
nobody seems to have the guts 
to talk about them openly, or boldly move to 
apply them. Radio goes pussy-footing along, 
more conscious of the politicians than the pub- 
lic. (The public is radio’s friend; a thought 
worth remembering.) Radio won't talk back 


|to the politicians, won’t come out and throw 


down the gauntlet. Radio keeps on forever 
and a day in its cat-like watching of the Wash- 
ington mouse-hole, out of which some day, 
somehow, magically, without date or design, 
it expects to grab a sensible set of basic condi- 
tions, a three-year license and other needed 
changes. 

It is true that various steps in the right di- 
rection have been taken. But toothpicks 
have been used where beams were needed. 
Always the politicians have been boot-licked. 
execs cant shake off their 
caprice of 
afew men in Washington. They grumble and 
complain and feel badly treated, but still they 
do it the politicians’ way—backstairs, jockey- 
ing, lobbying but seldom openly articulating, or 
boldly proclaiming the radio industry’s impres- 
case—a case beyond successful frontal 
attack. It’s a nice idea to paste explanatory 
f every new radio set 
But these messages are not loud enough 
mighty 


seem to 


sold. 
to register on ears attuned only to the 
organ-blasts of modern propaganda. 
Survival of the radio industry, as now con- 
stituted, may depend upon getting the indus- 
try out of politics. One obvious step in that 
direction is the three-year license under which 
the present premium on political connections 
would be lessened. Through a three-year li- 
cense, businessmen who operate honestly could 
feel like respectable persons, instead of poten- 
tial criminals forever on probation. 
Supercilious critics of broadcasting will, of 
course, have little sympathy for the long li- 
cense plea. They premise their thinking on 
the idea that broadcasters were either remark- 
ably lucky, or definitely conniving, or they 
would not have a license to broadcast in the 
first place. Being either the white-haired 
child of luck, or the eum-shoe kid of skulldug- 
gery, the broadcaster—under this reasoning— 
should be kept always on the uncertain seat 
without respite at any time. They hold the 


P&G’S ANNUAL CHECK 


| 
Seed Giveaway on eats Perkins’ from | 
March 9-17 





*Proctez & Gamble starts its annual | 
check on station coverage and popu- | 
larity March 9 with a seed giveaway 
on Oxydol’s ‘Ma Perkins’ serial over 
the NBC Red (WEAF) link. The of- 
fer will extend through the 17th. 

This time F & G has selecied an 
hookup. The analyses | 





on CBS Sunday 


summer. 





| 
the account for its own information | 
. ] 

and guidance. | 
| 


Luckenbill’s Operation 


Tom Luckenbill, radio exec on the 
Lux account in the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, is recovering from an 
operation of his knee which had been 
performed the week before last at | 
Doctors’ hospital, N. Y. 

He will be back on the job next 
week. 


The 
ing of the ways. 


turer about two 


GULF GUILD SHOW 
FOLDS ON JUNE 4 


Gulf Oil winds up its ee 
with the Screen Writers Guild show. 
nights, 
substitutes a cheaper 
The question of renewing 
the Guild stanza has yet to come up. 


Original contract was for 17 weeks 


Frank Smith nits Gruen 


Frank Smith has 
vertising manager 
two came to an amicable part- 
Smith is expected 
tu return to radio. 

Smith joined the watch manufac- 


from WLW, Cincinnati, 
been sales manager. 


broadcaster bereft of social consciousness, or 
community responsibility, and certain to take 
a chance if the odds of getting away with it are 
promising. 

Which is part of the paradox of radio—an 
industry that pleases, delights and constantly 
impacts the public; that shows by its every- 
day operation how successfully it understands 
and how wisely, in the main, it interprets what 
the public wants or will accept. Men and or- 
ganizations sufficiently smart, sure-footed and 
understanding to broadcast 75,000 programs— 
more or less—every year and have only an ex- 
tremely rare squawk, are held unworthy of a 
vote of confidence based on demonstrable 
merit. 

Mandatory three-year broadcasting permits 
were proposed in Congress last week as a 
means of preventing governmental intimida- 
tion of station owners. Bill revising the pres- 
ent statute was sponsored by Rep. Clarence J. 
MecCleod, Michigan Republican, and was sent 
to the House Interstate Commerce Committee 
for study. The radio industry might study it, 
too. 

Different from other similar suggestions put | 
forward in past years, McCleod’s measure 
would specifically ban review of the political 
conduct of industry members. 
ing that the minimum term must be three 
years instead of six months, the Detroiter pro- 
posed a restriction to the effect that in passing 
on renewal pleas ‘the Commission shall not 
take into consideration any political views ex- 
pounded over the station of the applicant or 
any political views held or expressed by the 
applie ant.’ 

Like a lot of other people and organizations 
in the advertising business, radio has been re- 
miss in self-advertising. Seldom has radio got- 
ten together to do anything beyond passing 





ASCAP SKIRMISHING STARTS 
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HART 


John G. Paine, general manager of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
scored what he termed the progzam 
of harrassment being pursued by ne 
National Association of Broadcaster 


LOENT 
‘ORD Ghat 








in state legislatures as likely to mae 


duce a serious boomerang for the 
broadcasters themselves. He _ inti- 
mated that since the NAB has 


showed how state legislators can be 
‘used as cat’s paws’ in business dif- 


ferences there was always the pos- 
sibility that groups hostile to broad- 
casting might become interested in 
resorting to the same means. 

Paine’s comment followed his at- 
tendance in Hartford, Conn., of a 
hearing on an anti-ASCAP bill 


which had been introduced in that 
state’s legislature by Rep. Roy En- 
guist, of Branford. The hearing was 
marked by the circumstance that no 
One appeared in favor of the meas- 
ure. It was even opposed by the 
secretary of state, Mrs. Sarah Craw- 


ford, who contended that the statute 
| would impose a burden on her office 
without added compensation. She 


After stipulat- 


l|argued that the bill sought to have 
ithe state duplicate what the copy- 
lright office in Washington is doing 
and that it would work an unneces- 
sary hardship on new and young au- 


|thors and composers. 


Mrs. Crawford attacked the project 


las being both economically and le- 


| sally unsound. 


ment, 


resolutions about the much-desired three-year | 


license. That the three-year license could be 
dramatized, that public support could be mar- 
shalled and a back-log of sympathy built up, | 
has been ignored in the long record of hem- | 
and-haw, which seems to be the fatal blight of 
broadcasting, wherein (because of competi- 
tion) collaboration has been singularly difficult | 
and frequently impossible. 

What does radio stand to lose by standing 
up? What may be the net result and the net 
impression of continuing to take everything 
in a semi-prostrate posture? These are funda- 
mentals of defensive trade tactics. They need 
consideration. And they need publicity. 





The three-year license is one industry cause 
upon which all, presumably, may agree. Then 
why not get the winds and the brass together 
and attempt, for once, to strike up the band? 


Maybe there’s a different plot. If so, 
slow in developing and hard to follow. And) 


punk drama. 


VAUDEVILLIAN UPPED 


Jules Merbevesun, New NBC Pro- 
gram Exec, Is from Show Piz 
Chicago, March 7 
Jules Herbeveaux becomes man- 
ager of the program department for 
the NBC central division here, re- 
placing Clarence Menser who left or- 
garization to take over 
for Gardner agency 
dates back into vaudeville produc- 
/ tion having produced many 
and acts for the '.ey circuits. 
joined radio ez however, and 
was for many )y musical director 
for KYW when it was located in Chi. 


and 


the 


June 4, 
show for 


as ad- 


resigned Wynn Wright, who rated as as- 
of Gruen watch. | sistant production head, elevates to 
production manager’s job’ while 


Bucky Harris gets billing as the as- 


sistant production manager in the 
new setup. , 
years ago, coming - 
where he had Hal Gibney, “NBC announcer, 


} moved to Hollywoed from Frisco. 


She stated that it was 
badly drawn, since it imposed a dis- 
cretionary power on her office, wi®ch 
is purely concerned with adminis- 
rative matters. If her office was 
to become a registry of copyrights 
the bill ought to instruct it to that 
effect and not leave it to that office 
ito decide whether a number should 
lor should not be registered. 

Paine, in his post-hearing com- 
said that the bill had all the 
the work that Andrew 
Bennett, a former assistant U. S. at- 
torney-general, has been doing in 
the NAB’s behalf around the coun- 
try. It was Bennett who conducted 
trial of the Government’s monopoly 
|suit against ASCAP in 1935. The 
case blew up before the defendant 
|eould get around to presenting its 


earmarks of 


| side of the story. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





North Dakota Passes Bill 
Bismarck, N. D., March 7. 


Even though Attorney General 


'|Alvin C. Strutz has submitted a 


| lation 


'written opinion declaring the legis- 
unconstitutional, ‘an invasion 
of the sphere of national authority’ 
and ‘absolutely void,’ the North Da- 
kota governor is expected to sign 


\the anti-ASCAP bill passed by both 


legislature last week. 
The attorney general charged that 
the act in question ‘attempted to 
limit the privileges granted by Fed- 
eral copyright legislation to authors, 
composers and producers.’ 

Passage of the bill in the House 


houses of the 


| was preceded by a bitter passage of 


it’s |words between Rep. L. L. Twichell 


land Rep. A. R. Bergesen. Twichell 
icharged Bergesen with lobbying on 


__ | the floor against the measure and 


local office | 
Herbeveaux | 


units | 
He | 


| such 


iheld that the latter could be barred 
from the legislature. Bergesen re- 
\torted that he worked for ASCAP 
six years ago but since then he has 
represented no one interested in 
legislation. ASCAP was 
charged from the floor with ‘fleecing 
the nation of millions’ and Bergesen 
answered that the ‘real force back 
of the bill are the theatres and radio 
stations which are contributing to 
the Society.’ 





Texaco Drops Ruggles 
For Rotating Comics 


Ho ily weed, 
Texaco Star Theatre 
Charles Ruggles with a rotation of 
film and radio comics. Ken Murray 
holds for remainder of current series, 
Two Conrad Bercovici gypsy yarns, 
‘Tinka’ and ‘Happiness.’ have been 
|bought for futyre dramatization. 
‘Likely that the petrol show will stay 
on throucth the summer. 


March 7. 
is replacing 
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Wubious Comfort Found in Slight Changes in Pro- 


cedure—Gradual Building Up of Censorship Ma- 


chinery Feared 


Washington, March 7 

‘ Panicky broadcast industry repre- 
sentatives are still arguing this week 
over the underlying significance of 


the FCC vote approving a majority 
report of the Committee on Informal 
Procedure which en- 
with only minor changes, the 
current method of spanking siation 
whose conduct offends a 
majority of. the regulaiors. With the 
FCC’s motives still obscure, substan- 
tial element voiced alarm that the 
government agency is determined to 
exercise round-about censorship, 
with non-conformists subject to the 
death penalty. 


mplaint 


at 


dorsed, 


operaiors 


Apprehension was caused last 
week when the Commish, by a 5 to 
1 split, adopted a memorandum sub- 
mitted by Commissioners Eugene O. 
Sykes and George Henry Payne set- 
ting forth 14 types of programs 
which might be the basis of punitive 
action because licensees fail, in the 
Commission’s judgment, to observe 
their public interest obligation. 
While numerous observers hoped the | 
Commish had good intentions, alarm | 
was heightened by a_ sensational | 
move of Chairman Frank R. Mc- 
Ninch, who subjected the only dis- 
senter, Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven, to a vindictive attack via 
press statement accusing him of ‘a 
grandstand play of devotion to free 
speech and opposition to censor- 
ship.’ 

After discovering that an official 
FCC press statement gave an incor- | 
rect picture, members of the legal | 
fratgrnity were seriously concerned | 
over the possibility the Commish 
had promulgated the equivalent of | 
program standards, not only without 
listening to views of the industry but | 
in complete disregard of statutory | 
limitations on its authority and of 
court decisions. Uneasiness was due 
chiefly to the vagueness of that part 
of Sykes-Payne report discussing the 
types of programs which may be. 
held ‘contrary to public interest.’ 

Almost coincident with a warning | 
from NAB directors about censor- | 
ship dangers, the Commish made 
public the two reports of its Com- | 
plaints Committee, revealing a deep- | 
seated difference of opinion on the | 
question of how far the regulators | 
may go in applying the eligibility | 
test for license-holders. Disclosure | 
of the conflicting views followed by 
nearly 24 hours an announcement | 


| information 


be woodshedded for airing any of 
14 types of programs. (See acjoin- 
ing box.) 

While there was room for doubt 
and debate, many watchers feared 


umeration of these items 


the »Y 
une eC! 


means the Commish will call on the 
carpet proprietors of stations which 
air such material. It was noted that 


the majority report failed to define 
some of the terms—leaving broad- 
casters in a worse quandary 
ever before—such as ‘children’s pro- 
crams,’ ‘liquor and cigaret advertis- 
ing,’ ‘too much advertising,’ and ‘too 
many recorded programs.’ 

One wing of the radio-legal fra- 
ternity found dubious comfort in the 

et that the majority did not state 
positively that violation of any of 
canons should afford ground 
for punishment. But even the most 
optimistic watchers agreed it is im- 
possible to ascertain exactly what 
was in mind when these possible 
offenses were listed. 


Heedless Publicity For 
Accused Stations Avoided 


By adopting the majority report, 


these 


ithe Commish agreed that some re- 


forms are advisable in the campaign | 
to improve the industry’s conduct. 
Besides scrapping temporary licenses, 
the Commish decided to hush up| 
preliminary inquiries—which have 
caused serious injury to many op- | 
erators in the past and to avoid 
making 
from 
ments. On the whole, 
there is no major difference between 
the practice of the past few months 
and the course recommended and 
adopted for the future. 

The majority noted that, out of 
approximately 50 complaints weekly, 
about 90% deserve little or no con- 
sideration. Handling of the remain- 
ing 10%—those ‘which on their face 
appear to warrant some investiga- 
tion-—was the principal subject of 
the memorandum, and the sole issue 


| between the Sykes-Payne duo and 
Majority recommended the | ‘would tend to destroy the very li 


Craven. 
Law Department make such inquiry 
‘as may appear warranted’ of the 
serious-looking criticism, finally 
recommending whether a _license- 


|renewal plea should be carded for | 


hearing or revocation steps should 
be taken. 

The wave of fear was due to the 
rejection of Craven's eight page mi- 
nority report, which emphasized the 


that henceforth issuance of tempo- | necessity of observing restraints im- 


rary tickets for stations under in- | 
vestigation will be abandoned and | 
that revocation proceedings will be | 


used to punish flagrant violators of 


posed by the Constitution as well as 
by the 1934 Act, and McNinch’s de- 
nunciation of the latter. While he 
trailed with the majority as far as 


the basic law or FCC regulations in| they went, the former Chief Engi- 


the future. 


way in which the majority of the 
Complaints Committee classified the 
squawks and the indication that 
Sykes and Payne feel stations should 


| 
' 


|neer advocated a much different pro- 
The alarm came chiefly from the | 


cedure in keeping the industry up to 


scratch, recommending abandonment | 


of both past and present methods of 
punishing misconduct. 
Custom of slating renewal pleas 
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than | 


| about 


unreasonable demands for | 
station manage- | 
however, | 


BY POSSIBLE MEANING 





+ 


for hearing because of listener com- 
{plaints was roundly rapped by the 
lone dissenter, who echoed industry 
protests about the regulators’ being 
both prosecutor and judge. He re- 
imarked that often ‘there is no real 
lintention of inflicting the extreme 
punishment,’ even if the 
icensees have been ‘subjected to 
severe punishment by the publicity 
carried 


and whispering campaigns 

on by rivals.’ In such cases, ‘the | 
public, station employees, adver.is- | 
er and competitors are naturally 
led to believe that the station’s li- 


cense is in real jeopardy,’ ex-naval 
officer observed. 

Craven, 
ideas of 


advocated by 
closely to the 


Principles 
| conforming 


legal advisors and many industry | 
heads, are: 
1. Turn over to the Justice De- | 


partment for analysis and possible 
court action all charges of conduct 
contrary to criminal provisions of 
the Act or in disregard of Commish 
regulations. 

2. Refer to appropriate other 
agencies (Federal Trade Commission, 
Food and Drug Administration, Post 
Office Department, etc.) complaints 
programs which may violate 
laws other than the Communications 
Act. 

3. Make a distinction between 
single or infrequent transgressions 
and ‘serious and repeated offenses.’ 

4. Resort to either renewal hear- 
ings or revocation proceedings, only 
after investigation produces ‘a prima 
facie case based upon such substan- 
tial evidence, secured over a period 
of time, as will indicate the actual 
program service of the station and 
consequently the capability of its 
licensee to operate the station in the 
public interest.’ 
| Bringing the issue to a head, Cra- 


ven stressed the desirability of avoid- | 


'ing any policies which have the ef- 
\fect of ‘announcing or applying any 
standard likely to encourage or force 
licensees to exercise private censor- 
ship’ or which would compel, di- 
rectly or indirectly, carrying of ‘pro- 
grams which the Commission thinks 
best for the public.’ He advised that 
|while the Commish may discipline 
station owners it is imperative to 
guard against any course which 
fe- 
blood of broadcasting in this coun- 
try and vitiate the value of this 
|great, modern medium of mass com- 
| munication.’ 


| 

‘Minor or isolated offenses should 
not be made the basis of extreme 
\forms of discipline,’ Craven asserted. 
\‘Part of the price that is necessarily 
paid for the great liberty of freedom 
| of expression is that it will occasion- 
‘ally be abused, but trivial or scat- 
‘tered offenses do not justify sur- 
rendering this freedom.’ 
| In the case of conduct which may 
|look like disregard for public inter- 
‘est, or may be in violation of spe- 


| e ~ 4 | 
icific acts or rules, Craven suggested | 


this procedure: 

| 1. A report from the Law Depart- 
ment as to the nature and serious- 
| ness of the offense; the Commission's 
| jurisdiction, and the sort of action 
| indicated. 

| 2. Careful weighing of the facts 
|before deciding to (1) file the memo 
| with the station’s record; (2) make 
formal investigation; (3) reference 
'to the Justice Department; (4) ref- 
erence to appropriate other agency; 
| (5) letter informing licensee of find- 
_ings; (6) revocation proceedings; or 
| (7) renewal hearing. 





‘Chicle Talent Quest May 
_ Turn to Acters Past 40; 


complaint | 
turns out to be well-based, and that | 
7 
A 


tions, 





| 
| 


2 
3. Solicitation of funds. 
4. 
5 


Defamatory statemen 


FCC has hinted (see story 
| of program that will almost certainly evoke displeasure 
and involve possible discipline or deletion for offending sta- 
Broadcasters are warned against: 
1. Fortune telling in any form. 

Astrology or other fake sciences. 


Washington, March 7, 
in adjacent column) the kind 


False, fraudulent or misleading advertising 


ts. 


6. lailure to allow equal opportunity to discuss all 
| - . . 

| sides of controversial issues, 

7. Programs bordering upon the obscene. 


Q. 
racial matters. 

10. Cliff-hanger kid show 
ll. Booze glorification. 
12. Interrupting concerts 
announcements. 


| l 


} or 


| 


> 
3. 
| l4. ‘Loo many phonograpl 


Too much advertising 


8. Programs offending religious or racial groups 
aking sides (as broadcasters) on political, religious 


». 
or music to insert advertising 


in general, 
1 records, 








| 





| Altoona Times-Tribune 
Resumes Radio Column 


Latest example 
abolishing its 
|} experiment and 
cause of reader 
| Altoona Times-Tribune. Few weeks 
| ago the sheet cut out the daily stuff 
| written by Paul LeRoy Lamade, 
radio ed, to see what would happen. 
Logs were left undisturbed, 
| Move occasioned some disfavor 
| with readers, so Lamade’s gossip and 
| 





of a 
radio 


newspaper 
column as an 
reinstating it be- 


chatter is being put back in starting 
tomorrow (Thursday). 





‘Jack Armstrong’ Show 
To Knox-Reeves Along 
With Wheaties Account 


Chicago, March 7, 

‘Jack Armstrong’ serial which is 
|currently sponsored by Wheaties 
| through the Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
;mert agency here will go with the 
| General Mills account when Wheat- 

ies shifts completely to the Knox- 
| Reeves, agency on June 1. 

In view of the K-R acquisition of 
booking job on this program, B-S-H 
here is now casting about for a new 
kid show to use for the General 
Mills Korn-Kix product which stays 
in the B-S-H fold. 

Currently B-S-H has ‘The Happy 
Gilmans’ pluggine this new break- 

fast food, but the agency feels that 
| the product, which is primarily a 
|kid item, would do better with a 
| show that appeals to youngsters as 
| well as adults. ‘Gilmans’ is a family 
show aimed primarily at the matrons. 


‘ONE RADIO BILL. OFF, 
OTHER STILL PENDS 


Boston, March 7. 

Introducers of a petition for a bill 
creating a state radio commission 
with powers to license and regulate 
all Massachusetts. stations were 
granted leave last week to withdraw 
the paper. Under the measure a 
|commission of three persons would 
| have been appointed by the governor 
and failure to obtain a license would 
mean a fine of $5,000 or a year in 


| prison or both. 


| 


| Still pending before the same legis- 

















ion of broadcast libel. defamation, 


Wrigley, Atlass Pender (00° is a bill bearing on the ques- 


Hollywood, March 7. 

| Decision is expected to be reached 
this week at conferences between H. 
Leslie Atlass and P. K. Wrigley in 
Chicago for a change of quarry on 
the Gateway to Hollywood program. 
| It’s pretty definite that the hunt for 
youngsters will not be continued on 
the second quarter and that the ob- 
jects of the search will be character 
actors from 40 to 55 years old or 
singers of all ages. 

| Although Rachelle Germano of 
, Frisco was eliminated on last week's 
| semi-finals, she drew a stock contract 
j from RKO. 


profanity and obscenity. This bill 
would make it mandatory for the 
| Station to supply state authorities in 
| advance with the transcription of a 
| political or public affairs broadcast. 
Stations would be required to shut 
|off a broadcast if the speaker devi- 
| ated from the transcribed version. 


| speemence ena 


Alfalfa on B’way 


Hollywood, March 7. 
With the race season nearing the 
finish, Lum and Abner are consider- 
| ing a two-week broadcasting stand 
|in New York. 
Rustics have had _ several nags 
running at Santa Anita. 





sentiment is the | 


WLW to Seek Recovery of 500 Kw.: 
Puts Through 10%, ‘Token Reduction’ 


Cincinnati, March 7. 
| WLW will continue its fight to re- 
gain 


500,000-watt power. So states 
|James D. Shouse, general manager 


|of the Crosley Corporation’s broad- 
casting division, to VARIETY. 

Last week the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Washington refused to 
grant the station’s plea for a stay of 
the FCC order, by which the signal 
was reduced to 50,000 watts March 1. 
‘That action,’ says Shouse, ‘has not 
discouraged us. We feel that there 
is a fair chance for WLW to have its 
super power restored within a month 


or so. The matter has ended with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
|mission and is now purely a legal 


case. There is no ill feeling between 
ithe FCC and our organization. Our 
next step, which will probably be 
|taken within two weeks, is to pre- 
sent arguments in the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Washington sup- 
| porting WLW’s cause for restoration 
of super power. Our counsel will 
take time to properly prepare such 
arguments.’ 

Shouse indicated that the case 
would be taken to higher courts if 
need be. 

When WLW’s power reduction was 
made effective last week, Shouse 
issued the following statement con- 
cerning the station’s commercial 
rates: 

‘WLW at 50 kw will make a gen- 
;}eral rate reduction of 10% to all 
| current running accounts. This is 
purely a token reduction, inasmuch 
|as it establishes the base WLW rate 
|lower than the $1,152 per evening 
| hour rate in effect since Sept. 1, 1930, 
|also at 50 kws, since which time the 
average clear channel station rate 
increase has been about 70%. Bear- 
ing in mind our night time half mil- 
| livolt line still includes Southern 
Canada and all of continental United 
States, north, east and south, and is 
| effected on the west only by retrac- 
tion from Billings, Mont., to James- 
‘town, N. D., WLW thus established 
as more than ever the greatest buy in 
radio.’ 

Speaking about the effect the pow- 
er cut will have on the WLW staff, 
Shouse stated: ‘Whatever personnel 
changes will be made will be minor 
ones. There will be no drastic re- 
ductions.’ 

Shouse stated Monday not a single 
; account had been dropped because 
|of power cut and that there were no 
indications of cancellations. 














WNAX, Yankton, S. Dak. 99 
Min. ‘Box Social’ Charges 
25c in City Auditorium 


Yankton, S. D., March 7. 

Saturday night barn dance will be 
instituted by WNAX here, according 
to plans set by sales chief Haydn 
Evans. Will get started on April 15 
and will be known as the ‘Box So- 
cial’ in order to get away from the 
much-used ‘barn dance’ moniker. 

Will play to regular audiences and 
has made deal for use of the bis 
Civic auditorium, with admission to 
be set at 25c. per. Will air 30 min- 








utes of the 90-minute show. 
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WHN, DUE FOR 50 KW. UNDER HAVANA 
PACT, SUGGESTS WHITE NETWORK T9 NBC 
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1938 1937 1936 
January cecevveseees $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3.541,999 $2,681,815 
February ...+++++- .. 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 | ; CMe a4 
ii aan PAUL SULLIVAN GOING likely That NBC Coul i 
ST erie . $7,782,595 $7,291,569 $6,837,781 $5,396,115 Unlikely That ould Entertain Proposal Under 
souenget TO WHAS. LOUISVILLE. Existing Conditions—Columbia Has Always Side- 
CBS : stepped Secondary Coverage 
1939 1938 1937 1936 snepuieyl 
January . $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 Cincinnati, March 7. + Pera 
tebruary 2.941.542 2,680,335 2,264,317 1,909,146 Paul Sullivan, newscaster, who | : . , , 
February _ pashan sa mb pote Sahe signed last week to join WHAS, Quick Twist _WHN, New York, is trying to sell 
Total ....- . $5,215,599 $5,560,280 $4,642,937 $3,810,169 | Louisville, May 1, after expiration —— | ceed ee ne ee Of organising 's 
co) al ‘te aciemank anuiaa oak tes ; | third link, to be known as the White 
> pom . Reg: Informed of a fractional drop Network, with the Loew stati 
Crosley Corp., has been taken off his : * ating Coc . : ee ae 
MUTUAL c in his C.A.B, rating, Goodman | serving as the local key. WHN has 
twice-nightly spots on WLW and put Ace quipped: | the “ight de h “elles Be 
1939 1938 1937 on standby announcements on small- ‘ me = right uncer the Havana Zreaty 
‘ ~ Ty" 209-0 hein People seem to be giving up to boost its power to 50,000 watts 
January . $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 ie WSAI. Peter Grant, chief of the good things during Lent.’ It would d the Meaney 
February ...... 276,605 253,250 231,286 WLW-WSAI staff of announcers and ! a a assume th haere ~ naa a 
Pe a ee nee who has been doing newscasis for prvevere ree Banagorgy Pn ti Sek detain 
NS i ickin tes . $591,683 $523,144 $445,034 long, replaced Sullivan on WLW’‘s | a ae aii ae 





| of north and south persuasion and 
| Setting up a shield against radia- 
tions toward the west. 


| Under the suggested plan the 

| White would become a _ secondary 

| network, absorbing a majority of 
| the Blue’s affiliations 


outside the 
| basic area and in the supplementary 
| groups. The Blue Network itself 
would be developed into a sort of 
magazine coverage proposition, lim- 
| ited to around 15 major markets. As 


11 p. m. stanza. 

Highest-salaried spieler for all 
jtime on the Crosley stations, Sulli- 
|/van takes rank as radio’s probable 
best-paid standby announcer by rea- 
son of the demotion, which does not 
lessen his contracted weekly compen- 
sation. 

Sullivan was signatured for the 
; Louisville station by Bob Kennett, | 
program director, who formerly was | 
program director of WLW. On| 





NBC's F ebruary Tally, $3,748,695; 
Columbia Net Grossed $2,541,542 


+ 





Washington, March 7. 
First break in the FCC ranks 





NBC red (WEAF) link ran 

















much as 10% ahead of Columbia in 
the gross billings of the respective 
networks last month. Otherwise the 
comparative income setups for NBC 
and CBS were very much like they 
have been since April, 1938. NBC as 
a whole was up 7.2% as compared to 
February of last year, Columbia was 
5.2% off and Mutual showed a gain 
of 9.2%. 

Gross billings of NBC in February 
were $3,748,695, with the red ac- 
counting for $2,823,497 and the blue 
(WJZ) network, $925,198. Same 


month brought $2,541,542 for Co- 
lumbia. 
NBC grossed $3,498,053 in Feb- 


ruary, 1938. It got $3,295,782 for the 
previous February and $2,714,300 in 
*36. CBS’ tally for February, °38, was 
$2,680,335, $2,264,317 in °37, and the 
previous February, $1,909,146. 


Colwell West as Doc 
On Kellogg Program, 


as | 
j 


‘MARS, RALSTON PERK UP 


; a 





Which Gets 13-Wk. Stay’ 


While visiting Battle Creek last | 
week John U. Reber, radio head of | 
J. Walter Thompson, obtained an| 
okay from Kellogg for a 13-week ex- | 
tension of the account’s Sunday night | 
program on NBC. Indications that 
the program is slated for a radical | 
change in theme and routining were | 
drawn from the circumstance that | 
Bob Colwell, once chief radio script- | 
ist, was rushed out to Hollywood | 
Thursday (2) by the agency. Tiffany | 


Thayer, who has _ been doctoring | 
‘Howie Wing’ (Kellogg) for the | 
agency, will co-write the ‘Circle’ | 
script. 


Colwell has devoted his time al-| 
most exclusively to ad copy writing | 
and supervising for Thompson dur- 
ing the past two years. George 
Faulkner, original scriptist on the 
‘Circle,’ goes back to the Rudy Val- 
lee show. 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS’ 
MET OPERA BALLY 


Cleveland, March 7. 

As a trailer-ballyhoo for Metro- 
politan’s twelfth opera season here, 
March 27-April 1, Sherwin-Williams 
Paint Co. is tossing a free pre-opera 
concert March 20 in the 10,200- 
Capacity civic auditorium. 

Six of Met’s new singers, winners 
or semi-finalists in the S-W ‘Metro- 
politan Auditions of Air,’ will be 
soloists in the program setting a new 
Precedent for giveaways. Vocalists 
to consist of Maxine Stellman, Mar- 
garet Carlisle, John Carter, Nicholas 
Massue, Leonard Warren and Robert 
Nicholson, giving high-lights of 
scheduled productions. 

Box office where 10,200 ducats 
were given away was literally 
Swamped by a mob of music fan- 
atics who stopped traffic on the 
street. Line started at daybreak and 
got so long that extra cops were 
called out to keep it in order. 





March of Time waitzes into its 
ninth radio year. Roy Larsen started 





it on March 6, 1931. 


BLUE AND CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 7. 

Latest advertiser to be added to 
the roster of NBC Blue web users is 
the Mars Candy Co., which will start 
weekly 30-minute spread over a 
14-station hookup starting on April 1. 

Mars is using a quiz type program 
with audience participation. Will be 
called ‘Prof. I. Q.’ and will utilize 
standard information questions of 
general interest. Time: 9:30 p.m., 
CST. Grant agency here set the 
deal. 

Ralston’s ‘Inside Story,’ which was 
tested on the Coast on Columbia 
starts on March 14 over a coast-to- 
coast Blue web through the Gard- 
ner agency. This show, as the Mars 
program, will originate in Chicago. 

On the fire for additional Blue web 
usage are a flour and a candy com- 
pany, with the contracts reported 
near signature. 

In nearly all instances the shows 
will be Chicago origination, mark- 
ing a spurt in Chicago production. 


Duchin, Kyser Broadcast 


Butt Shows from Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 7. 

Eddie Duchin is piping his Pall- 
Mall show through WTAM for two 
weeks while his band is playing 
dance dates in Cleveland territory. 
Morton Downey flew in Monday (6) 
for first broadcast and is coming 
back next Monday (13) for final 
one, allowing Duchin to play for 
Western Reserve prom here March 
24 as well as a split-week in Akron’s 
RKO theatre. 

Kay Kyser is airing his Lucky 
Strike show over WTAM, too, dur- 
ing his vaude appearance at RKO 
Palace in Cleveland week of March 
10. Kyser turned down station’s 
offer to use its biggest studio, and 
will stage his broadcast March 15 in 
Carter Hotel’s Rainbow Room, which 
has capacity of 1,200. 





HILLBILLY STUFF BIG 


Consolidated Drug Products 14 Hours 
Weekly on WHAS 





Louisville, March 7. 

Hillbilly talent is finding plenty 
of employment on WHAS lately, 
with Consolidated Drug Products 
boosting its total hours on the sta- 
tion to 1414 weekly. First stanza is 
on for a solid hour, 7 to 8 a.m., titled 
‘Early Morning Jamboree. After- 
noon session is labelled ‘Home Folks 
Jamboree’ which hits the air from 
3 to 4 p.m., Mondays through Satur- 
days. 

Asher and Little Jimmie, assisted 
by Jim’s little brother, Buddie, hill- 
billy singing and guitar, are filling 
two 15-minute spots daily, Mondays 
through Fridays, on behalf of 
Peruna. Giveaways are a bible, 
calendar-thermometer, and photos of 
the Sizemore family. 

In addition to the Consolidated 
Drug airings, the station carries a 
lengthy hillbilly show each Satur- 
day night, Kentucky Play Party, on 
which the station’s array of nasal 
vocalists- and guitar pluckers strut 
their stuff. 


WHAS Sullivan will do a newscast | 


lat 10 p. m. CST, nightly except Sun- | 


under fire from Congress and out- 
side was indicated this week with 


day, which is the same EST time as 
lhe has been heard on WLW. He 
| will be sponsored by the Brown & 
| Williamson Tobacco Co. According 
to Kennett, Sullivan will spread to 
a CBS net broadcast after several 
months on WHAS. 


NEW YORK FUND 
DEMANDS 3-HR. 
CUFFO 


New York stations, particularly 
those releasing network programs, 
are disturbed by the suggestion of 
p.a.’s handling the Greater New York 
Fund that the 6 to 9 p.m. stretch 
Sunday, April 16, be set aside ex- 
|clusively for the opening broadcast 
oi the charity campaign. The broad- 
casters are in sympathy with the 
fund’s idea of getting a peak audi- 
;ence but they think that listeners 
|might not be so sympathetic about 
|being deprived of the week’s top 
ratings shows. 

Last year the fund sequestered but 
90 minutes for the same purpose. It 
was a Thursday evening, with the 
event starting at 9 p.m. and going 
over practically all New York sta- 
tions. 


Wurlitzer Retail Stores 
To Schwimmer & Scott 


Chicago, March 7. 

Schwimmer & Scott agency here 
has signatured as ad agency for all 
Wurlitzer retail store copy and 
billing on a one-year agreement. 

S. & S. has spotted Wurlitzer re- 
tail stores on the ether in some 12 
cities across the nation and expects 
to add several more key cities to 
the list. 

















Rock well-O’ Keefe 
Irene Beasley. 


now repping 


| forecasts that Judge Eugene O. 
| Sykes, veteran of more than 10 years’ 
| Federal service, is quitting at the 
end of the month to resume law 
| practice. No verification, but all in- 
dications were the Mississippian, 
| who served as chairman of the pres- 
|} ent agency at the outset, will hang 
| out his shingle and upset the bal- 
ance of power. 

Departure of one of the ‘four 
musketeers’ — Chairman Frank R. 
MeNinch, Thad H. Brown, and Paul 
A. Walker are the others—who have 
dominated decisions and operations 
during the recent unpleasantness was 
reported due to disgust occasioned 
by the internal feuding and the con- 
tinued condemnation of the agency. 
Reports caused. universal surprise, 
although intimates have reported in 


| such 





recent weeks that Sykes was reach- 
ing the end of his patience and de- 
sired to step down into the relative 
quiet of the legal profession. He was 
said to have shown signs of doubt 
about the course the FCC has been 
following, although normally he has 
trailed along dutifully behind Mc- 
Ninch jin every important contro- 
versy. 


| 


Outwardly Placid 


Widely known among members of 
the industry, Sykes has appeared 
outwardly placid during the shout- 
ing and shooting of the past three 
years. In private discussions about 
the uproar, he has calmly remarked, 
‘I’ve seen them come—and I’ve seen 
them go’ during his service with the 
old Federal Radio Commission, to 
which he was an original appointee, 
and with its successor. He and Com- 
missioner Brown are the only two of 
the FRC quintet who were carried 
over by President Roosevelt when 
the FCC was set up in the summer 
of 1934. 

Published reports of his decision 
to quit the Government drew no 
comment from the veteran this week. 
He answered inquiries with a genial 
‘nothing to say,’ although some indi- 
viduals closely associated with him 
understood he was seriously consid- 





ering presenting his resignation. 
From Commish sources came reporis 
he will reach a conclusion 
next 10 days. 











TriCity Network of Facsimile (Radio 
Newsprint) Begins Tryouts March 12 





By JOE KOLLING 
Cincinnati, March 7. 
Now comes a facsimile network! 


Plans for the setup were being de- 
cided upon today (Tuesday) at a 
meeting here of Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System engineers from New York 
and Chicago and engineers of the 
Crosley Corp., Cincy. 

Co-op arrangement calls for use 
of the Mutual network’s lines be- 
tween WOR, New York; WGN, Chi- 
cago, and WLW here to transmit an 
|hour of copy each on designated 
| nights, after regular sign-off time. 
|First such joint broadcast will be 
made March 12. Persons with fac- 
simile sets in the proximity@>f the 





three cities will thus be enabled to 
get nine feet of copy from three 
different points. Duplications will 
| be avoided by the second and third 
stations checking on earlier copy. 
How many times a week the three- 
way transmissions will be made is 
to be decided after the experiment 
has been tried for a short while. 
An expensive 





in the | 


_ | paralysis 


for the Red Network, it would have 
its station lineup augmented to the 
point where in aggregate number 


and power it would rate as the 
country’s biggest network. 
Belief around the trade is that, 


even if NBC were interested in the 
idea, it woudn’t think of entering 
undertaking at this time, 
chiefly since the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission has yet to hand 
down its findings on the recent 


| monopoly investigation. 


In past years attempts have been 
made by officials within Columbia’s 
organization to sell William S. Paley 
on a junior network project, but the 
CBS prez at no time has shown an 
inclination te pursue it beyond the 
on-paper stage. Sam Pickard, the 
former v.p. in charge of CBS sta- 
tion relations, was the last to sub- 
mit a elaborate presentation on the 
junior network proposal. 


Amos ’n’ Andy to CBS On 
April 3; CRS Summer 
Policy Still Not fet 





Amos ‘n’ Andy move over to a 
CBS hookup April 3. Switch was 
motivated by Campbell Soup’s wish 
to garner a substantial discount by 
heving all its business on the books 
of one network. Columbia itself con- 
trols the Orson Welles show which 
Campbell underwrites of a Friday 
night over that link. 

A & A will have completed 10 
years on NBC this Aug. 19. CES 
hasn’t decided whether it will allow 
the Welles show and Amos ’n’ Andy 
to go off for vacations during the 
coming summer. 

Understood that Edwin C. Hil, 
also now on NBC, washes up for 
Campbell in April. 


$270,000 IN DIMES 
CLEARED BY RAD!O 


Washington, March 7. 

Radio’s pulling power for charity 
was established beyond doubt by the 
results of this year’s’ infaniile 
appeal. Check showed 
last week that stations handled a 
flood of $270,000 of donations in the 
form of ten-cent pieces during ihe 
‘March of Dimes.’ More than th-2e 





times as big as the collections in 
1937. 

Praise for the aid of microphone 
spielers was voiced by George E, 
Allen, one of the heads of the Birih- 
day Ball group. Figures tell the 


story ‘better than words or congratu- 
lations,’ Allen remarked. 








Ruppert Beer Folds. 


Ruppert beer folds its twice week- 
ly musical program on WEAF, N. Y., 


item of facsimiie | with the March 17 broadcast and will 


transmission is the setting of type|use Stan Lomax, sports commenia- 
‘and art work in the original copy. | tor, on WOR, Newark, starting April 


|Co-op plan will be mutually advan- 
tageous by cutting such expense for 
;the stations involved, allowing them 


|a two-thirds savings on a three-hour | 


‘hookup. Further economy will re- 
'sult from use of the Mutual sys- 
|tem’s intra facilities. 


il. It will be three quarter-hours 
ja week. Run on WEAF will have 
/been 26 weeks. 

Same agency, Lennen & Mitchell, 
| has the Tidewater Oil account which 
| Lomax spiels for three other days of 
tthe week. 
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AFRA Adjustments, If Any, Will Be 
Made After Ample Data Is on Hand; 


| 


Pacific Rates One-Third Less 





Reports of wholesale cast reduc-| factors to become properly adjusted 
tions, rebroadcast cancellations and} that AFRA is refusing to be hurried 
program discontinuances due to the} into making concessions. Meantime, 
application of the American Federa-| the union may possibly undertake a 
tion of Radio Artists code are scout-| survey of the situation from all an- 
ed by officials of the union and not) gles, as the basis for any future ac- 
borne out by independent observa-/| tion on the question 
tion. Leaders indicate they will re- Dollars Vs. % 
fuse to be stampeded by such stories, As for specific reports of programs 
but will- wait for conditions to be-| cancelling rebroadcasts to the Coast 
come thoroughly settled before con-| because of the increased fees, AFRA 
sidering any adjustment. Even then,! oxecs refuse to take them seriously. 
itmis explained ‘the problem will be} While the upped costs sound pro- 
studied carefully before any action! hibitive if put in terms of percent- 
is taken. : : ages, the union claims the actual 

It was expected that an immediate | dollars and cents increase is negli- 
result of the code’s enforcement! gible compared to prices for network 
would be the dropping of certain! time and the potential market to be 


programs and cutting down  on/| reached. For instance, it is explained 
others. Numerous reasons are of-|that the rebroadcast fee for a 15- 
fered for such tactics. For example,! minute show is $10, compared to $15 
it is conceded that some sponsors) for the regular broadcast, or an ad- 
would become panicky at the pros-| ditional cost of 65 But the total 
of increased costs due to the| boost for a 20-character dramatic 
rew code and would cancel their|show would amount to only $200. 
10ws or drastically reduce talent. Compared to the cost for time and 
In a few cases it was anticipated | the potential listening public on the 
that sponsor or agency irritation at Coast, the union regards that increase 
the AFRA victory might result in/ as trifling. 
some cancellations. Also, it was Certain members of the AFRA na- 
thovght likely that some agencies/|tional board admit privately, how- 
might deliberately cut down as much|! ever, that some specific scales in the 
as possible to create the impression |} code may be too high. They refer 
that the code is injurious to the in-| particularly to the fee for large 
dustry. It is to allow any or all these’ groups of singers. For example, the 
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Special 1938 Award 
for 
Farm Service 
Station 
to 


: WSM 
é . = : Nashville 











Thank You, 
| ARIETY ! 


y WSM is proud of this confirmation of her tradi- 
tional policy of service to her far flung audience. 


WSM asks only an opportunity to demonstrate how 
this service tradition can, and does, react to the 
advantage of WSM advertisers. 


* 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


VheFaith of Cur fucience Comes First 


CLEAR CHANNEL 
50.000: WATTS 
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cover 


Reformed? 


Tiffany Thayer, 
such flaming passion novels as 
‘Seven Men,’ ‘Seven Women’ and 
‘The Old Goat,’ has been doc- 
toring the ‘Howie Wing’ scripts 
at J. Walter Thompson. 

Before dipping into kiddie fare 
Thayer did radio commercial 
writing for the same agency. 








scale for singers in choirs is $14, with 


an additional $4 an hour rehearsal 
fee, - - 
Coast Production Break 
San Francisco, March 7. 

New commercial scale for radio 
artists appearing: on regional net- 
works in the 11 western states was 
discussed here last week in 


confabs 


yvetween Emily Holt, executive sec- 
retary of the American Federation 
of Radio Artists, secretary Vie’ Con-, 
nors and other execs of the local 
AFI RA chapter, and I. B. Kornblum, 
executive secretary of the Los An- 
eles chapter. Scale agreed upon is 


said to be approximately one-third 
less than that set for coast-to-coast 
commercial shows. All differences 
between the local and Los Angeles 
AFRA units were ironed out before 
Mrs. Holt left for New York, where 
the rates will be submitted to a 


tanding committee organized by ad- 


vertising agencies to meet with 
AFRA to settle all such demands. 
Although no figures were divulged, 
local AFRA claim the Coast 
will get the from sponsors 
under the proposed new set-up, be- 
cause the western scale will be so 
far below eastern rates that it will 
be to the sponsors’ advantage to try 
on the Coast any shows being 
national consumption. 
said, will be 
sponsors to 


less money. | 


execs 


break 


scale, it is 
it will enable 
more territory for 


Coast 


ex | 
Sheboygan Makes Power | 


Boost a Civic Event) 
Sheboygan, Wis., March 7. 
WHBL celebrated its boost of 
power from 250 to 1,000 watts last 
week with a banquet to 150 business 
and social leaders in the community. 
Walter J. Kohler, former governor, 
turned the switch. 
Ed Cunniff is the manager. Sta- 
tion is owned and operated by the 
Sheboygan Press. 
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Bakhitt Decides to Absorb $450 Cost 


AFRA Rebreadcast Scale Imposes 





& 
Mutual Takes Basketball | 


B. T. Babbitt & Co. has withdrawn 


the cancellation order on the trans. 


Nationals from Denver | cription broadcasts of ‘David Harum’ 


As usual, Mutual will air 
tional AAU championship basketball | 
tournament from Denver Municipal | 
auditorium, originating from station 
KFEL, Denver. Broadcasts will take 
place March 17-18. 

Shows will be taken by network 
stations on a local participating ar- 
rangement. Bill Velch and Joe 
Myers will handle the pass-by-pass 
description. 


Libel Alleged Vs. KGLO 


Mason City, Ia., March 7. 

KGLO is defendant in $10,000 libel 
suit filed in district court here 
Helen Schultz Brewer, once Iowa's 
‘Bus Queen,’ now retired. She 
charges KGLO broadcast a ~-news 
tory which said she had been ad- 
judged une. She also charges she 
‘had enjoyed and had good reputa- 
tion in the community’ before the 
broadcast complained of. 

Brewer suit asks $5,000 
damages and another five 
emplary damages ‘because 
malice in the publication 
her petition alleging the story ‘was 
known by the defendant to be false 
and untrue at the time the same was 
published and broadcast.’ 


actual 
G's ex- 
of the 
thereof 


Cosby Joins KXOK 


St. Louis, March 7. 
Clarence G. Cosby, who left KWK 
on Feb. 1 after having been asso- 
ciated with the station for nine years 
gen, has joined KXOK, in 


as megr., 


| charge of national sales. 


KXOK, owned and operated by 
the St. Louis Star-Times Publishing 
Co., publisher of the Star-Times, a 
p.m. rag, is the newest station here, 
having been in operation less than 
12 months, 


Haziness Marks AFRA-Writers Guild 
Dicker: On Again-Of Again Stu 





Question of jurisdiction over radio; 
authors, at issue for the last few | 
months between the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists and the Ra- | 
dio Writers Guild, grew much more 
involved this week. Reports from 
the Coast that the matter had been | 
settled and a subsequent story that | 
the AFRA national board had ap- | 











With the original statements being 
reiterated, the whole question is 
enveloped in a thick fog of conflict- 
ing claims and hush-huch tactics, 

According to word from the Coast, 
a meeting of a joint AFRA-RWG 
|committee last Tuesday night (31) 
passed a resolution, subject to 
proval by the AFRA national board, 
awarding national jurisdiction over 
all radio scripters to the Radio 
Writers Guild. Although the word- 
ing of the agreement was vague and 
open to misconstruction, it appeared 
to call for an altered setup of the 
Guild on a national scale, with the 
council increased to 30 members, of 
whom the Los Angeles, Chicago and 
New York areas would each name 
10. 


Thought It All Set 

Arrangement for the transfer 
the Guild within 60 days 
seripters 
with actual 
steering committee to 
later. Resolution stated in fairly 
clear terms that AFRA conceded the | 
jurisdiction to the Guild. Henry | 
Fiske Carlton and Mrs. Ruth 
Adams Knight, who had been sent 
from New York by the Guild to sit 
in on the huddles, planed back east | 
later in the week, apparently in the | 
belief that the whole issue had been 


to 
of all 
left 


details to a 


been averted. 

AFRA national board considered 
the matter at its regular meeting 
| Thursday night (2) and was reported 
to have approved the action of the 
Coast group and also to have passed 





a supplementary resolution pledging | 


coopeS@tion’ with the Guild. When 


proved the action were both denied. | 


ap- | 


now in AFRA was also set, | 
joint | 
be selected | 


settled and that an outright break | 
between the two organizations had | 


word of the action of the two meet- 
ings was revealed, however, it was 


| emiphationti denied by AFRA rep- 


resentatives both in New York and 
Los Angeles, 


stated that no decision regarding 


the Na- | over 


WOR, Newark; KNX, Logs 
| Angeles, and KPO, San Francisco, 
|The cancellation had been put in 
'when it was realized that the con- 
tract with the American Federation 
of Radio Actors would involve an 
'addition of $450 to the serial’s pay- 
roll. Babbitt has decided to absorb 
the extra talent charge 

WOR records the program from 
the same line that feeds the show to 
WEAF, N. Y., and the red link, and 
rebroadcasts the installment later in 
the day. Other supplemental broad- 
casts of similar arrangement which 
WOR now carries are ‘Myrt ’pn’ 
Marge,’ ‘Hilltop House’ and ‘The 


by | 


Genres: 


ETHEL HAWES. BEN LEVIN 


END 12-YR. PART NERSHIP 


Cleveland, Marc! 

of Ethel Hawes and 
who collabed in home 
programs WGAR 
NJAY for 12 years, 
last week. Dissension 
to be caused conilicting 


opinions for their proposed 


Partnership 
Ben Levin, 
economics 
and defunct 
blew up 
rumored 
policy 


over 


by 


Merchandise Mart, Inc., which has 
been postponing its preem ‘or the 
| last six months. 

Her new partner may be Charles 
| L. Burns, one-time owner of WJAY, 
who will take Levin's place as di- 
rector of the mart. Venture is a 


' tO0rn 


At both sources it was | 


jurisdiction had been reached, but | 


\that the matter had merely been 
‘discussed.’ 
themselves as mystified. 
was expressed by individual AFRA 
members at the union’s denial of 
the reports, while the reason for 
secrecy in the matter was also ques- 
tioned. 


Guild officials expressed | 
Wonder | 


new wrinkle 


and 
national 
radio 


in displayi 
moting products of 
facturers, using a 
lectures, demonstrations, etc 

Burns has been oe 
into radio business since he 
WJAY to newspaper corpora 
which renamed it WCLE. He 
several food-terminal magnates re- 
cently applied to FCC for permit to 
open a fifth station in Cleveland, but 
were turned down on grounds that 
had enough stations. 


pro- 
manu- 
t-up for 
to crash 
sold 
t1on, 


and 























OWN BLAIR $0 




















: os reid oy at 
award 


“of awards. 


 we.received an Kineiieeniaatina 
- won a Variety Showmanship plaque «. 


and 


last week were presented with the ' ‘Award of Renewal" 
for-another year by Proctor & Gamble..Of course, we 
receive Advertising “Awards of Renewal" quite often, 


m WY. 
| 

| NEW. YORK" 
1000. WATTS 


| 
i 
} 


t's only, natural, for they are based on our “Sales 
Award" which Sponsors get every day” when ‘they 
exploit-’The Italo: American Way!” 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING CORP 
NEW YORK 


NEW YORK 
5000. WATTS. 
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KXOK Got Its License on Phoney —,“2t"¥000.cnowoeD fa 7 
Promises, KSD Claims ‘ rr R » raaives =" **" Regional Webs Reveal Operations 


St. Cute March 7. 


Feud between the St. Louis Post- | * Frank Burke of KFVD | Professor Quiz, Bob Trout, Ben Ber- 


Dispatch and St. Louis Star-Times, | 


KSD and KXOX, respectively, burst | 
forth anew last week when KSD} 


“ival p.m. rags, and operators of} 


| 


filed a 43-page petition for general | 


and special relief with FCC after 
KXOK had applied for 5,000 days, 


1000 nights on 680. grief filed | 


virtually implies, through excerpts 
of testimony from past hearings at 


FCC, that Star-Times misrepresented 
and mislead commish when station 
was granted 1,000 watts on 1250 
Citing early history KSD" petition 
implies that Star-Times which also 


owns KFRU, Columbia, Mo., traf- 
fic':ed in licenses. 


This action of KSD brings up an 
old feud between both rags and the 


Lui therans who operate KFUO and! 


take some of KSD’s time cream. In 
p! cree ate Star-Times case for 1250, 
one J. ‘Bill’ Williams, testified that 
38°, of the time would be used for 
local, civic, labor, charitable, religious 


and educational progran After six 
months of operation KSD calls thi: 
in error. Also in the document: 


Star-Times stated that news broad- 


casts would be unsponsored and for | 


the benefit of the community. Peti- 
tion alleges -that news airings are 
sold to brewerie and clothiers. 


Statement that Dr. Henry J. Gerling, 
supcrintendent of the St Louis 


Board of Education, promised to} 
broadcast regular sked over KXOK 


also is challenged. St. Louis Public 
School programs are aired regularly 
over the St. Louis University station, 
WEW. 


All other stations in St. Louis, 
Wil, WEW, KFUO, KMOX and 
KWK have been advised of KSD's 
petition of action and the St. Louis 
radio pot is really going to boil, with 
WEW searching for full time: KFUO 
wanting a divorce from KSD; WIL 
injured because of law suits result- 
ing from its efforts to protect their 
right to increased power and time, 
and hints of trafficking in wave- 
leneths. 

Nature of relief requested by KSD 
recommends to the commish that it 
is entitled to 630 and suggests swap 
between KXOK: and KSD whereby 
KXOK would share time with 
KFUO instead of KSD. Both KFUO 
and KSD have been trying: to be 
divorced for more than five years. 
In January KSD withdrew its appeal 
filed in the United States District 


Coust of Appeals in Washington, | 


D. C., after the FCC had denied its 
application for full time. 


TRANSAMERICAN INTO 





NEW STUDIOS APRIL 1. 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp’-is moving April 1 


to new quarters. It has taken the |} 


three upper stories of the old Aeolian 
building in upper Fifth avenue. Two 
floors will be devoted to executive 
and general offices while the top 
floor will be used for the production 
department and studios. 

Technical setup will be so ar- 
ranged as to allow for the feeding of 
Transamerican-produced shows di- 
rect to the networks. Two Trans- 
merk serials that are slated to orig- 
inate immediately from the new stu- 
dios are ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ and 
‘This Day Is Ours,’ both of which are 
backed by Procter & Gamble over 
CBS. WMCA, N. Y.’s studios are 
now being leased for this purpose. 


DUDLEY MUDGE AT B-S-H 
Chicago, March 7. 
Dudley Mudge has joined the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
here as account exec. Not yet as- 
signed to specific client, however. 
Mudge was formerly with the J. 
Walter Thompson outfit. 











NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

















EDWARD PETRY & CO. 























Hollywood, March 7. 


e * 
the east or pelted R gt ged or : ied As F CC Hearings Continue 


| about studio accommodations. With 























nie and Robert Benchley either here : ; é 3 
Gets California Position or heading this way in the next six Washington, March 7. monthly cost of phone lines connect- 


Sacramento, Marcl , re : ‘ 
een a ‘ , new remote spots or doubling up in }j'] brother networks—the regional | —Mutual at San Francisco, runs 

J. Frank Burke, president of radio! their rental theatres. 

station KFVD, Los Angeles, and} NBC has Tommy Riggs’ Quaker 

former Santa Ana publisher and} Oats crew on the ground, with Voice 

of Firestone due April 3 for two 


sroups——highlighted by disclosure | jay totaling $131.324 
that WXYZ, Detroit, is profiting The st 


handsomely from development of! hours weekly instead of paying 


tations give seven free nig 


, weeks, CBS is looking around for Operations and practices of radio’s | ing the various stations with Don Lee 


at 


least $9,400 monthly, with 1938 out- 


ht 
for 








ON THE NBC RED NETWORK § 


primary campaign manager for : 4 ‘Lone Ranger’ was occupied last|..:.. — hs: % 
. ‘ broadcasts and Rudy Vallee in town! ~~, OS 2 te wires, Haymond explained. From 
Governor Culbert L. Olson, was March 16. Latter’s stand fi indefi- | W&** s by FCC chain-monopoly —_— sale of the gratis time, the company 
named a member of the State| nite as he has a picture to do at #5 executives of the smaller systems | had gross revenues in last fiscal year 
Board of Control this week. 20th-Fox paraded across the witness stand. |of $125,825 and expenses of $124,320, 
At the same time Burke’s daugh- Informal business methods of ae profit of $1,504. Haymond 
ter, Mrs. Mary Burke King, for- Pacific Broadcasting Co., loose asso-| puzzled the Commish by remarking 
mer newspaper woman, was. ap- Shepard Hires Aide | ciation of 14 Oregon and Washington | that while no salaries were paid of- 
pointed a member of the board of | ; 7 * transmitters linked to provide outlets | ficers each of three directors got 
trustees of the California Institution | * Boston, March 7. for Don Lee and pos meee webs in the | dividends of a little over $3,000. The 
for Women. Robert T. Bartley, former director Northwest, were related by Carl E.| $9,000 item was included in the ex- 
sieccailecintlaiascialbta Zak saan ia of the telegraph division in the Fed- Haymond, owner of KMO, Tacoma, | penses, he explained. 
eral Communications Commission, and KIT, Yakima, and president of | 100 Invest t 
Helen Hayes is set for Edgar | has been hired by John Shepard, 3rd,|the organization. Plants were pre- Bort $ td ig: 
Bergen’s first Chase & Sanborn show | head of the Yankee Network, to be/| viously unable to get network af- Virginia Broadcasting System, ac- 
in N. Y. March 12, while the troupe | his executive secretary. filiations because of high line costs. | cording to the S. C. Ondarcho, mana 
is vacationing east. Bartley takes over March 27. With Pacific underwriting, the | (Continued on page 60) 
e e 
ITH INCREASING MOMENTUM 
with each passing month . . . a new star has been in the making at 
WLW. This new star is Peter Grant . . . the best liked, most de- 
pended upon news commentator in all WLW land. His increasing 
popularity first became evident in mail count studies. Round the 
clock coincidental surveys made at regular intervals during the past 
year showed his daytime shows for such’ advertisers as Hoosier 
Kitchen Cabinets, Olson Rugs, Best Foods, and Bond Gasoline were 
stand-outs in an already dominant WLW schedule. Boscul Coffee 
found Peter Grant’s Sunday Evening Newspaper of the Air growing 
. . . T . id ! 
so fast in popularity that they placed it on NBC. Then just last week 
Peter Grant’s three time a week Front Page Parade went commer- 
cial for Richman Bros. Clothing Co. on a Mutual Network. These 
things all gave added impetus to the widespread feeling that Peter 
Grant was becoming The Nation’s Station’s top news commentator. 
In putting Peter Grant in WLW’s top news spot at 11:00 P. M. 
daily. WILW news shows will more than ever be the top news shows 
of the nation. 
e § e 
The Nation’s Station 
National Representatives: Transamerican—New York, Chicago, Hollywood 
oo 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


After eight years the stockholders’ suit which arose from the purchase 
by CBS of some $5,000,000 worth of its own stock from Paramount Pictures 
Corp. has been completely buried. 
supreme court last week affirmed a lower court order dismissing the action 
brought against the network and Paramount in 1931 by Robert S. Levy, a 
Paramount stockholder, who objected to the transaction. 

The case remained unpressed by Levy urtil the early part of 1935 when 
CPS asked for dismissal of the suit and summary judgment against Levy. 
Some time after these motions had bean granted Levy entered an appeal 
against the dismissal. Latter likewise remained dormant and again CBS 
forced a showdown 





Mutual and WOR, its New York key, laid claim to a 30-second beat over 
the CBS and NBC outlets on the announcement of the election of the new 
Pope, Pius XII, Thursday (2). 


station, HVJ, when a Vatican spokesman announced that the choice had 
been made and the name would be revealed in a half hour. Because of 
this same connection Mutual was able to get in with the actual choice 


before Columbia. 
on a relay from a shortwave pickup at Forest Hills, L. I. 


The Appellate Division of the N. Y. | 


Mutual had been hooked up to the Vatican 


Latter was hampered by the fact that it had to depend | 
Mutual also | 


Misanthropic Note 


Seattle, March 7. 

A surprise was thrown in the 
laps of the local industry when 
| a recent survey was made for a 
sponsor, 

During the checkup one of the 
larger sections of the city showed 
that 88% of the dialers listened 
to political blah and only 12% 
tuned in when people with 
something to say had the air. 


DEPT. STORES 
GET CORDIAL 
IN BALTO 











garnered newsprint attention when the Associated Press credited it in aj 


bulletin as the first source of the Papal selection. 


Baseball will be the champ free time grabber this summer due to the 
celebration of the game’s 100th anniversary. In addition to a 


there will be an oven day in the big league schedules during June, at 
which time the Steve Hannagan publicity offices will ask broadcasters to 
metals stm am tha an thea Anais i Jannarctown N Vv hacehall 
pacer up Uli eiit ~ Aad that UUiAli‘, iH wVUVpes LU VW ; _r Rey | oR cas 
originated. Bob Hawk’s People’s Rally program on Mutual is currently 
devoting three sessions to propound the question of what face should go 
on the U. S. Government’s baseball commemorative stamp issue. 


where 


On March 13, Lynn Farnol, Jo Milward and Mrs. Jo Milward will appear 


before John McGuirk of N. Y. City to give their depositions in a $250,000 
suit brought by Cyril Charles Maison against CBS, Inc., and Pickford- 
Lasky Productions, Inc., in California. 

The suit claims the plagiarism of plaintiffs’ script dealing with pirates 
in a broadcast over CBS on June 2, 1936, in which Errol Flynn appeared 
as a pirate. Farnol and the two Milwards wrote the script for the broad- 
cast, the defendants claim. 





Atmosphere is plenty tense on a Coast comedy show, what with the two 
leading zanys at each others throats and threatening to start punching at 
any time. There’s a taut feeling among other members of the cast when 
the warring airmen work together at the mike. Blowup came recently 
when everybody's option was taken up except one of the belligerents. Those 
on the program won't be at all surprised if the going-offer starts swinging 
at his adversary before he takes leaves of the show. | 





| 
Home offices of the American Tobacco Co. firmly denied Monday (6) the 


| 

rumor that the combine was practically set on switching its Lucky Strike | 

business from Lord & Thomas to Young & Rubicam. Statement from the | 

ATC was that there was absolutely no foundation for the report. 

Y & R has for some time been handling the combine’s Half and Half 
tobacco and Pall Mall cig advertising. 











‘WMT 


of course! | 





F953 recipes from six 
Sminuse spots? Where? 






series of | 
six programs from WSAI, Cincinnati, which many stations are carrying, | 


canna 


| 
Baltimore, March 7. 
After a period of inaction the local 
department stores are again begin- 
ning to nod cordially in the direction 
of Baltimore stations. 


lrine fry noce tions 


= 4 far sir 
aie @SHifif, avi SUSSe LUI “ail 


merchandising angles or themselves 


| ideas for tieups that will lead to time | 
| buys. 


Instance of resurging interest is 
the bid that the Hub Store made to 
WBAL for the installation of the lat- 
ter’s newsroom stunt in one of the 
Hub’s street show windows, after 
the thing had clicked in another de- 
partment store window (Hutzler’s). 


| WFBR has just this week been asked 


by one of the swankier stores to 
work out something on a series of 
style broadcasts, WCBM is becoming 
intrenched in the buildup campaign 
of the basement section in still an- 


The retailers | 


Spot Campaigns 


(New, Renewed or Pending) 





A. & P. Coin Coming Up 
Washington, March 7. 
Broadcasters will get a share of the huge sum—reported to be in the 
neighborhood of $1,000,000—which the A&P chain stores will spend jn 
advertising as part of the fight against anti-chain legislation threatened 
in Congress. Prospect of being cut in on the melon was made known to 
NAB execs last week as understanding was reached over the attempted 





| time chiseling of Carl Byoir, prominent propagandist, running the A&p 


| campaign. 

First use of radio stations occurred in Pennsylvania last week, but broad. 
casters in other localities will be given business as the crusade gains speed, 
NAB was told. No details yet as to amount of time, location of the micr»- 

| phone campaign, or the prospective revenue. 

| Trade circles have been hearing for several weeks that Byoir will have 
la huge war chest for the good-will missionary work he is attempting with 
the idea of heading off restrictive bill proposed by Rep. Wright Patman 
of Texas. Previously the propagandist indicated he would confine ex- 
penditures to visual media, with the bulk destined to go to newspapers. 
Animosity developed when, following these hints, Byoir organization 
propositioned stations about carrying his Parade of Business feature as a 
sustainer, 

Copy for the controversial program was examined last week at a con- 
ference of NAB staffers and Byoir representatives. While no binding 
| agreement was reached, promise was given to consider the specific criti- 
|cisms from the broadcasters’ viewpoint and think about revisions to re- 
| move the objections. 
| Trade reports have Byoir getting between $25,000 and $50,000 monthly— 
| believed close to $40,000—from A&P for advisory services and suner- 
vision of the campaign. Publicity man is working closely with Paris & 











Peart agency, which handles grocery advertising, as well as with other 
important store chains. 
+ 
Ralph Allum, formerly with | ee 
, eae quarter-hour ‘Sleep Serenade’ pro- 
|Blackett-Sample-Hummert, is ac-| ; ied wig ; 
|gram with reader Archie Presby, 


count exec engineering J. C. Penney 
company radio invasion of 16 mar- 
kets through Pedlar & Ryan agency. 
Jettabee Ann Hopkins scripts im- ee ee 
ported with their writer, from WOW, | Sieees Corp. of Berkeley (Cal.) 
Omaha, will probably bear revised | (Minra water), through Erwin Wasey 
title of ‘Jerry’s Adopted Daughter l& Co. with KSFO. San Francisco, 
instead of ‘The Jangles as on WOW.|¢,. 4 y eekly ‘Spelling Bee’ starting 

Boynton Hayward, of Batten, Bar- | March 7. 
ton, Durstine & Osborn, on road to | 
look over station program availabili- 


tenor George Nickson and organist 
Leslie Harvey over KPO, San Fran- 
cisco. 








Gruen Watch has entered the mar- 
ket for time signals. Its initial buy 


ties and audition talent. 


other emporium. 


PRIORITY CLAIM PAID 








Pfeiffer Brewing will again bank- 
‘roll Harry Heilmanns ‘Baseball Ex- 
| tra’ program over WXYZ, Detroit. 


ON ‘INFORMATION, PLS.’ ..ccnty Siena “up nine new ace 


|!counts on WEAF and WJZ, accord- 
Priority claim made by 
Decker, now a freelance continuity | manager. To wit: 
writer in New York, on the pro-| Modern Food Process Co, 
gram, ‘Information Please,’ has been| Revelon Nail Enamel Co. 
settled by NBC through a cash pay- Reid’s Ice Cream (Borden Co.). 


ment of $1,500. Miss Decker had| Charles B. Knox Gelatine Co. 
created a program along similar| Breakstone Bros., Inc. 
lines on WRNL, Richmond, four| W. L. Douglas Shoe Co. 


Scott Paper Co. 
Gruen Watch Co. 
Plan 


months before NBC started to broad- 
cast its own version. Her stanza | 
likewise offered 'to pay a prize for | Morris 


any question that she and her asso-|N. Y. 
ciated experts couldn’t answer. | 
| 
| 





Miss Decker brought the matter to | WEEI, Boston, New Biz 


NBC's attention last fall. Later she | ti nares 
retained Julian T. Abeles as counsel | ee See Agency. 
to press the matter. NBC at no| Pe aa , 
time denied the claim, and after a | PR osesgy oy Publishers (valentines). 
couple of months of inquiry and dis- pt ad & Browning, Inc. 

cussion with all concerned the net- | any Carpet Cleaning Co. (car- 


work submitted a settlement offer. eit }. Dickie - Raymond 


An- 








Pitt. Has Its Own 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 
Program closely patterned after 


Wing cigarettes sponsoring John B. 
Hughes after April 1 in new quar- 
NBC’s ‘Information Please’ has just ter-hour newscasts over KSFO, San 
been sold to Peters Packing Co. Francisco CBS outlet. Tom Wallace 








Between January 10 and 21, six 5- 
minute spots promoting a _ recipe 
contest (for a women’s publication, 
mind you) produced 4,455 replies 
from WMT listeners. 


That is food response—where it 
counts, 


WMT’s 600 kilocycle frequency puts 
a strong signal into more than 69,- 
000 square miles of the richest part 
of the midwest. 


Cedar Rapids and Waterloo are only 
part of the picture. WMT’s daytime 
primary area population is 3,151.- 
776—747,569 radio homes. Retail 


* And, of course, you 
can buy WMT in com- 
bination with WNAX 
and KSO or KRNT at 


an exceptionally low 


000. 


for as little as 3 cents per thousand 
radio families. 


To produce sales at minimum cost ia 
most of lowa, Western Illinois, 
Southern Minnesota, Southwestern 
Wisconsin— it’s WMT, of course. 


Cedar Rapids-Waterloo + 600 Kilocycles 


NBC Biue-MBS * 5C00 Watts L.S. * 1000 Watts Night 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 


69,000 Square Miles of the RICHEST PART of the MIDWEST 


rate. 











business is greater than $800,000,- 


You can buy a quarter hour on WMT | 


makers of No-Link sausages, by jof the Russell-Seeds agency and 
Alan Trench, who'll produce, r | Larry Allen, rewrite aed of Consoli- 
WWSW, Pittsburgh. It’s labeled dated Radio Artists, who represented 
|The Authorities Answer’ and will Hughes, handled the deal. 
| hit the air once weekly for half- | General Brewing Corp. (Lucky 
|hour over 13-week stretch. Lager Beer), through McCann Erick- 
Show will be Fadimaned by for- eae San Francisco, announce- 
mer Mayor William McNair and is to be ans 
employ a regular staff of three ex- 
perts, with a guester in some par- 
ticular field on each _ broadcast. 
Sponsor, in addition to paying $1 for 
each question used and $5 for those 
| the wise guys can’t answer, will also 
donate $50 each week to charity. 
| Guester has the privilege of being 
ro recipient of the half a century 
note. 


for 





Antrol Laboratories, Inc., of Los 
Angeles (Snarol), through J. Walter 
Thompson, San‘ Francisco, is partici- 
pating in Elma Latta Hackett’s 
‘Friendly Homemaker’ program 
three days weekly for 12 weeks over 
KSFO, San Francisco. Also using 
spot announcements on KPO. 





| National Funding Corp. (loans), 
through Smith & Bull, Los Angeles, 





DEFAMATION PROTECTION |“™ouncemen’s 


Missouri Bill Would Exempt Stations 
For Speakers Cracks 








McRoskey Airflex Mattress Co., 
through Emil Brisacher & Staff, has 
renewed through April 20 its weekly 





Peggy | ing to Maurice M. Boyd, local sales | 


Industrial Bank of | 


Scott Furriers, Inc, Boston. Con- | 


involves the daytime schedule of 
| WEAF, New York Key for NBC's red 
| network. 

| With the entry of Gruen there are 
watch manufacturers using time sig- 
inals in the local field. Others are 
| Bulova, Benrus, Westfield and Lon- 
gine. 


KXOK, St. Louis, New Biz 
Monroe Cleaning Co., St. Louis, 
| 30 min., remote weekly (Voice of the 
People). 


Baldwin Piano Co., St. Louis (mu- 


'sical instruments). 15 min., studio 
| program weekly. 

| Associated Retailers, St. Louis, re- 
mote. Joe Batt Agency, St. Louis, 


+ ES 

Burns Lee, coast publicity chief 
for Benton & Bowles, altar bound in 
; June. 





——— | 





SALT LAKE 
CITY 


Key market of the 
rich intermountain 
territory 
responds to 


KDYL 


showmanship 























St. Louis, March 7. 
| A bill to relieve Missouri radio 
stations from liability for defama- | 
| tory statements made as part of 
broadcasts by candidates for political 
offices and by office holders was in- | 
| troduced last week in the State 
| Legislature by Senator Phil M. Don- 
| nelly of Lebanon. The bill is in- | 
| tended to protect the stations from 
| libelous statements made by speak- | 
| ers. who depart from manuscripts 
| Which have been submitted and 
| passed on by the station operators. | 





While there have been no libel 
or damage suits, growing out of such 
cases, Missouri stations feel they are | 
entitled to this. protection. | 








“I use these to follow our sales curve since we bought WRC” 
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McNinch Blows His Top 


Astonished Newspapermen Colony Buzzes with. 


Speculation Following Attack on Craven 


Washington, March 7. 


Policy disagreements within the 


FCC led to an unprecedented demon- 


stration of bitterness last week when 


Chairman Frank R. MeNinch pub- 
licly blasted Commissioner T. A. M 
: and simultaneously yelped 


Craven 
about misrepresentation of commish 
€ wre ° 

The sensational 


actions in the press. | 
of a federal 


sight of one member 
acency openly damning a colleague 
as . . 

in a manner which tartled veteran 


newspaper and political observer 


| was filed by Comdr. T. A. M. Craven 


followed a split on the question of 
handling complaints (see separate 
story) after months of study by aj} 


three-man committee which failed to 
agree on a report. Incident 
was the outstanding evidence of the 
extent of bitterness extending over a 


single 


period of several months. 
Flaying of Craven 


second instance 


in three weeks v here McNinch open- 
ly displayed animosity toward a col- 
league had a profound repercussion 
in political and industry quarters. 


General consensus was that the out- 
burst wiped out all chances Congress 
will approve MeNinch’s plan for re- 
organizing the commish, 
sweeping Congressional inquiry more 


makes a 


likely than ever, and may cause 
President Roosevelt to take drastic 
steps to end bickering. In many 
circles it was felt that instead of 


putting Craven in a hole,.McNinch 
provided ammunition for his own 
critics who have charged the sole 
purpose of the reorganization drive 
is to purge members who differ with 
him and to have radio ruled by a set 
of rubber stamps. 

The blast provoked by ‘ar- 
ticles published in a limited number 
of newspapers, especially one cred- 
ited to the Chicago Tribune Press 
Service, Wednesday (1), describing 
the effect of the commission’s vote 
approving plan of Commissioners 
Eugene O. Sykes and George Henry 
Payne for handling complaints. Mc- 
Ninch charged the yarns were in- 
spired by ‘gratuitous, alarmist state- 
ments’ by Craven, whom he accused 
of attacking ‘the intelligence, the in- 
tegrity and the motives of the other 
six commissioners’ for the sake of 
making ‘a grandstand play of devo- 
tion to free speech and opposition to 
censorship.’ 


was 


After defending the commish ac- 
tion and upholding the Sykes-Payne 
report, the irate chairman laid into 
Craven with extraordinary sarcasm. 
Dissenter was charged with going 
‘miles further than was asked or ex- 
pected’ of the complaint committee, 
with his minority report on. punish- 
ment procedure characterized as ‘a 
stump speech and flag waving.’ 

Recalls ‘Horizon’ Case 

In disregard of published 
MeNinch angrily claimed Craven had 
been ‘a party to... the only two 
cases which have even been conspic- 
uously attacked’ as typical of cen- 
sorship. Referred to the Mae West 
and ‘Beyond the Horizon’ rebukes. 
While’ Craven declined to comment 
Publicly on this indictment, friends 
Pointed out he reluctantly went along 
on the spanking which followed the 


who insisted the official minutes con- 
tein his outspoken opinions on the 
latest twist of the crack-down cam- 
paign,’ while daily press reported he 
voted against paddling the Minnean- 
licensee and the New York Daily 


(Continued on page 60) 


li 
Ull 


FAN MAIL INCREASE 


Sharp Reaction as WTAG Driginating 
Some Local Shows 
Worcester, March 7. 


NTAG is for 


going in local pro- 
grams in a big way since Edward E. 
Hill, managin director, took over 
the reins in December, At least a 
dozen programs with Worcester 
talent have been aired and during 
the first ix weeks of the year the 
n mall wi more than 50% of that 
iring all of 1938 
Chief increase in mail has been 
due to new ‘Talent Discovery Pro- 
gram,’ rranged and ma.c.'d_ by 
Chester Gaylord, chief announcer. 


Saturday nights at Plymouth theatre. 

Plymouth standing ’em in 
since program was introduced. 
votes one week hit the 3,000 mark. 


als 


N. C. Wavelength Scramble 


Charlotte, N. C., March 7. 


North Carolina is in the midst of 
a scramble for new wavelengths. 
One move which is being bitterly 
fought by newspaper interests con- 
cerns the building of a station be- 
tween Concord and Kannapolis by an 
outside syndicate and a few local 
| businessmen. 

Other seekers are Aubrey G. 


facts | 


| can 


McCabe and Trim W. Adylett, trad- 
ing the Albemarle Broadcasting 
Co., who have picked out Elizabeth 
City as the site and 100 watts nights 
and 250 days on 1,370 k.c. as their 
preferences on the spectrum. 


RIFFS FROM BUFF 


By Rod Reed 


Buffalo, March 7. 
‘Don’t cali it showmanship’ sez 
Vaniety of stunts in dubious taste. 
How about showmanslips? 


as 








Edward G. (Big Town) Robinson 
is a managing editor who seems to 
manage everything but editing. 





"AS CAPRICIOUS 


’ | 
1es 


Mail | 





Benny Goodman doubtless refers | 
to his chief menace as Artie Pshaw. | 


Noel Coward doesn't like Ameri- 
broadcasting, but he can be 
broad-minded about American dol- 
lars. 

‘Umbrella Man’ js enabling Harms 
to put something aside for a rainy 


€st skit and strongly protested the | day. 


move to punish WTCN, Minneapolis, 
for aiting the Eugene O'Neill drama. 
Story in Variery Oct. 5 





Dr. Rockwell is expected to cure 


5, 1938, said | the Blue network of low sales pres- 


‘Emphatic protest against grundyism sure and fallen options. 


Everything Happens— 


Minneapolis, March 7. 

During Keystone Fence show 
on WCCO last Saturday evening 
(4) a young woman visitor 
stepped out from the studio audi- 
ence of about 80 persons and 
started disrobing. As the or- 
chestra went into a hot mazurka 
she got down to her undies and 
by the time the band had finished 





the number she was being her- 
self. 
The 30b 0” he ny 
LSTOup Vere t D t! ht 
to the ext t hey topped 
in tne l le of a l el 
Phone call oon lit up the sta- 
tion switehboard = ask how 
come the I yrupt halt 

Me ., ( j idio attache 
( c ( ci tana cov- 
ered the girl. She apologized 
profusely, explaining that hot 


music gets her that way, but the 
cops were called and she was re- 
moved to General hospital. She 
is still being held for observation. 








FCC SLAPPED 


Washington, March 7. 


Denial of application of Hannibal 


(Mo.) Courier-Post for a new local 
outlet was arbitrary and capricious, 
the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals ruled Monday (6), virtually 
directing the FCC to issue a con- 
struction permit for a low-power 
transmitter using 1310 ke. 

Latest reverse for the FCC was 


based on acceptance of the claim that 
the record emphatically shows the 
need for local service in 
scuri town and the commish was en- 
tirely unjustified in holding a 
trary opinion on the crucial issue in 
an antiquated case. Matter has been 
henging fire for several years. 

The decision, read by 
Justice Fred M. Vinson, 
the proceedings, noting the examiner 
originally recommended 
action with power limited to 
watts. Commish rejécted the recom- 
mendation, holding that Hanniba 
enioys sufficient service from three 
stations, 


camel 
co” | McMahon 


Associate 
reviewed 





Atlantic City’s Chief Virtue For 
Convention: Near to Washington 





JACK HALEY OFF | 





Joe E. Brown May Be Shifted Into 
Huskies Time Slot 


Hollywood, March 7 
Continental Bread folds the Jack 
Haley show on CBS with the April 
7 broadcast Same agency’ (Ben 
ton & Bowles) is dropping Joe Pen- 

ner from Huskies (General Food). 
Post Toasties’ Joe E. Brown (Sat.) 

he may be moved into Ps er’ 

Thursday spot 
: iH 

Nunas Acquire WCMI 

Ashland, Ky., March 7. 
Gilmore N. Nunn and J. Lindsay 
| Nunn have bought a controlling in- 
| terest in WCMI from B. F. Forgey 
}and J. T. Norris. The new owners 
have taken over the station’s opera- 
tion and installed Robert MacKenzie 

manage! Joe Matthews is | 

gram manage} 

The Nunns formerly owned and 


operated WLAP, Louisville 


| Pick’ Before Grand Jury 


| (recently with U.S. Tobacco) against 
| whom 
| H. 


the Mis- | 


favorable | 
100 | mer office. 


| 


| 


j | least a year before h 
| 


| 


Lawrence Flynn Takes a Powder: 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., March 7. 
Andrew P. Malone, the ‘Pick’ of 
the radio team of ‘Pick and Pat’ 


State 
Curran 


Police Corporal John | 
preferred a charge of 
possessing firearms without per- 
mit on Feb. testified the 
Dutchess County Grand last | 
Thursday. 
Charge made after the entertain- | 
er’s automobile trip from New York 
City to Fort Edward, N. Y., was in- | 
terrupted at Rhinebeck at the re- 
quest of William McMahon, an em- 
ployee on Fort Edward farm 
owned by Malone. Curran quoted | 
saying Malone was 
gun. 


a 
before 
Jury 


Q 
0, 


a 


as 

carrying a 
HOYT MALLINSON ILL 

Chicago, March 7. 

Hoyt Mallinson is taking a leave 

of absence from the local Paul Ray- 


ill and must rest for at 
e can return to 


He’s been 


work. Was at St. Luke’s hospital 
for several weeks, but is now at 


home. 


John Shepard Out in Clear 


Washington, March 7. 


| cree, upon advice of the attorneys, a 


Lost nerve of the chief witness led | hearing to see if the Bay State oui- 


the FCC Monday 


(6) to drop the| lets violated public interest in the 


proposed investigation of WNAC and | hot Boston mayoralty fight last year, 


WAAB. Boston, and the conduct of 
John Shepard, 3rd. Renewal tick- 
ets. on the spike since last summer, 


were issued by unanimous vote de- 
spite continued refusal of the com- 
mish lawyers to present a written 


recommendation. 


The sudden denouement in the 
buckstage drama came after Law- 
rence Flynn, former Shepard em- 
ployee and sole complainant, had 


withdrawn his squawk which caused 
the FCC several months ago to de- 


iin crusading against dog racing and 


in the 1938 Congressional election. 

With friends of the Yankee- 
Colonial operator denying vehement- 
ly there was any pay-off, Flynn last 
week asked the commish attorneys 
to return his exhibits and affidavits. 
When this was refused he wrote the 
regulators that he walking out 
on his complaint. Without hone of 
a principal witness the commish had 
no alternative but to issue the reg- 
ular six-month papers. 


wrac 
was 


} islation, 


Washington, March 7. 
Site of the 1989 NAB convention— 


originally destined for San Fran- 

ciscO—was fixed last week when the 

( torate de cid d to < I it 
: ec City in Jul H lart 

cu \ | 

( ¢ 1 l | p 

eye on Ci é t} Ve 

e still in session, and be 

( i 

) rt t te 

O ¢ t D re 

July 10 ( ; 

Maki ent ¢ direc- 
torate slated program standards for 
thorough discussion and P;i lent 
Neville Miller named the commit- 
ee which will draw up a code for 
consideration of the entire business. 
Group will review an of data 


that has been collected by staff em- 





Work or Play? 


Choice of Atlantic City for the 
annual c Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast- 
ers has inspired some trade 
ment that a strange ¢ 
ment for the ‘first serious-minded 
convention’ of N.A.B. Atlantic 
City is strictly a playground, 
and proud of it. 

The preliminary organization 
of 17 district pow-wows to pre- 
date the invasion of the bathing 
beauty capital is expected to 
neutralize this criticism. 

ASCAP—that old debbil again 
—will be the leading issue due to 
the new contracts coming up for 
signature in 1940. 


nvention of the 


com- 


li nviron- 








ployees and industry leaders, 
charged with the duty of boiling 
down a mountain of suggestions and 


| scanning the principles now used by 
|} networks 


and individual stations. 
The other outstanding item on the 

convention agenda—aside from leg- 

which may or may not be 


a worry at that date—is copyright. 


| With contracts expiring next year 
{and no sign of any change in the 


| sought 


antiquated law which the trade has 
repeatedly to have modern- 
Miller named the com- 


ized, also 


|; mittee which will go over this sub- 
| ject and lay plans for discussion at 


the beach. 


New York Committees 
The committees, due to begin 
head-scratching in New York two 


weeks hence, are: 

Program Standards—Edgar L. Bill, 
WMBD, Peoria; E. B. Craney, KGIR, 
Butte; Walter J. Damm, WTM,, Mil- 
waukee; Earl J. Glade, KSL, Salt 
Lake City; Herbert Hollister, KANS, 
Wichita: Edward Klauber, CBS; 
Lenox R. Lohr, NBC; Paul W. Mo- 
rency, WTIC, Hartford: Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, WFIL, Philadelphia; 
Theodore C. Streibert, MBS; Karl O. 


| Wyler, KTSM, El Paso. 


Copyright—Edwin W. Craig, WSM, 


Nashville; Walter J. Damm, WMT, 
Milwaukee; John Elmer, WCBEM, 
Baltimore; Mark Ethridge, WHAS, 
Louisville; Gregory Gentling, KROC, 
Rochester, Minn.; Edward Klauber, 
CBS: Lenox R. Lohr, NBC: Theo- 
dore C. Streibert, MBS; Clair Mc- 
Cullough, WGAL, Lancaster: John 
Shepard, IIT, WNAC, Boston: and 


Harold Wheelahan, WSMB, New Or- 


leans. 
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(WHAT'S THIS ABOUT 
UNCLE DON HOLDING 
THE BIGGEST 6 O'CLOCK 


AUDIENCE IN NEW 
YORK ON WOR? 


i 
a tet 















Just THAT! AND WOR 
TELLS ME DON PULLED 
15% OF THE STATIONS 
TOTAL MAIL FOR 1938 










a 


( oF COURSE A 
GUY CAN HAVE 
THE BIGGEST 
AUDIENCE - BUT 
MAYBE HE DOESNT 
SELL STUFF ? 


la 








DONT KID YOURSELF | 
ASK WOR FOR 

PROOF. BETTER YET 
ASK BORDEN, MALTEX, 


GENERAL FOODS. 


( MAYBE UNCLE | 
DON 1S WHAT 

| NEED TO PuT 
OVER THIS NEW 
KID FOOD. 



































Offices: New York 


€hicago, Tribune Tower 











(YoU CANT GO WRONG.WOR ) 
AND DON CAN SELL ANy- 

THING TO KIDS. WOR AND DON 
MAKE ONE OF THE SWELLEST 


SELLING TEAMS IN RADIO. 
aN (a) 











A note or'call will bring us on. the run with facts galore 


regarding one of the most profitable buys on WOR —Sales 


1440 Broadwey; Boston, 80 Federal St 


San Francisco, Russ Building 
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Beer Programs Doomed in Quebec: 
Biggest User of Canadian Talent; 


Debate Asking Public to Protest 


Montreal, March 7. 

Beer and wine programs will be 
banned in the Province of Quebec 
after March 31 according to an an- 
nouncement in the House of Com- | 
mons last week and advertising | 
agency men, broadcasters, news com- | 
mentators, representatives of the | 
AFRA and the Musicians Federation 
of Montreal (local 406 of the A. F. of 
M.) were scheduled to meet early | 
this week (6) to discuss the latest 
radio headache. 

L. W. Brockington, chairman of | 
the Board of Governors of the CBC, | 
stated before the Radio Broadcast- | 
ing Committee last week that permis- 
sion for beer and wine radio com- 
mercials in this province would prob- 
ably be withdrawn the end of this 


month. Until now liquor broadcast- 
ing has been permitted in Canada 
unless prohibited by provincial leg- 


islation. Advertising of hard 1 


11QUuod 


has never been permitted over the , | 
air. | 


| conductor, has formed his own or- 
|chestra of 21 pieces led by violinist 
| Melsa. Did a broadcast of light Vien- 


The ban on beer sponsors will af- 
fect the most popular radio programs 
in the province. i 
outstanding news commentator local- 
ly, and Frank Starr, spots commen- 
tator, are on the Molson Newscast in | 
English, over station CFCF. Albert 
Duquesne and Bill Brosseau handle 
similar assignment for Molson’s Ale 
im French over station CKAC. 

Gratien Gelinas, French-language 
comic known as ‘Fridolin,’ who ap- 
pears on a Black Horse Ale program, 
is something of an idol among 
French-Canadians who take their na- 
tive entertainers seriously on the Eu- 
ropean style. 

Elmer Ferguson, of the Montreal | 
Herald, appears for Labatt’s in | 
Sports Digest in English; Les Amour | 





regulation. 


ae 


| dustry 


| Vane, Lewis Sidney and Ben Davies 





In Old Kentucky 


Two stations that are in sym- 
pathy with the Compton agency 


campaign to get a 2 discount 
for prompt payments are WPAD, 
Paducah, and WCMI, Ashland, 


Ky. 

In a letter of congratulation to 
the two stations Murray Carpen- 
ter, Compton time buyer, wrote 
‘it is certainly encouraging to 
find that you have seen the jus- 
tice of our request,’ and added: 
‘This seems to be a banner week 
for Kentucky.’ 








WHITE ASKS 


Washington, March 7. 

Comprehensive review of regula- 
tory policies and operations of the 
FCC, along with study of the eco- 
nomic status of the broadcasting in- 
and inquiry into 
censorship and coercion, was sought 
in the Senate Monday (6). 
proposal, more sweeping and aimed 
at revision of basic statute, 


possible | contract with IBC. 


Latest | 


|/role in BBC version of ‘Mr. Deeds,’ 
is the 





| London Calling 


Sir Alfred Butt, Herman Finck, 
Maud Allan, Herbert Oliver, Doris 











are among oldtimers roped in for 
broadcast story of Palace theatre, 
Feb. 28. Drama critic S. R. Little- 
wood, who did the script, will emcee. 





Revival of ‘Top Hat’ in radio ver- | 
sion being slipped in by BBC Feb. 
24 in place of ‘Monte Carlo,’ called 
off on account of copyright snags. 


Constance Impey, 


one of Carroll 
Levis’s ‘discoveries,’ gets her first 
professional radio engagement as a 


nger March 8, on a program with 
BBC orchestra. 

All-colored cabaret from Old Flor- 
ida club, with Adelaide Hall top- 
ping the ball, booked for 30-min. 
stint on BBC visio program March | 
6: team includes Marko Hlubi, Es- 


ther. and Louise, Eddie Lewis and 
Felix Sowande’s choir and orches- 
tra. 


Adelaide Hall is with Billy Bissett 


Rinso program for 13 weeks on Ra- 
os Luxembourg and Normandy and 
Iso guest star wit! Joe Loss’ band 


for the BBC. 


Joseph Lewis, former BBC staff | 


nese music recently. 


Machonochie Bros. have taken a} 
second series of 15-minute concerts | 
on Radio Normandy for Pan Yan | 
Pickles. W. S. Crawford, Ltd., placed 


June Clyde gets the Jean Arthur 


playing opposite Godfrey Tearle in 


work of Senator Wallace E. White, the Gary Cooper part. 


Jr., of Maine; ranking 
on the Interstate Commerce 
mittee. 


Insisting that a broad investigation 
attempt to lay 
de Petit Joe, for Labatt’s in French;|down more specific policies for the | 
‘Tonight at Eight,’ variety show in| regulators, White proposed to have | 
English for Black Horse, will also | either the Interstate Commerce Com- 
be affected by the proposed CBC| mittee or one of its subcommittees | 
|conduct the fact-finding expedition. | 


must precede any 


Republican | 
Com- | 
}as compere in Stork Radio Parade, 
| weekly Stork Margarine feature on 


Alan Keith replacing Dick Bentley 


Radio Normandy. 


Sybil Vane made debut for the 
BBC on the Ivor Novello program, 





According to Jack Hylton’s com- 


News commentators have discussed | Not a special witch-hunting body pilation, the BBC dance band broad- 
telling their listerers of proposed | anxious to throw mud and approach | casts for 1938 are as follows: Sydney 
plan of the CBC ‘to cut these pro-|the question from partisan angle. | Lipton, 39; Hylton, 38; Jack Jackson, 
grams off the air with object of rous- | Whether the proposal will have the | 36; Jack Harris, 37; Ambrose, 23; 
ing public protest against threaten- | endorsement of Chairman Burton K. | Henry Hall, 22; Jack Payne, 12. 


ing legislation. 








BUT THE 


RHAPSODY IN BLUE 





Tops in Texas! 
PAUL 


WHITEMAN 


and his 


ALL-AMERICAN BAND 





~ BROADCASTING FOR -——— 


| CHESTERFIELD 


from Fort Worth, Texas, Auditorium 
| March 8th—7:30 P.M., C.S.T. 





— PLAYING 
| Southwest Exposition 


and Rodeo 


Fort Worth, Texas 
March {0th to 19th, Inclusive 


BOOKED EXCLUSIVELY BY 
Artists Management, Inc. 


17 East 45th St. New York 
MUrray Hill 2-1888 


| Wheeler of Montana—who intro- | ~ 
|duced the Administration plan to 
prune the FCC to three members— | musical program over BBC web, sup- 
Wheeler declined to | ported by Gerda and Ulric Newman 


was uncertain. 


an idea, 


a measure, 








comment on the bill of particulars in ; 
the White resolution and did not in- | wagging the stick. All compatriots. | Florida for a couple of months when 
dicate his stand at present on huch 
In the last Congress, how- 
ever, he cooperated with White in| having a try at broadcasting for the 
trying to bring about passage of such | first time. 


| in his original role from the Par film, 
|eancelled on account of copyright 
| snags. Par helping to straighten it. 








Carl Brisson broadcasting hour’s 


in close harmony, and Otto Langton 





Meltonian Shoe 
They will take quarter 
hours commencing Feb. 14 on a Nor- 
mandy program with Joe Loss and 
his band. Booked through I.ondon 


‘Monte Carlo,’ with Jack Buchanan | Press Exchange. 





Ivor Novello the subject-of a BBC 


| weekly at 





biographical program, Mary Ellis 


Station Squawks; 


Ralph Hubbell Replaces 
Baker at WGR-WKBW 


Buffalo, March 7. 

Ralph Hubbell has moved over 
from WBNY to replace Roger Baker 
at WGR-WKBW. Baker has gone to 
WLW-WSAI in Cincinnati. Hubbell 
is currently doing the Kendall (Gas) 
sports review each evening on WGR, 
thus carrying on what is claimed to 
be the nation’s oldest continuous 
radio sports column—it was started 
nine years ago by Bake~, and Ken- 
dall has been sponsor ever since. 

Hubbell will handle 





Mills 
(men’s 


(for Wheaties) and Kleinhans 
clothes) probably dividing 


; the bankrolling. 


POFFO 9444444446644 44464- 


‘ Station Ideas 


444464 4 +44 OOS +4 4OO46OO4- 
Couple From WCKY 
Cincinnati, March 7. 


$++4+ 


Melody Quiz, new sustaining series | 


on WCKY, offers 
tune detective 
Monday (6) 


five $1 prizes to 

winners. Started 
and is aired five times 
10:45 a.m. 
platters are used. 


Last week the L. B. Wilson station | 


inaugurated 
Cincy firms. 
injected in a 
the Landt 


anniversary salutes to 
Two-minute plugs are 
musical program by 
trio, instrumental, from 


the station’s staff, on Fridays at 6:30 | 


p.m. Initial salute was to the Powell 
& Clement gun shop on its 110th an- 
niversary. 





Spielers a la Wax 
Cincinnati, March 7. 
As a time-saver for time buyers 
using announcers on WKRC, Bill 
; Schudt, manager, made a record of 
| two-minute talks by all of his 


| blabbers. Each miker explains his 


| blurbs one or two commercials. 
Also chats about the station’s pro- 
| grams, popularity, publicity, promo- 
| tion and showmanship. 

| 


| , : , 
Naylor Rogers looking over his 


| Coast realty holdings on leave from 
| his Chicago post. 


Al Jolson will loll around in 





he washes up his picture work. 


Dressings are} 





and Dorothy Dickson assisting, with 
recorded voices of other West End 
topliners also in the build-up. 





Oil magnate Lord Cadman is new 
chairman of government Television | 
Advisory Committee, which bosses | 





| 


j 


Washington, March 7. 


' Conclave of all D-X’ers will be 
called by National Association of 
| Broadcasters for a thorough discus- 
sion of international broadcasting, in- 
dustry spokesmen decided last week. 
| At a directors’ meeting it was 
‘agreed that Neville Miller, associa- 
ition prexy, should summon short- 





SINLSRAVTLL ISHS LONEDIVEREDTONSHOOSPOADELULOUEDDCUERLONEREDOOUUORSTOONCOVADEROONROOOONELLONTOONSUDONAIVERDOUSNETTENG 
- ota) | ao 











DON’T MISS 


wpiLLTOP HOus,.,, 


Adelaide Marston 


Shortwavers Meet Arranged By N.A.B.; 
Celler Seeks U. S. Sender In Panama’ 





wavers to a chowder-party, with the 
idea that long range rebroadcasting 
by privately-owned transmitters be 
upheld. Organization sees ‘little sense’ 
in reported Government ambitiuns to 
short-wave programs to South Amer- 
ica via its own transmitter, 


Renewed efforts of Congressmen— 
notably Rep. Emmanuel Celler (D.) 
N. Y., and Senator Dennis Chavez 
(D.) N. Mex.—to agitate in the House 
and Senate for Government-owned 
transmitters to fight back against 
German and italian stations now 
pumping propaganda into South 
America, will be fought by the N. A. 
B., it was indicated. Broadcasters’ 
association last year put up some 
powerful arguments before House 
and Senate committees as to why the 
Government should not enter the 





BBC activity in this field. 





aganda would be much less accept- 
able than Charley McCarthy. 

House hearings were a complete 
flopperoo, with Senate hearings— 
presided over by Senator Bone (D.) 
Wash.—given over to extensive testi- 
mony by industry witnesses. With 
the exception of a brace of educa- 
tors, who advocated lengthy lectures 
and improvements of ‘culture’ be- 
tween the two countries, the Govern- 
ment presented no opposition to the 
gab-fests. 

Celler has dropped a new Govern- 
ment-broadcast bill in the hopper, 








Dedicated to women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 








WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.S.T. 
WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


N.A.-S.A. broadcast field. 


Stiff opposition was encountered in 
both Houses of Congress last session 
when the subject of Government 
ownership was broached. Best talk- 
ing points were the steps already 
taken by the industry to interest 
|'South American listeners; greater 
|experience in the game; more com- 
petent staffs, better facilities, con- 
tacts, etc. 
|swing bands to sermons, according 
|to representatives of the networks 
|and spokesmen for N. A. B., and 
| pipe-lining of North American prop- 


Latin Americans prefer | 


|calling for a station in Panama, | 
| Tather than in Washington, D. C.| 
|Chavez bill has not yet been rein- 
| troduced, but last year’s legislation 
demanded a California outlet. 





Shifting Wavelengths 


Toronto, March 7. 

With two new 50,000-watt trans- 
mitters in the Canadian Broadcast- 
| ing Corp. chain about to go on the 
jair, shift in frequencies has CBY, 
| Toronto, changed from 960 kilocy- 
| cles to 1420; with CBM, Montreal, 
| taking over the former clear chain. 
|CBM in turn has given its 1050 fre- 





| quency to CBA, Sackville, NV S., 
which will serve the Maritim 


Clear chain for CBK, W 


Sask., covering the Prairie Pri of 
has not yet been ocated, ==" 


ay 


baseball as- | 
signment this summer with General | 


Non-vocal | 


or her regular duties and specialties, | 


CMOQ, Havana, Loses NBC Tie on US. 


Paige Denied Cuba 


+ Seeminunivtnontidbah 


| Havana, March 7. 

| Local rebroadcasts of NBC pro« 

|grams have been shifted to CMx 

|following the complaint of WMC. 

'Memphis, and WTAR, Norfolk, to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
munications Commission that CMQ 
interferes with their signals. It 1s 
reported that CMQ will recover its 
NEC affilation as soon as it settles 
on a frequency that won’t stir up 
protest from U. S. stations. 

FCC has denied permission to CBS 

for the rebroadcasting of U. S. Rub- 
ber’s ‘99 Men and a Girl’ program in 

| Cuba through CMCK (970 k.c.), 


Jim Patt to WKRC 


Cincinnati, March 7. 
James M. Patt, CBS midwest di- 
; rector of special events, was today 
| (Tuesday) named director of special 
events and public affairs of WKRC 
by William D. Schudt, Jr., the sta- 
tion’s general manager. Move be-« 
comes effective this Monday (13), 
| Before joining CBS Patt was with 
KMBC, Kansas City. 
| Gimneechicigcnbinisnanatnieenee 
Karol’s Cincy Spiel 
Cincinnati, March 7. 
John J. Karol, CBS director of re 
| search, is scheduled to address the 
Cincinnati Marketing Association on 
| ‘Radio Surveys’ Wednesday (8) night 
| in the Hotel Gibson. Will be intro- 


| duced by Bill Schudt, manager of 
WKRC, who mailed 800 invites to 


advertisers in the Cincy area. 

During the afternoon Karol will 
do a 15-minute program on the local 
CBS station. 


| 
| 
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| And His 
CLOUDS OF JOY 


Featuring 
MARY LOU WILLIAMS 


Southland, Boston 
Feb. 27, for Two Weeks 


Mutual Network 
Coast-to-Coast 
Thursday and Friday 
10:30-11 A.M. EST 


— 
Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


RKO Bldg., Radio City. New York 
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TO COVER 


GREAT BRITAIN 


YOU MUST USE 


RADIO 
NORMANDY 


Full Particulars of Air Time and 
Talent from 


International Broadcasting 
Company, Ltd. 
37, Portland Place, London, W.1. 














Booked 
Solid Until 
October, 1939 


JOSEPH RINES 


and His Orchestra 

















WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 








_INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


Cable Address: VARIETY LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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‘INDIES T00 


| Performing Rights Irk Aussie Stations 


Can’t Get Together with Copyright Owners and Urge 
Government to Slap Down Antipodes ASCAP 


Canberra, Feb. 10. 
Unless a current dispute between 
the Australian Performing Rights 
Association and the national and 
commercial air units is settled quick- 


ly, Postmaster-General Cameron, 
under whose direction the radio 
field is controlled, has threatened 


Federal action. Air managements 
are urging the P.G. to bring down 
legislation forcing copyright holders 
to register all numbers upon which 
a copyright is claimed. They further 
urge that a tribunal be set up to 
settle disputes between copyright 
holders and users, and also to re- 
strict current fees. 

The secretary of the Federated 
Commercials stated that a two years’ 
agreement had been concluded with 
APRA, and that under the agree- 
ment the commercials had paid out 
an average of $120,000 yearly in fees. 
This sum represented around 8 cents 
for each number aired—excepting 
Gilbert and Sullivan and other such 
type of musical compositions. Said 
that APRA claimed copyright own- 
ership on about 3,000,009 items. 

Secretary mentioned that to pre- 
sent certain arrangements of the 
national anthem the various air units 
were forced to pay a certain fee, 
and that whilst nobody actually 
knew who had composed ‘Drink to 
Me Only with Thine Eyes,’ never- 
theless a fee had to be paid to APRA 
every time such a number was aired. 





All of the above shows remark- 
able similarity to the radio-ASCAP 
history in America. 


Lohr Talks to So. Amerk 


San Francisco, March 7. 

Radio as a builder of goodwill be- 
tween nations was the theme of an 
address by Major Lenox R. Lohr, 
prexy of NBC, during the formal 
dedication of the General Electric 
Company’s short wave _ station, 
W6XBE, at the Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition last week (2), 

He was one of a group of notables 
including South and Central Ameri- 
can consuls who participated in a 
program short-waved fom the fair 
to the Latin-American countries to 
which W6XBE will transmit regular 
broadcasts. 














a 


PRAIRIE TOWNS PEEVED 





Allege CBC Won't Give Its Talent a | 


Tumble 


Regina, Sask., March 7. 


Saskatchewan and Alberta radio 
artists are being forced to leave 
home and settle in Vancouver or 
Winnipeg before they can get onto 
CBC. This is gist of a petition being 
circulated by Saskatoon, Edmonton, 
Calgary, Regina and like boards of 
trade preparatory to forwarding it 
to special House of Commons com- 
mittee investigating radio at Ottawa. 

Claim prairie cities cannot get 
artists on network as all time taken 
with eastern shows or programs 
from two centers mentioned. 


IRISH BOMBS SCARE 
BROADCASTING HOUSE 


London, Feb. 28. 
Jitters surviving from recent Irish 
bomb outrages in this city have got- 
ten into Broadcasting House, and 


daily precautions are being adopted 
by the staff. Principal of these is 
inspection of all bags checked in at 
the cloakrooms, following explosions 
on luggage racks of two subway sta- 
tions. Restriction on free entry into 
the building has been tightened up, 
and no outside person can now get 
beyond the high entrance vestibule 
unless accompanied by a uniformed 
attendant. 

Steel shutters fitted to all ground 
level windows round Broadcasting 
House, and huge copper gates arm- 
oring the entrance, are daily cere- 
monially clamped down to ensure 
they are in werking order, and 
members of the BBC personnel take 
part in routine drill so as to be ready 
for an emergency. 











Story of the Palace theatre goes 
on BBC with author-critic S. R. Lit- 
tlewood’s script and Gordon McCon- 
nel—Gwen Lewis production. Per- 
formers who have been associated 
with the theatre will be in the pro- 
gram, including Lewis Sidney and 
Ben Davies. 
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A MAN OF 
LETTERS 


oF new man has 
joined the Weed parade... 
and a man of letters is he! 
Experience proves that he, 
like the other progressive 
Selling Letters in the markets 
we represent, produces 


Results That Count! 


AND COMPANY 


NEW YORK e CHICAGO ® DETROIT ® SAN FRANCISCO the radi 


Radio Station Representatives 





———— 


OU THINKS GBC'Y 





|'Government Radio’s 
| Man Blasts 





Head 
Commercial 
Stations in Parliamentary 
Hearings 


POLITICS 


Montreal, March 7. 
Fierce blast at privately owned 
Parliamentary legislation which will 
curb profits of independent broad- 
casters was voiced by L. W. Brock- 
ington, chairman of the Board of the 
CBC, before the Parliamentary Ra- 
dio Committee last week at Ottawa, 
with result that private broadcasters 
fear complete obliteration if policies 
advocated by the CBC should be- 
come effective. 
Brockington’s attack on ‘profiteer- 
ing’ broadcasters is interpreted by 
political observers here as an at- 


uled to appear before the Parliamen- 
tary Committee. Informed 





sources 


BRUGKINGTON 


radio stations and a threat to call for | 


tempt to forestall criticism of the | 
CBC policies from witnesses sched- | 


PROSPEROUS’ 





HG. Wells Criticized Australian Radio; 


} 

| 

| 

' 

Sydney, Feb. 10. 

| During his stay here H. G. Wells 
had plenty to say to reporters con- 
cerning radio censorship and 
like. Ata dinner given in his honor 

|by the Fellowship of Australian 

| Writers prior to his departure for 


| London, Wells made a further attack | 


jon the local censorship position. 


In reply R. B. Orchard, one of the 
moguls of the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission, for whom Wells did 

| some airings, stated in the press that 
Wells was a ‘quarrelsome old gentle- 
; man’, 

Orchard stated that the Britisher 
had been given every assistance dur- 
ing his stay; his scripts had not been 
censored, although they had been 
scrutinized. The remarks made by 
Wells were characteristic of the bad 


Australia. 
he strongly resented people coming 
to this country on a brief visit, ac- 
| it. 


Irchard concluded by stating 


5S 


the | 


taste he displayed since he came to | 
Orchard further said that | 


|cepting hospitality, and then abusing | 


Hes Termed Quarrelsome Old Gent’ 


that the idea of allowing people tc 
say over the air whatever was in 
their thoughts was inconceivable. 
Wells got himself in rather bad 
soon after his arrival with top gov- 
ernmental officials by taking a heavy 
smack at Hitler and Mussolini. The 
Prime Minister (Mr. Lyons) issued 
|a statement wherein he took Wells 
lto task for making such utterances 


Set Tax Cut Likely 


Toronte, March 7 
Reduction of the ' anadian annua) 
| license fee from $2.50 to $2, plus a 
| lifting of the burden from the owner 
of more than one set, is unuer the 
| consideration of the Federal govern- 





ment and, as a sop to consistent 
squawkers, is expected to go into 
effect when the present license 


tenure expires in the fall. 
New proposal is to reduce the fee 


| on additional sets to $1. 











am a radio program. 


On March 17th I will com- 


| plete one full year on WOR-WLW-WGN (Fridays, 8 P.M., 


EST) for Philip Morris Cigarettes . 


interpret Brockington’s move as an- 


other attempt to club broadcasters 
into passive acquiescence with fur- 


Broadcasting Corp. in the field of 
private enterprise. 

Charging that representatives of 
private stations which are making a 


tal would come before the Radio 
Committee to attack the CBC for 
the purpose of increasing 
profits, Brockington said he would 


lation be passed to limit rather than 
increase profits of franchise-holders. 


Brockington’s Position 


tion that the CBC is not a part of 
the Government of Canada or the 
, Civil Service. Brockington has as- 
;sumed the position that once having 
been appointed by Parliament the 





inot subject to control from any 
l\legislative or other power in the 
icountry. Brockington’s claim that 
|the CBC does not spend taxpayer’s 
|money is also paradoxical since a 
| license fee of $2.50 from every owner 


ther encroachments of the Canadian ' 


Broadcasting circles are complete- | 
ly mystified by Brockington’s asser- | 


what’s my name? 


| have achieved a Crossley rating of 8.0 on three stations, 


against the Cities Service Concert, Warden Lawes and 


| Campana’s First Nighter . . . . . . what’s my name? 


| 


work show to achieve a rating 


suggest to the committee that legis- | 


tremendous return on invested capi-| I was fourth among all audience participation shows in the 


| World-Telegram radio editors’ poll, and the only non-net- 
their | 


WHAT’S MY NAME? 


| I have reached and maintained a mail average of 12,000 
letters a week on these three stations, although only the prize- 


| sponsor . 


' 
| 


| 


. oo ° ° * . ° 


| Sore. . -¢ + 6 2b 





' 


what’s my name? 


lof a radio receiving set in Canada | 


WHAT'S MY NAME! 


|is levied by the Government and 
|used by the CBC. If Brockington’s 
| statement that the CBC acts only in 
| the role of trustee for license-payers 
| is to be taken seriously then taxa- 
jtion of this kind may be construed 
}as unconstitutional since it provides 
ino equivalent representation in the 
affairs of the CBC by tax-payers. 
Brockingtons reference to the Aird 
Commission report of 1928, which 
led to the establishment of a Gov- 
ernment radio commission, re- 
garded here as something akin to 


is 





an authority as obsolete as the Ver- 
| sailles Treaty. There was practically 
no broadcasting industry in Canada 
‘in 1928. Stations were ill-equipped 
land poorly managed. The infant 
radio industry was summarily tried 
and condemned by the Aird Com- 
|}mission at that time. 

| Reports here indicate that mem- 
'bers of the Radio Committee have 
private mental reservations as to the 
validity of Brockington’s arguments. 
'And the attempt to justify the cre- 
ation of a gigantic radio structure, 
paralleling the acquisition of the 
unprofitable Canadian National Rail- 
ways properties, is viewed on Par- 
jliament Hill as an attempt on the 
|part of the CBC bureaucrats to per- 
| petuate their regime. 

Reports here are to the effect that 
the Government actually welcomes 
o probe as a means of di- 
verting attention from more vital 
legislative issues and it is believed 
that the radio problem will be kept 
| (Continued on page 48) 


able for 





winners among these letters have been acknowledged by my 


WHAT’S MY NAME? 


_ 1 am moderate in cost. For program talent, I require only 


| istr f monies and an 
[Board of Governors of the CBC is| ® competent master and mistress of cere e 


WHAT’S MY NAME? 


“What's My Name?” becomes avail- 


other sponsorship, after 


Friday, March 17th. May we suggest 
that you listen to one of the last two 
broadcasts, Friday, March 10th, or 
Friday, March 17th, at 8 P.M. on 
WOR or WLW, 7 P.M. on WGN, to 
refresh your memory on this remark- 
ably effective program and gauge 


its worth for one of YOUR clients? 


“What's My Name?” is fully copyrighted 
by Edward A. Byron and Joe A. Cross, 


its originators, writers, and producers. 
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‘MANHATTAN MOTHER’ 
With Margaret Hillias, Louise Fitch, 

Dan Sutter, Ken Griffin 
Serial 
15 Mins. 

CHIPSO (P. & G.) 

Daily, 9:15 a. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
 °. (Pedlar & Ryan) 

‘Oh, oh, oh,’ trembles Patricia 
Locke (Margaret Hillias), ‘I am so 
utterly defenseless against your kiss. 
This is at 9:15 in the morning for the 
benefit of Chipso, a soap in flake form 
that is dandy for your underthings. 

Her husband, big gushing incred- 
ible Tony (Dan Sutter), has just 
been whispering reckless things into 
her ear. An ear which she continu- 
ously emphasizes is 38 years old—an 
ear that hears life going by her, 
and she’s not the old driving she- 
executive she used to was. ; 

‘Did I remember to tell you, 
drools the exhibitionistic husband 
(Memo to Patricia—watch out for 
that guy—he’s too glib!) ‘that your 
little fingers are beyond compare: 
Don’t forget its 9:19 in the morning 
and the orange juice has scarcely 
had a chance to regurgitate. 


wn | 
The program has been led on like 
a child. by the hand with this gem| What happened 50 ye 
right off the masthead of Sloppy | 


Stories—‘Cities are made of steel and 
stones—but human hearts are of dif- 
ferent stuff.’ We give you ‘Manhat- 
tan Mother.’ 

Then the _ characters 
themselves. First the lead: | m Pa- 
tricia, and I’m the mother ol 
adorable daughter now with a hus- 
band of her own, I'm. poetically, 
divinely, soapily happy with a prince 
of a guy—all-man and as pure as 
Ivory. But why am I so restless, so 
itchy to do things? God knows and 
so does Procter & Gamble. You'll 
have to wait for future episodes to 
tell you why I am so happiiy un- 
happy or, if you prefer, all wet 
with dry shampoo.’ 

Flub-dubby, lovable, leavable 
Tony introduces himself. He says: 
‘I got to go to Montreal on business. 
And so it goes. Nothing happens; 
but in a great big tremulous way. 
Nobody acts like real people; which 
is known as ‘escape.’ Retreat into 
the soap-bubbles. ‘Manhattan Moth- 
er’ is forever on the verge of tears. 
She can’t stand up to the appalling 
thought that she’s 38. Irene Rich 
is more sporting about it, but Pa- 
tricia is the essence of self-pity dis- 
guised as something else; which is 

robably why it will be a soap-box 

ox office success. 


introduce | 


an | 


| 


Tongue-Slip Day 





Any casual listener around the 
network kilocycles last Sunday 
(5) might have remarked at the 
extraordinary number and va- 
riety of dialog fluffs, missed cues 
and similar tongue slips on 
many shows. Those on which 
such errors were noted included: 

‘Magic Key,’ over NBC blue. 

‘Book Theatre,’ over Mutual. 

Philharmonic Symphony an- 
nouncements, over CBS. 

‘Tale of Today,’ over NBC red, 

Jack Benny, over NBC red. 

Chase & Sanborn, over NBC 
red. 

‘So This Is New 
CBS. 

Kellogg Circle, over NBC red. 


York,’ over 











| ‘HEADLINES OF THE PAST’ 

115 Mins.—Local 

| JOHNSTON FURNITURE CO. 

| Thursdays, 4:45 

BT, Charlotte, N. C. 

s ago each 
week is revealed in a new WBT 
show sponsored by Johnston Furni- 
ture Co. of Charlotte. Program is 
introduced with a combination of 
weird sound effects produced by a 
kettle-drum and Chinese gong com- 


bination. Then the commentator 
reads ‘news’ bulletins with the 
ominous staccato of the familiar 


radio news reporter: A cow on the 
rails halted the ,rogress of a train 
today, and Bismarck announces his 
plans for a Mittel Euronva empire, 
while late election returns indicate 
the defeat of Benjamin Harrison for 
re-election to the Presidency. 
Program has already attracted 
considerable attention. The com- 
mentator is manager of the spon- 
sor’s Charlotte store, who makes his 
bow before the microphone in this 
series. His voice is clear and com- 
pelling, and his diction entirely de- 
void of the Southern inflection to 
which so many local voices are ad- 
dicted. Script for the show is pre- 
pared by Dorothea Conne, a WBT 
staff writer. 
A unique idea, ably presented. 
Hard. 


‘THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW’ 
Dramatic Sketch 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

Thursday, 9:30 p.m. 





The whole:thing is supposed to be, 
no doubt, ‘good’ slop and ‘well done’ 
flapdoodle. Nobody has any illu- 
sions. It is just frankly and mag- 
nificently tawdry. Land. 


‘EVENING IN PARIS’ 

With Charles Richard, Nancy 
Crowne, Frederick Streatley, 
Pierre Zepelli orchestra, Valaida 

Light Music 

15 Mins. 

BOURJOIS PERFUME 

Sunday, 6:15 p.m. 

Radio Normandy (France) 
Transmitter went sour on this one 

half way through and a bad patch 
of fading and interference from sta- 
tions on nearby wavelengths didn’t 
help either. Difficult, therefore, 
wholly to assess program’s entertain- 
ment content, though it does show 
snags under which commercial radio 
for U.K. listeners must operate as 
long as promoters are forced to 
broadcast from Continent. 

Sponsored on behalf of perfumes 
and powders for which program was 
named, show was recorded in Paris 
and had two commentators picturing 
highlights of the French capital, 
with Pierre Zepelli’s orch added to 
play familiar airs associated with the 
spots described. With them was col- 
ored Valaida, who deputized for 
Josephine Baker, singing the num- 
bers the latter made famous. Inter- 
est angle was to interview at the 
mike an English Paris taxi driver. 
. Latter class is known to Americans 
and Englishmen as most daredevi' 
and seemingly reckless drivers in the 
world, and interviewee had some 
amusing angles on this. 

Plug was left till tail end of show 
tieing up linzering memories evokec 
by songs with lingering values of the 
product. 


GEORGE FORMBY 
With Beryl 

Songs, Laughs 

15 Mins. 
FEEN-A-MINT 
Sunday, 6 p.m. 

Poste Parisien (France) 


. ' ° . . . 
Show is built for vest ready-made | ]owing in an earlier series. 


WOR-MBS, New York 

Conceived by the radio division of 
the Federal Theatre, this half-hour 
sesh, the sixth of a series, makes an 
ambitious attempt to dress up ex- 
ceptional court decisions into thumb- 
nail dramatizations. Written by 
Barry Williams and directed by Al 
Garry, the loose ends are spliced to- 
gether by an anonymous barrister 
known as ‘Lawyer Q,’ who explains 


announcer Henry Morgan. 

While the ‘Good Will Court’ found 
the disfavor of the Bar Association, 
little fault can be found by the most 
exacting with this chapter, as 
sketches are based only upon actual 
court records and audience partici- 
pation is not solicited. Illustration 
delineating a libel suit brought by 
the Ingenue Sisters (nee Cherry Sis- 
ters) against an Iowa critic and his 
paper packed the most punch. Sis- 
ters were insulted by a review of 
their corny turn. Judge dismissed 
suit, holding ‘any performance may 
be freely criticized if the comments 
are true.’ Thereby setting an inval- 
uable precedent for other review- 
ers ever since. References to archaic 
blue laws are overworked and for 
the most part could be deleted for 
more timely material. Listener ap- 
peal seems to be necessarily confined 
to students of Blackstone and the 
head of the house. Dry subject it 
tackles lays down an immediate bar- 
rier for the femmes. 

Prosram switches to the 8 p. m. 
= Saturdays on the next broad- 
cast. 


RICHARD GOOLDEN 
With Susan Taylor 
Adventure 
8 Mins. 
Monday, 7:40 p.m. 
BBC, London 

New stunt has been added to ‘Mon- 
day Night at 7’ series, replacing ro- 
mantic item pulled last week. An- 
gle is simple mystery-adventure 





stuff, and in‘ention to build round 


| diffident ‘little man’ personality of | 


| Goolden, who had a big radio fol- 


British audience of Formby, whose | Plays as provrietor of a Chelsea art 


dialect comedy has put him on top 
as No. 1 film star in U.K. He does 
dumb cluck stuff, swapping 
with his wife, Beryl, and additionally 


Sings a line of songs suitable to his | 


act and risque enough to make ’em 
generally popular. Always finishes 


up with a uke solo, and is nimble | 


performer on this instrument. For a 


15-min, stand it’s bright and easy to | Dudley’s script was cinematic and | 


follow, and one of Sunday’s key pro- 
grams from British audience angle. 


being a snappy but 
about the product. 
estly by the announcer it sounded 


serious spiel 


almost funny, especially as he had | 220nymously. 


to extol merits of a laxative. 
Poste Parisien shows are handled 
by Anglo Continental Publicity, in 


gags | 


| Goolden is 
Plug was ladled out in the middle, | thouh forgot at times he was sup- | 


shop, and first episode shows him 
neatly outwitting crooks who try to 
milk him on a fake robberv ree *+ 

Subject was well built for inter- 
est, and had hero neatly turning the 
tables with a gaze when he 
snuff in the crook’s face. Idea has 
been developed by Harry Pepper. 
| who produces ‘Monday.’ and Ernest 
| fast-moving. 


good at this stuff, 


posed to have a cold in the head. 


Put over earn- | SUSan Taylor nlays his assistant with 


spirit, supvort done 


like 


parts being 
’ Series looks 
heading for big popularity. 





Lanny Ross does a concert shot 


association with IBC’s Radio Nor-| With the New Haven Symphony or- 


mandy. 


chestra March 27. 





| 
FOLLOW-UP COMMENT 











Joe Cook stepped into the final 
eight minutes of the Rudy Vallee 
program last week for one of his 
monologs. He ran along in pleas- 
antly lunatic tempo and got funnier 
as he went. It was, however, a case 
of doing it the hard way for radio, 
the material requiring pin-like at- 
tentive listening and conveying only 
occasional mental pictures, the es- 
peranto language of radio. What 
emerges from these periodic air ap- 
pearances of Cook is a conviction 
that he has a lot to give radio, if the 
winning combination of writers and 
production brains can be mustered. 


Cook’s appearance. Most staple en- 
tertainment merchandise put out 
| was Vallee’s own warbling. Richard 
| Haydn's discourse on etiquette, with 
grotesque pronunciations and exag- 
gerated satire, was giggle-worthy 
before it got a bit dried out. 


a bit from her legit play, ‘Mamba’s 
Daughter,’ which probably increased 
the circulation of the Kate Smith 
program on CBS. Novelties must be 
rare indeed to qualify a meandering 
episode into so-what dramatics such 
as this. 

There was a bit of nice chirping 
from Pauline Walsh, and Paloma 
(see radio reviews) added a Latin 
touch. 





Dizzy Dean served last Friday 
night (3) as the forerunner of the 
guest celeb policy which the Won- 
der Bread show (CBS) has adopted 
in the hope of perking up listener 
interest. 

Dean’s entry worked out all to 
the program’s good. Not only was 
the Cub hurler equipped with the 
cream of the evening’s material, but 
he showed evidences of having been 
thoroughly and patiently coached. 
He fumbled but once, and that didn’t 
amount to anything. The gags hand- 
ed him were timely and crisply 
funny. Balance of the show’s com- 
edy fare ranged from the doldrums 
to the sprightly familiar. 

Joan Bennett is slated to exchange 
‘em with Jack Haley this Friday 
(10), 





Wayne King, remoting from the 
Drake hotel, Chicago, Sunday night 
(5) over CBS, offered a much more 
varied style of selections than when 
he aired for Lady Esther. Opened 





the quirks of each case aided by | 


He | 


blows | 


and closed with his characteristic 
waltzes, but otherwise played differ- 
ent rhythms of fox trots, rhumbas, 
etc. 

String and reed sections of the 
band present an agreeably smooth 
tone, in contrast to the blaring of 
swing outfits, and it’s particularly 
pleasant listening late at _ night. 
However, King could profitably use 
a better vocalist than himself. 





Jimmy Dorsey remes Sunday 
night (5) on the Fitch show over 
NBC red, leading his orchestra, toot- 
ing several saxophone bits and an- 
swering questions by Henry M. 
Neeley. It was a reasonably enter- 
taining edition of the series, but 
hardly calculated to bounce the lis- 
tener out of his armchair. Dorsey’s 
billing of ‘world’s greatest saxo- 
phone player’ was plugged ad 
nauseum and his ‘interviews’ with 
Neeley, besides being obviously read, 
were on the tepid side. It seems 
Jimmy’s celebrated split with Tommy 
was not the occasion for a feud or 
bitterness, but merely resulted from 
the inevitable conflict of two such 
temperamental geniuses in a single 
organization. Brothers have always 
been the best of pals. 

Dorsey’s music was the show. It 
was skilful and stirring. Fitch’s four 
commercials, two of them long, were 
overboard for a 30-minute show. 





‘Milkman’s Matinee,’ Stan Shaw’s 
2-7 a.m. daily recorded dance music 
stanza over WNEW, N. Y., has the 
dubious distinction of using ‘much 
the longest signature-theme of “any 
program on the air. Every broad- 
cast opens with the playing of a 
complete recording of ‘Our Very 
Good Friend, the Milkman,’ then fol- 
lows that with an entire recording 
of a special ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ 
song. Two numbers probably run 
six or seven minutes without a pre- 
liminary announcement or break. 
| About the only thing that can be 
| said for wasting so much time on 
playing the same old numbers (and 
not exactly sensational numbers at 
that) is that over a five-hour stretch 
| Shaw may fizvure he has plenty of 
| time to waste. 











| ‘The Hot Mikado,’ WPA produced | 
itself | 


| show now on Broadway, got 


a plug on the ‘Designed for Enter- 


tainment’ stanza over WOR, Newark, | 


Sunday night (5). The samples 
| were skimpy, but they afforded a 
preity good idea of what the 
colored troupe in the Federal thea- 
tre production were coing. The two 
| bits interpolated in the prcgram had 
| the cast first doing Gilbert and Sul- 
livan straight and then giving it the 
jive treatment. 

Harry Minturn, who produced the 
operetta’s swing version, got him- 
| self into the picture via a brief but 
| not snappy interview. Benay Venuta. 
the program's regular emcee, asked 
the questions, 


It was an uneven hour prior to} 


Forget It, Sez BBC 





London, Feb. 28. 

BBC announcers, when read- 
ing news bulletins or other 
items, are instructed to scrap 
their script and fall back on 
their own idiom if the words as 
printed don’t fall easily off 
their tongues. Rule is one of 
several aimed at preventing staff 
speakers being classed as just 
talking machines. 

Prof. A. Lloyd James, who 
supervises training of BBC 
speakers, revealed this point in 
recent radio debate. 











MABEL COBB 

‘Book Theatre’ with Jerry Lawrence, 
John Peck, Joseph Cunningham, 
William Beach, Herbert Goldman, 








Milton Moss, Edward Dawson, 
Maynard Doerflinger 
15 Mins. 


Sustaining 


Ethel Waters and her assistants did | Sunday, 2 p.m 


“« 


WOR-Mutual, New York 


Although this dramatized book re- | 


view stanza has a novel idea, ii’s 
limited in scope, is of negligible 
value either as radio entertainment 
or as a guide to reading and it is 
uncertainly scripted. Seems a weak 
entry, particularly spotted in this 
early Sunday afternoon slot. 

According te Mabel Cobb's blurb, 
the program ‘is designed to propel 
the slow and cautious to rush out 
and buy the new volume.’ Disre- 
garding the question of whether the 
aim of book reviews should be 

uite that simple, it seems unlikely 
that this show will have the desired 
result anyway. Session took nearly 
all the 15 minutes to dramatize pain- 
fully trite bits of Spanish-American 
War history and left only about 
three sentences of actual opinion and 
comment about Gregory Mason’s 
book, ‘Remember the Maine.’ 

There are a number of funda- 
mental weaknesses in the whole idea 
of dramatized book reviews. It 
places undue stress on .books that 
lend themselves to radio adaptation, 
for one thing. Also the important 
thing about most books is the style 
and quality of the writing—and 
adaptation can naturally give no 
hint of that. Apparently the prob- 
lem simply comes down to this: does 
the listener want book reviews or 
drama? By striving to combine the 
two, ‘Book Theatre’ achieves neither. 

It seems pertinent to wonder 
whether any single person can keep 
abreast of current literature and 
still find time to prepare a success- 
ful weekly radio show. Miss Cobb 
is said to read the books herself, do 
her own scripting, select the casts 
and produce the program. On that 
basis she may be admired for her 
energy, if not praised for her show- 
manship. For if ‘Remember the 
Maine’ js as shallow, transparent and 
hackneyed a volume of buncombe as 
‘Book Theatre’ made it sound, Miss 
Cobb’s literary taste is as faulty as 
her scripting. 

Considering the limits of his mate- 
rial Roger Bauer made the most of 
the directing stint. Jerry Lawrence 
was announcer and the others listed 
in the credits were members of the 
cast. Hobe. 


DICK HARTIGAN 
Organist 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

WOKO, Albany 


Former Troy theatre consolist, 
broadcasting on an early afternoon 
sustainer, is tops among the organ- 
ists playing studio instruments here- 
abouts. In finesse of technique and 
in wideness of repertoire, he leaves 
the others behind, particularly in 
field of popular music. Trojan is 
only organist heard on local radio 
who can really swing it, the draw- 
back being that small Hammond 
electric sounds pumpy when ragged 
too much. On some_ broadcasts 
Hartigan is inclined to emphasize 
fast tempoed numbers, rather than 
the slower, quieter, dreamier selec- 
tions best suited to most organs and 
certainly to WOKO’s. F: can do 
the latter in tip-top style—themer, 
‘Diane,’ woven through the quarter 
houis, alone proves this. Hartigan 
is at home with the classics, too. 
When first caught he included a 





all- | 





Sunday afternoon period leaning to 
heavier stuff. Jaco, 


| PALOMA 
Singer 
| STANDARD BRANDS 
| Thursday, 8 p.m. 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


this girl, possessor of a warm voice 
|; and a Portuguese song repertory, is 
from Brazil. She’s a fugitive, or 
sue the press agent, from the 
| duenna-ridden social world of Rio. 
Paloma comes over the radio most 
engagingly. Has flexible timbre and 
torches a rhumba tune, or its equiva- 
lent, with more than ordinary dis- 
tinction. 

In the persiflage with the mc. 
there was some name-punning, he 
calling her ‘Pal’ and adding that she 
should call him ‘Rude.’ Chit-chat 
meant almost nothing, but at the 
same time it showed that the girl 








isn’t solely melodic. 
A nice net impression. Land: 


- 


|ington admitted that 





Answering only to a single name, | 


| added 
/unequivocably forcing the CBC to 





> 


LET’S GO HOLLYWOOD 

With Gloria Dickson, Bonita Gran. 
ville, Frankie Thomas, Bryan Foy 
Owen Crump, Starlight Sere- 
naders, Leon Leonardi’s orch. 

30 Mins.—Regional 

FORD DEALERS 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

KHJ, Los Angeles 


This one enters the studio ex. 
ploitation vs. theatre exhibition up. 
roar as a prospective Mutual net. 
work—Warner Bros. co-op. Just 
now it is limited to 28 Coast trans. 
mitters and a regional sponsor, the 
Ford dealers of California, and must 
obtain a string of local sponsors as 
a prerequisite to spread east to Bal. 
timore and a couple of other towns 
where tie-in auspices have already 
been tentatively arranged. Program 
will need this preliminary sales sup- 
port as a first step. 

Sandwiched in between musical 
interludes and airy banter by Emcee 


| Owen Crump was a sequence from 


a WB picture, ‘Nancy Drew, Re- 
porter,” which brought on Bonita 
Granville and Frankie Thomas in a 
re-enactment of their film roles. As 
an air trailer, its undoubted intent 
it didn’t strike home. At one june- 
ture in the dramatics the music 
broke into the dialeg and the acting 
otherwise was perfunctory. 


Tunes played by Leonardi and 
vocaled by Starlight Serenaders are 
mostly from the Warner music cata- 
log. Crump does his usual good job 
of running the works and had Gleria 
Dickson on for a crossfire of persi- 
flage and the bestowal of a medal 
for something or other. 


Each week Warners will book 
minor studio personalities on the 
program to hop up interest in sec- 
ondary pictures, Formula is stand- 
ard for this type of show with no 
attempt at freshening up the process, 
Inspired production might lift it out 
of the ruck. The dialer pays a stiff 
price for the listening, having to put 
up with a double dose of plugging. 
If it isn't Ford, it’s a Warners pic- 
ture. Helm. 


‘MY ERROR’ 

With Curtis Nicholson 
Quiz 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 9 p.m. 
WEVD, N.Y. 


Another in the series of q. and a. 
programs and too clearly a copy of 
others to get anywhere. Poor speak- 
ing voice of Nicholson contributes 
largely to the bad impression. Voice 
is at times unintelligible and pro- 
nunciation slipshod. Questions them- 
selves are not clearly presented for 
listeners to follow and, if they were 
sO inclined, beat the quizzed to the 
punch, 


Follows the lead of another big 
show of its type in allowing studio 
audience to answer queries when 
participants, who aren't allowed 
much time, miss out. On show 
caught one question was promptly 
answered with ‘darned if I can re- 
member.’ Method of scoring correct 
answers is also rather vague. Cor- 
rect return is awarded one basket. 
Yet at the halfway mark after many 
more ‘baskets’ had been scored the 
score was four to three. Tight game. 





Brockington 








(Continued from page 47) 





in the forefront of political affairs 
for some time to come. 


It is understood that one of the 
members of the Radio Committee 
may emerge as a national figure if 
his plans to query the efficacy of the 
CBC setup are permitted to go 
through. And even docile members 


of the Liberal Party are finding it 
difficult to swallow the CBC affront 
to the power vested in Parliament. 
Liberal Party members who are di- 
rectly involved in the broadcasting 
controversy find it difficult to recon- 
cile the policies of the CBC with 
the promise of Prime Minister Mac- 
kenzie King in a radio address prior 
to his election in 1935 in which he 
stated that ‘I am opposed to the cre- 
ation of any further monopolies.’ 


In regard to the censorship of the 
George McCullagh broadcast Brock- 
the Board of 
Governors had disagreed on barring 
the McCullagh broadcast from a pri- 
vate network of stations, although 
unanimous in their decision to kéep 
McCullagh off the CBC net. The 


| Witness stated that there was noth- 


ing in the CBC regulations which 
bans the broadcasting of personal 
opinions on private networks, but 
that there was no_ policy 


permit such broadcasts. 
Brockington threw orchids to 
George McCullagh’s ‘engaging’ per- 
sonality and professed himself in 
favor of ‘free speech,’ providing the 
CBC censored the material first. 
Brockington is scheduled for e€x- 
amination by members of the Radio 
Committee early this week. 





SSH eH see 


*_—~ 


ei 


Re 
anc 
cor 
ties 


ges 
3,1( 











Wednesday, March 8, 1939 
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15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 


(Week ending March 4, 1939) 





Deep Purple .....ceescscccceeees 
Penny Serenade ...............45. 
Umbrella Man 
*Funny Old Hills ................ 
I Cried for You 
Little Sir Echo 
*] Have Eyes 
*You’re a Sweet Little Headache . 
I Promise You 
God Bless America 


eee ee eee eee eee eeee 


were eee e ee eesne 


ee 


I Get Along Without You Very Well 


Hurry Home 
Deep in a Dream 
You're the Only Star 
+My Heart Belongs to Daddy 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
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ee ee ee 
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eee reer eeeeesreeeeeees 


sseaedacacs Robbins 


Ee Sa er ee Pe P .. Shapiro 


Harms 


SAL SP re Cen .. Paramount 


--- Miller 
Bregman 
Paramount 
Paramount 
ABC 


ee ee ee ey 


ee 


Shapiro 
Chappell 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


The others are pops. 








OVER-COUNTER 
SHEET SALES 
SNAPPY 


Sales situation in the sheet music 
business last week disclosed some- 
thing that hasn’t happened in at least 
six years. Each of the three top 
numbers rated as smash counter hits. 
Their aggregate sales for the week 
was 101,000 copies. 

‘Deep Purple’ (Robbins) had a 
turnover of 49,000 copies; ‘Penny 
Serenade’ (Shapiro-cern tein) ac- 
counted for 29,000 copies, while 
‘Umbrella Man’ (Harms), in its sixth 
week as a major seller, figured for 
23,000 copies. ‘Purple’ did 18,800 this 
Monday (6) and by press time yes- 
terday (Tuesday) had gone over 
20,000 for the day. 

‘Umbrella Man’ has already sold 
325,000 copies and looks set to go 
50,000 more. ‘Purple’ and ‘Serenade’ 
are expected by the trade to show 
similar, if not better results. A 300,- 
000-seller has been the rare excep- 
tion in the business for some years, 





Shaw Stays with Victor; 


$2,000 Each for 2 | 





Artie Shaw has signatured a con- 
tract which will keep him under 
RCA Victor’s wing for another two 


years effective next Wednesday (15). 
Agreement, agented for him by 
Rockwell General Amusement Corp., 
guarantees him 25 records a year at 
$1,000 a side ($2,000 a record) against 
royalties. It’s a $100,000 deal. 

Eli Oberstein, who quit Victor to 
Organize a new disc company, offered 
Shaw a guarantee of $50,000 for one 
year, 


Decca Stock Moves 


Washington, March 7. 

Buying and selling of Decca 
Records, Inc., stock among officers 
and directors of the corporation re- 
corded Tuesday (7) by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. Big- 
gest deal constituted purchase of 
3,105 shares common by Alfred 
Decker of Chicago, who held 3,205 
shares at the end of last January. 
Decker also purchased 43 shares of 
7% cumulative preferred stock on 
the same day (Jan. 4), winding up 
with that number. 

E. F. Stevens, Jr., New York of- 
ficer and director, dropped 750 shares 
of common under gift classification 
—nature of ownership not reported. 
Left a large stockholder, however, 
with 12,821 tickets available. 

Ten shares of the 7% cumulative 
Papers were picked up by the Decker 
Trust, SEC records revealed, in addi- 


tion to 2,650 shares common already 
held. 











ASCAP’s Atlanta Branch 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has estab- 
lished its own office in Atlanta, with 
I. T. Cohen as district manager. 

Area was formerly represented by 
a local lawyer, William Arnaud. 





Boris Morros wrote title song for 
Walter Wanger’s ‘Winter Carnival.’ 


College Bands Missing At 
Hockey; Part of AFM Deal 


St. Louis, March 7. 

The ice hockey games between 
four college teams in the Arena last 
week were played without the usual 
college bands being in action. Con- 
tract between Musicians Union and 
|Arena prohibit rah-rah tooters per- 
|forming unless at least 20 union 
;tooters are hired. 
| Sam Meyers, prez of AFM, Local 
| No. 2, put this through last fall, at 
‘the time the building was taken off 
‘of the unfair list of the Central 
|Trades and Labor Union. 


N.1.G. FINED 











Niles T. Granlund has been fined 
$5,040 by the trial board of the New 
| York musicians union for paying 
; underscale wages to Jack Melvin and 
his band while the latter were em- 


night Sun. Members of the combina- 
tion had previously been penalized. 

While NTG’s case was pending the 
union banned the employment of 
Local 802 members in the spot un- 
less the band were paid off in ad- 
vance every night. 








Al and Lee Reiser, pianists, have 
been engaged by —iberty Records 
to record Arthur Schwartz hit tunes 
from ‘Leave It to Me,’ current legit 








$9,040 BY 802 





ployed at NTG’s nitery, the Mid- | 








Tony Martin’s Album 


Tony Martin, who closed a two- 
week booking at the Paramount, 
New York, yesterday (Tuesday), 
opens Friday (10) at the Paramount, 
Newark, with the State, Hartford, to 
follow. | 

Singer set a deal last week with | 
Jack Kapp to make Decca records. 
They'll be chiefly pops, but he’ll also 
do an album of California classics 








for the Frisco expo trade. | 





Filmg Delay 
Issue Looms 


In Copyright 





New York music publishers have 
been advised that as a result of the 
U. S. supreme court’s decision on the 
Washingtonian vs. Drew Pearson 
case Col. E. L. Bove, registrar of 
copyright, has had a bill introduced 
in Congress which would set a limit 


Col. Bove’s measure would 
make it within 30 days for domestic 
compositions and 60 days for num- 
bers Published abroad. Violation of 
such prescribed periods would auto- 
matically place the number in the 
public domain, 


Decision in the Washingtonian case 
has had a disturbing effect on some 
of the major music publishers in 
New York, while the finding has 
proved of benefit to other pubs. This 
issue is @xpected to prove of con- | 
siderable importance in the fight be- 
tween the Joe Morris Music Co. and 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. over the re- | 
newal rights to ‘My Melancholy | 
Baby.’ 

In the Washingtonian Publishing 
Co. matter the authors, Drew Pear- 
son and Robert Allen, had failed to 
file their copies of the articles until 
long after they had been published. 
The highest court held that such fail- 
ure to deposit did not invalidate the 
writers’ copyright and that they 
might sue for infringement so long 
as the proper deposit had been made 
before filing the infringement action. 





Melrose Firm Files 
Albany, N. Y., March 17. 
Melrose Music Corp. has been 
chartered to conduct a business in 














AFM. at 802’s Request Cancels 





Band Booking Licenses of 22 


Spikes Cleveland Rumor 


Of Consolidated Folding 


Cleveland, March 7. 


Trial board of the New York mu- 
sicians union will by the end of the 
current week act on a second batch 
|of band bookers who are charged 


Consolidated Radio Artists is not | With engaging in underscaling prac- 
| closing its Cleveland office, declared | tices or violating various union ru!es 
Don Haynes, manager, in refuting |@"d regulations. Next move will be 


rumors floating around here about 
curtailment. Reports were probably 
inspired by dropping of Norm Ken- 
dall, according to Haynes. Kendall 
had charge of club department, 
which was thrown out because it 
couldn’t buck local curbstone book- 
ers and bandmasters who have a 
virtual monopoly on talent-penciling 
for niteries. 

Only other change was letting out 
of one typist. Morrey Davidson con- 
tinuing to handle Southern part of 
Cleveland territory for Consolidated, 
with Haynes covering Northern sec- 
tion and Phil Brown heading one- 
niters department. 





Tra Arnstein in Court 


|on the time that a manuscript would | 
jhave to be deposited following pub- 
| lication. 


To Prove Music Industry 
Conspires Against Him 





Suit of Ira B. Arnstein on two 
causes of action, first of which is an 
accounting of profits, damages, esti- 
mated by the plaintifi at over $2,- 
000,000, and a decree forcing the 
American Society of Authors and 
Composers to admit him to member- 
ship, and the second charging con- 
spiracy on the part of ASCAP, The 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation, The Song Writers Protective 
Association, NBC and CBS got under 
way in the N.Y. federal court before 
Judge Edward 4A. Conger on Mon- 


| day (6). 


Other defendants named in the ac- 
tion include Warner Brothers Pic- 
tures, Inc., M. Witmark & Sons, the 
Broadway Music Corp., E. B. Marks 
Musie Co., Mills Music Co., Harms, 
Inc., Sam Fox Publishing Co., Na- 
thaniel Shilkret, Emery Deutsch, 
Gene Buck, John G. Paine, E. C. 
Mills, Harry Fox, Edwin H. Morris, 
A. M. Wattenberg, Louis Bernstein 
and Paul Jonas. 

The plaintiff, who claims the 
plagiarism of some 50 odd songs 
composed hy him, spent the first day 
of the trial reciting his grievances. 








musical. sheet music, music scores, books,| An indication ... to which way the 
ete., with office in New York. Capi- | wind was blowing was shown by the 

Sam Coslow inked a one-picture | tal stock is 100 shares, no par value. | judge’s remark toward the con- 
pact with Metro to cleff three songs|Nat Debin, Jerome Lewin and/|clusion of the morning session. He 
for Virginia Bruce, who'll warble ’em | Muriel Sieger, 1619 Broadway, | turned to the 30 odd attorneys in the 
in ‘Penthouse,’ skedded for produc-|N. Y. C., are directors. room and stated, ‘I arm sorry to de- 
tion soon. Wm. R. Berkson is filing attorney. | prive you men of a week’s work.’ 

Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 

Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS 
(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Feb. 27-March 5). Total represents accumulated 
performances un the two major networks from 8 a. m. to 1 a.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, t legit 
tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 

GRAND 

TITLE. PUBLISHER. SOURCE, TOTAL. 
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|to ask the American Federation of 
Musicians to cancel the licenses of 
the guilty agents. 
| Following the recommendation of 
|the same trial board, the interna- 
|tional union last week advised 22 
band agents the privilege of book- 
|ing AFM members has been with- 
|drawn from them. The agents com- 
| prising this initial batch are as fol- 
| lows: 

Charles Rapp. 

Al Rock. 

Carlton Hubb. 

Al Rogers. 

Louis Riccardi (National Radio & 
Entertainment Bureau). 

Sid Hall. 

Resort Entertainment Bureau. 

United Entertainment Bureau. 

Nevco Entertainment Bureau. 

Acme Booking Agency. 

Percy Oakes. 

Nick Elliott. 

Mike Hammer. 

Parker & Ross. 

Sylvan Amusement. 

Bill Robbins. 

Columbia Entertainment Bureau. 

Eddie Luntz. 

Ted Crane. 

Tom O'Connell. 

Frieda Solomon. 


JACK ROBBINS 
25 YRS. IN BIZ 


Jack Robbins, head of the Metro- 
Robbins publishing group, celebrates 











his 25th year in the music business 
March 25. The occasion will receive 
attention on the air from band lead- 
ers on national hookups who will 
play medleys of Robbins hits. Th-re 
will also be tributes from name vo- 
calists and screen personalities. 

Among the composers that Rob- 
bins has either backed or introduced 
are Ferde Grofe, Rube Bloom, 
Thomas Grisselle, Lou Alter, Rudy 
Wiedoeft, Bix Beiderbecke and 
Frank Signoreili. 


MILLS EXCLUSIVES 
CINEPHONIC MUSIC 


For the first time since 1925 Mills 
Music, Inc., has entered into an ex- 
clusive representation contract with 
a London publisher. Reg Connolly, 
of Cinephonic Music, Ltd., closed the 
deal by cable last week. 


Agreement is for two years, with 











options, and gives Cinephonic first 
call on all Mills publications. Mills’ 
policy for the past 13 years was to 
place its tune abroad with the high- 
est bidder. 





SOME PROGRESS MADE 


Encouraging First Steps in Cleaning 
Up Bribe Evil 








Professional Music Men, Inc., and 


| popular publishers got a step closer 





to an nti-bribery pact last weck 
when it was agreed to hold a series 
of discussions for the purpose of 
drafting the terms of this pact. In- 
itial session of committees from the 
two camps will be held at the Music 
Publishers Protective Association of- 
fices this Friday (10). 


Group of pubs who met with a 
delegation from the PMMI last week 
declared itself as impressed by the 
sincerity of the contracteers to clean 
up the industry and that the pub- 
lishers should be willing to co-op- 


erate so long as the PMMI does not 


seek to impose a closed shop or take 
on the aspect of a union. The 


| PMMI’s pact proposes that a con- 
| tacteer caught violating the taboo 


rules a second time be subject not 
only to dismissal from his job but to 
absolute shut out from further em- 
ployment in the industry. 





Victor Young doing the musical 
score for Republic’s ‘Man of Cone 





quest.’ 
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Ballroom Owners Called Together 





Trade 


Problems Include 


Price War with Name-) 


Piaying Theatres 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Dance hall operators from the East 
and Middle West will meet here in 
a two-day conclave next month to 
lay plans for combatting the inroads 
made into their business by theatres 


with name bands. 


price of name crews for ballroom 
ops now forced to 
by theatres w 
top rates. 

Another 


; 


meet competition 
ho can afford to pay 


practice the ops seek to 








OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 
“TM IN THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE” 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 








; break up, according to 
that of being for 


names in order 
Kaye, 
this way, 
weakles 
them whether th 
1m or not, Bre 


Among the 


are 


Pa.. Mrs. S. Tas 
room, York, Pa.: 
Auditorium, Al 
Baumgart Sisters, 
liamsport, Pa.; R. 

Green Park, 


John Wright, Mas 


Grondo Ballroom, 
Joseph Barry, 
Fred Luther, 

Greensburg, Pa.: 
Buckeye 


to get 
Dorsey, etc. 
able to 
and the operator has 


Bridge por t, 
Collesium 


Brendel, is} 
ced to book weak 
a Goodman, 
The bookers, in 
palm _ off 
to take 


| 


‘y make money for 


; Ray 
ybrook, Pottstown 


ie, Valencia Ball- 


Bud oy ont, Mealy’s 
lentow! 


Pa.; the 
Sunset Park, Wil- 
M. Sr yan ler, R oll- 
Selinsgrove, Pa.; 
mic Temple Ball- 
Pa.: A Tracy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 
Conn.; 


Dave Hudkins, 


Lake, Ohio; Vincent Weber, 
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BERLIN LEADS AGAIN 


WITH 





SHUT - 


(GOTTA GET SOME) 





EYE 


[THE NATI NATION’S MOST PLA AY ED_ “SONG | | 





- Another Hit by Walter Donaldson and Johnny Mercer 


CUCKOO IN THE CLOCK 








THE NEXT NO. 1 SMASH 


IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 


By Carmen Lombardo and Johnny Loeb 

















“HIS NEW WALTZ” 


WE’LL NEVER KNOW 


By IRVING BERLIN 











Ballroom, |} 


|its hometown 





Spanish Ballroom, Dover, Ohio; 
Louis Griner, Trianon, Toledo; Blue 
Platt, Summit Beach Ballroom, 
Akron; Harry Altman, Glen Park 
Casino, Williamsville, N. Y.; Walter 
Reade, Casino, Asbury Park, N. J.; 
J. B. Sollenberger, Hershey Ball- 





———————— 


On the Upbeat 


Tommy Carlyn band into Show, the Raleigh-Kool show for one shot 





Boat, Pittsburgh, Thursday (2) 


for | March 29, 


Krupa had to get per. 


pee. Hershey, Pa.; Phillip Costello, | indefinite stay, replacing Jay Starr| mission to leave the College Inn, 


Rockey Glen Park, Pa.; 
| Wittig, Playmore Ballroom, Kansas 
| City. 





Precs Agent Stunt Costs 
Union Scaie; Shaggers 
‘Break Ground’ at Expo 


} } . 7 ’ ¥ rant 
It cost the backers of the projecte 


y Ballroom at the World Fair, 


he Chick Webb and I 
Hawkins orchestras on hand at the 
round breaking 
building past Saturday (4). 
local decreed stunt o1 
ad to be paid. 
brought several hundred 
from Harlem to the 
rounds in chartered 
have the 


ceremonies for 


cians 
boys h 

Gag 
dancers 
busses. 
was to shagsters 
the thought that if 
dance floors they 


they can 
ought to be 
of dust 


able 
to kick up a few yards 


Blue Barron Coin Rise 
Attested in Home County 


Cleveland, March 7. 
Return of Blue Barron’s band to 
last Wednesday (1) 
for educators’ national convention 
pinned a red feather in hat of short 
maestro who jumped from $350 jobs 
here into $3,500 class. Played to 
house of 4,000, a new high for Stat- 
ler ballroom, before leaving for a 


rapid three-week tour of middle- 
west. 

From a one-niter at Paramount 
theatre in Anderson, Ind., Cleve- 


lander is jumping to Chase Hotel in 
St. Louis Friday for ten days. After 
that he is barnstorming through 
Alabama and Tennessee to Loew’s 
house in Atlanta, Ga., for a week 
opening March 24. Barron goes back 
April 4 to New York Edison Hotel, 
which he left Oct. 6 after a nine 
month run. He is staying there to 
middle of June and is set for Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va., June 23. 


Band Bookings 


Benny Goodman follows current 
Stanley, Pitts. date with Earle, 
Wash., March 17, and Hipp, Balto, 
March 24. 

Hal Kemp, Fox, Phila., March 24. 

Kay Kyser, Fox, Detroit, March 17. 





















IRVING BERLIN, 





JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 


nc., 799 Seventh Ave. N.Y 

















Clyde Lucas, Beverly Hills Coun- 
try Club, Newport, Ky., opening 
March 17. 

Larry Clinton, Savoy Ballroom, 
N. Y., Sunday (12). 

Dick Barrie, Beverly-Wilshire 
hotel, Beverly Hills, Cal., indefinite, 
opening March 21. 

Eddy Duchin, Palmer House, Chi., 








opening April 7. Plays Orpheum, 
Minn., week March 24. 


weeks. 





Artie Shaw played University of | 
at ——— 
Howard & Lester Lanin Orchestra | 


Interfraternity Ball 
William Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, 


Pittsburgh 





|}engagement at 


y York, one-night stand rates to | 
» T ‘ ¢ 


the | 
Musi- 
no the} 


Fair | 
Idea | 
break | 
ground with specially made shoes on | 
ruin | 


ithe Van 
| week an | 
i one-nighters. 


road tour 





day (3), doubling into there 
WB Stanley. 


time theatre has ever permitted that. 
Matty Malneck orchestra signed 
for night club sequences in ‘East Side 


of Heaven’ at Universal. 


sanized a band for 


jobs between pic- 


Johnny Davis or: 
theatre and dance 
tures. 

State-Palace 
which opens Friday (10) after 
eral delays, will have three bands 
on tap first two days. Jimmy Dorsey 
orchestra will guest augment Lucky 
Millinder and Hazel Scott crews Fri- 
day and Saturday (10-11). 


sev- 


Emerson Gill orchestra closed at 
Cleve hotel, Dayton, last 
picks up three weeks of 





Kendis orchestra ends its 
in Detroit today (8) and 
the Stork Club, N. Y., 


Sonny 


returns to 





Friday (10). 
George Hall introduces a new 
tune tagged ‘Beethoven Wrote It, 


But It’s Swing,’ when it goes into 
Loew’s State, N. Y., March 16. Tune 
written by Herbert Roussel, music 
critic of Houston, Texas, Post. 





Al Donahue orchestra returns to 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., May 10. 
Plays Coronation Ball at Sarasota, 
Fla., Friday (10), then goes one- 
nighting. 





Jess Stacey, Benny Goodman or- 
chestra pianist, cut three platters 
for Commodore under recent pact 
with Robbins Music. Tunes were 
‘Ramblin’,’ ‘Complainin’,’ and ‘Ain’t 
Goin’ Nowhere.’ 





Don Dunham orchestra at the Top- 
per Ballroom, Cincinnati, adds 


Fri- 
from 
First 


Ballroom (N._ Y.), 


| REFUGEE 


and Will} outfit, latter pulling out after three | Chicago, where «he opens March 11, 


'for the broadcast and rebri oadcast. 
Standby outfit will fill his spot dur. 
ing the airings. 


| Management, Ine., has been cha ir< 
|} tered at Albany to conduct a busi- 
ness in organizing and handling or. 
chestras, with office in Manhattan 
Joseph E. Low filing attorney. 
Marchelli is currently conducting 
re : ; 5 
Shea’s Buffalo pit orchestra 














One of the most 
popular and most played 
songs on the air today! 


BLAME IT ON 
MY LAST AFFAIR 


MORTON GOULD'S 


PAVANNE 


A Beautiful and Appealing Song 















A song with the Yankee Doodle spirit 
9 sasare? | i 
I’m Livin’ and I’m Lovin 
(In That Good Old 
Way) 





American 


Frem the Cotten Club Parade 
(Werld's Fair Edition) 
By Ted Kohler and Rube Bicom 


WHAT GOES UP 
MUST COME DOWN 


(And Baby, ror ve Been Fiyin’ 


Tee High) 


DON’T WORRY "BOUT ME 


Watch for Further Titles 




















‘Sparkling Rhythms’ to the list of | 


style tags. 





Gene Krupa orchestra guest-re- 
places the Tommy Dorsey crew on 





Panther Room, Chicago, 
To NBC; Krupa Lead-Off 


Chicago, March 7. 
NBC here takes on the Hotel Sher- 
man when that spot returns to the 
ether on Saturday (11). First band 
in the new Panther Room (formerly 
part of the College Inn) of the Sher- 
man will be the Gene Krupa gang. 
Also switching over to NBC is the 


Edgewater Beach hotel which has | 


been on the Columbia web for sev- 
eral months. 


























and 


in 


Lechignnenmenigentenl need 
By WALTER SAMUELS, LEONARD WHITCUP and TEDDY POWELL 


TOM ORR 








FRANK HENNIGS, PROF. MGR. 


OW’S 


E GENI 


| 
' 
| 
| 
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SONG 


The Irresistible Hit 


‘HEAVY, HEAVY HANGS 
OVER MY HEART’ 


AND 
A “Different” Novelty 


‘BENNIE, THE BUMBLE- 
BEE, FEELS BUM’ 


On Bluebird Record B7948 


6411 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
AND 


1776 Broadway 
NEW YORK, N. 














HIT 
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799 7TH AVE., NEW YORK 








FASTEST 


SELLING HIT IN 


10 





4 RS! 


DEEP PURPLE 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC 


Words:by MITCHELL PA 
CORPORATION 


RISH 
° 799 


Music by PETER DE ROSE 
SEVEN T-H 


AVENUE 


NEW YORK 








AN OUTSTANDING SONG EVENT 


LITTLE SKIPPER ‘: 


Words and Music by NICK KENNY and CHARLES KENNY 
INC; <¢ 


LEO FEIST, 


1629 BROADWAY, NEW 


YORK « 


HARRY LINK, Gen 


S 


Prof. 


Mgr. 
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VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 


VARIETY $1 








Phill Booker, Act Groups End Feud, 
Plan Joint War on Unlicensed Agents 











+ 
Philadelphia, March 7. VAUDE GETS BREAK 
The Entertainment Managers As- 
sociation, booker group, and the Seven Acts Signed for Sequence in 
United Entertainers Association 20th-Fox’s ‘Square’ 


(American Federation of Actors), 
long at loggerheads here, have joined 
in an effort to oust chiseling book- 
ers and ‘foreign,’ unlicensed agents 
from the state. 

A cabaret division of the EMA has 
been set up under Roy Cross to sta- 
bilize wages and working conditiong 
of night club acts. The division is 
also drafting a measure to be pre- 
sented at the current session of the 
legislature to strengthen the present 
agent licensing act. 

Florence Bernard, president of the 
EMA, is one of the ieading oppo- 
nents of unlicensed, out-of-town 
agents, who operate here without 
paying the $110 fee required of li- 
censed bookers. 

The new minimum scale set down 
by a joint UEA-EMA board follows: 
$10 a night for chartered clubs; $18 
for three consecutive days at caba- 
rets and $21 for three non-consecu- 
tive days. Agents who violate this 
scale will be liable for the forfeiture 


of a $50 bond deposited with the 
board. 
Tom Kelly, Local UEA business 


agent, has announced he would start 
a drive within the next two weeks 
to get all agents licensed with the 
AFA in conjunction with a similar 
nation-wide campaign of the actors’ 
union. Most of the local bookers 
are showing a disposition to co-op- 
erate. 

Under the licensing plan agents 
agree to book only AFA members 


’ and at no less than AFA minimums. 


BEN V. HARRIS KILLED 
IN UPSTATE N. Y. CRASH 


A motor crash near Seneca Falls, 
New York, while coming east from 
Chicago, caused the death Sunday (5) 
of Ben V. Harris, 35, of the 
Twins and Loretta vaude act. Trio 
had only. recently returned from 
Australia and were en route to play 
their first date in this country in 
four years, at the State, N. Y., open- 
ing being scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Harris’ twin, Bert, was only slight- 


ly injured in the accident, but his | 


wife, who is Loretta, is in 
condition, reports today from the 
Auburn (N.Y.) City hospital indicat- 
ing that she’s paralyzed. Bert Harris 
was driving the car when it crashed 
into a truck. His brother leaves a 
widow. 

Al Gordon, who was pulled out of 
the current State show opening day 
last week (2) because the show was 
tec long, and tentatively set back 
for a week some time in April, has 


been substituted for the Harris 
Twins and Loretta in next week’s 
show. 


Carroll Changes Acts 


Instead of New Revue 


Hollywood, March 7. 

‘ Earl Carroll will bring new acts 
intermittently into his theatre-res- 
taurant instead of building an entire 
new revue as was first contemplated. 
Original idea was to give each new 
show a three-month run and then 
ship it east intact on an arrangement 
with New York niteries. 

New acts are being brought in to 
replace Harrison and Fisher, dance 
team, and the Three Sophisticates. 
Ballroom guo of Ygor and Tanya go 
in next week. 





Bojangles Wins 


Hartford, March 7. 
Arrested after they had allegedly 





‘attempted to knife Bill Robinson and 


his valet, Harold Carter, at the State 
Wednesday (1), two local colored 
men received light sentences in po- 
lice court Saturday morning (4). 
Both were charged with breach of 
peace. Robert LaBelle was fined $10 
and costs and given 20 days in the 
city jail, execution suspended, and 
George Morse was fined $10. 

The men were arrested after they 
had crashed backstage at the State 
where the terper was p.a.’ing, and 
refused to leave on orders of Oscar 
‘Sticks’ Matarese, doorman. Robin- 
son and his valet subdued them, 


" 
i 


. | 
Harris | 


serious | 





Hollywood, March 7, 
Vaude gets a break in ‘Rose of 
| Washington Square’ at 20th-Fox with 
the signing of seven acts for a the- 





| atre sequence. 

Acts are Biltmorettes, Igor and 
| Tanya, Sophisticates, Stanley and 
| White, Maxwell Turk, Lurline Uller 
and Marvin Jensen. 


AFA SIGNS TWO 
MORE PITT 
CAFES 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 

AFL's American Federation of Ac- 
tors continued last week to tie up 
|town’s niteries, signing closed shop 
|contracts covering entertainers at 
'the Plaza Cafe and Italian Gardens. 
| Drive began recently when a local 
|entertainers union announced it had 
become affiliated with the CIO, first 
time this outfit has ever recognized a 
| performer organization. 

| George La Ray, international rep 
for AFA, said he expected to con- 
summate deals with several other 
niteries within next few days. 

First to sign up was Nixon Cafe, 
and it’s generally believed contract 
| here was the signal for others to fall 
in line. Late signers had previously 
|'told LaRay that once Nixon fell into 
line, they would follow. That spot, 
operated by Tony Conforti, is town’s 
|No. 1 talent-user in the night club 
field. 





| Hitdegarde Suspension 


Hildegarde’s 90-day suspension by 
ithe American Federation of Actors 
'for failure to live up to a contract 
with the Colony club, Chicago, was 
lifted even before it was scheduled 
to begin, following an appeal to the 
AFA council by Martin J. Desmoni, 
her lawyer. 

Council set the suspension aside 
pending arbitration. 





Terper Wins Court Bout 
On Title to $7,000 Estate 


Rochester, N. Y., March 7. 
Bobby Newall, night club 
dancer, won a new name and tiile 
to a $7,000 estate in court actions, 
all in the same week. 

County Court Judge H. Douglass 
| Van Duser issued an order permit- 
ting her to use her professional tag 
for all purposes instead of her real 
one, Mrs, Elizabeth Ludolph Worden. 
Also, the niece of a friend of Miss 
Newall’s accepted a $100 settlement 
of an action to break the will which 
left $7,000 to the dancer and cut off 
the niece with $1. 


F&M Hula Unit 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Fanchon’ & Marco unit of 40, 
j|headed by Rube Wolf, opens an 
eight-week tour of Hawaiian Islands 
'Friday (10) at Kings theatre, Hono- 
lulu. 

Troupe comprises orchestra, line 
of girls, Ole Olsen (not of Olsen and 
| Johnson), Ruth Faber aii Lester 
the Great. Trip is a honey,.oon for 
four of the musicians. 














Norvell’s Tour 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Bert Levey has booked Norvell, 
|astrologer, for a country-wide tour. 
Opening in Oakland, Cal., this 
| week, Norvell covers the northwest 
before heading eastward, 





tap 


Swing ‘Mikado’ Readied 
In Chicago for Vaudeville 


Chicago, March 7. 

An all-colored 60-minute swing 
‘Mikado’ for picture houses is being 
readied here by Harry Rogers. 

Cast of 75 has been recruited from 
vaude and legit and indications are 
| the show will open in a Loop house 
| March 24 or April 7. James Staun- 
| ton is staging. 
| 








VAUDE REVIVAL 
"FOLDS INBALTO 


| 
} 








Baltimore, March 7. 
‘Laughter Over Broadway,’ with 
‘which Kurt Robitschek and Julian 
Fuhs sought to bring back ‘big time’ 
vaude to the Maryland here, folded 
after one week. 

Withdrawal of policy from the 
Maryland leaves that house again 
open for indie bookings in legit. 

Montreal, March 7. 

Vaudeville may be discontinued at 
Loew’s here within two weeks. 

Consolidated Theatre execs are 
mulling plans to adopt straight pic- 
;ture grind policy at Loew’s, using 
| double features, after a losing season. 


‘Bad Biz, Union Row 
Force Shuttering Of 





Los Angeles, March 7. 


the front 
have the 





| Three of line 


niteries 


town’s 
drawn 


| Trocadero, after several changes in | 
management, gave up the ghost and | 
bankroller. 


reopening awaits a new 
| Ambassadors Cocoanut Grove ran 
j}into union trouble and it’s reported 
the hotel is in the fight to a show- 
down. 

| Biltmore hotel's Bowl goes dark 
tomorrow (Wed.) due to tough sled- 
ding. When musicians union re- 
|fused to adjust the scale for a bond 
to follow Shep Fields into the Bowl 
and Bob Keith’s group into the 
Rendezvous, the hotel folded. 


‘MRS. 0. M. SAMUELS 
HOLDING N. Y. SHOW 


Mrs. O. M. (Helene) Samuels of 
‘|New Orleans will hold a ‘one-man’ 
show of her paintings at the Argent 
| gallery, 42 West 57th street, New 
| York, on April 11. A tea will follow. 

She’s wife of Monte Samuels, well 
| known in show biz and for 25 years 
| Variety f.l. (for love) representative 
in the Louisiana metropolis, 





PITMAN TURNS LAWYER 


| Eduard Werner Admitted to Prac- 
tice—Played Theatres, Radio 








Detroit, March 7. 

Eduard Werner, for many years 
batoner of the Michigan theatre pit 
orchestra here and recently director 
of symph band at WXYZ, is enter- 
ing his third profession, law, join- 
ing the local firm of Belanger, 
Wood, Jacquemain & Werner. 

In his youth a member of Hun- 
gary’s army, Werner took up the 





teacher. 
he settled down 
one of the country’s first film the- 
atre orchestras at the old Liberty 
here in 1914. 





| Capitol, State and Michigan theatres 

here, moving into radio last sum- 
mer when the Michigan dropped 
| vaudeville. While batoning at the 
Michigan he studied law and was 
admitted to state bar last June. 





‘Lombardo’s 3-Week Date 
At Strand, New York City 


Guy Lombardo orchestra goes into 
ithe Strand, N. Y., for three weeks 
| April 7. Lombardo will draw $10,000 
which will cover the cost of the band 
‘and supporting show. 

Makes another Music Corporation 
of America crew to switch from the 
Paramount to the Strand. 


Niteries on Coast 


blinds. | 


violin and went to New York as a} 
After a tour of the U. S.,| 
in Detroit to lead | 


Subsequently he di- | 
rected bands at the Madison, Adams, | 


Norvo Preems New Band Policy 
At the Flatbush, Bklyn, March 17 





SIGNS DEB SINGER 


Embassy, Philly, Already Doing 
| Good Biz with Blue Book Terper 








—. 


| ee 
| Philadelphia, March 7. 
| 


| The Embassy club, ringing up 
good business in the past three 


weeks by featuring a debbie hoofer, 
| Cynthia Ware, yesterday (Mon.) 
| Signed Eleanor L. Piper, also of the 
| Blue Book, as a chirper. She debuts 


Thursday (9). 

Miss Piper has been singing on a 
WCAU cuffo program for the past 
couple of months, 


4A’S INQUIRY OF 
AFA OPENS 
INN. Y. 


Probe of the Four A’s into the 
operation of the American Federa- 
tion of Actors got underway yester- 
day (Tuesday), 
accountants started 
AFA books in N. Y. 
| tion was requested by Ralph White- 








when 
studying 
The investiga- 





head, executive secretary of the 
AFA, 
that he dominated 


|nitery actors’ union. 


published charges 
the vaudeville- 


following 


Four A’s committee appointed to | 


|investigate the AFA includes Flor- 
ence Marston, chairman of the prob- 
ing group and eastern rep of the 
iScreen Actors Guild; Frank Gill- 
more, prez of the Four A’s; Paul 
Turner of the Four A’s; Paul 


| Dullzell, of Equity; George Heller, of | 


the American Federation of Radio 
| Artists; 
Benjamin D. Reis, an accountant. 
Charges against Whitehead were 
originally contained in a letter to 
the Four A’s by Harry Calkins, or- 
ganizer for the AFA who had been 
dismissed for allegedly abusing his 


;power. Later, at a Four A’s meet- 
| ing, Whitehead demanded a full in- 
| vestigation to clear his administra- 
tion, 





Helhach Reinstated 
As Onyx Club Director 


Ousted several months ago as a 
director of the Onyx Club, New 
| York, Joe Helbach, reputedly one of 
the club’s originators, was ordered 


reinstated last week by Judge Aaron 
G. Levy of supreme court, N. Y. 

| Reason for Helbach’s ousting was 
;/not made known. He’s the owner of 





|the Onyx title and was planning to} 


|open another spot under that name 
|if his reinstatement suit was unsuc- 


cessful. 





Enright, Pitt, Returns 
To Weekly Am Shows 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 
The Enright, WB’s big-seater in 
_East Liberty, near here, is returning 
| to its Friday night amateur shows in 
an effort to bolster biz there on that 


day. Management has hired Brian 
McDonald and Jerry Mayhall to 
stage the shindig. Both have been 
doing a sponsored tyro program over 





four years. 

There'll be eight acts on the bill 
every week to be picked earlier by 
audition. Cash prizes of $10, $5 and 
$2 will be awarded to the winners, 
to be judged by audience applause. 
| Probable, too, that the best of them 


| will also get a spot on the McDonald- | 


| Mayhall radio show. 


Eva Puck Divorced 


Santa Monica, Cal., March 7. 
Eva Puck, former vaude and mu- 
sical comedy player (Puck and 
White), was granted a divorce here 
| March 1 from Robert Groves. 





She was granted alimony of $120, 


a month. 


lawyers and | 
the | 


Henry Jaffe, of AFRA, and | 


WJAS here every Sunday for last | 


. a —_—_—_____ 


New band policy for the Brandt 
Circuit Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, 
starts March 17. Red Norvo band, 
with Mildred Bailey, Cross and 
Dunn, Lorraine and Rognan and the 
| Varsity Co-Eds are set for the band- 





| film policy opener. House will have 


|55c. top week days and 75c. week- 
| ends. 


Benny Meroff orchestra and the 
| Andrew Sisters are booked for the 
| week of March 25, and Jimmy Dorsey 
is dated for the week of April 7. 
| Larry Clinton goes in later in April. 
| House will also have a standby or- 
chestra. 

| The Flatbush, a B. F. Keith ace 
vaudeville house until 1928, when 
|RKO built the Kenmore across the 
street, will be completely renovated. 
There will be four complete shows 
daily, with five Saturday and Sun- 
day. Arthur Fischer and Milton 
Roemer are booking. 

The Brandts are trying to work 
out a deal with the musicians union 
on the standby orchestra which 
would permit the crew to be used 
|outside the theatre. Plan is to farm 
the orchestra out to schools, depart- 
ment stores, factories, commercial 
establishments, etc., whenever it is 
idle. 

Circuit would continue paying sal- 
aries and would furnish the enter- 
tainment gratis. In return for giv- 
ing services of the band, theatre fize 
ures to build good-will for its new 
policy. So far the union has nixed 
the. idea, 





Pitt’s Temporary Vaude 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 

The Senator, Harris outfit’s No. 2 
downtown house, will go flesh again 
temporarily March 17 when it brings 
the Blackstone magic unit in for a 
| week. It will be only the second 
time since house opened last Noveme- 
ber that it’s had a stage show. Ine 
augural bill had John Boles. 

Both Harris first-runners go in for 
flesh occasionally on a spot basis. 
Alvin’s last show was Jane Withers 
on New Year’s week, but nothing’s 
been on the boards : Execs say 
if Blackstone clicks at the Senator, 
units may be booked there oftener, 
| Town’s only permanent flesh spot is 
the WB Stanley. 





ince 


Band Shows for Madisen 
Madison, Wis., March 7. 

The Capitol] here inaugurates band 
shows Fridays and Saturdays in con- 
junction with films, beginning Friday 
(10). 

Manager Edward Benjii has booked 
Dean Hudson and Charlie Agnew’s 
orchestras for first two weeks. 


16 FRISCO CAFES GET 
LIQUOR SUSPENSIONS 


Sacramento, March 7. 

Sixteen £... Francisco and sur- 
rounding niteries had their liquor 
licenses suspended by the California 
State Board of Equalization action 
here last week. Suspensions are for 
five days, starting Monday (13), on 
charges of violating the 2 a.m. clos- 
ing law. 

Affected were the Club Tivoli, 
|Royal Hawaiian, the Thirty-Niner, 
Ruby Stone Cafe, Embassy Club, Mu- 
|sic Box, the 245 Mason Street, 92 
|Sixth Street, Sloppy Joe’s, The 
| Breakers, Club Moderne, Highway 
Inn, Dick’s Tower, Out of Town Club, 
'Brisbane and Fred Wood's Cloma. 
| In all, the board suspended 34 state 
,licenses, revoked 15, issued 18 new 
permits and denied 75 applications. 














Indiana Sets Curfew 

Indianapolis, March 7. 
Bill passed by Indiana legislature 
and signatured by the governor 
| Thursday (2) cuts an hour from 
previous legal closing tire for night 
clubs, setting the deadline for sale of 
liquor at midnight, Monday through 
Friday, and 1 a.m. Saturday nights, 

No sales are permitted on Sunday. 


ED 


Rose Books Debonairs 
For 30 Weeks at Casa 


Debonairs, dancing sextet now in 
|the last of Billy Rose’s vaude pre- 
sertations at the Casa Manana, New 
| York, will be held over for the new 
'show set to open March 27. They're 
‘set for 30 weeks, along with James 
Barton, who was set last week. 

Bill Miller booked, 
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Padula, Philly Cafe, Sued for Orch 


Pay; Seek to Settle Arcadia 606 Debts 





—~+% 


Philadelphia, March 7,° 


Fields H.0. in Chi 


Chicago, 


Double trouble hit Art Padula, op- 
erator of the Arcadia-International 
here, this week. First, a suit was 


; : March 7. 
filed against him by Oscar Moldauer, 


counsel for the musicians union, for | Benny Fields and other acts at ye 
pln “ |Chez Paree hold over for an addi- 
$1,500 back pay, alleged to be owed tome) team eases 
relic gate te ob resiobe — ‘Russ Mor an orchestra opened at 
wound wy at the Anchorage, owned the spot last week for four weeks 
by Padula, last week. ite anbinin Replaces Lou Breese 
Padula said he refused to pay spehenten whith had been there fer 
Honey ber cause the union insisted more than a year. 
on holding him personally respon- 
sible for salary owed Clem Willia 
crew, which was holding forth at 
the Arcadia-International at the WISCONSIN AUTHORITIES 
time it closed. Padula claimed the Wh 
two cafes were under separate cor- WAR ON CAFE GAN ABLIN z 
porations. Anchorage is now run- 
ning with Frank Quinn’s orchestra. 
a non-union band Milwaukee, March 7. 
Padula’s second wallop came on Wi he new driv ) chan- 
the same day when a constabl ale 1 vblin Ozaukee county joi 
was held at the Arcadia to satisfy ithe cleanup parade on Wisconsin 
$60.000 worth of debt About $1,100 Wal ha co y ha id 
WwW: realized at the le of fix ? ! l-\ » § nd yur. tunctiol 
T Co I 
W } U | clamped on 
) - 1 ¢ 1 I rh) do n gamblin re eZ\ 5 
$2,000 against the place and obtained several convictions. A 
-adula | rd: 1 it ‘looked al- | two-d I 1 in La Crosse on alleged 
most hopeless’ that he would ever’ vice resorts and gambling establish- 
reopen the Arcadia He declared.’ ments was followed Thursday night 
that the creditors were tisied to/| (2) by varnings from authorities 


allow him to run the place sain | that 
but he was stymied by the demand | to eliminate 
of the landlord for an annual rental The drive. 


of $50,000. ing of 12 


there will be no letup in efforts 
such places 
resulting in the 


alle 


book- 


ged_ violators was 


It has been reported that at least | started last week by Chief of Police 
a half dozen persons have been ne- | Herman Rick 
gotiating for the spot. Among them — 
are said to be Phil Barr, operator of 
the 500 Club, Atlantic City, and SALVATION 
Johnny D’Augustino, head of the Shea 
Renault Wine Co., and partner with | RKO, Boston, Starts Pro Auditions to 
Frank Palumbo of the Renault Tav- | Aid Vauders’ Waning Bookings 
ern, Atlantic City. Misacnne 
seta Sia aaa Wr oad 4 gaa Boston, March 7. 
Mari io to Double On | Profession al Auditions every Fri- | 
|day evening at the RKO Boston was 
9 N. Y. Nitery Dates inaugurated last week by C. W. 
; ; e Koerner, New England division man- 
Don Mario, who’s producing ‘Bag- ager. 
dad on Broadway,” which opens Joe Purpose is to aid vaudevillians suf- | 
Zelli’s Arabian Nights, New York, | forins from waning bookings, by | 
tomorrow night (Thurs.), will awarding a week’s engagement to 
double from the nearby Firenze. |the y 


inner of each audition group, 


Mario has written the book 
music for the show. 


and the 


Philadelphia, March 7. 




















Arabian Nights opener will in-| The Entertainment Managers As- 
clude Roberta Jonay, who goes to |sociation, org of bookers. will hold 
London and Paris for subsequent | its second audition of acts at the 
dates. | Hotel Walton on Sunday, March 19. 
— | A meeting of the group will follow, 
— Howard Wheeler, national EMA 

WALLACE JANICE 


president, will speak. 


GILRONE and STARR} = ee ee 


Present Their | 
Dance Creation, ‘White Flame’|}| Armstrong, Tucker Set 
in the Kansas City, March 7. 


Though the Fox Tower is current- 
ly on a double feature film policy, 
| following nearly five years of vaud- 
| films, it won’t ignore stage shows 
/altogether. Name bands are being 
dated, with Louis Armstrong and 
| Orrin Tucker already set. 

Armstrong opens March 24 and 
‘Tucker comes in early in April. 


Universal Picture 


“PHARMACY FROLICS” 
Thanks to MAX RICHARD 


For Bookings Address 
MAX RICHARD, 1674 B'way, N.Y.C. 





Circle 7-4074 


























BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Bryant 9-7800 





H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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e015 YEARS AGOe}) 


(From VARIETY) 





into picture production. 
|being made for distribution through | 
the Church’s various parishes. 


by one 


The Methodist Church was going 
Shorts were 





The Ku Klux Klan was held re- 
sponsible for the moderate attend- | 
ance of a Canton, O., vauder owned 


Sam Bernstein 


Effie Cherry, of the former Cherry 
Sister team, of vaudeville, back in 
the new She w runnin fo1 
1ayor of Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

Bands, picture and musical com- 
edy tur were invading vaudeville, 

in 1 weekly layoff of 1,000 
vaude act 

Richard Bennett was continuing 


NEW 


EVA LEGALLIENNE 
With Richard Waring 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

15 Mins.; Full (special) 


144th Street, N. Y. 


Eva LeGallienne’s choice of the 
balcony scene from ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ is not an altogether happy | 
one for Frank Fay’s straight vaude- | 
ville venture. It’s a show slower- | 
upper; an interlude so quiet that 
hardly any type of act can pick up| 
'the pace. It’s out of place on any 
variety show. Intermission follows 
it here 

For her Romeo, Miss LeGallienne 
is employing Richard Waring He 
loesn’t add much to Shakespeare’s 
verbiage, but later, in a comedy act 
with Fay, acquits himself creditably 
Once before, at the Palace in 1928, 
Miss Le Gallienne put a vaude au- 
dience to sleep 

Set is nice, but dark. Robert Mil- 
ton staged Scho. 
JOHNNY BARNES 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 


14th Street, N. ¥. 


Johnny Barnes looks like the best 
dancing bet to come along in years 
His infectious personality plus stand- 
} out hoofing ability rate him plenty 


to rebuke audiences. He did it while 
playing in ‘The Dancers’ at the Adel- 
phi, Philadelphia 

Radio was incre ngly becoming 
a competitive danger to show biz. 

( t Salm, who leaped into the 
f ; by his marriage to the oil 

It 56 Millicent Ro ! wa being 


given Stal 
in which he had bit parts, 


billing in revivals of 


films | te; 


f at neon from musical producers 
In tyle 1d mannerisms he’s an ofay 
Bill Robin yn, the ymparison heing 
so close that Barnes may be an in- 

ntional takeoff on the colored 

| dancer. 
Barnes originally came out of 


Elsie Janis. Nance O'Neil, Lillian | Washington and jumped into a Dave 
Leitzel Florenz Ames and Ray Apollon unit. He hasn't been on his 
¥ ' : ».,.,0wn long, and it won't be much 
Dooley were headlining at the Pal- longer before prominence catches 
ace, up with him. 

= Seemingly, he has an endless array 

Jack Dempsey was asking $7,000] of routines. Almost all of them are 
weekly upon being offered Keith | the nerve-tap, strut type employed 
time : ; by Robinson, and were a solid click 
mpi when caught in Frank Fay’s straight- 

aa. _— N fe oe +} his third vaude show opening night (3). 

INWiTS Jack Norworth, iS tnira, Scho. 
was granted a divorce from the co- | 
median. Nora_ Bayes and Louise MILLIE WAYNE 
Dresser were his first two. Comedy Singing | 

— 12 Mins. 


Maurice Chevalier headed the bill 
at the opening of Paris’ new music | 
|hall, the Empire. 


| DeBarries’ Bi 


UNIT REVIEW 
VODVIL VARIETIES 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, March 5. 
rds (2), Crystal Cook 


|Straub & Lee, Jimmy Fitzgerald, 
Griff & Hi. Nolle Tate & Co. (2), 
Enrico Leide’s ‘Capitolians (7), Al 
Mendenhall’s unit band (4). 
Fee 

This one debuted Sunday (5) un- 
der severe handicap when entire 
backstage lighting stem. including 





p.a. system, went haywire and per- 
formers were forced to work in spot. 
Acts got over well, however, in spite 
of fact that lighting was sorely 
missed, 

Show opens strong with DeBarries, 
hubby and wife, putting troupe of 15 
cockatoos through their paces. Act 
is well mounted and flashy and birds 
well trained. 

Crystal Cook, personable songster, 
is in second spot and offers a song 
followed by a radium dance to ‘Diga- 


doo’ for good. results. Her voice, 
however, lacks power without aid of 
mike. 


Jean Straub and Barbara Lee, man 
and wife banjo team, follow. Femme 
swings classics to man’s accompani- 
ment and they finish effectively with 
i Suppe’s ‘Poet and Peasant’ over- 

ure, 

Jimmy Fitzgerald, ventriloquist, 
managed to get over without aid of | 
p.a, system, but he had to work hard | 
to do it. He uses a big dummy for 
main part of his act, and encores | 
with a tiny one that fits over his | 
hand. 

Griff and Hi 
Cylde Smith) 








(Hayes -Griffith and | 
tied up show with | 
their comedy act. Hi works in black- | 
face and has good coon song voice, | 
and Griff plays piano accompani- | 
ments. Former sings ‘Hula Lw’ 
parody on ‘Blue Heaven,’ encoring 
i a musical letter. Had to beg | 
oO 

_ Nolle Tate, assisted by his wife, are | 
in closing spot with their dog act. 
Man does some acro stuff to help | 


and 





| things along, and pups are smart and | 
| have a full bag of tricks. 





All told there are 14 in company, | 
counting band and not counting | 
poultry and canines in first and last | 
act. Show’s clocked in 56 mins.. 
about 11 minutes longer than usual 
Stage bill here. 

Biz at this viewing near capacity. 

Luce. 


Nitery 1 Notes 


Earl Riggins has sold out his in- 
terest in the Brass Rail, Salt Lake 
City, to Paul Stephens, band leader, 
currently spotted there. 





Show 


name in 
glove. 


cracker 


| now 





Joe Pertzborn’s Top Hat, Madison 
Wis., celebrated its third anni, 


Boat, Pittsburgh 
‘Whacky’ is Millie Wayne's nick- 

billing and it fits her like a 
There isn’t an ounce of dig- 
the gal, but she’s a fire-| 

comedienne who, with a| 
little polish and some snappier ma- | 
terial, should wander far: Right 
her slot is the nitery belt, and 
more intimate the spot the bet- 
ter, but eventually musical comedy 
may find a place for her. 

She serves as m.c. here, kids 
performers and the audience 
makes both of them like it. 
quick the trigger, too, and can| 
make a heckler wish he _ hadn't 
ed his mouth. Registers best of 
il, however, in her own specialty 
which is a screwball vocal session 
accompanied by a baby piano, 

Gal ad-libs all through her tunes, 
literally strangles the mike and in- | 
tersperses the straight lyrics with a 
running attack of patter: Some of 
it’s a little off color. Her burlesqued 


nity in 


the 


the 
and | 
She's 


on 


men 


| imitation of Helen Morgan is a howl, 


with Miss Wayne showing a natural 
rowdy comedy talent all the way. 


| 

Cohen. | 

JEAN ARNOLD | 
Singing 
5 Mins. 


Rivera, B’klyn. 

Backed assertedly by some radio | 
experience, Jean Arnold has yet to 
develop considerably before making 
any impression on a stage. Lacking | 
a voice of importance, she also is 
short on the selling. She makes a 
nice appearance, however. 


She is doing three songs. ‘Two! 
Sleepy People,’ opener, is n.g. on| 
delivery. Another represents more | 


noise over the p.a. system than voice, | 
‘Trees’ is the finale. Char. 





ACTS 


MARY JANE WALSH 
Songs 


| 12 Mins.; One 


State, N. Y. 

Mary Jane -Walsh is one of the 
liveliest musical comedy soubrettes 
in some tinte. She was in radio and 
| sang abroad with bands before at- 


tracting attention last season in ‘I’d 
Rather Be Right.’ This season she 
was on Broadway again, appearing 


with the legit revue 
News.’ 
Appearing in Milton Berle’s show 


‘Sing Out the 


here, the attractive songstress is a 
swift chick, despite the fact it is her 
debut in vaude and regardless of 
songs that could be more effect 
Comic helps at the start, clowning 
with Miss Walsh and giving her the 
j|laugh lines 

First number is ‘Beautiful Baby’ 
then ‘Get Out of Town. ‘F.DR. 
Jones’ is her topper, the number be- 
ing from ‘News,’ but not handled by 
her in that show It was a colored 
ensemble’s contribution to the re- 
vue. 

Miss Walsh will doubtless work 
out a better routine. She is a per- 
sonality and handles songs ex. 
cellently. Ibee. 
ALANO TAKA DASS 
Mentalist 
15 Mins.; One 
Lincoln, Lincoin 

Glass-baller Alano Taka Da has 
a pan that’s geared to intrigue the 
women and a line that traps ’em, 
but he takes a long time going into 
his routine, with the usual patter 
about being no different than the 
audience except that he’s psychic. 

He's liberal with gags about 
every fourth insertion a= standard 
| that’s phoney, but peps the crowd. 
Usually they’re near-dirties Dass 
works with the house lights full up 
and asks that the questioner raise a 
| hand when name is called, which 
clears him of any accomplice 

Barn. 
Saranac Lake 
By stated Benway 
Seymour Munn eore ogling Sites” 


for a cafe. Motored in from Detroit. 


Kenneth Farmer of Chicago eyeing 


his brother Clifford, who is Rogers- 
|ing to a comeback. 

After her successful operation, Lil- 
lian Mansfield shit ted her address 
ijfrom here to N. Y., where she’s still 
improving. Isabelle Rook also on 
the mend, having left the Will 
Rogers for home. 

Harry ‘Pop’ Barrett now 80. for- 
merly of the Juggling Barretts, has 
been having trouble with h eyes. 

Ruth Hatch, Betty Huntington. Sal 
Ragone, Doris Gascoigne, Bobby 
Kearns, Joe Drobowski and William ’” 


Headley reported to be feeling aces . 


now that they've left here. 


(Write to those who are ill.) 


ARTHUR 
* BORAN 


RUBINOFF 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Sponsored by Ten Thousand 


LIGGETT-REXALL 
DRUG STORES 


Coast-to-Coast 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
National Broadcasting System 

March-April-May 


COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 
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MILES INGALLS 








Now Playing Roxy, New York 
HELD OVER SECOND WEEK 


Thanks to 


FLORENCE ano ALVAREZ 


Just Returned from 16 Successful Weeks in South America 


JACK DAVIES 























To the Remaining Few—Who Have Any Doubts??? 


BOB HOWARD 


“THE FAMOUS 


GLIDER MAN” 


IS DOUBLING IN THE WORLD’S NO. 1 NITE CLUR 
BILLY ROSE’S CASA MANANA 


APPEARING IN THE STAGE SHOW 


ALSO ENTERTAINING 


And Still Following Bing Crosby Every Thursday 
», Exclusive 


Management, EDWARD 











IN THE MEZZANINE 
, 11-11:15 P.M., WEAF 


1560 Broadway, N. Y. ©: 
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Night Club Reviews 


Don’t Kid WPA 


American Federation of Actors 
members who, while appearing 








RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Ruby Newman orch, Gower & 
Jeanne, John Hoysradt, Eddie Le- 
Baren orch. 





It was S.S. Normandie reunion at 
the Rainbow Room for the preem of 
this show last Wednesday (1), ac- 
counted for by Ruby Newman, who 


had performed with his band on the 
Normandie’s cruise to Rio. The boat 
got in that morning and after 2 
days thrown together with one an- 
other, apparently many of the pas- 
sengers were still on speaking terms, 
so they repaired to the Rockefeller 
nitery to bon-voyage New n’ 
bard into his Rainbow Room return 

Newmen ha a smooth d e 
combo and has been here sev 1] 
times. John Hoysradt is a third- 
termer here. He’s the clever mimic 
who John Roy, managing director of 


the R.R., first discovered at Chez 
Firehouse, N. Y. His first entry here 
was his best; last time n.s.g., and the 
same holds for this. Hoysradt has a 
bright, smart but too much the sam 
type of repertoire—everytiing in 
the sports idiom. He’s in fashion- 





able sports blazer and kindred togs 
for his satires on chiseling golfers, 
English tennisters, fishmermen, ski- 
ers who do their tutoring at Saks 5th 
Ave. snowslide, ete. H b he 
Malibu finale, with a Hollywood 
satirical angle. 

He's one of a group of clever young 
Yalemen, such as Ben Cutler, erst- 


while maestro here, and others in 
the theatre, who came out of the 
same 1927-28 class and found their 


way into the R.R. Roy, former peda- | 


gog, who thus met Nelson 


Rocke- 


feller and went into the Center’s|part of the 
realty division, tutored some, which | it 


accounts for the tie. 


this time, Gower and Jeanne, youth- | 
ful terp team. Eddie LeBaron, with 
his personality style of maestroing | 
the tango-rhumba band, holds over. | 
LeBaron, incidentally, is also prez! 
of a Spanish film production com- | 
pany bearing his name. 

Gower and Jeanne won a Veloz 
and Yolanda dance contest some 
years ago at the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles, and thus migrated into 
show biz. They’re a nice personality 
pair, with a refreshing front and an 
unique style of ballroomology that 
almost borders on the adagio in one 
or two sequences. Their ‘Chop- 
sticks’ finale is a neat conceit and 
withal they’re a class pair for a room 
of this calibre. Abel. 


COCOANUT GROVE 


(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, N. Y.) 





Enrico & Novello, Billy Vines, 
Margie Greene, Frank Ray, Curt 
Houck orchestra (12). 


Grove went back to normal last 
week with the Curt Houck orchestra 
and an abbreviated floor show, 
dominated by Enrico and Novello, 
replacing Chick Webb’s band and 
Harlemese entertainment. This is 
the first shot in the East for Houck’s 
crew which spent three seasons on 
Catalina Island and past nine months 
aly at the Hollywood’ Roosevelt 

otel. 


|rhythmic and graceful routines. Do | 
Roy has booked only one other act | three numbers, getting away with a| 





While not of the caliber which 
would enable it to shoot up into the 
class of higher bracketed crews, 
Houck’s 12-piece (including himself) 
outfit spells solid dansapation. It’s 
versatile from both instrumental and 
novelty angles, looks good on the 
stand, and gets the customers up to 
dance. When caught, most of 
Houck’s sets drew almost the entire 
room onto the floor. 

Band is obviously not aimed at jit- 











MAX FIELDS 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


before paid audiences, ‘indulge 
in jokes belitting the WPA will 
be subject to fine or suspension 


{terbugs, which naturally limits it 
these days. Style is predominantly 


sweet, instrumental setup being or both,” the union’s council 
topped by four saxes. Brass carries | ruled Monday night (6). 

three trumpets with one cccasionally | eons : act wes , 
switching to trombone or violin, Resolution explained that 


such quips are not only ‘humili- 
ating to members and others on 
WPA, but are degrading and in- 
jurious to the whole acting pro- 


same applying to a clarinet among | 
the reeds. Rhythm section numbers | 
four, including a changeable bass | 
man on horn and fiddle. Leader 





himself is a stancout fiddle slapper. fession.’ 
He shows his wares, off and on, and sole ~ ks. = = sa 
Goes a duet with the crew bass Man, =—_—___a_—_ 
uck also brings a novelty stunt ; . a aie tle ‘ 
that's tops in ingenuity. ean yy | Draper. What was the old Merry- 
SS a oe ys Go-Round bar when Nick Bates ran 
A Hane eleceric — : ; the sp has bs le into a gala 
variously tuned | . On the end by - - 
, 1} = bar and lounge: and the main in- 
o ] . } - “oe athe. tnt ” rit If has been likewise lavi h- 
bu which Ig! \ i tch I : , aa 
“ \\ if F< Ferry is no novice in show 
ke} tand , bul He’s been producing cafe revues 
ul : fj ies. Er us tically nL yn and on the Riviera, hence 
; 1 when caught. and de-|the Monte Carlo tag of this spot 
ved fere he’s principally the host, stand- | 
Frank Ray \v ls with the crew/ing at the door, greeting the cus- 
d do handil Nice voice and mers, and seemingly knowing all. 
( delivery, but he presses too | Like the Stork, if unknown, unman- 
much physicall Give mpression | ageable or unimpressive on persone | 
he’s trving to force himself into y, Ferry exercises a strict closed- 
mike along with tunes. Not nec- same on the paying guests. Couvert 
essarv as vo sufficient Tune is $1 and $2, and everybody gets | 
selection could be better. Though)|it, which differs from the Stork or 
his ‘When Day Is D ne’ is okay. ‘Go Viorocceo’s elasticity. denending on 
to My Head’ is rather dated. whether you're a wine-buyer or a 
Billy Vine m.c.’s and entertains|regular. If not the latter, it’s just 
m his own without much respot apt to be from $2 (Stork) to $3 


a ss of s ull takeoffs | (Morocco), as an unsubtle cue to| 
with tunes, and caps the biz with/ stay home or take the rap the hard | 
burlesque of Helen Mor- | way. This hark-back to the speak- | 

gan. Margie Greene works twice] easy era, when only the initiate were | 
in sé mi “acro style, and is an acces welcomed, is another curious mani- | 
able filler. First half could be better | festation of the cafe society racket. | 
costumed, comparison with second Anyway, as a new nitery venture, | 
! 

| 

| 


ies a me SCrTewDda 


an 1.S.£. 


shot hypoing latter impression. | Ferry has a very good chance to| 
Enrico and Novello lend the floor | ¢i¢k vi Abel 
show the real class | ‘ rae 

lacks to that point. Smooth, | 


Harry’s N. Y. Cabaret 
smooth tango, faster bit with Ori- | 


, | (CHICAGO) 

ental musical background, and a | ier 

rhumba encore. | | Coiniak Me? 
Roscoe Ails, Betty Lewis, Renee 


FEFE’S MONTE CARLO Villon, Tommy Jones, Renee Hart- 


j man, Del Ohrel, Charlie Engel’s orch. 
(NEW YORK) 


| This place used to be pretty much 
Lee Wiley, Dick Smart, Ted of a ball-of-fire, especially during 
Straeter and Bob Knight orchestras; | the two years following the Chi Fair. 
6 models (Peggy Healey, Elaine Bas- | But it has fallen upon sadder days, 
sett, Anne Graham, Anita Colby,|due to competition from nite spots | 
Evelyn Kelly, Rosanne Murray); | in the near northside and its general 
Felix Ferry. | ‘ailure to keep up with the parade. 
, | It must get into action immediately 
The Fefe part of Fefe’s Monte if it expects to recapture its former 
Carlo stands for Felix Ferry’s nick- | lure. 
name. He’s the new boniface on we | Best item in the current show is 
site of the old House of Morgan! Roscoe Ails, who used to be some- | 
(lastly Dave Apollon’s ill-fated Casa- | thing of a local fav in musical com- 
nova), and Ferry looks to have ajedy. Ails is working hard to keep 
winner. Which, at last, would make | things moving in this 350-seater. He 
this heretofore luckless spot mean|retains plenty of his ability to put 
boxoffice for somebody. over a song and dance. His gagging 
The Monte Carlo bids fair to be- | is fast and well-timed, though a bit 
come one of New York’s glamor dated. One of his best items is his 
spots, a rather superlative conclusion radio burlesque and it would be bet- 
considering the high ratio of noc-| tet, with better musical support. 
turnal fatalities. However, it’s a|, Charlie Engel’s orch has been here 
happy combination of circumstances | for a long time, but has grown care- 
and already is making itself felt, to|less. They make a clambake out of 
no small degree, on spots like El|the show. Engel should pep up his 
Morocco. Fefe’s is the nearest op-|Ccrew, since in its present lethargic 
position to John Perona’s zebra- state it is responsible in some meas- 
decored boite. ure for the air of discouragement 
The setup is this: Ferry and Gene, | that hangs over the place. } 
of the Colony restaurant, are part-| Working with Ails is Betty Lewis, 
ners. Gilbert Kahn, son of the late | Who manages to get away as a foil 
Otto, owns the property and is said|for some of the comedy and then 
to have some money in it also, as | takes a solo spot for some tap rou- 
has Gilbert Miller, the legit im-| tines, punctuated with some good 
presario. Louis Shurr, the agent, | ning pirouettes. ; 
handles most of the talent and, being| Renee Villon is one of those strip- 
a close pal of Ferry’s, he, too, is said | Pers who blossomed out during the 
to have a piece of it. solurge of nudies after the Chi Fair. 
pretext to the ultimate in nocturnal | ity and has worked out some good 
chi-chi. Yet, it’s not overboard on | ideas for a dance, which includes a 
the gingerbread, save for some of |nuUmber of high kicks. Other dis- 
that overhead lighting, which can rober is Renee Hartman, who wastes 
| readily be corrected. plenty of time with some hand gyra- 
| A series of tableaux by a sextet | tions before unbuttoning. 
,of the town’s topflight lookers—so- For the vocalizing there is Tommy 
| cialite, Powers’ models and/or the- | Jones, who exhibits a passable bari- 
| atrical showgirls—punctuate the pro-| tone. Del Ohrel is a pretty contor- | 
ceedings. Nothing is halted. Ted/|tionist who works a couple of tough 
|Straeter and Bob Knight head the | ™®neuvers creditably. 
| dansapation. Straeter is Kate Smith’s Five-girl line frames the show at 
|arranger - conductor, and equally | Opening and closing with a couple of 
| suave for a class spot such as this, | Standard routines. Gold. 
They continue with their terp tunes 
while the curtains part, disclosing 
| the sundry tableaux. 
| Lee Wiley, who has a bit of a cafe- 























| hostelry to the Drake and Blackstone 





society following, gets a solo spot : i 
Pittsburgh, M | 
for her repertoire of torchers. She’s ‘ ittsourgh, March 5. | 
always been an expert saleswoman | ee Kovelin orch (9), Al Shelle- | 
\thereof. Dick Smart, from Hawaii, | renns,f Patti Morgan, Aleen & Evans, 
said to be a sugar plantation tycoon Collette & Barry, Angelo Di Palma, 
—or thus connected—also warbles, | C/aire Ray Girls (6). 
But the main thing is the room it- 











self, a sumntuous, Hollywoodian In an effort to bolster supper biz 

















(dinner’s always been big here), 











Tony Conforti has gone out and 

















George - Eddie - 


GEORGE MORRIS 


Starting Second Year at 


THE WHIRLING TOP 
3 East 52nd Street, New York 
The Smart New York Supper Club 


Thanks to Irene and Cora Stephens 


GEORGE MORRIS ORCHESTRA 


grabbed a name band in the Al 
Kavelin crew. .Local outfits have 
been employed here almost exclu- 
sively over last few years, and Con- 
forti’s smart move is paying him 
dividends. Late biz picking up 
briskly and chiefly on word-of- 
mouth for Kavelin, together with! 
his KDKA broadcasts from this spot. | 

Kavelin looks pretty promising in | 
| the sweet-style field. His ‘Cascading | 
Chords’ are catching on rapidly, both 
jj on air and records, and the violin- | 

playing batoner is developing his 


wis ORCHESTRA 


outfit into one of real character. 
Those muted-clarinet effects sound- 
ing like steel guitar are being talked 
about plenty, and Kavelin needs only 
,a couple of more pieces to give him 


Phil - Jack - Tiny 























some additional volume. 


Only has! 





nine men now, so the rhythmic ef- 
fects are a trifle thin. 

Crack show surrounding Kavelin 
‘currently, Usual Nixon quantity has 
i/been reduced on account of addi- 
tional overhead for music, but qual- 
ity’s there, Collette & Barry are 
among the better ballroom terpers, 
!and a sock here with their class rou- 
tines. Graceful pair, they do four 
numbers and for an encore satirize 
the shag in socko fashion. 

Aleen & Evans (two men) have 
a slow-motion control turn that on 
surface of things looks out of place 





in a spot where the customers gen- | 


erally have several under their belt, 
but just opposite is true at Nixon. 
Ringsiders eat up their acrobatic 
‘poetry of motion’ and boys actually 
have a tough time getting away 
fost of it is done on an elevated 
ble and_ tricks include 
w hoppers. 

Claire Ray girls have been here 
‘fore, but they’ve brushed up both 


‘ir routines and costumes, and 


with a lot of eye-appeal in addition, 
have an easy time of it. Angelo Di 
Pa 


alma, operatic tenor, a fixture aft 
Nixon, now in his fourth year, giv- 
ing crowd the old stand-bys and still 
hearing them cry for more Never 
sets off with less than four num-| 
pers 


Kavelin’s also using his two vocal- 
ists, Al Shelleday and Patti Morgan, 
in the revue, gal particularly click- 
ing with her ‘Old Man Mose.’ At- 
tractive songstress puts a lot of stuff | 
into her delivery and has improved 
consiaerably time here 
with Ka, lin at tne Wew Pein last 


December. Cohen. 


since last 
AY 


TOWN HOUSE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 4. 
Playboys (4), Betty Borden. 


There’s a snooty snort to this inn 
on Wilshire boulevard, companion 


in Chi. Night spot is tagged the 
Zebra Room, but with gold stripes, 
and everything in the layout to 
match, including the doorman. 
There’s the air of cafe society about 
the place, with the high perfume of 
orchids and tony conversation of 
upper-crusters, 

Orchestras, mostly four-piecers, 
come and go, but Betty Borden is 
pretty much of a fixture with her 
soft warbling and warm. charm. 
She’s perfect for this type of clien- 
tele and always good for a click 
when she comes on. When not 
melodically disposed she cuts a few 
capers with the Playboys. It’s fun, 
but not funny. 

Some day someone will come forth 
with an explanation why these inti- 
mate crews must be cut-ups. Most 
of them are very ordinary comics 
and wouldn’t rate more than a titter 
on a stage. It’s a tossup which is 
worse, the unfunny fellows or their 
material. Jig tunes of Playboys 
(George Cox, Bob Strum, Nick Nick- 
elson, Sandy Sanders) are okay. 
Hoof-coaxers pour out from two 
guitars, piano and bull (slap) fiddle. 
Arena is small and music is suffi- 
cient to the restrictions, 


Collegiates get the chill here. 
Most of them being under legal 
pouring age, joint can’t crack the 
nut by squirting cokes. Worst 
nights for revenue are when the 
rah-rahs pile in, a Friday night 
ceremonial hereabouts. Class of the 
room, with no minimum or couvert, 
attracts the collegians. As one chap 
put it, ‘last night we had 300 more 
than the night before and the take 
was $200 less.’ Helm. 


some | 


| Freak and clever advertising 


—<—<————=2 
$1 during week nights and added lift 
of 50c. for Saturday nights is at. 
tracting a popular play, though lo. 
cation in class hotel is keeping 
the riff-raff. 

Rogers fronts a personable combo 
utilizing suave style of arrangements 
built for four sax, two trumpets and 
three rhythm. Rogers handles an. 
jnouncements of titles and a legit 
| fiddle throughout, also noodling nice. 
{ly on piano. He should build a fo}. 
|lowing here. 
Band stresses versatile sax section 
| which doubles on flutes and fiddles 
and utilizes a bass clarinet for ef. 
fective intonation. Brass is mostly 
| muted, with swingeroo interpola 


awa y 











tions 
tossed in quite often but skillfully 
| held in check to accommodate intie 
mate room’s acoustics. Rogei ce 
says a transient vocal on occasion. 
Irene Janis, band’s femme warbler 
handles choru arrangements a le. 
quately, getting ne backing up by 
en ble in fairish glee club 4 la 
Looks good and fits into ro 1d- 
ings nicely Murray Dan r- 
ticipate only on’ Tue nights, 


awarding bottles of champagne to 
successful dance contestants selected 


from among customers. Idea is ecatch- 


ing on and may be extended throuch- 
out rest of week. Burm. 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 8. 
Shirley Handler, Ray Stiles Vine 
Lee Ned santrey & Harry Fraz r. 
Laurene NeVell, Peggy Lester, El! 


| Dumplings, Ray Steiber’s orch, 


has 
built th ordinary out-of-the-way 
nitery into a gathering place for vis- 
iting firemen and local stags. Once 
inside, however, the show and the 
nitery don’t have the same wallop 
that the ads have. The man who 
writes the advertising should put on 
the shows. 

Spot advertises ‘bum shows, raw 
liquor, tough steaks, insolent waiters 
and outrageous prices.’ 

Best item in the current lineup 
is Shirley Handler, who exhibits a 
torchy pair of tonsils and a wealth 
of personality. Despite weak musical 
support she scores handily with 
smart arrangements and a splendid 
swing style. 

Moe Lee, Ned Santrey and Harry 
Frazer have been with owner Ted 
Stacey since the days of the old Nut- 
house and they bring to this spot 
their fund of general screwball biz 
and clowning. They often go off the 
deep end into the blue, but in night 
spot of this caliber it passes. 

For the strip appeal there is Lau- 
rene NeVell, who goes in for plenty 
of waltzing around the floor with 
modernistic arm and hand motions 
before she sheds some _ wardrobe, 
Peggy Lester does a little waltz 
routine and then alternates with 
some hoofing. M. c. is Ray Styles. 
He tries everything from gags to 
hoofing and _ sleight-of-hand, but 
wears out his welcome with his 
long introductions. The El Dum- 
plings are a chorus line of four and 
occasionally six girls. They open 
and close. Ray Steiber’s orch. plays 
for both the show and dancing, but 
does neither with any distinction. 
Gold 


MCA CHANGES DO NOT 
AFFECT THEATRE UNIT 


Various changes in the agency 








BELVEDERE, BALTO 


(CHARLES ROOM) 


Baltimore, March 4. 
Eddy Rogers and orch. (9), Irene 
Janis, Arthur Murray Dancers. 


Need for a swank spot locally is 
being supplied by the Belvedere 
hotel with the opening of its former | 
over-sized dining room, as_ the| 
Charles Room. Formal dining is now 
confined to the more intimate and 
smaller John Eager Howard room, | 
located just off the main lobby. Move | 
is a good one all around, and book- | 
ing in of Eddy Roger’s orch also is |} 





setup of the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica last week, following the entry of 
Miles Ingalls as head of stage and 
nitery talent department, did not af- 
fect the theatre booking branch. 

Phil Bloom is head of theatre 
bookings, with Johnny Dugan as as- 
sociate, 


AL ZIMMEY 


Pinch- Hitting 
606 CLUB, CHICAGO 


Batting Average .350 
Thanks to Sammy Clark 














in the right direction. Minimum of | 














LITTLE 


Featured in BOYS 


PINCH-HITTING 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


THIS WEEK 


SAMMY 


TOWN P.A,. Tour 














HOPE 


NASSAU, 





MINOR and ROOT 


HOTEL BRITISH COLONIAL 


HELD OVER TWO MORE WEEKS 


EDDIE 


B. W. I. 
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Broadway Slates Fresh Summer 
Musicals, Topping Depresh Period »: 





For tie first time since the depres- 


Sion’s start, there will be a number | 
of musicals on Broadway this sum- | 
mer. Three are definitely arransed | 


for, 
Previously, 
generally 
but the 


the major revues 
aimed for summer trade, 
decline of. that type of at- 
traction had reached the vanishing 
point. For the past several seasons 
one musical per summer has had the 
field to itself. 

Exvectation of patronage drawn to 


the New York’s World’s Fair figure 
in the increased preduction for the 
coming heated period. Another fac- 
tor is the increased musical produc- 
tion during the ‘current eason 
Gecrge White's ‘Scandals,’ formerly 
one of the major summer musical 
will have a new edition, due late in 
May. During that month Lew 
Brown plans to present ‘Yokel Boy 
Makes Good,’ a title which he has 
been toying with for years and| 
which may be changed. The 
Shuberts skedded ‘Streets of Paris’ 
for the summer and among others 
may be one presented by Louis 
Gensler. | 
In addition, some of the current} 
musicals are expected to span the} 


summer, leading candidate being 
‘Hellzappopin,’ at the Winter Garden, | 
which is figured to run well into next | 
season. ‘Leave It To Me,’ Imperial, | 
is another outstander that’s rated 
sure to be around with ‘Stars In 
Your Eyes, Majestic, and ‘Boys from | 
Syracuse,’ Alvin, about completing 
the summer possibilities 

‘The American Way,’ 
drama at the Center, is drawing so 
strongly that it is counted on as a 
long stayer. Among the straight 
shows, survivors beyond the season | 
also fully expected. ‘Abe Lin- | 
coln in Illinois,’ Plymouth, would 
lead such a group. Other possibili- 
ties will probably be added during | 


spectacle 


the, spring, so that Broadway’s sum- | 
mer show fare should be the strong- 
est in a decade. “Tobacco Road,’ too, 
is one of the holdover possibilities. 

In addition film-vaude and cafe 
shows should provide plenty of! 
diversion for visitors who take in 


Broadway as well the Fair, 





Harris ae Fire 


Damages from Rail 


but that number may be doubled. | 
were | 


| setup of 


| Fortune Gallo 
Oberfelder, 


formed 
slated 


slated to remain with the outfit which 
will have headquarters in New York. 


of the shows to be toured, was con- 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of March 6) 
Angela I: 22’ (Philip Merivale)— 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
ndida’ (Cornelia Otis 
_é ass, Detroit. 
‘Five Kings’ (Orson Welles, Bur- 
gess Meredith)—Colonial, Boston. 
‘] Married an Angel’ (Dennis King, 


Skinner) 





‘Move to Dismiss Agent 





g Vera Zorina)-——-Opera House, Chi- 
Suit Vs. Betty Bruce ¢.:.. 
Importance of ,eing Earnest’ 
In the action against Betty Bruce, (Clifton Webb, Estelle Winwood, 
musical player, instituted by Harry | Hope Williams)--Erlanger, Philadel- 
Goldberg, agent, Phillips & Nizer, | phia. 
law firm representing Miss Bruce ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (No. 2) 
last week moved for dismissal of the | H Chicago 
complaint Goldberg is suing fo ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (No. 3) 
commissions. Playhouse, Wilmington (6-7); Jeffer- 
Motion was made in New York | son, Charlotiesville, Va. (8) Lyric, 
m cipal court on grounds that! Richmond (9-11) 
Goldb ; not licensed as an agen Lunt-Fontanne Repertory—Ryman 
ind that Miss Bruce was legally an! Auditorium, Nashville (6-7); Audi- 
infant at the time the contract was| torium, Memphis (8); Highschool, 
made, hence not liable. Court still! Little Rock (9); Convention Hall, 
had motion under’ consideration; Tulsa (10-11). 
yesterday (Tuesday). ‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 
— au te I< - irn)—National, Washington. 
us2n and God’ (Jessie Royce 
Th andis) -Erlanger, Buffalo (6-8); 
ALLO BUYING: Shea's Bradford, Pa. (9); She 
N. Y. (10); Shea’s, Erie, 
Pa, “UD. 
‘Tobacee Road’—Playhouse, Siates- 
INTO R OAD ville, N. C. (6-7): Highschool, 
eensboro, N. C. (8-9); Municipal 
pe litorium, Raleigh, N. C. (10-11). 
GROUP | ‘West of Broa@way’ (Ruth Chat- 
terton)—Wilbur, Boston. 
‘What a Life’—Erlanger, Chicago. 


‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel 
Bilimore, Los Angeles. 

‘Women’—Ford’s, Baltimore. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’— 


Barrymore )— 


A realignment of the managerial 
the Legitimate Theatre 


Corp., which will tour four attrac-| Werba’s, Brooklyn. 
tions in one-nighters from coast to = 


coast next season, is in process, with 
understood to have 


0 ha Pitt OK’s Noa-ATS Plays 
associate of Arthur M. 


Denver showman, — At Subscription Priecas 


the organization. Gallo 
to be executive director, is | 
arranging to buy out two Chicago 
advertising men who backed the en- 
terprise, one of whom, however, is 


become the 


Pit! eae ‘*h, March 7. 

Although they're not playing the 
Nixon under American Theatre So- 
ciety auspices, ‘Angela Is 22,’ cur- 
rent, and Cornelia Otis Skinner's | 
‘Candida,’ which comes in next week, 
are being offered to regular pew- 
holders at subscription prices. Both 


Understood that ‘Golden Boy,’ one 


tracted for at an excessive royalty - 


with the Group Theatre. 


| tatives 
| flock of dates, especially in the west. 


: shows are sclling at $2.75 top at win- 
Reported, 


dow, but subscribers can get them 
however, that the latter has agreed ' ot $2.20, same as they pay for Amer- 
to a new deal, in light of the change ican Theatre Society - sponsored 
in the management. plays. 


Reported that the road represen- | 
have already contracted a 


Savings on lower-priced tickets are 
scaled down accordingly. Only stip- 
ulation is that subscribers must turn 


Proposition calls for each spot}in their orders the day before win- 
| booked to guarantee $5,000 fur the | dow sale opens. 

shows during the season, permitting! ATS still has two shows to de- 
|}a profit for each stand. Figured that liver in the six-play series. ‘Five 


Co. for ‘Can’t? Unit 


Efforts will be made by the Sam | 
H. Harris office to collect damages | 
from the Texas & Pacific Railroad | 
for fire losses sustained last fall by the 
touring company of ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ in Dalla... Indicated, 
however, that if and when a seitle- 
ment is made, there will be a down- 
ward revision of player claims. 
Show had closed its tour and com- 
pany’s 30-odd trunks were loaded 
in a baggage car which caught fire 
sometime after the car was sealed 
and reacy to roll. 

Railway sought to disclaim 
sponsibility on technical 
pertaining to the 
and so the claims v.2re turned over 
to Equity. Laiter then requested 
the mancover to seek an adjustment, 
and last week the conferred 
with Morris Jacobs, of the Harris 





re- 
grounds 


cas 


office, who will seek payment from | 
Railway people are said | 


the line. 
to have placed the blame for the 
biaze on errelessness of ‘um actor. 
It wes presumed thot one trunk 
cortained smoldering clothing when 
loeded. 

Equity contracts stivulate that the 
Menager is resncnsib’e for such 
losses under cerizin circumstances, 
but limits the amount of claims to 
wardrobe and accessories used in 
performances. ‘Can’i’ people filed 
claims varying from $300 to more 
than $900 each. The list >of articles 
lost, however, includes extraneous 
apparel. One actor allectes his trunk 
cecntained four bathrobes, claims for 
which are hardly expected to be 
allowed. 


OLD OPRY HOUSE BURNS 
Sac City, Ia., March 7. 


The old Sac City overa house, 
bu''t in 1883, was destroyed by fire 
last week. Many famous players 


and opera companies played the old C©-2° 


ther! 
Sac City has less than 3,000 popu- 


la.ion but theatre goers came from play 
‘miles around to a‘tend the shows. 


NIXON, PITT, MAY JOIN ltt mle: seria 


» type of tickets used | 


each show will show a gross of | Kings’ March 27 will be first of them, 
| around $7,500 weekly. | with Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Philadel- 
Those recently engaged to con-'phia Story’ likely as the other al- 
tract the show on the road are Ben/| though no date has been set yet for 
| Atwell, Charles Emerson Cook, | latter. 
| Helen Hoerle, Jack McNevin, Thoda 
| Crocroft and William McCurdy, lat- 
ter pair operating on the Coast. 


Huston Musical Out 











| be issued once a month, 
William Dunlap, John Howard 


we 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





Series of 100 old plays by representative U. S. authors ef bygone days iy 


to be published by 
‘America’s Lost Plays.’ 


the Princeton University Press, 
Will be in 20 volumes and priced at $75 a set.. 


under the title of 


First 


volume is to be published about Jan. 1, 1940, and subsequent volumes wil] 


if possible. 
Royall Tyler, 


Among tbe authors represented are 


ayne, Robert Mortgomery 


Bird, Richard Penn Smith, George Henry Boker, Dion Boucicault, Augustin 
| Daly, Steele MacKaye, Bronson Howard, Bartley Campbell, Henry C. De- 
Mille. James A. Herne, David Belasco, Charles Hoyt, Lester Wallack, Frank 
Murdock, Julia Ward Howe, George Hazleton, and others. 

All of the plays were either believed lost or were practically inaccessible 


to the public. Barrett H. Clark, 


executive director of the Dramatists Play 


' Service, heads the general editorial board. 


There is a three-way managerial combo for ‘The Family Portrait,’ which 
ovens at the Morosco, N.Y., tonight (8), Cheryl Crawford, Day Tuttle and 
Richard Skinner, latter two being mostly concerned in summer stock here- 
tofore Venture, however, is technically owned by the Fanport Corp. 
A number of persons were approached to take pieces of the production 
and among those said to have invested is Dorothy Francis, former prima 


donna in Broadway musical shows. 


Miss Francis, who hails from Boston, was prima with the Chicago Opera 


Co. at the age of 20. 
revival of ‘The Merry 
second femme part. When the 
elevated and sang the ‘Widow.’ 
straight show, ‘No More 


Widow’ 


Bachelors,’ 


Dispute between Courtney Burr 
‘Heavenly Express,’ has been 
not been renewed, 
managers. Bein is on the 
Disagreement between 
of Robert Steiner 
factory to him, 
torial choice. 
reaching a hearing, 


Coast 
the author 


while Burr 


Sens 
burn, 
Broadway 


ational business of ‘The 


play of early spring. 


week, if 
Ticket top for ‘Story’ 
regular 10% admissions 


is $3.42. 
levy. 


to stage the show. 


She appeared for 
at the 
show 

About five years ago she appeared in a 
tried out at East Hampton, L. IL. 


claimed that the author 
Dispute was slated for arbitration, 


Philadelphia 
in Philly’s old Chestnut Street, 
In comparative grosses 
tops the business drawn in the same house by ‘Good News’ 


Henry 
former Knickerbocker, 
went to the road, 


W. Savage in his 1921 
N.Y., in the 
Miss Francis was 


and Albert Bein over 
wound 
so the script is ag: 


the latter’s play, 
up. Burr’s option has expired and 
iin being circulated among Broadway 


and producer arose over 
Bein declared Steiner 


the signing 
was unsatis- 
had okayed the direc- 
but was dropped without 


Story,’ with Katharine Hep- 
rates it the most successful incoming 
‘Story’ equals or 


some years ago, 
but it’s claimed that Eva Le Gallienne drew $29,000 there in nine times 
| with ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ The Hepburn comedy topped that mark last 


an extra bene fit matinee takings were added to the gross. 
There’s a 4° 
Dollar 


city tax in addition to the 
tickets are actually priced at $1.14. 


Miss Hepburn has amazed others in the company by ability to spot can- 


did camera enthusiasts in the audience. 


She spied three during the three- 


day stand in New Haven and a flock more during the two weeks in Phila- 
de!lphia. In each case ushers are sent to take away the cameras until after 
the performance. 


In recognition of her 10 years of service as a press agents’ guide, Ger- 


trude Bromberg, of the Chicago Shubert office, 


last week was feted at the 


Pump Room of the Ambassador hotel there and given a bracelet contain- 


ing individual charms 
burn, Tom Weatherly, 
Theron Bamberger. 

to the trinket. 


and 
Barclay 
As other 


inscriptions 
McCarty, 
advance 
Joe Flynn was the insti; 


from Joe Flynn, 
Fred Jordan, Elmer 
men visit the burg, 
zator of the plot. 


Wash- 
Kenyon and 
they will add 


Charlie 


William Fields, general press 
Francis Robinson, 
returned to sit in for Fields for 
assistant, has gone in advance of 
Forwood, who was also p.a. for 


Mark Smith, 


agent for 
out in advance of ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 


who plays Tienhoven in ‘Knickerbocker 


the Playwrights Co., 
which will star 


has gone 
Katharine Cornell. 


who has been agenting Cornelia Otis Skinner’s ‘Candida’ 
several 
‘Knickerbocker 
‘Candida,’ 


his 
Harry 


weeks. Phil Stevenson, 
Holiday,’ with 
continuing as such. 


Holiday’ at the 


46th Street, N. Y., will leave the cast when the show goes on the road. 


Actor, 
tion of Radio Artists, 


who is president of the New York local of the American Federa- 
has a regular 


spot on the ‘Pebbles Takes Charge’ 


| program over WJZ daily and does other freelancing. 


from the Barrymore, New York, 

$1 TOP STOCK CIRCUIT where the musical folds Satur- 
42 day (11) after a stay of 21 weeks.) 

a Musical started at a pace of $19,000 

Pittsburgh, March 7. | and later went to $22,000 or better. 


Recent 
Show claimed to 
operating profit 


: ° | 
The Nixon, town’s only legit spot, 

;may become one of the stands this | 

summer in a $l-top revolving stock 


earned 
throughout 


have 
nearly 


circuit. Management is now trying | the engagement. 
to work out deals with music‘ans | ——— 





‘and stagehands unions, awaiting Sut- 
come of negotiations before making 
any definite announcement. 

It would be first summer venture 
for the Nixon since 1928 when Ann 
Harding and Harry Bannister, then 
her husband, operated a repertory 
company here. Nixon got all hyped 
un about the idea following ‘Tobacco 


KNICKERBOCKER HOLIDAY 

Critical on'nicn was sharply 
divited on th's Maxwell Ander- 
son-Kurt Weill musical. Lock- 
ridee (Sun) eailed it ‘something 
no theatrezoer should dream of 
missing.’ Brown (Post) wrote, 
‘It comes te no more than a good 





Road’s’ recent $17,350 gross here at| ‘9% S2me wrons.’ Winchell 
$1 scale on its fifth visit. (Mirror) said, ‘It copressed this 

Pittsburgh would be one town in| yar gael Variety (fhec) ae 
an eisht-city venture, playing old | a‘eted, it will do meerately 
hits with guest star names. Seoson weil. 


slated to get under way middle of 
May. 








Ano.her musical attraction § ter- 
minates on Broadway this week, the 
D’Oyly Carte overa troupe exiting 
from the Martin Beck after nine and 
one-half weeks of generally excel- 


New Showcase 


aver’ <2? was around $17,000. | 
an | 


Erin O’Brien Moore, 


who was severely 


injured when her dress caught 


fire in a New York restaurant, and who has been in Doctors’ hospital for 


more than six weeks, 


is now permitted to sit up several hours daily. 


Actress suffered third degree burns on the legs and left arm, but her face 
has pean healed. She'll be in the — for some time. 


REP Next Play 


To Be Romantic Comedy 


Robert E. Sherwood’s next play 
will probably be a romantic comedy 
somewhat along the 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ 
mocracy as a counter theme. 


Despite numerous urgings, Sher- 
wood has no intention of writing a 
followup to ‘Abe.’ However, the 
dramatist has expressed interest in 


lines of 


ithe idea of a play based on the later 


lent biz. 
Cateway theatre, tryout venture ne 82 Tae 
for low-cost professional production | ¢ 99 . 
of new plays, will be ssened March | Road $ N. C. Hearing 
14 in Cincinnati under the direction Charlotte, N. C.. March 7. 
| of Stephen Fox, former legit and Judge Luther Hamilton has va- 
film actor. First production will be | cated a temporary order enjoining | 
‘Sint Before Breakfast,’ by Peter | the city of Raleigh from interfer'ng 
Levins and Warren Murray. It will with the showing of tie play ‘To- | 
ploy three nights. bacco Rocd,’ and set a hearing on 
Theatre, which is sponsored by the the case before vudge W. C. Harris 
innoti Conservatory of Music, is ‘n Naleich Friday (10). 
expecied to produce only scrints The new order requires city offi- 
submitted by recognized New York cialis to aupecr belore Judge Harris 
agents or recommended by to show cause why they should not 
Sroadway managers d2 restrained. 


career of Robert E. Lee. A Broad- 
way actor is reported to have col- 

cied considerable data for Sher- 
wood about the Confederate general 
who, after the surrender at Ap- 
pomattox, devoted the balance of his 
life to working for the reunion of the 
north and south. 


Engagements 


Ella Logan, ‘George White’: 
dels.’ 

Stanley Ridges, ‘No Time for Com- 
edy.’ 

Lloyd Gough, Philip Reed, 
Dear Children.’ 

Bernard Hughes, 
Laura Bowman, 
Christine Arden, 
‘Please, Mrs. 





Scan- 


‘My 


Dorothy Emery, 
Gwen Emerson, 
Odette Le Roy. 
Garibaldi.’ 


William Hansen, Tanaquil Le 
C'ercq, Ann Wiseman, Philip Loeb, 
Sidney Lumet, Ar. Smith, Harry 


Bratsburg, Claire Niesen, Wendel 
Phillips, James O’Rear, Loren Gage 
‘My Heart’s in the Highlands.’ 


| 


his | 
but with de- | 22,’ 


 Sieclair Lied Will Quit 
As “Angeia’ Commentator 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Sinclair Lewis will quit ‘Angela Is 

play he co-authored with Fay 
| Wray, at close of Nixon engagement 
here Saturday night (11). For last 
few weeks, he’s been billed as ‘com- 
mentator,’ appearing at end of show 
| for short curtain speech. 

Originally, Lewis had the lead in 
‘Angela’ but was replaced recently 
by Philip Merivale, who's still in the 
role. Play goes from here to Chi- 
cago and may head for New York. 


Future Plays 


‘To the End of Time,’ new play by 
Myron C. Fagan, is a recent acquisi- 
tion of Ted Hammerstein, who's 
angling for George Bancroft to play 
an important role. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ an adapta- 
tion from Ladislaus Bus-Kekete’s 
comedy drama, by Ben Hecht and 
| Charles MacArthur, has been desig- 
nated as Helen Hayes’ next. Gilbert 
| Miller will produce and a July try- 
| out in San Francisco is planned prior 
to its Broadway unveiling next sea- 
son, 

‘Hail to the Chief!,’ provisional tas 
for a comedy by Frank Norris, of 
Time mag’s editorial staff, and Finis 








| Farr, radio and magazine scribe, has 
|been bought by George Jessel, wh” 
, | plans production late next month ! 
/association with Albert Lewis. 
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—— Aeme Vs. Equity-League 


Hearings on allegations of the Acme Ticket Agency, New York, which 
charges the League of New York Theatres and Equity with restraint of 
trade and conspiracy in operation of the ticket code, started before Referee 
Morris Cooper, Jr., in N. Y. Monday (6). William McBride, of McBride's 
Agency; Joey Keith, treasurer of Leblang’s, and Harry Kaufman of Tyson 
& Co., were called as experts. Latter is expected to appear later in the 
week since business has kept him out of town. 

Asked how many tickets were sold by agencies for prices higher than 
the code maximum, Keith estimated 5%, but declared brokers do not dis- 
pose of tickets but really furnish service to patrons who do not choose to 
stand in boxoffice lines or to those who insist on choice of locations and 
are willing to pay for the convenience. McBride estimated the amount of 
tickets sold at excess prices varies from 242% to 10%, 
ditions. 

Both are on the league’s accredited list and both supported the Acme 
contention that they had no alternative but to sign the code. It was a 
matter of ‘sign or else,’ intimating that unless they complied their supply of 
tickets would be shut off. Also stated that if non-signers secured tickets 





from managers who did not belong to the league, Equity would call out | 


the actors. McBride admitted on cross-examination that he contributed to 
the cost of the litigation but as an individual. 

Walter Friedman of the Acme office testified that although the agency 
did not sign the code it was getting tickets with the aid of ‘diggers,’ de- 
scribed as people who live by their wits. He was unable to say how the 
‘diggers’ worked. Friedman said his agency had secured as high as $25 
for two tickets valued at $8.80, nor, he said, is it unusual to sell $4.40 tickets 
for $8.80 or $9.90 to ‘discriminating members of the aristocracy.’ Among 
that class are members of the Racquet and Tennis club, he said. On advice 
of his attorney, Murray C. Stett, he mentioned no other clubs as ‘that would 
be revealing trade secrets.’ 


according to con- 





| 


AAP TEMPORARY 


FOLD FOR FILMING 


Question ‘Patriotic Gesture’ 
of Playwrights Co., Whose 


Purpose Would Be to ‘Dis- | 


seminate Lincoln’s Mes- 
sage’—Equity to Act 


ASSN. SEEKS NEW RULE 


An unforeseen reaction has arisen 
to the move of the Playwrights Pro- 
ducing Co., which proposes to inter- 
| rupt Broadway’s front-running 
| drama, ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ at 
;}the Plymouth, for the summer, in 
| order that the play might be filmed. 
The players oppose the idea and ap- 
| pear to question the altruism of the 
authors’ group, whose purpose in 
| fiiming the play is ostensibly a pa- 
triotic gesture, a move to dissemi- 


Acme contentions appear to have a slight edge the first day of th@/| nate Lincoln’s message throughout 
proceedings, although previously the strength of its case was questioned. | the country. 
Brokers felt that the code is not making theatre going easier because | 


of restrictions. 


ters.’ 
have closed in two weeks. 
a beating, yet kept actors at work.’ 
nor Milton Weinberger, attorneys for 


Tuesday (7) Willie Deutsch of the independent agencies denied being 
He said the public saved money under the code and the 


forced to sign. 


Testimony was introduced to show that last season’s ‘buys’ 
supported several shows, notably ‘Between the Devil’ and ‘All That Glit- | council 


| 


Equity and the league. 
} : 





i 
| 


average premium previously was $1.25 per ticket. 








Strict Enforcement 


of Ticket Code 


Questioned by Leaders of Equity: 


League Supports Effectiveness 


Broadway's ticket code was under 
discussion Friday (3) when show- 
men of the League of New York 
Theatres were questioned by a score 
of Equity Council members. Equity- 
ites said they do not believe the 
League has been enforcing the regu- 
lations militantly. 


Equity’s interest in the code is 
based on the theory that ticket regu- 
lation, by supposedly curtailing gyp- 
ping, tends to make _ theatre-going 
easier, therefore making better at- 
tendance possible and consequently 
longer engagements for players. 
It’s indicated that the code was 80% 
effective up to and including De- 
cember, but that it has been stead- 
ily losing effectiveness. League 
leaders deny this and declare the 
code is functioning much better than 
some doubters believe. 


One of the latter regards ticket 
control as ‘a noble experiment’ and 
compares the code to prohibition in 
that it is virtually impossible to ef- 
fect uniform compliance. An Equity- 
ite did some snooping on his own 
and turned up a violation, placing 
the ‘evidence’ before the League. 
Council bunch wanted to know why 
there had been no action which 
would call for discipline and a pos- 
sible fine. Answer was that because 
of the Acme Agency case in New 
York, it was deemed advisable to 
await the outcome of that proceed- 
ing, which started Monday (6). Mor- 
Tis Cooper, Jr., as referee, is hear- 
ing evidence at the Bar Association 
building on West 44th street. 


‘Kickback Strike’ 

It was reported, too, that the ac- 
credited agencies have started a 
kickback strike’ in not paying the 
League the 3%c levy per ticket. 
Brokers ‘explain’ they are not re- 
fusing to pay but are a little back- 
ward in kicking in for one reason 
or another, principally the lack of 
ready cash. Understood, however, 
that the agency people are waiting 
for the Acme matter to be decided 
On, and in the event its contentions 
of restraint of trade and conspiracy 
are upheld, the code would pass out. 


| Coburn Sets Leontovich 


‘to star in ‘Charlotte Corday,’ a new 





Friday’s meeting, with James F. | 
Reilly, League executive secretary, | 


(Continued on page 58) 


| 





Hollywood, March 7. 
Charles Coburn, currently here in 
pictures, signed Eugenie Leontovich 


play to be produced at the Mohawk 
Drama Festival, Union College, 
Schenectady, N. Y., this summer. 
Drama is authored by Helen 
Jerome, who dramatized ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ and ‘Jane Eyre.’ 


League Won't Act On 
FTP ‘Swing Mikado’ 





Vs. Comm’! ‘Mikado’ 


Understood that the matter was 
forcefully placed before Equity’s 
for preventive action, at 


Claimed that if the agencies had not bought for ‘Devil,’ it would least so far as the future is con- 
It stayed 12 during which the brokers ‘took | cerned. 
That was not disputed by Paul Turner, | 


Contention is that despite 
the purpose of the Playwrights’ plan, 
the actor will be made to suffer di- 


minished employment. That will 
apply to stagehands and other the- 
atre employes. Their respective 


unions may join Equity in protest- 
ing. 

Contrary to the claim of the Play- 
wrights that by curtailing the play- 
ing possibilities of the stage drama 
they will sacrifice money to be 


gained thereby, players point to the 
reputed film rights coin of $275,000 


in support of their theory that the 
author-manager group isn’t agreeing 


|to an early film release date without | 


recompense. 
Equity Backs Players 

Equity claims that its people are 
entitled to the full fruit of their ef- 
forts. After waiting for years to 
appear in a success it’s felt that they 
should be engaged for the life of 
the play, estimated as good for at 
least a year’s run on Broadway, and 
tren for at least an equal period on 
tour, besides presentation in other 


countries, particularly England, 
where Lincoln’s memory is revered. 
Fact that the lead, Raymond 


Massey, and some of the original cast 
will be engaged in making the film, 
does not alter the objections. Equity 
proposes to adopt a new rule for the 
purpose of preventing closing a stage 
show for picturization purposes. How 
it would be made effective is not 
determined but with the close co- 
operation between the association 
and the Screen Actors’ Guild, 
is not expected to be a big problem. 
Other Interruptions 
No criticism is made against clos- 


|ing hits for vacation perieds and then 


Responses to queries sent mem- | 
bers of the League of New York | 
Theatres indicate that managers are | 
still opposed to the government en- 
tering into competition with com- 
mercial shows. However, they ques- 
tion formal protest at this time. 

The matter was brought up overt 
the WPA bringing its colored ‘Swing 
Mikado’ from Chicago to Broadway 
(New Yorker) after Michael Todd 
arranged to present a_ similar 
presentation, due at the Broadhurst 
March 20. 

Action on the part of the League 
is doubtful because Todd, who 
aimed to join, withdrew his applica- 
tion. Theatrical Managers, Agents 
and Treasurers union, however, op- 
posed the Federal show, which 
opened last Wednesday (1). A pro- 
test was sent the President, com- 
plaining of the ‘uncompromising at- 
titude towards the commercial ven- 
ture.’ 


Prof. Mary Morris 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 
Mary Morris, legit player, has 
been named to the faculty of the 
Carnegie Tech drama school here. 
She gets the spot vacated several 
months ago by the death of Ches- 
ter Wallace, who was on the Tech 








staff for almost 20 years. 


resuming. Formerly such procedure 
was believed to be detrimental to 
the length of engagements, but that 
has been proven fallacious by the 
irterrupted runs of ‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ and, more recently, 
‘Victoria Regina’ and ‘Idiot’s De- 
(Continued on page 58) 


HARRY KAUFMAN SEEKS 
MEX REVUE FOR FAIR 


Harry Kaufman, Broadway agency 


man who’s also associated with Lee | 


Shubert musical shows, planed to 
Mexico Monday (6) to sign a native 
revue for the New York World’s 
Fair. There are 150 people in the 
musical. 

Show is said to be subsidized by 
the Mexican Government. 





‘2-a-Day’ for Frisco 
Los Angeles. March 7. 

‘Two-a-Day, "Federal Theatre Proj- 
ect’s biggest local moneymaker, 
winds up here April 1 and moves to 
San Francisco a week later. 

Folding date at the Hollywood 
Playhouse will complete the vaude 
cavalcade’s 22d week. 


IT ‘ABE’ CLOSING 


vv 





Mixed Interpretation of Contract 
With Mgrs. Prompts TMAT to Seek 
— Changes on Road Co. Heads, P.A.s 


+ 
| 
| 





Coincidence 


Illness of Wendell Phillips last 


Theatrical Managers, Agents amd 
| Treasurers union has served notice 
| on the League of New York “heatres 
| that certain changes would be sought 


| 


— een ie his under- es the basic agreement with the man- 
stuay, Davi larke, going on agers. Indicated that such changes 


in the part of William Herndon principally would concern road c.m- 


fg = ol he Ra a Po pany managers and advance men. 
ym » NeW XOPK. Y |The present pact appears i 

“oor : ‘ é é é in need o 
coincidence, Clarke’s parents . os : 


| ironing out. 
| When the agreement was sealed it 
| was believed to be for a one-year 
| period, with either side having the 
| right to give 60 days’ notice. Under- 
| stood now that such notice will only 
| apply tu possible changes and that 
the basic working arrangement, or 
similar to it, will extend in- 
definitely. 

Union reports that it has around 
900 paid-up members and that 80% 


were in N.Y. that night to see 
the show, having purchased 
their tickets eight weeks in ad- 
vance, but they didn’t know of 
the change until their son came 
on stage. 

Raymond Massey, star of the 
show, held Clarke on stage with 
him for one curtain call after | 
the performance. 








that | 





| 


CUTS TOP FOR 
2 SHOWS 





Accompanying the revival of 
‘Awake and Sing,’ which will alter- 
nate with ‘Rocket to the Moon’ at 
the Windsor, New York, the Group 
Theatre has dropped the ticket top 
from $3.30 to $2.20. It is the first re- 
action since recent indications that a 
downward revision of admission 
prices would be considered by 
showmen. 

Group’s action individual and 
not regarded as starting a trend, the 
issue not having been formally 
placed before the managerial League 
of New York Theatres. During the 
spring the latter may seek confer- 
ences with stage unions with the 
idea of discerning the possibility of 
lowering operating expense. Be- 
lieved that such data would be 
necessary before a concerted re- 
establishment of ‘the $2 theatre’ 
could eventuate. Equity will be a 
vital factor in this move, particularly 
in light of a proposal to raise the 
minimum salary from $40 to $75 
weekly. 

Reduction for the 
shows is hardly what it seems, as 
| the organization has used many the- 
| atre parties to promote attendance 
| and such group ticket sales were sold 
| at reduced prices. Cut-rates have 
|also been used. No mention has 
been made of cutting the scale for 
the Group’s ‘Gentle People,’ which 
continues at $3.30 top at the Belasco. 


1s 








SHUBERTS SIGN SABLON 
FOR ‘STREETS OF PARIS’ 


Jean Sablon has been signed by 
|the Shuberts for their ‘Streets of 
Paris,’ musical mentioned for pres- 
entation during the 
World’s Fair. Deal was set by the 
; William Morris office. 
| French singer-actor returned to 
‘his homeland last week for a vaca- 
tion, but is expected back in a cou- 
|ple of weeks to start rehearsals. 
‘Passing Show,’ a new edition of 
the revue series of some seasons ago, 
‘is also planned by the Shuberts for 
| Broadway during the Fair. It 
aimed to follow ‘Streets.’ Harry 








is 


tions. 


Irene: Ma to Laat 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
Irene Rich is returning to the stage 
in a new comedy by Jacques Deval 
Piece, still untitled, is in rehearsal 
\for an opening in San Diego early 
‘next month, with Luther Greene 
producing. 





GROUP THEATRE 


two Group | 


New York| 


Kaufman will handle both produc- | 


are working. As yet no deal has 
keen made with the N. Y. World’s 
Fair people but the union claims jur- 
isdiction over all types of ticket- 
| sellers there. The San Francisco Fair 
lis using about 45 TMAT people resi- 
dent in that city and from Los An- 
geles and Seattle. There were around 
200 positions available but the union 
did have the requisite number of 
|; unemployed members on the Coast. 
‘ Organizing Coneert Field 

TMAT is organizing the concert 
field in which it’s claimed the front 
of the house people are underpaid. 
Number of auditoriums have not 
signed with the union but when con- 
cert attractions are booked into legit 
houses, TMAT insists on their man- 
agers abiding by the TMAT scale. 
Otherwise the ticket-sellers are or- 
dered out. 

Organization of the picture houses 
|in N. Y. pends. Low salaries in that 
field are slated to be boosted, too. 
There are to be different classifica- 
tions of film theatres, however, with 
different pay scales applying. If the 
managers and assistants of one of the 
major chains are drawn into mem- 
bership, it is figured that the others 
will follow. Negotiations for rec- 
ognition by the ball parks will again 
be started. Announced that the Cin- 
cinnati club has signed and ticket- 
sellers’ pay will be increased from $5 
to $7 per day, which is considerable 
better than the scale at the New 
York ball parks. 

Out-of-Town Houses ‘Unfair’ 

A monthly bulletin is now being 

issued by TMAT. Current edition 
(Continued on page 60) 





Denny Mulls Pay Clam 
Vs. Lewis on Oral Pact 





Reginald Denny has_ contacted 
Equity, seeking information as to his 


right to file a salary claim against 
| Albert Lewis, who sought his serv- 
ices for ‘West of Broadway.’ Latter 
| brings Ruth Chatterton back to the 
| stage. 

| From Hollywood Denny declares 
|he has correspondence and _tele- 
'grams from the showman concern- 
ing the engagement, and although 
salary was agreed on no enntract 
'was signed. Because of that Equity 
appears dubious that Denny could 
collect but the matter may go into 
| arbitration. 

| It appears that during the nego- 
|tiations Miss Chatterton advised 
|Lewis she preferred a _ supporting 
|player better known on Broadway 
|than Denny. Walter Abel was con- 
sequently engaged as chief support, 
,along with James Bell. 

‘Broadway’ opened in Boston Mon- 
i'day (6) and is due at the Martin 
| Beck, N.Y., the week of March 20. 


Gaxton Back After Illness 


| 

William Gaxton was unable to ap- 
| pear in ‘Leave It To Me,’ Imperial, 
| New York, at Friday (3) and Satur- 
day (4) performances, due to laryn- 
| gitis. He was replaced by Chet Bree 
but rejoined the cast Monday (6). 


Bree has been understudying Gax- =" 


ton for several seasons. 
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LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 8, 193 
































= sai sod 
° | plays and agreeing long in advance 
oncert nstrumen ito release dates that subsequently a S 0 owl 
, | proved to be too early. ‘You Can't 
| Take It With You’ and ‘Three Men | 
On a Horse’ were examples. On the -_—_-——— 
other hand, there have been three 
M ° ° ; 7 : ert Anderson, Bogart Thompson 
All ust Have A.F.M. Cards Despite Guild Mem- instances this season of touring oe WEST OF BROADWAY. Philip Pool, Alexander Hawlen ans 
b hi E B ae bee tee oe i Boston, March 6. Cates, Walter Herrick and Linscott 
ersnip, xec Board Rules when the stars declined to continue.; |. un. acts (six scenes) by | TYler. Shevelove’s direction main. 
: As for the implication that Sher-| Marguerite Roberts; presented by Albert | tains a speedy pace and the entire 
» wood or the playwrights’ Co. some- | bb eth ant ae eee I co mae | production has a professional touch, 
ha ; alter Abel; rec tec i see; sete 
American Federation of Musicians Ticket Code /how stand to profit by the early re-| tings, Na: Karson; vat” tho Wilbur, Bos: | Done 
has turned down the plea of the ‘lease of the film version of ‘Abe,’| ton, March 6, ‘89; $2.75 top. SRL 
American Guild of Musical Artists ' that is flatly contradicted. Author's | Fesokere YOIRee ss sos yess ON ee Abel THE NUREMBERG E 
that concert instrumentalists belong- : = | share of the approximately $275,000 | Anatole Seward..........0.005: James Bell | GG 
ing to the latter organization be (Continued from page 57) purchase price will come to about Gypsy POM +s « tenes ‘a Roselle | Drama by Walter Harlan, translated from 
¢ 4 * a8 eared 35 ? 2 he ‘oducing com-| ; irtin Langha . oe am fy , ne the original by Winifred Katzin: presente, 
made exempt from having to jcin $165,000, while the proc 5 | Ralph Law. sess oones Will Goer | oo sno Eladearow Phantre. ateoat tes 
the AFM. Latter’s executive board presiding, resulted in the adoption of; pany will get the other $110,000. | Mary Law raten wand Jeanne Dante | ~All pry th re ate: mag 1 Y Rose 
4 avi. . 4 rs a as . S mie . “ P P ary 11Se 4 . ’ = . ‘SJ ASTO lL an 
is reported to have taken the position 7 proposal wid eormen ee Se _—— — oe * i aie ru % Fowler ; ‘ Bert Gardner | _ hael Stuart; co rg ay ey yhanie Kle n, 
: ‘ ~ P or . aeers-actors Sl S »te is St jen that Sher- Arar ‘NHiot aes : ....Alfred K ppeler | rriminta Gulley; at the reProw Media, 
that to grant AGMA’s request would auity) Po ee e pagent a vcore Hage ra 7 , 10 , ; aes from | Chet a, <u cea pean a nd Glover Pa., March 2, '39. _ 
_ ; SITY _ vi y e 1er sur- rooas Siraigat Oyé s eee bana ele ee Monk | ~ 
be a case of one union surrendering vey the ticket situation. At one time|the play would more than earn] Hiv; ane John Monk c.. | | 
its established jurisdiction to an- nena ae sno hick ‘as fol- | back the amount of the picture sale coe Mintel **‘Eve Dickson Hedgerow’s 132d production in its 
other. wae 9 : 1€ yee whic - was »l- rear the amount ¢ ; € ‘ie 5 eee Boos ge es braja Drvden | ambitious repertory schedule not 
’ we »9y a luncheon where more} And in any case, it Is pote , wig James .Art Ross ew, having first bee ‘esente 
Under the I d’s ruling ° y¢ * | Dwight Jam |new, having first been presented in 
eh yg edge ve giles. Brom discussion arose, Lee Shubert de-|the matter of release date was not 


concert stars who play instruments 
will have to hold a card in a federa- 
tion local regardless of membership 
in AGMA. Same applies to such 
name artists’ accompanists, with the | 


clared himself. It had been charged 
that two shows in houses he oper- 
ates did not retain the right percent- 
age of tickets for direct sale at the 





} b ; “ boxoffices. He said he was trying 
atter arred from appearing with | to operate under the code regula- | 
their principals unless they likewise ltions and. if that was not satisfac- | 


have an AFM card. as far 


tory, the code would be out 
'as he is concerned, 

Suggest London System 
| Among the is the use 
of the London library system. Show- 
|men were skeptical of that plan, 
i however. English plan calls for the 
|use of requisitions, patrons exchang- 
ing slips at the boxoffices. Variation 


Stirs Symph 
y y lof the system has been in use on 
Broadway for some time and applies 
‘to tickets for the few shows in high | 
en 0 (0 es demand, 





proposals v. 


Those who also addressed the 
meeting included Milton Weinber- 
|} ger, League’s counsel; Brock Pember- 


Philadelphia, March 7. | ton, who was largely credited with | 

. ~ i 

Members of the Philadelphia Or-|@rawing up the code; Max Gordon, | 
chestra last Sam Grisman and Paul Turner, of | 
' 


week announced they 


would urge the national office of the waety's legal staff. Most : of the 
. ot celia Catena “eine ad. a 
American Federation of Musicians | be@sue’s board are in Florida, and 


to forbid any of its members to play |several were represented by their | 
t bi . s member: A peters ly lt. 
in a hall that barred Negro musi- | Sonera: managers. 


: ther tters whi ity = 
cians as a retaliatory move against | _ Other matters which Equity be 
the D.A.R.’s ban of Marian Anderson | lieves would be helpful to theatre- 


| ani ’ ; . : j 

: : PE , - | going were du > cons ration, b 
in the org’s Constitution Hall in,;? © hd dv ¥ for he ideration ter | 
Washington (the meeting was confined to ticket | 
aos S & . | 


talk almost exclusively. Support of 
Gem “A ; .- ithe so-called Spellman bill, to be| 
Tomei, who plays a French Horn in ipassed on by the New York City | 
the symph outfit, and is a former | Gouncil was endorsed. The meas- 
president of Local 77. Tomei said} ire aims to make it & thiddeainne 
the orchestra played at Constitution | fo, anyone to sell tickets to any 
Hall last Tuesday night on a ‘Jim | place of admission for more than 75¢ 
Crow’ contract which specifically | over the established or boxoffice | 
provided for only white artists. - | price. Difference of opinion over the | 

The orchestra passed a resolution | jegality of such an ordinance was 
condemning the D.A.R. during a re- 
hearsal last week. 

‘The action of the D.A.R. is dis- 
graceful,’ Tomei: said, ‘It was in a 
way a violation of Constitutional 
rights of free speech and assemblage. | 
Race prejudice has no place in this | 
country.’ b 

George Beimel, first violinist, and 
chairman of the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra Men’s Committee, said the | hight, As for the latter the Lunts 
discrimination against Miss Ander-| have been on tour with the latter 
son was a violation of American | Show in repertory and, despite the 
principles. He pointed out that the; showing of the picture version, has 
Negro singer had appeared with the | fared excellently. Equity figures that 
orchestra here on several occasions.!an exception and not the rule, al- 

Thomas F. Gamble, assistant to|though the New York run of ‘You 
AFM President Joseph N. Weber, l Can't Take It With You’ continued 
said that any action would have to | for months after the film version 
be taken at the union convention in | was released. 
eo + path — ‘ a | Massey’s Raincheck 

there's P wens §=SnCUs ‘ geting | there is a possibility that the show 
jobs now,’ he remarked, without | i) be kept on the boards, with 


passing such a ruling. Massey taking a raincheck to go to 
Hollywood to repeat the lead part, 

20% ASK REFUNDS while a substitute takes over the role 
Pare }it. N. Y. during his absence. 

Faderewski Re-Scheduled Concert | that would depend to some extent 
Holds 89% of Cleveland Sales jon how well business holds up 
saiisitilian through the spring and early sum- 

mer. Also since RKO holds an op- 


The action was revealed by A. A. | 


lof a central ticket office. 





Actors and ‘Abe’ 


(Continued from page 57) 




















Cleveland, March 7. 


-_ *9 sari ; | es 
ae ski’s concert at civic Music original company, the matier of 
Hall, skedded for last Sunday (5), | wholesale replacements might neces- 
was canceled when the pianist ar-|citate interrupting the 
rived here the day before suffering | yyn 
from a painful inflammation in his | Equity’s contention that Sherwood 
a? — =e ‘ __|or the Playwrights’ Co. is under 
i oe = rudno, handling the | some sort of moral obligation to hold 

tn on x oa as hit poein by age | off release of the picture and there- 
— ts ~ phat seat—3,128 of | by keep ‘Abe’ running is ridiculed 
: was sold in advance. Less than|py some Broadway showmen. No 
Nor - - ‘ a . . ’ | - “e a 4 4 
aie ne ge refunds when pianist’s | author or producer is under any 
a: hager, . J. Fitzgerald, announced | compulsion, moral or otherwise, to 
saat his return appearance would be keep a legit show on the boards 
fte iv 2 
shifted tentatively to May 28, |whether because of a film deal or 
| for any other reason, it is argued. 
Actors Scored 


If Equity aims to police the ethics 
of show business, a prominent show- 
man suggests, the organization 
might do well to begin with its own 
ranks, since actors, more than au- 

| thors or producers, have been in- 
clined to cause the closing of stage 
| productions by walking out of the 
casts for personal reasons. Even in 
the case of film buys, it is claimed, 
there have been few 
| playwrights consenting to early pic- 
ture release which might shorten 
| the run of their plays. 

“STARS IN YOUR EYES” Virtually all such cases have re- 

Met.: LOU CLAYTON i sulted from authors’ underestimat- 

ing the staying power of the legit 






































‘after the legit run had been extended 


ered by 


|expressed, also, over the feasibility | ended on the red side. 


But | 


tion to use any of the players in the | 


Broadway | 


instances of | 


a vital factor in the film buy, so the ae : Baas ; Oe 
author would still have been ad ge ey Og hy 
to get his coin from that source even | of a slow first act and a slushy third 
it doesn’t jell. Prospects of a short 
| run for this one. 
The problem is but one of several}. oe mage Nagin ae a F ba 
important matters reported consid- | pe ane ene ts oy . = 
; a particularly adept in the second act, 

the council Tuesday (7).| Which would provide the author a 
Among the other matters calendared perfect foundation for a rewrite. | 
for disposal were the charges against The play deals with two legit stars 
Barton for his backstage con- | (Miss Chatterton and Walter Abel), 
duct while the star of ‘Tobacco Road’ | who have been living together hap- 
(Forrest. N. Y.) and the report of! pily during their 10 successful years 
the delegation which met with the | 0” the stage. The plays opens with 
managers to discuss more stringent them bidding farewell to their pub- 
edmnintetoation of the ticket Geode. | lic after their final scene in Camille. 
> pniaaiesae mae tele ole Ah si : “*!| They retire to Abel's Iowa home- 
Council s decision in regard to Bar- stead, with Anatole Seward (James 
ton will be given Friday (10), | Bell), an author and admirer of the 
actress, tagging along to take the 
attic room. 

The rustic life 
until a farmer's 


to its limit. 
role 


James 





1 ? agrees with them | 
Piay on B’ way daughter (Jeanne 
Dante) attracts the roving eve of 
| Abel. His common-law wife goes to 


-QUARTE! | work with feminine shrewdness and 
CLOSE QUARTERS | inveigles Abel into pris a on 
ima in three acts by Gilb 





the rustic gal to herself and mar- 
Ann Seran and Ed- | riage. He starts divorce proceedings 
adapted from the orig- | immediately after the ceremony, but 


Melodt 
es 


<; presented by 
mund L. Anderson; 


thi y ilbert Lene | 


hy © Anne 


inal ‘Attentat,’ by W. O. Somin; staged by | she blocks this by threatening to 
Leo Pulgakov; at the Golden, N. Y., March | | a — . wie 

8°39: $3.30 ton co-star in a comeback with another | 
Cast: Elena Miramova and Leo Chalzel, | actor. 


There are plenty of surefire sit- 
uations relating to show business 
and farm life, the laugh lines come 
thick and fast in the second act and 
failed to so impress at the debut here | the story of two egotistical co-stars | 
and is doubtful of more than a mild | sparring through these situations 
engagement. | offer much promise. 

Two-person plays may be regarded} Abel plays his somewhat hammy 
as ideal in a managerial sense and | actor with persuasion, and Miss | 
have been tried a number of times. | Chatterton romps through her part 


In London ‘Close Quarters was re- 
garded as exciting melodrama. It 





A. H. Woods made such presentations | With a light touch that contrasts 
twice and did rather well with ‘Jeal-| happily with the long-suffering 
ousy.” But others, like ‘The First} women she has portrayed on the | 
Fifty Years’ and ‘Under Orders,’ | Screen. 

One-person| Evan Condon, as a witty mother- | 


in-law to Miss Chatterton; Will Geer, 
tain amount of success, too, by Ruth| as the twangy justice of the peace; | 
Draper and Cornelia Otis Skinner, | Miss Dante and Mary Wilsey, as the 
|both having developed specialized | Servant girl, all register. 

audiences over a period of seasons Direction and sets are commend- 
|and for limited engagements. able. Fox. 


‘Close Quarters’ does not impress | 7 
as good playwrighting, for the adap- | 
tation from a Continental atmosphere | 
into English is not convincing. Run- 
ning time.of the show is less than 
one hour and 30 minutes, including 


ientertainments have attained a cer- 


HERE WE GO AGAIN 


New Haven, March 4. 


Revue in two acts, 25 scenes, by William 


: : Stucky ane Jouglass le Jr. irec 

intermissions, yet the first two acts | dni iysica, Burton 'G.. Sheveloves music, 

are repetitious to a degree. Only the| Perry Lafferty; settings, Dean Goodelle: 

limited third act seems effective | Presetted by Yale Dramatic Association at 

enough University theatre, New Haven, Feb. 25, 
i . 


t March 2 and 4, ‘39. 
Liesa and Gustav Bergman are 
man and wife, both with flighty : . 
temperaments and both swearing! ,, Starting with a program note to 
‘great love for each other. He is of | the effect that it had no intention of 
the workingman’s party, At the be-| becoming another Hasty Pudding 
ginning he’s seen returning from a Club, Yale’s drama association broke 
|meeting during which he had called precedent by staging its first original 
|for a strike. Better times are prom- intimate revue. Studes did an un- 
|ised; he obtains a new job and they | Usually good job. 
| move to better auarters, os eyes a a flashy | 
a ON ; background for skits, ballets, traves- 
reed a ec the place.| ties and a generally satiric expose | 
| Zander, a political opponent, is mur- of college life, Show deals with the 














Iara : - arle 1143 cc si 
ceet with a iene cies _ noes, life of an undergrad from the time 
oe ae Son see gee, SAME | he leaves home for campus life until 
cated thee pee by Gustav, who | he graduates. Interludes include a | 
Care | re . e a o se ; * j whe : 
the vidtion’s houne ped the ra ie — * deren es ae is 
Gustav believes he will be suspected. F a ee i pg See nha nen 
There is talk of him leaving the | ae ane ’s - lege aay escort bureau 
country. Ben er meee Iye - sidelights on how an 

“agi. | undergra neets pr 2Ms ; / 
jLiesa acts strangely, desiring to go | peri pew! eaete problems of study, 
| at once. 1e builds up various argu- Musically he . , is satisfactory. | 
ments to prove that Gustav did not | fonne Se i ag tm egy 
commit the crime, which he stead- | Perry Lafferty have written a fairly 
fastly denies. Liesa finally confesses | appealing score, with a trio of tunes 
that she killed Zander in retribution | « Vhere Can She Be” ‘I Wo i] } Yt 
because he was cruel and violated | Give That for Love’ and It's “All 
her. A man’s glove is found near | Over Now,’ having commerci: ! OS 
the scene of the murder and Gustav | sibilities ivrics too, are brist t a 
yr it is all gr aypwer| the police Terps “are well amide” oan Ira 
at any moment, the couple exit and | Richards soloing ji am 7 © ° 
pu = tw, wie Cc “ chards ing in tap; J. Stephen 
| idly Big seg el por nf Be Hinrichs and Nelson Schwab ocheing 
| woman witiat toad: Calne tie le *. the wo bags in ballroom stuff and 

r anc } ) . . . aa 45 < | 
frre = it is shoved through the af eaten to ee 
\* wR weeys Curtain. Laughs predominate throughout 
| Besides the telephone, some of the! and it makes no difference to these 
| offstage events are conveyed by radio | lads on whose toes they step Sally 
and recordings and other effects, but! Clark (Henry Dodge) comes in for 
the play impressed as too drab for! a hefty slam in a takeofi on her 
popular consumption. Novelty, such | night club warbling Other notables 
as it is, does not counterbalance the | get the works, and. the studes ‘even 
play’s defects. take plenty of pokes at themselves. 

Elena Miramova and Leo Chalzel| Revue’s ace bellylaugh is a Radio 
}enact the drama. Miss Miramova,| City Music Hall trailer conceived 
| though educated here, still has a Rus- | and produced by Robert Dalzell and 
| sian dialect. The sincerity of her| Spencer Berger. .It’s a riot from 
playing is not disputed, but she/| beginning to end and compares 
, stumbled over her lines several times| favorabl, with similar material in 
|} Opening night. Chalzel is more con- | big-time productions. 
| vincing as the husband though nei-| Philip W. Peck does a capable job 
ther is a sympathetic part. He scored | as the stude who passes through the 
|this season in ‘Here Comes the! portals of learning, his principal 
Clowns,’ which unfortunately did not support being Frederic Borsodi Nor- 
jmake the grade. Ibee. i man Paul, Thomas Goodyear, Rob- | 





She's | 


| cancer 


| the 


| but 


| cessfully completed. 


(German) in 
vived there on several occasions 
since. This, however, is a new 
adaptation and translation. 

‘The Nuremberg Egg’ is an ideal 
| play for a small, artistic group like 
'this, Its commercial chances are 
meagre but it is by no means ex. 
cessively ‘arty. In fact, its first night 
reception was one of more than ordi- 
nary enthusiasm. 

The story, laid in Europe (Nurem- 
berg) of the 16th century, concerns 
Peter Henlein, a master locksmith, 
who at the urgent request of a mar- 
iner sets out to invent a clock that 
will not be affected by ship motion 
or salt water. Working on the the- 
ory of the mainstring, and eliminate 
ing pendulum and weights, he ac- 
complishes his task, and the finished 
product is called the ‘Nuremberg 


Europe 1913 and re- 


egg.’ Peter’s greedy father-in-law 
would like to capitalize on the in- 


vention, but the far-seeing lock- 
smith prefers to give mankind as a 
whole the benefit and the secret 
formulae of the invention are sent 
to all master artisans throughout the 
land. 

Peter, however, does not live to 
see its widespread adoption. Early 
in the play we learn that he has 
and that he knows it. A 
friend—one of the best doctors in 
vicinity—is convinced that if 
caught in its earlier stages the can- 


;cer could be cured by an operation. 


in his medical friend 
knows that there is always the 
chance that a_ slipping knife or 
scalpel would end his experiments 
on his ‘egg’ before they were suc- 
So he prefers 
to fight the pain of the dread d'sease 
while he is completing his work. 
The contrasting characters of the 
generous-hearted Peter and_ the 
mercenary father-in-law: the devo- 


Peter has faith 


ition to Peter of his sister and wife, 
}especially the former, and the mar- 


iner’s salty geniality all provide ex- 
cellent character contrasts. 

Instead of Jasper Deeter doing his 
own direction, Rose Schulman han- 
dles it and does an excellent job. 
Deeter, however, has a part in the 
proceedings, playing the role of the 
noted if somewhat chesty medico. 
George Eseling has the leading role 
of Henlein and takes care of it 
staunchly. Miriam Phillips is prop- 
erly sympathetic as the sister and 
Gilbert Herman is always in the 
picture as the father-in-law. Harry 
Sheppard, one of the veterans of the 
company, gives his customary fine 
performance, this time as the mar- 
irer. Carol March has the part of 
che wife. Waters. 





WPA Play 
SWING MIKADO 


Operetta in two acts by William §S. Gile 
bert and Arthur Svllivan; production ccne 
eived and taged by Harry Minturn; 
dances, Sammy Dyer, assisted by Hazel 
Davis; vocal direction, Viola Hill wing 
irrangements, Gentry Warden; conductor, 
edward Wurizebach; settings Clive 


Rickabaugh; costumes, John Pratt: lixhte 
ing, Oscar Ryan; swing orchest! MN 
Levy; production 


Charles super’ on, 


George Jackson, Timil Neiglick, Margaret 
Rand; presented by Chicago Federal Th ae 
tre Project at New Yorker theatre N. Yoo 
March 1, ‘39; $1.10 top. 
pT Maurice Cooper 
a. oy ae Lewis White 
tt rrr: tre rrr ir Herman Greene 
POOR+HAR. cccecsccvedcoces William Franklia 
b SUM LEM ccc cscscceseses Gladys Boucree 
URC NON 5:65445006646005 6 Frankie Fambro 
POOR: 656.655 0tb0000 6046 --Mabel Carter 
DAEs veandvee Keune ee ....-Mabel Walker 
Mikado...... . ..Edward Fraction 
Dancers, singers, nobles, guards, et¢.: 
Asa Barnes, Jack Wright, James Harris, 
Martin Logan, Paul Bradney, Perey Grace, 
Alfred Bean, John Bean, Jum Smith, 
Woody Wilson, Alice Biddix, Peatrice 


Yancy, Eddie Mae Nance, 
Lulubelle Mosby, Alice Brooks, _ Clara 


Strickland, Deloise Alexander, Lillian 
| Falls, Marion Brooks, Wilma Bowen, Ashe 
ton Gorham. George Bateman, mes 
Arnold, William Carr, William Burns, 
Joseph Clark, Samuel Clark, John Hughes, 
Scott Manning, Raymond Lowe, jeula 
Nance, Elvira Johnson, Hettie Reed, Lil- 
lian Falls, Rose Long. Tillie Johns My 
Vivian Parker, Clara Brown, Georgia (are 


Mure 


penter, Helen Howard, Isabel Futre!l 
garet Cross, Rebecca Jones, Vivian Morrie 


sun, Mercedes Taliaferro, Abie Craw: ’ 
Albert Standlev, Harry Jones, Emmet 
Richardson, Ernest Woodson, trwin Riche 
ardson, Lloyd Cabell, Martin Lucas, Paul 
Williams, Shelby Nichols, Willard Grese, 
Albert Glenn, Charles Johnsot Ernest 
Roberts, Harry Mitchell, Robert Monte 


gomery, Theodore Ward. 


After five months of smash busl- 


| ness at the Great Northern, Chicago, 


the WPA has brought this. ‘Swins 
Mikado’ to Broadway to ignite @ 


(Continued on page 59) 
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Hepburn- Story Does Great 276 
In Philly; ‘Women’ Finale Big $9,000 


| 

Philadelphia, March 7. | 
Philadelphia is resting this week 
after the fourth sock legit smash of 


the season, W hich ended its second 


week at the Chestnut Street Opera 
House Sat. (4) with a great gross 


Theatre Guild’s produc-} 
‘Philadelphia | 

lepburn, in|! 
here, also} 


of $27,000. 
tion of Philip Barry’s 
Story,’ with Katharine 
second week of its tryout 


played an extra matinee for Bryn 
Mawr college, of which. Miss Hep- | 
burn is an alumna. Show is on 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tion, and consequently that held | 
down the gross. 
‘The Women,’ in its ninth and 
final week at the Forrest, did 
smoothly, although adversely affect- 


ed by the bad weather at the end. 


Maurice Schwartz’s occupancy 
the Locust with “Three Cities 


of 
could 


easily have been prolonged beyond 
the single week, but other bookings 
for the house forced removal. 
‘Golden Boy,’ held over at the last 
minute for a second f.ll week (two 
and a half altogether) at the Er- 
langer, didn’t reach expectations, but | 
reported satisfactory at $5,500. 
This week's only opening is also 
a: the Erlanger, show being the re- 
vival of Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Impor- 


same 
First 
offer- 


tance of Being Earnest’ with 
cast that played in New York. 
mentioned for one week only, 


ing may stay if biz permits. 
Monday (3) the D’Oyly Carte Co. 
starts its three-week stay at the 


Forrest in Gilbert and Sullivan rep- 
ertoire, and ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ 
begins its single week’s stay at the 
Chestnut. On March 20 ‘Five Kings’ 
(ist half) comes to the latte. house 
and on the 27th Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner’s ‘Candida’ revival is due at the 
Locust. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Chestnut 
(2d week) (1,800; $2.50). Zoomed over 
$30,000, record for the house. Show 





claimed over $54,500 in two weeks 
here. Exclusive of the extra per- 
formance, show did $27,000 on the 
week. 

‘The Women,’ Forrest (9th week) | 
(2,000; $1). Could very easily have 
stayed. Last week steady and po- 
tent at $9,000. 

‘Three Cities,’ Locust (1,400: $2). | 
Moved along to a nice gain, finishing | 


with slightly over 

‘Golden Boy,’ 
(1,800; $1). Completed two and a 
half weeks. Spurt at end of first 
full week was not borne out in last 
six days, but $5 500 rated okay, 


$8,400. 


Erlanger (3d week) | 





Ticket Agency Aide To 
Begin Pen Term Mon. 
For Evasion of Taxes 





Sam Bloom, treasurer of the Leo 
Newman ticket agency is due to be- 
gin a four-month stay in the Federal | 


House of Detention, N. Y. before | 
Monday (13), for ticket law viola- | 
tions. Bloom and Phil Guyran, who 


is the active manager of the agency, 
were supposed to toss a coin to see 
wha would take the rap first, each 
having received similar sentences, | 
though the court ruled that they be 
‘staggered’ so that both would not be 
absent from the business at the same | 
time. 


Appeal from the convictions, | 
which also carried heavy fines, have | 


been denied and the defendants were | 
advised that the U. S. Supreme Court 
would not assent to considering the 
case. 


Along Broadway and in legal cir- 
cles the punishment is regarded as 
unduly severe, being based on ques- 
tioned regulations in the admissions 
tax law. The agency was found 
guilty of irregularity in accounting 
for and paying the tax on tickets 
sold at a premium. An offer of set- 
tlement and partial payment on ac- | 
court was accepted by the tax col- | 


| 
lector. Heretofore, such acceptance | 
resulted in dropping any  mis- | 
demeanor proceedings. Ordinarily 


tax matters are pursued along civil 
suit lines. 

E A comparative situation arose dur- 
ing the Tuttle investigation of the 
ticket field. The Alexander agency | 
heads faced imprisonment, but the 
prosecutor agreed that if they would 
sign a stipulation not to carry the 
case to the supreme court, sentence 
would be suspended. In that matier, 
the Government's collection of 50% 
of excess premiums was in dispute 
and the regulation, now partia!ly out 
of the statutes, has never reached the | 
highest court. 


+ 


|} port from 


| unpracticed handling, 
| $7,900. 


| serk 


| Drummers’ 


| impersonated Hadyn 





‘Abie’ Skids to $2,800; 


‘Kiss Boys’ $7,900, Balto | 


Baltimore, March 7. 
‘The Women,’ 
at a $1 top, did only fair 
here. Third company of ‘Kiss wid 
Good-bye,’ making its first stop on 
a trip to the Coast via the south, 
needed playing and suffered some | 
from lukewarm critical reaction. 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ essaying a sec- | 
ond stanza at the Auditorium, with | 
first week’s scale of $1.50 cut to} 
i $1, fell badly and gave most of the | 
profit garnered during initial stanza. 
Attempt at revival of ‘big time’ 
vaude, with ‘Julian Fuhs and Kurt 
Robitschek’s ‘Laughter Over Broad- 
vay, didn’t catch on at all at the 
Maryland in spite of generous sup- 
local dailies. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Auditorium 
(2d week) (1,550; $1). Hit a bare 
$2,800. 
‘Kiss 
(1,900: $2). 
pany here 
reception 


Good-bye,” Ford’s 
Opening of 
suffered some 


by local crix 


Boys 


mild 
of 


from 
because 


Over 
$1). 


Broadway,’ Mary- 
Attempt at vaude | 

Fuhs and Kurt 
have the b.o. ap- 


‘Laughter 
land (1,690; 
revival by Julian 
Robitschek didn’t 
peal necessary to put it over, col- 
lecting a bare $3,400 for 19 perform- | 
ances in eight days, then folding. 


Chicago Steady; 


‘Life’ OK $7,000, 
Kiss Boys 136 





Chicago, March 7. 

Though it’s Lent, next week will 
see the Loop’s four major 
operating. 

Indications are that ‘What a Life’ 
will catch on at the Erlanger. Came 
in to fine notices and_ reaction. 
Starting slowly, show reached ca- 
pacity biz in midweek and wound up 
selling out for two final perform- 
ances of the initial week. ‘Kiss Boys 


Goodbye’ is galloping along splen- 
didly at the Harris. ; ; 
Grand relights tonight (Tues.) 


with ‘I Married an Angel,’ which in- 
dicates great chances on some neat 
advance selling. Heading for Chi 


at Ford’s this week | 
last week | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The 
Burr, 





Happiest Days’ — Courtney 


Cornell—Playwrights. 
Myers. 


Highlands’—Group. 
‘Hot Mikado’—Michael Todd. 
‘Please Mrs. Garibaldi’ — Hall 
Shelton. 
‘Skylark’—John Golden. 
| ‘Tell My Story’—-Freeman Theatre. 


SUSAN’ BIG 216, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


QUITS BOSTON; 


third come | 


but did steady | 


theatres | 


also is ‘Angela Is 22,’ due at the Sel- 


wyn next week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Harris 


(9th | lines, 


KINGS 166 


Boston, March 7. 

‘Susan and God’ finished its third 
and final stanza of a very success- 
ful run here Saturday (4). Orson 
| Welles’ production of ‘Five Kings’ 
received rather spotty press on its 
opening here Feb. but-got good 
box office support from the Theatre 
| Guild ee list. Much time 
has been chopped since opening, 
which mand to a 12:20 curtain. 

Road company of ‘Susan’ moved 
out last weekend to ope:. in Buffalo 
Monday (6), with Jessie Royce 
| Landis in the lead, Latter replaces 





‘ 
al, 


| Gertrude Lawrence, who opens here | 
March 13. | 
starring Ruth ! 


‘Skylark,’ a new play, 
Nest of Broadway,’ 
| Chatterton, bowed last night (Mon- 
|day). Katharine Hepburn comes in 
|as star of ‘Philadelphia Story’ Mon- 
| day (13). 
‘Pinocchio,” WPA, 
| 

| 


= 


is slated for 
March 11 opening. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Susan and God,’ Shubert (3d wk) 
$2.75). Although word-of- 
mouth on this show has been de- 
cidedly divergent, the business 
| been consistently good for three 
| weeks. Final frame dandy, $21,000. 
| ‘Five Kings,’ Colonial (list wk) 
| (1,643: $2.75). First-nighters gener- 
|ally disappointed by long, ragged 
| production, but comments improved | 
during week as show shaped up into 
more hopeful stature. First week, 
| Sood $16,000. One more week to go. 


WPA Play 
SWING MIKADO 


(Continued from page 58) 


« 


(1,590; 








squabble with commercial showmen. 
Meanwhile, Michael Todd is ready- 
ing another production along similar 
but one which will operate 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Upped some- | commercially at much higher top. 
what on fresh convention coin to | This relief show should clean up, 
strong $13,000. appearing to have the stuff for a 


‘What a Life,’ Erlanger (2d week) | 
(1,400: $1.65). Built steadily through 
the week to snatch solid $7,000 for 
| the initial stanza. 

WPA 

Federal Ballet, Blackstone. 





SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


THROWS CUSTARD PIES 
Rochester, March 7. 
Rochester Civic Orchestra inter- 


rupted classical series Sunday nights 
at the Eastman theatre with ‘night 
of. fun’ in which players went ber- 
musically and the audience 
loved it. 

‘Wow’ number was ‘Worried 

in. which every instru- 
ment known to percussion section is 
used and two drummers dash madiy 
about the stage playing one instru- 
ment after another. 

Conductor Paul White led a cir- 
cus number with clowning brasses, 
elephant horns, meowing strings and 
clog-dancing drumsticks. Then he 
in ‘Farewell 
Symphony’ in which players one by 
one blow out candles and depart, 
leaving only a violinist. 

‘Irish Washerwoman,’ ‘Turkey in 
the Straw,’ ‘Harmonica Player’ and 


‘Carnival of Animals’ all played 
with plenty of hijinks and hey- 
diddling. Show proved that even 





Melton, Dickson Set For 
‘Bartered Bride’ in St. L. 


James Melton and Muriel Dickson 


have been signed by the St. Louis 
ypera for a week’s engagement in 
‘The Bartered Bride’ during the 


summer season. 
in English. 
Same cast is mentioned for the 
Chicago opera nexi season. 
s 


r 





| Jating lyrics. 


| conservative Rochester will go for a} 
' bit of zip in its musical coffee. | ive. 
| series of reprises 


| van opera has surely 


wide audience appeal. 

Idea of a jazzed-up version of the 
| Gilbert and Sullivan classic, credited 
to Harry Minturn, of the Chicago 
Federal Theatre, calls for a Negro 
cast and interpolated hot sessions of 
certain choruses. Most of the score 


remains as is, and the lyrics are 
virtually intact, but the settings and 
| costumes are switched to make the 
locale a South Sea isle instead of 
Japan. After the incongruousness 
lof the first few moments has worn 
off, the show lapses into humdrum, 
except for the swing portions, but 
then it blazes into spectacular en- 


tertainment. 

One of the main faults appears to 
be that the Negro players are un- 
able to cope with Gilbert’s scintil- 


the subtleties of the words, they 
don’t enunciate them to the lively 
tempo of Sullivan’s score. Compared 
to the D’Oyly Carte troupe a few 
blocks away at the Martin Beck, it’s 
distinctly disappointing. But when 
the dusky players reach the torrid 
parts of their score a riot breaks out 
on the stage and there’s bedlam in 
the audience. The frenzied taps, 
shuffle, strut, lindy hops, hi-de-ho 
and za-zu-zas would have given G. 


and S. the heeby-jeebies, but while 
ludicrous, they’re also irresistibly 
entertaining. 

Cast is spotty. with Maurice 
Cooper displaying an admirable 
tenor as Nanki-Poo, Herman Greene 
expanding the comedy of Ko-Ko 


with broad Harlemesque geniality 
and Mabel Walker being an unusual- 
ly effective Katisha. Costumes are 
stunning and the staging is invent- 
Standout is the uproarious 
of ‘The Flowers 
That Bloom in the Spring.’ 

In withstanding this assault so 
magnificently, the Gilbert and Sulli- 
dispelled any 


| doubt of its right to inclusion among 


Performance will be | 


the classics. Hobe. 
‘Candida’ $4, 500, Buff 
Buffalo, March 7. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner’s ‘Candida,’ 
at a $2.75 top, grossed $4,500 for 


four shows here last week. 


‘No Time for Comedy’—Katharine 
‘My Dear Children’—Aldrich and | 


‘Quiet City’ and ‘My Heart’s in the 


has | 


| written by Gilbert Lennox; 
| Monday (6). 


| week) 


| 


| (5th week) 


'ness to date lowest on 
| under $2,500. 


Far from appreciating | 


' (5th week) 





Bway Musicals Taper Off, ‘Hellz’ 
Leading, $33,000; ‘Way’ Building, 
$41,000; ‘Foxes’ on Rise, $17,000 





Broadway’s musicals declined 
attendance last week, most of them 
dropping between $2,000 and 
'from the levels of 
| Birthday week. The drop was an- 
ticipated and business will probably 
go off farther, until-next Wednesday 
(15), the Federal income tax dead- 
| line. Straight shows uid not seem to 
be as much affected and 
more than held the pace. 

Musical group had ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
in the lead with $33,000, followed by» 
‘Leave It to Me,’ $30,000; ‘Stars in 
Your Eyes,’ around $28,000; ‘Boys 
from Syracuse,’ $22,000, and ‘Set to 
Music,’ $19,000. 

‘The American Way’ continues to 
dominate ‘he list. While the gross 
was under the holiday level, it bet- 
tered the previous normal week gait 
with $41,000 
week with the 
since opening. 
climbed to 
furthe: 


nigh 
Foxes’ 
tablishing 
to ‘Abe L 


best Monday 
‘Te Little 
$17,000, es 
runner-up 
coln,’ which eased off. 
As the winter period fades 
openings are slowing down. There 
are two new plays coming in, 
revival, this week, 
| the succeeding three weeks, 
spring, however, should per 
there are several highly 
| due on the 


as 


li- 


rated ; 
> boards and early summer 
should see several new musicals. 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ exits from 
| the 46th for the road after this week 


and the D’Ovly Carte conclude at 
'the Beck Due in next week is 
‘Please Mrs. Garibaldi,’ recle ‘mins 

the jittle Bel mont from pictures, and | 


TL017 
cli 


week, 


My Story,’ postponed frorn this | 


Vaudeville at the 44th Street | 
started last mid-week, listed like a 
legiter, playing nightly and one} 
matinee (Saturday). Distinct dif- | 
ference of opinion was aroused. | 
WPA’s colored ‘Swing Mikado’ | 
opened at the New Yorker, getting a 
fair press. 


Estimates for Last Week 
: — Lincoln in 036 St Plymouth 


(21st week) (D-1,036; 33.30). Still 
the " dramatic leader aad mopper- | 
upper for the Playwrights; some- | 
| what under normal, anticipated for | 
most attractions at this time; $19,009. 

‘Boy’s From Syracuse,’ Alvin (16th 
week) (M-1,255; $4.40). Around | 


$22,000; eased off but figured among | 
the f favored World’s Fair draws. 
‘Close Quarters,’ Golden (1st week) | 
(D-789; $3.30). Presented by Edmund | 
'L. Anderson and Ann Seranne: 
opened | 


Belasco (10th 
$3.30). Best of } 
presentations this | 


‘Gentle People,’ 
(C-1,107; 
|Group Theatre’s 


| season; averaging better than $12,000 | 
| weekly. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden| 


(25th week) (R-1,671; $3.30), Broad- 





way’s cleanup attraction: playing 
nine times weekly; rated better than | | 
$33,000. 


‘I Must Love Someone,’ Longacre | 
(C-1,019; $3.30). Nancy | 
Carroll into cast may help but busi- 
Broadway; 
‘Kiss the Boy’s Goodbye,’ Miller 
(24th week) (C-944; $3.30). Making 
goodly profit though it eased off 
from strong pace of earlier months; 
$12,000. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ 46th St. 
(2lst week) (C-944; $3.30). Final 
week: announcement of tour upped 
attendance; $17,000. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (18th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Standing up 
‘trongly and looks like a cinch to go | 
into the summer: not much off last | 
week. when claimed takings were | 
around $30.000. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ 
week) (D-1,099; $3.30). 
the moderate successes; 
drama getting == class 
quoted over $12,000. 

‘Mrs. O’Brien Entertains,’ Lyceum 
(C-1,006; $3.30). Using | 
some two for ones; liked by audi- 
ences and while business is under 
expectations, bettered $5,000 for first 
time. 

‘One for the Money,’ Booth 
week) (R-708; $3.30). More 
held its own and expectations are 
for intimate revue to make the 
grade: topped $10,000. 

‘Oscar Wilde,’ Fulton (22d week) | 
(D-913: $3.30). Business dipped | 
s omewhi at but still turned profit with | 
timated $10,000. 





Empire (10th | 
About tops 
colored-cast 

patronage; 


(5th 
than 


a 


( 

‘Rocket to the Moon’; ‘Awake and 
Sing.’ Windsor (16th week) (D-1,049: 
$3.30). Latter show revived and 
plays first half of week; both are 
Group Theatre shows; former around 
£6,000. 

‘Set to Music,” Music Box (8th 
week) (R-1,000; $4.40). Has been 
easing off with pace now around 
$19.000: expensive to operate but 
some profit at the pace. 

‘Stars in Your Eves,’ Majestic (5th 
week) (M-1.717; $4.40). Earlier part 


iof week not so good but last-half 
attendance excellent; eased off, too, 
but okay $28,000, and figured to last 
into summer. 

‘The American Way,’ 


Center (7th 


and started the current | 


| $19,000 weckly. 


in | 


$3,000 | 
Washington’s | 


several | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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k up for | 
shows | 


week) (D-3,483; $3.30). With a $5,000 
midweek matinee, Broadway leader 
held up excellently; $41,000. 

‘The Family Portrait,’ Morosco (1st 
week) (D-961; $3.30). Presented by 
Cheryl Crawford, Day Tuttle and 
Richard Skinner; written by Lenore 
Coffee Cowen and William Joyce 
Cowen; opens tonight (Tuesday). 


‘The Little Foxes,’ National (4th 


week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Getting 
stronger and definitely rated among 
drama 1ecesses; further improved 


in face of sea 
$17.000. 

‘The Primrose Path,’ Biltmore 
lg week) (CD-991; $3.30). Slight- 
ly off at $7,500, but profitable; will 
move to make way for ‘The Flashing 
Stream,’ English drama due soon. 

‘The White Steed,’ Broadhurst (9th 


sonal decline; quoted at 


week) (D-1,107; $330) Also well- 
| rated, around $11,000; may move 
| back to the Cort to make way for 
the ‘Hot Mikado,’ due March 20. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forre: (274th 
weelx) (D- 1,107; $1.65). Draw seems 
inexhaustible among visitors: low 
grosser mekes some coin right 
along: $5,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (47th 
week) (C-1,050; $3.30). Another 
moderate grosser, but profitable; 
— two-for-ones and other cut 
‘ates; $4,500. 

Revivals 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Beck 

(10th week) (M-1,189: $3.30). Final 


| $2.75 top; 


and Sulli- 
averaged over 


week for Engiish Gilbert 
van troupe, which has 


‘Henry IV,’ St. James (6th week) 
(D-1,520; $3.30). Falstaffian drama 
doing well, though under capacity, 
with upper floors getting best sup- 
port; $15,000. 


‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (12th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Eased off, but 
quite satisfactory at nearly $9,000; 
ticket sale extends beyond Easter. 

Added 

‘Tell My Story,’ 
week) (D-682; $2.75). Presented by 
Freeman Theatre, cooperative group; 
written by Richard Rohman; opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

‘Pins and Needles,’ 
(67th week). New 


Mercury (lst 


Labor Stage 
numbers in long’ 


run unionists revue helping; had 
been around $4,000, bu: expected to 
jump. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 
Hall. Old-type meller in beer and 
booze emporium. 


Frank Fay Vaudeville, 44th Street, 
Fay. Elsie Janis, Eva Le Gallienne, 
Smith and Dale head bill; nightly at 
matinee Saturday. 

WPA 
Mikado,’ New Yorker 
drew fairly good press. 


‘Swing 
(Gallo); 


‘Androcies and the Lion,’ Lafay- 
ette, Harlem. 

‘Pinocchio,’ Ritz. 

wee and Sing,’ Daly's (Yid- 
disn), 


‘ANGEL’ SMASH 
$28,500 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Opening road tour here last week 
| after a year on Broadway, ‘I Married 
|An Angel’ at the Nixon rolled up 
sock $28,500, top legit figure here 
this season, 

Getaway night off a bit. but after 
that Broadway smash rolled into 
high, winding up with standees. ‘An- 
gel’ went directly to Chicago, where 
it opens tonight (Tues.). 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘I Married An Angel,’ Nixon (2,- 
100; $3.30). Drew rave notices and 
packed ’em in following short-of-ca- 
pacity opener. There were three 
mats because show didn’t get under 


| way until Tuesday night with differ- 


seale and $3 
at least an- 


ence between $2 mat 
at night easily costing 
other $1,000. 


Schwartz’s Tour Makes 
Way for Polish Players 


While Maurice Schwartz's Yiddish 
Art theatre, New York, is being oc- 
cupied for the next three weeks by 
the Yiddish Bande, Polish players, 
the manager will tour with his reper- 
tory group in key cities. 

Schwartz opened in Philadelnhia 
at the Locust St. with ‘Three Cities,’ 
which had been running in N. Y. 
since last fall, and is current for a 
week at the Majestic. Boston (6), 
with the same play. 

Other dates are scheduled, tho 
not inked vet, 
to last about 
which Schwart 


with the tour exsected 
six weeks, following 
tz quits for the $2n. 
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N. Y. Times’ Fair Supplement 

The New York Times issued an 
impressive World’s Fair supplement, 
in color, included in Sunday's (5) 
regular edition. It contained 76 
pages of special articles by H. G. 
Wells, whose ‘World cf Tomorrow’ 
led the section; Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Butler, Henry Ford, David Sarnoff, 


Frances Perkins, James Thurlow 
Acams, William Allen White, Robert 
Moses, Harry Emerson  Fodsick, 


Brooks Atkinson and a flock of other 
personalities in the arts and indus- 
tries. Supplement included consid- 
erable advertising. The daily has 
scheduled two other supple- 
ments to be published April 30, in- 
cluding a complete guide to the fair 
and the metropolis. 

The Times has announced that the 


alse 


issue was in excess of 1,000,000 cop- | 


ies and that orders for 400,000 more 
could not be filled because it was 
mechanically impossible to fill so 
large a demand. 





New Long Island Paper 


books to his output under imprint 
of Living Age Books, has instead 


Smith. Because of similarity of 
names of the two, new firm will be 
known by their first names as Harri- 
son-Hilton Books, 

Publishing house, which has Smith 
'as prez; Smyth as treasurer, and 
| Ruth Norden, sec, will be quartered 
| with the Smyth mags in N. Y. 








New Sunday Supplement 
| New Sunday newspaper supple- 
|ment, Vision, being prepared by the 
| Publication Corp. Forty dailies in 
all parts of the country have already 
been signed to carry the supplement, 


to start probably early in _ the 
|; summer. 

| Vision will be tabloid in roto- 
gravure, and will be at least 50% 


pictures. Charles A. Kinsolving is 
editor. Head of the corp. is Daniel 
A. Moran, Jr. 


Winchell’s $100,000 Libel Suit 
A suit for $100,000 damages was 


| Tribune, and edited the old Chicago 
|New World from 1902 to 1913. 


formed a partnership with Harrison! Authored a dozen books, including a) 


study of Shakespeare. 

James B. Clendenin, 41, editor of 
‘the Huntington (W. Va.) Herald-Dis- 
| patch, died Saturday of pneumonia. 
‘Native of St. Louis, Clendenin served 
ton and Beaver Falls, Pa., before 
coming to Huntington in 1922, 





CHATTER 
Anthony Thorne going to England. 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher to Miam1. 


Ralph Bates gets back from Mexi- ! 


co soon, 

Park 
Woldorff. 

Harry Scherman and Bennett Cerf 
to Nassau. 

Dashiell Hammett has completed a 
new novel. No title as yet. 

Egon Steinberg now repping for- 
eign publishers and authors. 

Rafael Sabatini back to England, 
and at work on a new novel. 

Robert Brosterman working 


Press formed by Joseph 


out 


The Nassau Daily Journal, Long | filed in the N. Y. federal court last |@ new Anglo-Jewish publishing idea 


Island Daily, began publication last 
week. It’s being published out of 
Hempstead by Harold Forbes, for- 
mer publisher of the Flushing (L. L.) 
North Shore Journal, who sold out 
last year to S, I. Newhouse. New- 
house has since merged the Journal 
with the Long Island Star, which he 
also acquired last year. He’s also 
the controller of the Long Island 
Press, Jamaica. 

The Journal, a six-day daily, has 
a circulation arrangement with the 
Press and the Star-Journal, in Long 
Island City. 
be circulated with the new daily in 
south and north Nassau county, and 
in the North Shore area copies of 
the Star-Journal will be inserted in 
the new sheet. 

Only other daily in Nassau is the 
Nassau Star-Review, the result some 
time ago of a merger of the Nassau 
Star, of Lynbrook, and the Nassau 
Review, of Rockville Center. 





Stemming Adversity 
Seeing an opportunity to turn an 
adverse notice to profit, Bennett 
Cerf, the Random House head, hold- 
ing a readers’ contest in connection 


with Clifton Fadiman’s review of | new mags being readied by Ziff- | 


William Harlan Hale’s novel, ‘Han- 
nibal Hooker; His Death and Adven- 
tures,’ in the New Yorker. 

In his review Fadiman said: ‘I am 
convinced that Mr. Hale has not one 


talent but a score of turbulent tal- | 


ents. I’d like to read anything he 
might write after he has settled 
down, and I'd also be honestly glad 
to hear from those who know ex- 
acily what ‘Hannibal Hooker’ is 
about.’ 

For the 10 best letters in 300 words 
or less explaining ‘Hannibal Hooker’ 
to Fadiman, Cerf will give a copy of 
any book from Random’s list priced 
up to $5. Closing date is March 24. 





New Book on Films 

Pitman Publishing Co. is publish- 
ing a new book annual devoted to 
films, and fashioned after Burns 
Mantle’s ‘Best Plays.’ Volume, edited 
by Frank Vreeland, former play and 
picture crick, and now film flack, 
will carry the general title of ‘Fore- 
most Films,’ with the first of the 
series to be called ‘Foremost Films 
of 1938.’ 

Volume will cover best of the do- 
mestic and foreign productions ex- 
hibited here, and will alsg carry a 
Survey of events and trends on the 
iniernational film situation, ~ 





Foreign FPub-Union Agree 

Book and Magazine Guild, publish- 
ing industry affiliate of the United 
Office and Professional Workers of 
America, has signed a union contract 
with the Foreign Policy Association, 
which publishes books and pamphlets 
On foreign affairs, 

Pact covers all regular employes 
and four temporary employes of the 
publishing house, provides for salary 
increases, establishment of seniority 
rights, $2l-a-week minimum wage 
and office committee for adjustment 
of personne! questions, 





N. Y. Woman May Be Revived 

Persistent report, although uncon- 
firmed, is that the mag, The New 
York Woman is to be _ revived. 
Periodical, which had a pretentious, 
if fairly brief, existence, had legal 
trouble for an aftermath, with those 
interested in the revival reputedly 
endeavoring to clear all angles be- 
fore resuming. 

Originally back of the Mag were 
a number of advertising execs, but 
these disclaim any connection with 
those allegedly working for the 
mag’s resumption. 





Smyth-Smith Combine 
Book-publishing plans of Hilton 
Smyth have undergone a_ change. 


Mag publisher, who intended adding | 


Copies of the Press will | 


| week against Walter Winchell and 
| the Daily Mirror, Inc., by Maude 
Peabody, wife of Eddie Peabody, 

vaudevillian, for libel. Mrs. Pea- 
| body objects to an item in the Dec. 


|5, 1938 issue of the Mirror anent their | 


; marital relations. She is asking $50,- | 
| 000 damages and _ $50,000 for} 
| 


| malicicusness. 





| Ungerleider Denies Judge Deal 


Denial has been made by Samuel 
| Ungerleider, through his attorney, 
|I. M. Tobias, that Ungerleider is in 
the market for Judge, monthly 
humor mag. Judge has been re- 
ported for sale and a deal was said 


to have been talked between Harry 


Henry Caplan and others. 





NEW PERIODICALS 

Your Health, companion mag to 
Your Life and Your Personality, to 
be published soon by Wilfred J. 
Funk in association with Douglas L. 
Lurton. Will be digest-size, like the 
others, but will use only original 
material. Lurton editing, as he does 
the other two. 
| Fantastic Adventures, one of two 





|} Davis Publishing Co., Chicago, to 
|appear March 21, dated May. Sci- 
| ence fiction pulp, being edited by B. 
|G. Davis, with Raymond A. Palmer 
|) as mM, e. 
Tour and Travel Digest to preem 
;next month. V. Lucille Gett is pub- 
lisher and editor. Not a digest, de- 
| spite title, and will carry original 


| pieces on tour and _ travel. Bi- 
menthly as a starter. 
Win, monthly digest, has been 


brought out for the first time. It 
| will be devoted entirely to contests, 
with the mag handing out $5,000 a 
month to winners. 

Foto-Craft, mag for _ photogs, 
preems March 25 as newest link in 
chain of periodicals gotten out by 
Hugo Gernsback. He’s also editing, 
with Joseph H. Kraus as m.e. Pub- 
lication monthly. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 

Charles B. Molesphini, 66, former 
real estate editor of the N. Y. Amer- 
ican and of the N. Y. Evening Post, 
died last week of a heart attack 
while attending a dinner of the Eve- 
ning Post Alumni Association in N. 
Y. Molesphini was treasurer of the 
organization. Son and daughter sur- 
vive. 

Edward Flicker, 69, publisher of 
the Bridgeport (Conn.) Post, Tele- 
gram and Sunday Post, died March 
1. He was general manager of the 
Cincinnati Inquirer for 30 years be- 
fore going to Bridgeport. Survived 
by his widow, son, two daughters 
and a brother. 

Selden C. Smith, 65, Coast man- 
ager of Ginn & Co., publishers, died 
Feb. 26 in Berkeley, Cal., following 
a long illness. Survived by his 
widow, two daughters and two sons. 

Henry Rising, 70, for 45 years edi- 
tor of the Spokane (Wash.) Chroni- 
cle, died Sunday. Born in Iowa, he 
joined the staff of the Chronicle in 
1893 and a year later became editor. 
Was made vice-prez of the publish- 
ing company few years later, and in 
1923 became head of the firm. 


dean of Pacific Northwest news- 
papermen, died Friday in Seattle 
after a long illness. Death followed 
by a few days that of a _ brother, 
James H. Brown, also a newspaper- 
man. Third brother, Ashmun 
Brown, a Washington, D. C., news- 
paper columnist. In his 60 years as 
a newspaperman Beriah Brown was 
associate editor of the Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer, and owned a number 
of papers in the state of Washington. 

Thomas A. O’Hagan, 84, prose 
writer and poet and former news- 
paperman, died Thursday at his 
home in Toronto. Began newspaper 
work on the Duluth (Minn.) Daily 





Beriah Brown, 82, and regarded as | 


Gregory Vance cff on a world tour, 
| during which he plans to do a novel. 
| Joseph F. Dinneen, of the Boston 
| Globe, rushing a biog of the 
| Pope for McBride. 

James M. Kahn, the N. Y. Sun 
sports scrivener, has a piece in the 
current Baseball Stories. 

Your Personality, which was 
launched as a quarterly in January, 
goes monthly with the next issue. 
| On his way back to the Coast, 
| Lloyd C. Douglas stopped in Chicago 





on newspapers in that city, Washing- 


new | 





| 





Regional Networks Testify 





(Continued from page 43) 





ser of WBTM, Danville, has no con- 
tracts, no regular wires, no compul- 
lsion to take any programs, and sim- 
|ply divvies receipts among the five 
|member stations. For a while the 
outlets were linked, but this was 
| given up except for special oc- 
easions. Each station put up $100 at 
the outset three years ago. 


Empire State Network is virtually | 


out of business and was used only 
during the recent State political 
‘campaign, Harold E. Smith, one of 
four incorporators, related. Promo- 
ters each bought 25 shares at $20. In 
order to have a New York City out- 
let, WHN was tied in with the up- 
state local plants, getting 20% 
mission on any sales. The members 
sold their time to the web at 3 
the card rate and donated two free 
hours each weekly. 

| The Texas Quality Network fol- 
lows the same pattern as the Virginia 
outfit, although it maintains regu- 
lar lines. According to Martin Cam- 
pbell, general manager 
Dallas, it is 


presently has only one regular sus- 
taining program. 

Also unincorporated, Inter-City 
| has a more detailed type of organiza- 
ition, William Weisman, v.p. of 


of WFAA, | 
a cooperative sales outfit | 5. 5 55% 799 
eee ee eae lis 2,558,792. 
rather than an operating chain and |} 


come | 


or of | 


| 
M2 
| 


aid of H. Allen Campbell, generay 
| manager, the details were unraveled 
Under deal with NBC the program 
is taken off the line in Chicago when 
it is fed to the West Coast and both 
NBC and King-Trendle peddle the 
discs to other subscribers. With NBC 
selling stipulated secondary markets 
King-Trendle gets 50% of the rev. 
enue received from this source. It 
| pays no royalty to NBC on the Sales 
lof recordings made itself to 
in the major markets, 
platters at a fixed rate. 





Stations 
buying the 
| 1 Agreement 
| that neither King-Trendle nor NBC 
| will compete with the other in ped. 
| dling the platters. 

| . . 

| Relations with Mutual likewise are 
| 

|rather unusual. With some WXYZ 
|programs being fed to MBS, the 
| originating station gets a ‘talent fee’ 
{for either sustainers or commercials 
| which the youngest national chain 
takes. 


The Michigan web has little dupli. 
cation, Lynn C. Smeby, engineer, 
testified. Day audience within the 
millivolt contour is 3,574,856 of 
whom 9% can pick signals; night au. 
dience, without material duplication, 


McClatchy End 
Operations of the California Radig 
System produced a slight profit last 


| year after a major loss before Hearst 


Radio gave up its part in the ven- 


'to sign for a lecture tour next season. | WMCA, the key outlet, stated. Line | ture, G. C. Hamilton, general man- 


| W. H. Auden and Christopher 

|\Isherwood here, latter for publica- 

| tion of his novel, ‘Goodbye to Ber- 
lin.’ 

| Muriel Lee Elsasser, ad exec, has 


Newman, the publisher, Ungerleider, | formed Larwood Publishers in N.Y. | 


to get out books on specialized sub- 
jects. 
| Walter Winchell sent out 531 


copies of John L. Spivak’s new book, 
| moore Armies,’ and at his own ex- 
pense! 

novel, ‘Johnny Got His Gun,’ 
; been bought by Lippincott. 
| RKO scenario writer. 
Elizabeth Marion, whose first novel, 
The Day Will Come,’ appears soon, 
|is but 22, and did the book while 
| holding down a WPA job. 
| Frank Gilman Fowler, who does 
| those Satevepost short stories under 
| the name of Borden Chase, has filed 
a petition in bankruptcy. 
| Richard F. Dempewolff, of the 
editorial staff of the Fawcett mags, 
will wed Rita Fitzpatrick, who is on 
ithe Newsweek editorial staff. 


He’s an 


| @ 


Helen Wayne Rauh, Pittsburgh 
|radio and little theatre actress, 
| signed by Sun-Telegraph, Hearst 


sheet, to do a weekly column on 
charm. 

Title of the forthcoming whodunit 
by Margaret Armstrong, ‘Red Flash,’ 
changed to ‘Murder in Stained 
Glass.’ Booksellers thought it was a 
dog story. 

Alumnae of Randolph-Macon 
Woman's College, of which Pearl S. 
Buck is a grad, will give the Nobel 
Prize Winner in Literature a feed 
today (Wed.). 

Dick Fortune named assistant to 
Kaspar Monahan, Pittsburgh Press 
dramatic editor, with Bill White as- 
signed to make up page in future. 
Fortune formerly on rewrite. 

Little, Brown issues next week 
| book on the theatre, ‘The Changing 
| World in Plays and Theatre,’ by 
| Anita Block, formerly foreign play 
| reader for the Theatre Guild. 
| 


| TMAT Contract 

















(Continued from page 57) 





lists seven out-of-town theatres as 
being on the unfair list: Mosque, 
Empire and Shubert, Newark; Giobe, 
Atlantic City; Hudson, Union City, 
N. J.; Shubert and Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia, and also Halley’s ticket 
office in that city. Managers listed 
as unfair: Fred Ayer, Jack Linder, 
Izzy Hirst, and J. Krimsky. 

Next general meeting will be held 
Thursday (9) when two by-laws 
adopted by the board will be sub- 
mitted for approval. One prohibits 
any member, such as a general man- 
ager or company manager, from 
negotiating a basic contract with any 
union on behalf of an employer, nor 
may any member sit on a labor 
board or committee of any associa- 
tion of employers. 

This regulatiou will rule out sev- 
eral members who have been acting 
on the managerial labor committee. 
| The other by-law rules out members 
| Signaturing applications of persons 
| working in the same organization or 
|for the same employer. Also, no 








j} tee shall sign any applications, 


|costs are shared proportionately by 
;most of the members of the group, 
}although WPRO, Providence, and 
|WOL, Washington—being connected 
|with national combos—are relieved 
| of the burden when they are used 
\for distribution of commercials. 
| With WMCA serving primarily as the 


| business-getter, WMEX, Boston, pays 
the bulk of the cost to New England; 
| WIP pays for line between 
| York and Philadelphia; WCBM, Bal- 
Dalton Trumbo’s third published |timore pays for the link of Philly, | 

has | 


New 


and the others kick in toward the 
expense assumed by these units. 

In practice. WMCA gets a commis- 
sion on all time sales, made at the 
fpaatandien card rates, on the af- 
| filiated outlets and in return allows 
|}the others to take any of its sus- 
tainers. The commission varies in 





ager of the McClatchy radio enter- 
prises, related. Lost in 1937 was 
around $56,000; last year the group 
operated in the black to the extent 
of an $8,000 profit. 

Relating that the net worth of the 
McClatchy newspapers, parent cor- 
poration which controls the radio 
properties, was shown by books at 
$4,500,000, Hamilton conceded the 
actual value is in the vicinity of $8,- 
000,000 to $9,000,000. None of the 
stations are compelled by McClatchy 
to take any commercial programs, 
he declared. The affiliates pay vari- 
ous wire costs and pay flat fees for 
being members of the combo. They 
are paid actual card rates for sale of 





their time. 
Running out of witnesses, the Come 
mish adjourned the hearings a day 


some cases being as much as 65%, | early last week, and expects to finish 


| but the profit is only 10 or 15% be- 
{cause WMCA pays salesmen, agen- 
| cies, etc., out of its cut. 

| Members of the group, with excep- 
;} tion of WPRO and WOL, are obli- 
| gated to clear unsold time whenever 
| WMCA asks for it for a commercial 
| program, although as general policy 
| the others are permitted to turn 
down Inter-City sponsored programs 


interfere. The stations swap sustain- 
ers, with any other at liberty to ob- 
; tain a sponsor without sharing the 
receipts. 
Trendle on Stand 

Most important installment of the 
week came from George W. Trendle, 
| president of King-Trendle Broadcast- 
ing Corp. of Detroit, which owns 
| WXYZ and leases WASH-WOOD at 
Grand Rapids and runs the Michigan 
Radio Network of nine stations. 
More formally organized than most 
State chains, though operations are 
limited. 

Network has free time on member 
stations, and in turn pays the wire 
costs. Time sold only in a block on 
the transmitters out in the State, 
with WXYZ at liberty to run on its 
own, although technically obligated 
to provide sustaining service. Unique 
agreements with the other outlets 
exempt the Detroit station from the 
‘requirements of feeding sustainers 
| during the 6 p.m.-midnight span if it 
is carrying local commercials. In 
practice, Trendle emphasized, the 
key station does serve the affiliates 
even if it is not operating with them. 

Until last year King-Trendle never 
was able to peddle all of the free 
time on all stations, but in 1938 two 
of the affiliates got a return when 
the free time was used up. WBCM, 
Bay City, received $6,033, and WIBM, 
Flint, $2,895. Network revenues 
were $203,557. Some departures from 
the contract, such as the arrange- 
ments for airing Detroit ball games, 
with each affiliate getting part of 
$18,000 under a distinct deal. 

Telling of WXYZ’s own opera- 
tions, Trendle related that he and his 
partner sunk $300,000 of their own 
money in the enterprise after leav- 
ing CBS seven years back, and have 
been fully repaid, primarily because 
of the success of ‘Ranger’ and ‘Green 
Hornet’ programs. Last year King- 
Trendle spent $71,810 on talent out 
of their own revenues. Trendle esti- 
mated whole talent bill hit $200,000. 

Programs Explained 
Arrangements for airing the 
| ‘Ranger’ and ‘Hornet’ programs over 








member of the membership commit- | other networks puzzled the probers | 





whenever any important local events | 


| 


| 





the network phase of the inquiry in 
short order this week. Miscellaneous 
groups, educators, etc., come on next 
as the proceeding goes into its fifth 
month, with the end still problem- 
atical. 





McNinch Blast 











(Contined from Page 45) 





News editorially praised him for his 
stand.) 

With industry observers siding 
overwhelmingly with Craven, vet- 
eran newspaper reporters were un- 
able to recall a comparable outburst 
of temper. Considerable amazement 
was expressed at the way in which 
the McNinch statement was dis- 
tributed to virtually every newspa- 
pei office, particularly since the FCC 
almost never sends handouts around 
by messenger. Press corps members 
could not think of a case where, dur- 
ing a family feud, government fa- 
cilities—paper, mimeograph and em- 
ployers—were used to make the pub- 
lic aware of personal differences. 


Belief that the flare-up will have 
a distinct effect in Congress was 
based largely on the fact that Mec- 
Ninch earlier teok to the microphone 
to roast Commissioner George Henry 
Payne, with whom he has had many 
differences. Less than a month ago 
the chairman castigated Payne for 
assertedly feeding material to Stan- 
ley High for latter’s Satevepost piece, 
although High and Payne both have 
denied emphatically there was any 
contact. Although often they are on 
opposite sides of the fence, Payne 
and Craven frequently have dis- 
agreed with McNinch. They fought 
his proposal to remove civil service 
protection from all attorneys, the 
summary discharge of Hampson 
Gary, general counsel, and the later 
firings of David G. Arnold, chief ex- 
aminer; Melvin H. Dalberg, deputy 
chief examiner, and G, Franklin 
Wisner, press chief. 


As a result of the two recent Me- 
Ninch rages, speculation was lively 
about the President’s reaction, espe- 
cielly if Congress drops the reorgani- 
zation idea, which seems likely. Talk 
was heard that the explosions prove 
MeNinch will not tolerate any ques 
tioning of his policies or actions, a 
point used by Congressional opp0- 
nents of the scheme to prune the 


for a while, but eventually, with the | agency to three members. 
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Broadway | 


se 

W. G. Van Schmus back from Ber- | 
muda. 

Herman 
the south. 

Binnie Barnes in town for vacash 
and to see plays. 

Bob Goldstein now associated with 
La Hifi’s Tavern. 

Alec Moss, a crackerjack at chess, 
is now ti iking up bridge. 


Shumlin vacationing in 


Monroe Greenthal one of the 
town s wiz’s at contract bridge. 

A deep tan came back with Harry 
Rubin from his Caribbean cruise. 

Leon Netter, Par theatre exec 
sailed yesterday (Tues.) on a cruise. 

Channing Pollock forced to cancel 
several lectures because of throat 
jnfection 

R. W. Greve, director of purchases 
for the N. Y. Fair, going out to ogle 
the S. F. expo. 

Sarah Burton, of ‘Set to Music,’ 
at the Music Box, has become an 
American citizen. 

Tom Kane, of Century Play, va- 
cationing in Florida. Helen Hunt is 
doubling for him. 

Sonja Henie left Saturday (4) for 
the Coast to go into ‘When Winter 
Comes’ for 20th-Fox. 

Ben Btumenthal is keeping name 
of his big-time appeal lawyer in his 
Paramount suit a big secret. 

Billy Rose has wired Dorothy La- 
mour an offer to appear in his Aqua- 
cade show at the World’s Fair. 

Harry Royster returned to New 


York Monday (6) from a Miami 
business trip for Paramount. 

James Roosevelt, Goldwyn v.p., 
arrived in N. Y. 
part in battling Goldwyn's VA suit. 

Jane Froman guesting at the Press | 
Correspondents’ dinner for President 
Roosevelt in Washington Saturday 
(11). 


Bert Lahr, who was in tor a week, 


and Mack Miller, press agent, trek | 
back to the Coast today (Wednes- | 
day ). 

Margaret Becker, of the George 
Abboit office, going to San Fran- 
cisco with her mother in couple of 
weeks. 


Milton Lazarus and Clara Alexan- 
der Weiss admitted to membership 
of Theatrical Agents and Treasurers 
union. 


Budd Rogers, American general | 

manager for Mayflower Pictures, | 
London, arrives March 14 from 
London. 


Al Wilkie left for Florida last week | 
to contact Max Fleischer, who’s pro- 
ducing a feature cartoon in color for 
Par release. 

Bowling team from ‘The Boys from 
Syracuse’ has taken three straight 
drubbings from outfits representing 
rival musicals. 

Henry Senber, advance man for 
‘Five Kings,’ has been moving from 
town to town so fast his own office 
can’t locate him. 


Eddie McEvoy going in for gym 
workouts and rubdowns, getting in 


shape for the charge against the ex- 
hibitors this coming sales season. 

Aaron Rosenthal, who is associated 
with Boris Morros’ new picture ac- 
tivities, is a brother of Ann Rosen- 
thal, ex-Grand National attorney. 

Philip Barry leaves today (Wed- 
nesday) from Washington, where his 
‘The Philadelphia Story’ is playing, | 
to spend several weeks in Miami. 

Several ‘What a Life’ players last 
week suggested that since all 
their smokes at a tobacco store near 
the theatre, they might as well grab 

a share of the profits by buying a 
line of the shop. 

Ralph Clark, WB manager in Aus- 
tralia, plans to remain in N. Y. for | 
the annual domestic sales convention 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, March 13-14. 


Originally he had contemplated sail- | 


ing for Sydney early this month. 
RKO dance this vear at Hotel 
Astor, March 20, will have Larry 
Clinton music. Columbia’s annual 
semquet-dance at the Waldorf, Feb. 
WB shindig at same place Satur- 
AG (11), -with Artie Shaw’ s band. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Maxine Allen in the hospital get- | 
ting over pneumonia. 

Bob Leiber and Frances 
will wed next month. 





Fierst | 


Jack Ostfeld in hospital convales- 


Cing from a nervous crackup. 
Film director William K. Howard 
in town for a few days last week. 
Billy Strayhorne has joined Duke 
Ellington’s orchestra as a pianist. 
Bob Gill directing Racine’s ‘Iphi- 
genia’ at the Carnegie Tech drama 
school. 
Etzi Covato changing name of Ital- 


ian Gardens to Tropical Gardens 
shortly. 
Barney Ross will godfather the 


rnie Cummins’ heir or heiress this 
summer. 


Playhouse will wind -. season 
late next month with music ‘Meet 
My Sister.’ 


Betty LaVonne has an offer to ap- | 


pear in an Earl Carroll show at the 
Frisco fair. 

Valerie Parks went down 
flu. and her burley unit left town 
without her. 

Carnegie Tech drama _ graduate. 

Herz, in cast of Orson Welles’ 
‘Five Kings.’ 
Pitt Military Ball committee dick- 





has | 
to play an important | 


buy | 


with | 


ering with Kay Kyser outfit for | 
March date. 
Pittsburgh Symph has outfitted 


$1,500 dressing room for Fritz Reiner | 


at the Mosque. 

Vincent Lopez gifted his songbird, 
Betty Hutton, with an amethyst ring 
on her birthday. 

Tommy Dorsey’s going-away gift 


| to the Stanley house band was a} 
| ping-pong table. 

Andy Picards ‘he’s Al Kavelin’s 
drummer) celebrating their 11th 
wedding anniversary. 

Republic exchange manager, Jim 
Alexander, to Florida for couple of 
weeks with his family. 

Lynn Chalmers has gone back to 
Chicago with closing of Billy Sher- 
man’s band at Bill Green’s. 

Art Cinema plans to revive ‘Moon- 
light Sonata’ when Paderewski 
comes here for concerti in May, 

Fred Burleigh reunioning with 
‘Anvela Is 22’ cast, most of which he 
directed last summer at Cohasset. 

. J 
| Minneapolis 

By Les Rees 
| Peck Gommersall, Universal dis- 
trict manager, in town. 

Les Savage. Columbia homeoffice 
auditor, here for month. 

Heat on again and most of night 
clul are closing at 1 a.m. 

Warren Branton. National Screen 
| Nerth Dakota salesman, laid up with 
| fiu. 

Max Mazur, new Columbia city 
alesman from Chicago, back on job 
after flu. 

Chief Barker W. A. Steffes, of 
Twin City Variety club, vacationing 
in Chicago. 

J. H. Jacobs, salesman in Columbia 
exchange, succeeds I. M. Weiner as 
| branch manager. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager here, chosen next Sidney R. 
Kent drive leader. 


Rud Lohrenz, Warner district man- | 


ager, and the wife shook off fiu and 
returned to Chicago. 

Ray O’Brien and Paul S. Allison, 
i RNO homeoffice rep and ad sales 
supervisor, respectively, visitors. 

Don Buckley, Redwood Falls, 
Minn., exhibitor, stopped over en- 
route home from Florida vacation. 

Fred Holzapfel back at his Broad- 
|way theatre, neighborhood house, 
{following recuperation from = ap- 

pendectomy. 

Bill Shartin, Warner city salesman, 
| promoted to Seattle branch manager 
| and will be succeeded here by Max 
Mazur of Chicago. 

Phil Dunas, Columbia district 
manager, recovered from his recent 
| operation and paid his first local 
visit in several months. 


Miami Beach 


By Arthur Thomson 





Irene Bordoni opened at the Drum. 

Meyer Davis in on a biz-vacash 
trip. 

James Barton taking a Palm Beach | 
vacash. 


Joe E. Lewis still at the Conti- 





nentale. 

Carol Bruce into the Dempsey 
| Vanderbilt show. 
Tattee Martin, warbler, into the 


| Five O'Clock club. 
| Abe Lyman held over another 
three weeks at the Royal Palm. 
| Harry Stevens held over for fourth 
consecutive week at the Olympia. 
Dorothy Williams, Hannah Demp- 
| sey’s sister, won the rhumba contest 
at La Conga. 
| Ed Sullivan and Louis Sobol joined 
the Fourth Estaters vacationing at 
the Roney Plaza. 


| 1.674 to 1,703. 


London 





‘Dawn Patrol’ at Warners is pres- 
_— the biggest film hit in the West 
nd. 


Joe Grossman, studio manager for 


Associated British at Elstree, down 
with flu. 

The Buster Shavers reported ex- 
pecting an addition to the family in 


ihe summer. 
Jack Davis has opened his ‘World 


First Television News Theatre’ at 
Marble Arch. 

Gordon Ha out of cast of 
‘Number Six’ yr Aldwych due to 
threat operation , 

Mrs. Ja Harri ife of th 

1estro-o' - * Ci ) ciub 1IOW 
tne niteryv s | Ker 

Vi Bradley returns here in May or 
October to work for Martinus Poul- 

n at the Cafe de Paris. 

Brian Wallace, son of Edgar Wal- 
lace, obtained divorce from his nov- 
« fe. rgaret Lane. 

Marie Burke giving up her apart- 
ment and joining her husband in 
Australia, where she settling down 
permanently. 

After breaking records at Metro’s 
Empire, “The Citadel,’ transferred to 
Metro’s smallie, The Ritz, is again 
breaking records for this house. 

Jack (Ciro’s) Harris ha ened 
with NBC for 13 weekly broadcasts, 
which are to be relaved on a nation- 
al hookup in May, June and July. 

Eddie Oliver, former planist- 
arranger for Ben Bernie, has his 
own band, which opens an eight- 
week season at Le Touquet from 
June 29. 

Ross and Bennett are replacing} 
3arr and Estes in Tom Arnold’s} 
South African tour of ‘Switzerland.’ 
Company sails for Africa tomorrow 
(Thur.). 

A. J. Balaban taking his family to | 
live in Switzerland. Had intended 


to stay here as resident, but was told 

he would have to pay income tax on 

the amount he spent here. 
The final quarter of 


last year 


shows an increase of membership in | 


the Performing Right Society from 
This includes a num- 
ber of Continenial refugees now 
siding in England. 

George Hale girls held over at 
Cafe de Paris and Cafe Anglais for 
further five weeks. Poulsen is bring- 
ing over a new troupe of 12 sex ap- 
pealers. They open March 20. 
Leslie (MCA, London) did the fixing, 
which is for 10 weeks. 


Contrary to rumors, Will Hay has 


not been set for any picture work 
| when his contract with Gainsbor- 
ough Films expires next month. 


| 
| 


Tucker, Eddie Cantor, Jeanette Mc- | 
| Donald, Ben Bernie, Rudy Vallee, 
| Jimmy Durante, Paul Whiteman, 
Harry Richman, Vincent Lopez, Lupe 
| Velez, Cab Calloway, Morton 


| 





Lovey Warren will do the Princess | 


voice in forthcoming Fleischer fea- 
| ture, ‘Gulliver's Travels’. 
| Adelaide Mofictt did a one-nighter 
at the Brook club before leaving for 
|the Chez Paree, Chicago. 

Lillian Carmen, pop singer at the 
|Continentale, opens at the Walton 
Roof, Philadelphia. March 23. 
| Ralph Rolan. RKO exec, 
by Bryant Washburn, 
gional tests here for 
Hollywood’ radio show. 

Robert Yacopi of the Yacopi 
troupe, now at the Royal Palm, was 
injured in a fall while working. Ex- 
pected back in the act soon. 


‘Gateway 





Chicago 


Sid Strotz to the Coast this week. 


, Burton Holmes back and again do- 
| ing fine biz, 


| UA here, 


He’s holding out for a three-picture | 


has turned 
Bernerd to 


teal for $200,000 and 
down offer from Jefirey 
do one for $75.000. 
Congratulatory cables received by 
George Foster on his golden wed- 
| ding include . those from 


Downey, Boswell Sisters, Ethel Bar- 
rymore and Ernest Truex. William | 
Morris cabled case of champagne. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 
office manager for 
of a son, yet un- 





Curran, 
father 


Ray 


tagged. 

Carl Lorch orchestra has moved 
to the Claridge hotel, Memphis, from 
Hotel Jefferson here. 

St. Louis Symph has garnered 
$90.000 in drive for $151,000 mainte- 
nance fund for next season. 

Harriett Foote Parker, of Fergu- | 
son, Mo., formerly active in Little 


Theatre productions here has copped | 


Bros. 


son of 


a contract with Warner 


Julian Beisman, 16, Man- 


| ager Paul Beisman of American the- 


atre, bowed as a thespian at the John 


| Burroughs School when he played in 


assisted | 
conducted re- | 
to | 


for roles in spring series grand | 
| operas to be presented by St. Louis 


| Tony .Lada working on a new} 
musical comedy. 
Nelson Eddy concert sold out at | 


the Opera House. 
Lou Ruppel in and out on quick 
confab with local CBS execs. 
Haydn Evans of WNAX 


making 


| Metropolitan Grand Opera Assn. in 
Municipal Auditorium next | month. 
Palm Beach 

Ralnoh Pulitzer came through 
| Nan Blackstone is at the 52d St. 
i this week. 

Joscph Hergesheimer’s scribbling 
on the beach. 

Endor and Farrel coming into the 


quick agency tour in Chi and N. Y. | 


Emile Boreo in town for a few 
days to break his jump to the Coast. 

Ros Metzger to L. A. for 0.0. of | 
new Tommy Riggs origination set-up. 

Maj. Lenox Lohr stopped off for 
'biz confabs on trip through to SF 
Fair. 
| Ada Katz bcoking for the 
| torlum 


Audi- 


for a flock of conventions and | 


‘Seven Sisters.’ 

Oscar Strauss’ ‘Waltz Dream’ is the 
12th piece penciled for 1939 Munici- 
pal Theatre Assn. season in Forest 
Park. Season opens June 12 with 10 
performances of ‘Rose Marie’ and 
closes week of Aug. 21 with ‘Victoria 
and Her Hussar.’ 

Charles Kullman, Robert Weede, 
Lucy Monroe and Nicholas Massue 
of the Met Opera have been inked 
of 


52d Street for one week. 


| The David Lawrences and Herbert 
Bayard Swopes are here. 
John Perona found a lot of his 
| EI Morocco customers here. 


| 


' meetings. 
a Charlie Washburn around town} 
waiting for the Alfred Lunt-Lyae | 


| Fontanne troupe to catch up. 


Constance and Natalie Talmadge 
had reunion with sister Norma. 

Nina Wilcox Putnam writing about 
Palm: Beach from De] Ray Beach. 

Errol Flynn arrived here, joining 
Lili Damita, who has been here a 
week. 

Willard Keeler ensemble headed 


re- | 


the | 


Earl | 


Sophie | 


back to N. Y. after month at Royal 


} 
| Worth hotel. 
} 


Southland Inn opened under man- 
agement of James R. Knipe, of Sun 
| Valley, Idaho. 


Four Freshmen quit the Pelican 
March 31. Everglades and Pelican 
shutter end of first week in April. 


> 





Fewer Films 





(Continued from page 3) 
two-day sales session in New York 
tarting Monday (13), to f ved 
vy re nal meets. None of 1 : 
en are ¢ n for the WBN. Y 

eet, only the branch and district 
Mi ) holding it es conven- 
tion in C » March 17 and may 
t cut yrogram, which is 5l 
( ¢ t year ind 20th hold- 
j its meet in Chicago March 30 
fhis is the third date change made 
20th és mpany sources say that 
the lineup for 39 -40 is not ready for 
ann nee ent 
| Although WB, 20th and Meiro are 
holding the es meeiings as early 
as last ye: majority of e com- 
par are ) » rush to art sell- 
{ 1 n l: } 4 
é i § planning its na- 
tional sales convention in New Or- 
lea n May, when some others may 
be held. Columbia will hold its con- 
| vention late, as will RKO, laiter 
planning on June in New York 
Various others, possibly including 
{ Republic, Col, Paramount, U and 
| UA may also choose N. Y., if able 
to get hotel accommodations satis- | 
factorily, so that their people — 
get a chance to see the World’s Fair. 


Last year the majority of the con- 
; ventions were held in Hollywood. 
| In various industry quarters the 
| tendency is to shy away from Holly- 
| 
| 
! 


wood as a convention spot. Bringing | 


the salesmen 
| certain 


out there resulted in 


difficulties. 
38 Plan 
Hollywood, March 7. 
Universal's 1939-40 program will 
be announced at sectional sales 
| meetings to be held next month. 
| Places and dates will be set upon re- 
j turn to New York from Hollywood 
| of W. A. Scully, general man- 
| ager. 


| ‘Mar Follow 
| 
| 
| 


sales 


Probability 
adopted last year 


that 
will 


is 


the pian 
be followed, 


| with gatherings in New York, Chi- | 
|; cago and San Francisco. 





Pix Fair Bally 


(Continued from page 1) 
| possibilities and the amount of added 
| coin that will be spent in New York 
'City during the first year of the 
{Manhattan fair. With 50,000,000 to 
60,000,000 gate estimated conserva- 
tively, approximately $1,000,000,000 
extra coin will be spent by fair visi- 
jtors, summary of surveys revealed. 
| With at least 12% 
|go for 














amusements, in and about 


|New York City, picture theatres are | 
box- | 


alert to the possibilities at their 
toffice if visitors are informed in ad- 
vance of what to see, besides the fair. 


} ° 
| Just now the plug is strictly for 


| the exposition, with special stress on 
| diff erent circuit houses to come Jater. 
| Several film productions are 
| planned with the New York Fair as 
'a background. Actual schedules are 
‘set on two shorts. One is in 
color, shooting to begin March 20 
The other is by Piccadilly Produc- 
itions, of London, with the British 


‘angle of the 
This producing 
don March 10. 


unit sails from Lon- 











(Continued from page 1) 


than the regular stage fare nor- 
illy registered. He has a five-year 
llense on the same stand and is dick- 
lering for exhibition rights a couple | 
lof nights weekly at a Carmel, N. Y., 
Jocation. 
Lesser’s theory, borne out by his 


experiment last summer, is that class 
pictures, particularly arties and cer- 
tain foreign productions that have 
won critical esteem, will do profit- 
lable business at strawhat theatres. 
| His plan is to charge a 40c. admis- 
| sion and use single bills. 

| Summer spots that can accommo- 
date the film idea are somewhat lim- 
ited, since it requires a 


| possess. Lesser has compiled a list 
| of likely strawhats and is currently 
contacting them. 


flat rental. 


of this expected to | 


exposition emphasized. | 


Strawhat Films | 


better- | 
| equipped theatre than many resorts | 


His deal calls for | 
jeither a percentage arrangement or | 


| 

| Hoilywood 

| OiYWOO 

| Al Jolson laid up with flu. 

| Alice Faye laid up with flu. 

| Steve Hannagan here on biz. 
Jack Powell in from Lona: 
James McCowan seriously ill. 
Joan Valer = in from Manhattan. 


Lou Irwin beck from Broadway 

Adrienne Pc in es Broadway. 

V \ n Crosby he > from he nita !. 

J. F. O'Donnell in ‘from N. Y. on 
biz. 

Harry Kalcheim hunting radio tal- 
ent. 

Wally Vernon bed 1 by < in- 

My 

Lupe Velez in to resume picture 

OrkK 

Franz Waxman vacationir n the 
de . 

B n Foy ; und ; n after flu 

+4 1 
« aCr 

Perc We nore bedcad | pneu- 
me Y) a. 

key Rooney home from Florida 

vacash. 

Joseph Breen back from New York 
biz trip. 

Pcyv Barnett opened his own pub- 
ficity office. 

Bruce Manning on New Orleans 
i hing tI Dd. 

It z Courtney recovering from ap- 
D se my 

Vat 1 Ludwig back from Mexi- 

n vacation 

i Pra onearer on tne mend alter 
throat infection. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr... in from 
European vacash. 

Walter Wanger back from Alma 
Mater Dartmouth. 

Lance Sieveking in from England 
| to gander studios. 
| Betty ynes and Douglas McPhail 
back ¢ honev moon. 


Kathle en McLaughlin gandering 


| Studios for N. Y. Times. 
Jean Chatburn to Reno for di- 
i vorce from Frank Orsatti. 


Guy Gunderson gue 
brating 25 years on film row. 

W. H. (Bud) Lollier addressed film 
class at University of Southern Cali- 
| fornia. 


at party cel- 





Paris 


By Huge Speck 


Franz Lehar 
Charles 


in. 
Trenet on tour. 





Erna Sack in for recital. 

Ben Miggins in from American 
visit. 

Jacques Terrane in from winter 
sports. 


Adolf Zukor 
| John Hicks. 


in from London with 


Victor Francen victim of automo- 
bile accident. 

ABC has dropped revues for 
' straight vaude. 


Boris Morros. former Par musie 
head, in for look around. 
| Tino Rossi in from Egypt and off 
on Central European tour. 
Bey pny Aumont back to stage 
‘L’Amant de Paille’ at the Michel. 
"Seen Renoir commencing ‘La 
Regle de Jeu,’ starring Nora Gregor. 
Max Ophuls winding up ‘Sans 
Lendemain,’ starring Edwige Feuil- 


| Jere. 

Albert Tavel has joined Rotten- 
Sure and Goldin joint booking of- 
ices, 


Gaston Modot signing with Pierre 
Renoir for feature part in ’La Regue 
de Jeu.’ 

Abei Gance to make ‘Christopher 
Columbus,’ with exteriors to be shot 
in Spain. 

Henri Alibert and 
| troupe off to Brussels 
| appearance. 
| Pills and Tabet 
| Eurove Lucienne 
at the Bobino 

‘The Great 
opera premiere, 
brun as patron. 

Park Lane latest nitery to onen in 
opera district. Willie Lewis’s or- 
chesira at the snot. 

Pierre Douard winding up 
Dlav, ‘Service Commande,’ 

shortly. 


; hell produce 

Andre Cayatte, author of 
ides Artistes,’ working on 
| scenarios at same time. 
|; Simone Simon carrying three roles 
in ‘Calvacade d’Amour.’ which Ray- 
mond Bernard is making. 

Irene Hilda doubling from the 
| Folies-Bergere into the Park Lai 
new Opera district nitery. 

Tom Mix with touring circus 
scheduled to oven at the Cirque 
da’Hiver end of this month. 

Yvonne Printemns ill 
shuttering “Three Waltzes’ 
Michodiere for several days. 

A. B. Marcus and show 
Bombay dve in Europe 
June 1 for English opening. 

Julien Duvivier signed Michele 
Morgan and Pierre Fresnavy as leac 
for } next ‘La Charrette Fantome 

Luise Rainer reading mm on 
Cecil Robert ‘Les Enees Contre 
Novus,” with London appearance pos- 
ible. 

Jo 


Marseillaice 
for Alhambra 


at the 
topping 


tonping 

Bover 

Waltz’ 
with 


(M-G ) f ot 
President Le- 


new 
which 


‘Entres 
five new 


with 
at 


flu, 
the 


now in 
around 


ds 


Bake1 
next star 
ent plan 
opening. 
| Alfred Rode 
where exteriors 
‘Danube Bleu,’ 
leased soon. 
Groun of French mayors, headed 
by Le Provost de Lanau. president 
of Paris Municipal Council, have ace 
cepted LaGuardia’s invite to visit 
World’s Fair in May. 


slated for comeback 
at Casino de Paris, pres- 
calling for early April 


as 


in from Hun 
were made for 
which will be 


cory, 
his 
re- 
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OBITUARIES 


HERBERT MUNDIN 


Herbert Mundin, 44, former Lon- 
don stage player and in recent years 


in pictures, died Sunday (5) of 

















March 5 in an automopile accident, | 
Details in the vaudeville section. 





a| Mrs. Addie Sparks, 54, wife 

































































Martha Raye. 

Then the Weems 
out with ‘Somebody 
'‘Man from the South’ 


Ingle does a comic turn with a (Continued from page 55) mph Bing Ta rnitom 
; a2 . . ; Rick & Snyder ing Burdick 
| midget piccolo, starting off a string | Kelse Carr Purple Derby Victor Roma Costello 
of stunts which had the CU CIETS | Eoin eee Bobby Carr Log Cabin Schwartz 
et ‘hh bles Shelby Ss Yaoi y. 2x¢ } . 
roaring here. Other _Ingle_ rib Marian Robinson diane tase xander | car} Bergman Ore | Bob Eherle Ore 
| ticklers include a Charlie McCarthy | Ariett Withers 


of i stunt, with dummy doing the vocal 




































































trucks all around the mike, a la 


combo swings 
Stole My Gal,’ 
and ‘Piccolo 
| Pete’. During the last number Red 





Joyanne Shear 


Bills Next Week 


Jean Lemarr 
Margie Mealie 
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Lee Leighton Ore 





Miamf Club 


































































































































































































Six Point Club 
‘ estan Ns : : argar arshe ‘ ale Imes ‘on 
on * Old Apple Tree’; an imitation | Margaret Marshall Moore & Burns Helen Ho Casper Reda Ore 
° ° _ e mi . : 4 : é Tas rE Daam Halley Mal 
fractured skull received in an auto | Charles Sparks, former Downie Bros., | of Ted Lewis, sans top-hat: tying ei Chien Ge Ayal Tyee <s puke oo State Gardens 
accident in Van Nuys, Calif. Thrown | Citcus owner, died in Macon, Ga., ;4Up with Elmo Tanner for ‘The | Bill Haye Sette Meare’ Miami 5 Earl Rigg Ore 
from a friend’s car, he died shortly | March 2, of a heart ailment and com-/| Wreck of the 97,’ besides tripping | Kmbassy Jimmy McVey eee? aoaty Manse Bell 
after in a hospital. | Plications. For years she had been ~ Hopping all ca the ae i oe Cynthia Hare Rendezvous | Gene Emerald Ann Helen” 
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WHAT THEY THINK 








Editor, VARIETY: 

There are a number of inaccura- 
cies in Hobe’s review of ‘Off to Buf- 
falo’ which I am sure you will want 
to correct—if only for the record. 

‘Off to Buffalo’ never made the 
rounds. Vinton Freedley was the 
first manager to read the completed 
manuscript and bought it several 
days later. As to his casual refer- 
ence to script doctoring on ‘Room 
Service’ which George Abbott is 
supposed to have done—this is en- 
tirely untrue. Mr. Abbott didn’t 
write one line of ‘Room Service’ [co- 
authored by Mr. Boretz.—Ed.] nor 
did he make any suggestions as to 


any other changes—and I am sure 
Mr. Abbott will be glad to tell you 
so if you ask him. 


I have no quarrel with your review 
of ‘Off to Buffalo,’ although many 
astute showmen—among them Eddie 
Dowling and George M. Cohan— 
didn’t agree with you or the other 
reviewers at all . . . nor your own 
Boston man, if you will look up his 
review. 

I would like to say, however, in 
my own defense, that what started 
out to be a sentimental tale of a man 
who had a hero who brought him 
nothing but grief was torn, mangled, 
distorted, crippled, ripped, raped, 
polluted and finally deposited in the 
ash-can. I was not in sympathy with 
what was being done from the first 
day of rehearsal and it was only my 
regard for the people who were de- 
pending on the production for much 
needed jobs that kept me from as- 
serting my rights as a playwright and 
celling the whole thing off. My sym- 
pathy goes to Joe Cook, a grand 
person and an excellent performer, 
who was hornswoggled into appear- 
ing in a play that was never made 
for him, and the resulting mess that 
appeared at the Barrymore theatre 
showed it. I was in Cuba when he 
was engaged and the row I raised 
when I got back caused Mr. Albert 
Lewis to threaten to have me barred 
from the  theatre—thereupon I 
barred myself for 10 days. But 
erough of this. I am sure no one 
is very much interested. But one 
more thing—about those Joe Miller- 
ish lines. I do not have a file nor 
have I ever consciously used a line 
which even faintly smelled of moth- 
balls. After a while the play de- 
veloped into a free-for-all. You can 
imagine the rest. 

Allen Boretz, 


Re: Burns Mantle 


Warrensburg, N,. Y. 
Editor, Variety: 


Why is it that Variety is con- 
stantly going out of its way to be- 
little Burns Mantle, of the Daily 
News? 

‘In this week’s issue, for one of 
innumerable instances, a long story 
on the respective merits of the New 
York drama critics as a boxoffice 
influence would have playgoers be- 
lieve that Mantle’s influence on the 
boxoffice is far less than that of the 
critics of the Times, Herald Tribune 
‘and Sun, ‘even though the News’ 
circulation is so much stronger than 
that of the other three papers?’ 

This, of course, is sheer nonsense. 
In this village alone this writer 
knows of 13 theatre-lovers who 
Swear by Mr. Mantle, and even 
make trips to New York to see plays 
recommended by him. And most of 
these read the Herald Tribune and 
Times for other purposes. 

This is true of legitimate theatre- 
goers throughout the United States, 
where Mantle, through his daily 
critiques, his universally read ‘Ten 
Best Plays,’ his syndicated letters 
and his lecture tours, is justly rec- 
ognized not only as the dean of 
tirama critics, but is equally dis- 
jtinguished by an amazingly happy 
facility for guaging 90% of the plays 
he reviews very correctly...cor- 
rectly, while never losing his sense 
of fairness, of wit, of tolerance, and 
the element of self-effacement so 
sadly lacking by many other critics. 

Also, in this week’s Variety,’ in 
a list of four plays closing in New 
York, every first-line critic in New 
York was quoted—Atkinson, Brown, 


Winchell. Anderson, Lockridge, 
Watts, Whipple and Varrety (which 
was quoted four times). All except 
Mantle. His name was not even 


mentioned, and yet he was correct 
in his appraisal of every one of 
these plays. 


been relegated to a spot near last 
Place, or in last place, in VaRrety’s 
boxscore standings of drama critics. 
This, on the face of it, is ridicu- 
‘ously unfair, since Mantle very 


often gives to a play which he criti- 
zes adversely an extra half-star or 
star in deference to the production- 
values, the cast, direction and other 
factors considered by a critic who 
knows his business. This should be 
recognized by VarRIeETY, in the future, 
especially since Mantle is the only 
New York legitimate critic employ- 
ing the star system. If the allow- 
ances above noted were made, Man- 
tle’s averages in VARIETY would be 
elevated to a point more in keeping 
with his ability. Either do this, or 
discontinue judging by stars. 

Mantle, of course, has no knowl- 
edge that this letter is being written 
and would prefer that it should not 
be. This writer merely feels that 
VARIETY would be better liked in 
this respect by stricter attention to 
fairness to a man who has done 
more for the living theatre than any 
critic now alive. 


And, incidentally, Mantle further 
distinguished himself ‘way back in 
1929 by refusing to agree with the 
crepe-hangers that the legitimate 
theatre was ‘on its way out,’ with 
about five more years to live,’ and 
similar defeatism...a belief shared 
by most drama critics. Mantle, with 
his customary sagacity, merely 
stated in his Wise and tolerant way 
that in the theatre there would al- 
ways be a ‘human urge for human 
contact.’ He even predicted cor- 
rectly the very year that the the- 
atre would begin to come back, not 
only in New York but on the road 
as well, proving once more that he 
is uncannily correct most of the 
time.’ . M. S. Fife. 





(Story referred to was the rating 
by a ticket agency broker of the 
importance of the New York drama 
critics’ reviews to agency sales, and 
not the b.o. generally. Also, the 
quotes in the going out-boxes are 
chosen at random for their perti- 
nence to the show’s success or fail- 
ure, with Variety always quoted be- 
cause of its definite b.o. ratings of 
plays. So far as Mantle’s star-sys- 
tem is concerned in relation to the 
annual boxscore, his star system is 
THE guidance for the alleged mathe- 
matician’s figures. There is no 
foundation to the thought that Va- 
RIETY intentionally, or otherwise, 
seeks to belittle Mantle—Ed.) 


HENNIES BROS. FIGHT 
FOR MICH. FAIR DEAL 


Detroit, March 7. 

Hennies Bros.’ carnival, whose 
lack of a union contract almost 
caused a strike of performers at the 
1938 state fair here, was granted a 
temporary court order here last week 
restraining the new Michigan state 
fair board from canceling its con- 
tract with Hennies for the '39 fair. 
Federal Judge Edward J. Moinet in- 
structed the board to show cause 
this week why it should not be re- 
strained from entering into a con- 
tract with Beckman & Gerety Co. 
to provide the carnival at next fall’s 
fair. 

The order is an outgrowth of a 
complaint filed by Orville W. Hen- 
nies, carnival prez, who charged that 
Dr. Linwood W. Snow, newly ap- 
pointed state fair manager, had can- 
celed his contract without authori- 
zation of rest of board members. 











Backyard Sideshow With 


Lions in Between Dates 

A Laurelton, L. I, 
neighborhood is going strong for the 
backyard trained lion act of Ernest 
Engerer, Jr., a high school student, 
who is carrying on while his dad 
recovers in the hospital from a bad 
clawing. Three lions are stabled by 
the Engerer family while awaiting 
professional engagements, which 
have been infrequent lately. 

Engerers have exhibited their cats 
to the neighbors, charging adults 25c 
and children 15c. Besides keeping 
the act in shape for that expected 
theatrical date, the backyard show 
helps keep the family in groceries 
and the animals in beefsteak. 





Gravatt Scouts Talent 
Atlantic City, March 7. 





Time and time again Mantle has | 


Frank P. Gravatt, president of the 
| Stee! Pier Amus. Co., sailed for a 
| five-week European tour last week 
during which he will scout for Euro- 
| pean acts for the coming summer's 
| outdoor Steel Pier Circus. 


residential 


516 Suit Vs. Ringling 


Hollywood, March 7. 

A damage suit for $51,000 by 
America Olvera, trapeze performer, 
against the Ringling Bros. Circus, 
went to trial here yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

She charges that negligence by the 
circus caused her to suffer serious in- 
juries in a fall last year in Anthony, 
Kansas, 


A. C. Would Shutter 
Its $15,000,000 Conv. 
Hall; ‘White Elephant’ 


Atlantic City, March 7. 


The resort this week was urged to 
close down its $15,000,000 white ele- 
phant, otherwise known as the Con- 
vention Hall and Auditorium, to 
save the taxpayers’ money. With the 
Hall almost $60,000 in the red for 
the year’s operation, Walter R. Dar- 
by, State Municipal Finance Com- 
missioner, stated it would be to the 
benefit of the taxpayers to drop what 
has been a disastrous season of ice 
hockey. The Hall which has never 
made money and which is allowed 
through a city budget appropriation 
a $30,000 deficit, has long been a 
thorn in the side of the legitimate 
amusement interests in Atlantic City. 
They would welcome this shutdown. 

The ice hockey season started last 
November has steadily gone from 
bad to worse with the Sea Gulls, the 
local hockey representatives, not 
able to get started or pile up any 
kind of a following. Other events 
in the Hall have likewise flopped. 

Several taxpaying groups have 
also urged the close of the big Hall, 
originally built to house conventions 
but which has been the scene of all 
kinds of amusement promotions, in- 
cluding a week of opera that never 
got started and a summer run of the 
film, ‘Ecstasy.’ 


CARNEY DEATH BRINGS 
$50,000 DAMAGE SUIT 


Atlanta, March 7. 

Mrs. Oscar H. Williamson, Jr., 
widow of the late superintendent of 
Atlanta’s 6,000-seat Municipal aud, 
last week filed suit for $50,000 dam- 
ages in connection with death of her 
husband, who was fatally injured 
last October in an accident on a rid- 
ing device on midway of Southeast- 
ern Fair. 

Suit makes Rubin & Cherry, Inc., 
operators of ‘Heydey’ ride on mid- 
way, defendants, alleging negligence 
to provide safety devices, reckless 
speed and failure to warn William- 
son of its danger. Action was filed 
by Hewlett & Dennis, attorneys. 

Williamson was injured Oct. 9, 
closing date of fair, and died two 
days later. He was 32, and as super- 
intendent of the auditorium, his sal- 
ary was $250 per month, according 
to petition. 

Rubin & Cherry carney formerly 
wintered here at Southeastern Fair 
grounds, but this year holed up in 
Mobile, Ala. 














Injuries Hit Three 
In Det. Shrine Circus 


Detroit, March 7. 
Injuries sent three Shrine Circus 
|performers to hospitals here last 
| wee as the annual event termi- 
nated its two-week stand at the state 
| fair coliseum. 
Grace Orton, who with her hus- 
i} band, Vernon, was taking part in a 
|double trapeze act with the Rooneys 
and Cook Sisters, fell 40 feet, frac- 
tured both wrists and suffered inter- 
nal injuries. She is recovering in 
Highland Park General hospital. 
Margaret Strickler sustained frac- 











slipped and fell on her. 


Frisco Fair Overhauls Staff: Some . 
Concessions Suffering Poor B.0. 





‘DOC’ IN DUTCH 


Medicine Show Trouper Charged 
With Attempted Murder of Wife 








St. Louis, March 7. 

‘Dr.’ James Moore, 53, medicine 
show trouper, is being held without 
bond in Rockport, Mo., pending trial 
of alleged assault to kill his young 
wife who did a song and dance act 
with the show. Moore denies the 
charge and is expected to go to trial 
within the next week. 

Mrs. Moore was wounded seriously 
when the troupe was at Langdon, 
Mo., on Jan. 8. She was shot in the 
head and taken to a hospital in Ham- 
ilton, Ia, but released after two 
weeks’ treatment. 


RAND DEAL PEPS 
UP N.Y. FAIR 
INTEREST 


Chief interest in the New York 
World’s Fair during the past week 
centered about the possibility that 
Sally Rand would either appear in 
person, or have a show at the ex- 
position. With the need for a name 


attraction apparent to officials of the 
fair, setting of a deal is expected in 
the next 10 days. 

Miss Rand is reputed to have told 
the fair officials that she is past the 
day of showing at 25c per head. Un- 
derstood, too, that her contract with 
the San Francisco fair makes it vir- 
tually impossible for her to absent 
herself entirely from the Coast show. 

Amusement area at the N. Y. ex- 
position still has no official tag, be- 
ing known variously as the ‘amuse- 
ment area,’ ‘amusement zone’ and 
midway. Although actual progress 
indicates only 30% to 35% of all 
amusement area is in shape, or close 
to being ready to operate, building 
is expected to be accelerated from 
now until the opening April 30, 











Los Angeles, March 7. 

Two damage suits totaling $150,747 
were filed against Sally Rand by 
C. Ray Stanford and Hazel Drain, 
with whom the dancer had a row 
over candid cameraing in a local the- 
atre last July. Miss Rand is cur- 
rently operating the Nude Ranch at 
the Frisco fair. 

Stanford seeks $75,697 and Miss 
Drain $75,050. 


$50,000 SUIT OVER 
N.Y. FAIR’S AD ‘IDEA’ 


A $50,000 damage suit has been 
filed in the N. Y. supreme court 
(Tuesday) by Nathan L. Kevess 
against the N. Y. World’s Fair 1939, 
Inc. Plaintiff claims that on June 
9, 1937, he communicated an idea of 
his to John Krimsky, director of en- 
tertainment and events of the fair. 
The idea was to have floats of vari- 
ous designs of different industries 
underwritten by those industries, 











country as advertising for the fair. 
He was promised compensation if 
| his idea was adopted. 

| He now claims that ‘The Motor- 
| or ‘Fair on Wheels,’ was 


| cade,’ 
|adopted from his idea. He also 


+> 


San Francisco, March 7. 

Overhauling of the Golden Gate 
International Exposition staff, now 
that the fair is open and settling 
down to normal operation, started 
last week with the dismissal of over 
50 employees, including several 
execs. Hit by the shake-up was 
Concessions Director Frederick W. 
Weddleton and several members of 
his staff. Weddleton and top expo 
execs have differed over the opera- 
tion of the Gayway for some time 
and all parties concerned have been 
plenty outspoken. 

Several other key execs, some of 
them pretty close to the top, are ex- 
pected to be out shortly. 

Until the summer months come 
along, when attendance is expected 
to pick up with the increase in tour- 
ist trade, the expo will get along 
without 46 guides, let out last week 
at a monthly saving of $5,750. Ex- 
cess cashiers, etc., have also been 
given leaves of absence. 

Prexy Lenox R. Lohr of NBC, and 
former general manager of the Chi- 
cago Century of Progress, gave the 
fair the 0.0. during his two days’ stay 
here last week in connection with 
the inspection of NBC stations KPO 
and KGO and the dedication of 
W6XBE, the general Electric short 
wave station at Treasure Island, 

On the special entertainment com- 
mittee of the N. Y. World’s Fair, 
Lohr stressed the importance of the 
midway to any exposition, stating 
that one outstanding village can do 
more for a fair than any other single 
thing. He said that entertainment at 
a fair doesn’t mean entertainment 
people can find at home. It means 
seeing sights they’ve never seen be- 
fore. 

Concession Biz Poor 


Some concessions on the Gayway 
are lagging badly and a couple are 
rumored as ready to fold. Tom 
Wolfe, owner of Holy Land, is p!an- 
ning to build another concession on 
the Gayway. Kindel & Graham 
have put in a bid for Lee Sincer’s 
Midget Village, which is still closed. 
The Baby Incubator show is still in- 
complete. 

Buildings in the foreign section re- 
cently opened include the Chile 
Pavilion and the French and Czechlo- 
vakian exhibits. Formal opening of 
other foreign buildings follow: Italy, 
March 12; Brazil, March 17, and 
Argentina, March 21. 

Total attendance of Fair up until 
Friday (3) was 655,916. Gold 
weather and some rain set in last 
week and held attendance down con- 
siderably. During the opening 10- 
day period concessions took in 
$424,000 and toll collectors another 
$171,000. 

Some of the night clubs on the 
mainland had their licenses sus- 
pended for five days for violating the 
2:00 a.m. closing law. Clubs have 
been anxious to pick up some extra 
coin from visitors here for Fair. 
License suspensions were ordered by 
the State Board of Equalization. 

Improved services on the Island 
since its opening include complete re- 
organization of the expo-owned 
restaurants and appointment of John 
Meany as head of eight large island 
eating establishments, also the iron- 
ing out of transportation difficulties 
to the Island from the East Bay. 


BYRD’S SHIP ON BLOCK 
IN BANKRUPTCY COURT 











and sent to different parts of the | 
|which battled 


Cleveland, March 7. 
Byrd’s museum - ship, 
its way from the 
North to the South Poles, sailed in- 
|to Federal bankruptcy court here 
\last week for a dry-docking on the 
;auction block. One of the principal 
'exhibits at the Great Lakes Exposi- 


Admiral 


tures of the foot when her horse | seeks to examine Grover A. Whalen, | tion, the City of New York Barque 
Merven | John Krimsky, and Joseph Cohen, has been laying idle and decaying 


Cramer, keeper employed by Clyde ‘director of the department of pro- |at a lakefront pier since the Expo 


| Beatty, was clawed by a tiger when 
| he tried to repair a cage door. 





Ringling’s Tax Appeal 


Washington, March 7. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum __— Bailey 
|Combined Shows, Inc., is seeking ‘to 
have Board of Tax Appeals rede- 








termine tax deficiencies totaling 
$117,435. 

Tax bites, assessed for period from 
Dec. 1, 1932, to Nov. 30, 1936, com- 
prise income and excess profits, taxes 


and penalties. 


| motion, before trial. 


Asks Roch. Carnival Ban 
| Rochester, N. Y., March 7. 

Carnivals would be barred from 
|residential areas of Rochester, and 
‘sideshows and games of chance 
/ would be entirely banned, under an 








cil and expected to pass. License 
fee will be raised from $50 to $250. 

Action follows avalanche of pro- 
tests on noise and nuisance laid to 
carnivals in northeast section last 
| year. 


;closed nearly two years ago. Auc- 
tion was in answer to a $1.175 wage 
iclaim of Capt. Ralph Von Suboff, 
her commander and custodian for 
|seven years, and to Cleveland's $250 
| dockage claim. 

| Only two bids were offered, one 
by Von Suboff, and the highest, $800, 
by Lawrence G. Jontzen,- v. p. of 
Jontzen Printing Co. Latter is own- 


plans to take the Byrd vessel to 
New York's fair. Although a mini- 
mum of $2,000 had been orcered to 
cover all claims, Jontzen’s claim was 
tentatively accepted subject to ac- 
|ceptance of Federal court. 
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